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21,000, that we may need to increase, 
that there are Border Patrol agents 
being removed from the front lines in 
order to process those individuals who 
have come across the border. When 
they do that, they remove the coverage 
from the front lines on the border deal-
ing with those who are in those deten-
tion centers. 

We have to recognize that transpor-
tation security, as much as one might 
say how many officers they have, in 
the sequester, we will be standing in 
long lines, and it is about to come. 
That is the front lines of securing this 
Nation, along with the Coast Guard 
and many, many other facets of the De-
partment of Homeland Security. 

We are asked a question about the se-
curing of the homeland. We are feeling 
the pain along with our colleagues of 
the tragedies that have occurred, the 
attempted Times Square bombing, the 
successful bombing in Boston. We can-
not take this anymore, and I believe it 
is time, with the President’s budget, 
the Senate’s budget, the House budget, 
that the Speaker of the House needs to 
immediately appoint budget conferees 
to move us forward to conference and 
to get rid of the sequester, which is not 
the fault of the American people. 

Our deficit is going down. We need to 
determine what revenue we can in-
crease in order to pay our bills and pro-
vide for the basic necessities of this 
Nation. Not only is the tragedy in Bos-
ton one of human life, but it is a dis-
aster that requires Federal Emergency 
Management aid, just as our continued 
friends in the Southeast and Northeast 
are still suffering from Hurricane 
Sandy and the atrocity of this House 
not providing them with resources for 
65 days. 

So I believe it is time for the Amer-
ican people to know that we do care. In 
order to care, you need to have budget 
conferees go through the budget proc-
ess and begin to pass elements of the 
President’s budget that speaks to the 
heart and mind of the needs of the 
American people. 

I conclude by offering my deepest 
sympathy and my promise to those 
who suffer that America and its Con-
gress must stand up to respond to your 
needs. I’m ready to do so, as my col-
leagues are, and we should do it now. 

f 

NATIONAL OSTEOPATHIC 
MEDICINE WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nevada (Mr. HECK) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HECK of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, I 
come to the floor today to announce 
that this week, April 14 through April 
20, is National Osteopathic Medicine 
Week. This week celebrates the con-
tributions of more than 100,000 osteo-
pathic physicians and medical students 
in the United States to the health of 
our communities. 

There are many doctors in the House 
of Representatives, but as the lone os-
teopathic physician in Congress, I feel 

it incumbent upon me to mark this 
week by raising awareness of the im-
portance of osteopathic medicine. 

The practice of osteopathic medicine 
was founded by Dr. Andrew Taylor 
Still in 1874, and over the past 139 
years, osteopathic physicians have 
made significant contributions to the 
United States health care system. Os-
teopathic doctors have treated Presi-
dents and Olympic athletes, contrib-
uted to the fight against AIDS, and 
continue to be involved on the front 
lines of our health care systems today. 
In fact, Dr. Martin Levine, immediate 
past president of the American Osteo-
pathic Association, was part of the 
medical team at the Boston Marathon 
and was pressed into service, providing 
immediate care in the wake of yester-
day’s tragedy. 

As osteopathic physicians, we take a 
holistic approach to medicine that fo-
cuses on the health of the whole per-
son, and we are committed to improv-
ing the health of the communities we 
serve through education and aware-
ness, as well as delivering quality 
health care services. 

In light of the contributions made by 
osteopathic physicians to the health of 
our Nation, and this being their na-
tional week of recognition, I have in-
troduced House Resolution 159, which 
calls on the House to support the des-
ignation of National Osteopathic Medi-
cine Week. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing the field of osteopathic 
medicine and supporting the designa-
tion of National Osteopathic Medicine 
Week. 

f 
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CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING’S ‘‘LETTER FROM A BIR-
MINGHAM JAIL’’ 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise to join so many Ameri-
cans across this Nation and this world 
in celebrating the 50th anniversary of 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s ‘‘Letter from 
a Birmingham Jail.’’ 

After being arrested on April 12, 1963, 
Dr. King came across an article in The 
Birmingham News entitled ‘‘White 
Clergymen Urge Local Negroes to 
Withdraw From Demonstrations.’’ 

The eight White clergymen who au-
thored that article were very critical of 
Dr. King and the others who dem-
onstrated. They called the demonstra-
tions ‘‘untimely and unwise.’’ 

