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now. We passed 700-mile border fence
language called the Secure Fence Act.
Actually, 854 miles, and that’s because
the border is crooked in some places,
and we’ve got about 40 miles of effec-
tive fence.

And so follow through on the existing
law that we have is my recommenda-
tion. We don’t have to have a new law
to build a fence. Build the fence, secure
the border and then come back and tell
us that you’ve actually accomplished
that. Let’s watch this thing with
drones and see if that’s taking place,
and other security. We know from the
last drone report that the Border Pa-
trol, even drone assisted, were not
interdicting half of those that at-
tempted to cross the border, and that
number in that sector of the border
was over 3,000.

Then the argument about operational
control of the border. You would hand
that over to who? A border commission
to be named later. Or hand it over to
the judgment of Janet Napolitano, who
has already declared that they have
significant operational control of the
border. I don’t know anybody that’s
buying that particular line.

And then they would also implement
an Entry/Exit program. Well, we have
that. It’s called US-VISIT. It’s been in
law since about 1996, when it first
began to be implemented as entry, and
then we added the exit piece of it, but
it’s never been implemented. I've stood
at the border and watched as people
come in, swipe their card, they go reg-
ister on a computer that they come
into the United States, and an hour
later the car goes back south again and
doesn’t have to stop because there’s no
exit system in place. Why not? This ad-
ministration and the previous adminis-
tration were not determined to com-
plete it.

So piece after piece of this, Mr.
Speaker, says that it’s another empty
promise, and they tell us we are going
to fix the immigration situation so
that we don’t have to deal with it
again in our lifetime. Well, we know
better. The 1986 Amnesty Act wasn’t
the last one; it was the promise of the
next one. We’ve had six or seven since
then.

This is a huge promise of amnesty,
and it wouldn’t be the last one; it
would be the biggest promise for the
next one. And anyone who could get
into the United States before this is
enacted could stay here as long as they
choose, in the shadows or out. And if
those in the shadows get to be great
enough numbers, then we will have es-
tablished that there will be another
amnesty down the line.

We cannot be a Nation unless we
have borders. We cannot declare we
have borders unless we decide and con-
trol who comes in and who goes out.
That’s an important obligation. If
there’s going to be an America, we
must preserve the rule of law. And
while we’re doing it, Mr. Speaker, we
must also preserve and protect and re-
spect the dignity of every human per-
son.
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With that, Mr. Speaker, I would yield
back the balance of my time.

CBC HOUR: BOSTON MARATHON
EXPLOSIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROTHFUS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
JEFFRIES) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the minority leader.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, thank
you very