These criticisms inspired Dr. King to 
pen a letter that was published upon 
his release on April 16, 1963. The letter 
became one of the most preeminent 
documents of the civil rights era. So 
today I join the voices around the 
world as I read in part from this beau-
tifully written, masterful document, 
‘‘Letter from a Birmingham Jail’’ by 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: 

16 APRIL, 1963. 
My Dear Fellow Clergymen: 
While confined here in the Birmingham 

city jail, I came across your recent state-
ment calling my present activities ‘‘unwise 
and untimely.’’ Seldom do I pause to answer 
criticisms of my work and ideas. If I sought 
to answer all the criticisms that cross my 
desk, my secretaries would have little time 
for anything else . . . But since I feel that 
you are men of genuine goodwill, and that 
your criticisms are sincere and heartfelt, I 
want to try to answer your statement in 
what I hope will be a patient and reasonable 
term. 

I think I should indicate why I am here in 
Birmingham, since you have been influenced 
by the view that I am somehow an outsider 
coming in. I am in Birmingham because in-
justice is here. 

Moreover, I am cognizant of the inter-
dependency of all communities and states. I 
cannot sit idly by in Atlanta and not be con-
cerned about what’s happening in Bir-
mingham. Injustice anywhere is a threat to 
justice everywhere. We are caught in an ines-
capable network of mutuality, tied in a sin-
gle garment of destiny. Whatever affects one 
directly, affects all indirectly. Never again 
can we afford to live with the narrow, pro-
vincial ‘‘outside agitator’’ idea. Anyone who 
lives in the United States of America can 
never be considered an outsider anywhere 
within its bounds. 

We know through painful experience that 
freedom is never voluntarily given by the op-
pressor; it must be demanded by the op-
pressed. Frankly, I have yet to engage in a 
direct-action campaign that was not ‘‘well 
timed’’ in the view of those who have not 
suffered unduly from the disease of segrega-
tion. For years now, I have heard the word 
‘‘Wait!’’ It rings in the ear of every Negro 
with piercing familiarity. This ‘‘Wait’’ has 
almost always meant ‘‘Never.’’ We must 
come to see with one another what one jurist 
said, that ‘‘justice too long delayed is justice 
denied.’’ 

Oppressed people cannot remain oppressed 
forever. The yearning for freedom eventually 
manifests itself, and that is what has hap-
pened to the American Negro. 

The Negro has had many pent up frustra-
tions and resentments and must release 
them. So let him march; let him make a 
prayerful pilgrimage to the city hall; let him 
go on freedom rides and try to understand 
why he must do so; let him release his frus-
tration in a nonviolent way . . . 

But though I was initially disappointed at 
being criticized as an extremist by you, as I 
continued to think about the matter I gradu-
ally gained a measure of satisfaction from 
the label. Was not Jesus an extremist for 
love? 

Was not Amos an extremist for justice? 
‘‘Let justice roll down like waters and right-
eousness like an ever-flowing stream.’’ 

Was not Paul an extremist for the Chris-
tian gospel? ‘‘I bear in my body the marks of 
the Lord Jesus.’’ 

So the question is not whether we will be 
extremists, but what kind of extremists we 
will be. Will we be extremists for hate or for 
love? Will we be extremists for the preserva-
tion of injustice or for the extension of jus-
tice? 

Perhaps the South, the Nation, and the 
world are in dire need of creative extremists. 

I hope this letter finds you in strong faith. 
Let us all hope that the dark cloud of racial 
prejudice will soon pass away and the deep 
fog of misunderstanding will lift from our 
fear-drenched communities, and in some 
time not so distant, that the radiant stars of 
love and brotherhood will shine over our 
great Nation in all of their succulent beauty. 

Yours for the cause of peace and brother-
hood. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 

So Mr. Speaker, on this 50th anniver-
sary of this beautifully written letter, 
I hope my colleagues will join me in re-
flecting on its powerful words. ‘‘Letter 
from a Birmingham Jail’’ stands as a 
reminder of how far we’ve come in our 
Nation and living up to the ideals of 
justice and equality for all. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. RUSH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, Ranking 
Member WAXMAN and I have sent 24 let-
ters to Chairman UPTON of the Energy 
and Commerce Committee and Chair-
man WHITFIELD of the Energy and 
Power Committee since May 2011 re-
questing hearings on the science of cli-
mate change. 

Mr. Speaker, since Mr. WAXMAN and I 
are not able to get the majority on the 
Energy and Commerce Committee to 
act, I take it upon myself to come to 
the House floor to speak directly to the 
American people on why this issue is so 
important to them. Power to the peo-
ple. 

Mr. Speaker, last year, 2012, marked 
the hottest year ever recorded in U.S. 
history. Fully two-thirds of our Nation 
experienced drought. Half of the Na-
tion’s grazing pastures and up to 30 
percent of the Nation’s corn crop was 
in poor condition, or in very poor con-
dition, which impacted the price that 
the American people pay for their food, 
for ethanol, and for consumer goods for 
all of the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, just because some of my 
colleagues might not like what the 
science is telling us, it does not mean 
that they can continue to put their col-
lective heads in the sand and simply ig-
nore these facts or wish these facts 
away. 

Last year’s record temperatures, se-
rious droughts, pervasive wildfires, and 
widespread flooding prove that there is 
climate change occurring all around us 
on a regular basis continually. 

And Mr. Speaker, the majority ig-
nores climate change, not at some of 
our peril, not at a portion of our peril, 
not at a minority of our peril, but all 
of our perils are being impacted be-
cause of the majority’s refusal to sim-
ply have the scientists come before the 
committee of jurisdiction and tell this 
Congress, in no uncertain terms, what 
is really happening to the world’s cli-
mate. 

b 1040 

Mr. Speaker, these very same sci-
entists, these experts, these people who 
have spent and dedicated their lives to 
understanding climate and climate 
control and what is happening, these 
climatologists are waiting, they’re 
willing, and they’re eager to come be-
fore this Congress to share their infor-
mation and their expertise with the 
Members of this Congress. The sci-
entists are sounding the alarm and in-

forming us that we are reaching a crit-
ical tipping point as it relates to this 
very important issue of climate con-
trol. 

Mr. Speaker, my prayers are for the 
people of Boston, my prayers are for 
the people in Boston, and my prayers 
are for the American people. All power 
to the people. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 41 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

As the people’s House gathers today, 
our Nation’s heart is heavy as once 
again our domestic tranquility has 
been shattered by the selfish and vio-
lent actions witnessed yesterday near 
the finish line of the Boston Marathon. 

We ask Your blessing, Lord, on those 
who died and those who mourn them, 
on those who were physically injured, 
and on those who have been emotion-
ally traumatized. We give You thanks 
for those many who responded to the 
injured and to those who kept the 
order and keep it still. 

And send Your Spirit upon whomever 
perpetrated this bombing and others 
who might contemplate emulating it. 
Calm their troubled souls, stay their 
violent hands. May those tasked with 
investigating this tragedy find success 
in their work, so that justice might be 
served and peace returned to our Na-
tion’s communities. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. O’ROURKE) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. O’ROURKE led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEES ON THE JUDICIARY 
AND HOMELAND SECURITY 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following resignations as a member 
of the Committees on the Judiciary 
and Homeland Security: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, April 16, 2013. 

Hon. JOHN BOEHNER, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
The Capitol, Washington DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: In light of my re-
cent appointment to the House Committee 
on Financial Services, I hereby resign my po-
sition on both the House Committee on the 
Judiciary and the House Committee on 
Homeland Security. 

Sincerely, 
KEITH ROTHFUS, 
Member of Congress. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the resignations are accepted. 

There was no objection. 
f 

ELECTING A MEMBER TO A 
STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, by direction of the House Re-
publican Conference, I send to the desk 
a privileged resolution and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 162 
Resolved, That the following named Mem-

ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of 
Representatives: 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES: Mr. 
Rothfus. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentlewoman from 
Washington? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING SAIGE HALSETH 

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
would like to honor Saige Halseth, a 
fifth-grade student at Shawnee Heights 
Elementary School in Topeka, Kansas, 
who has brought together her commu-
nity by helping her classmate, Alex 
White. 

Alex suffers from a progressive neu-
rological condition that affects his bal-
ance and mobility, and relied on a spe-
cial companion, a service dog named 
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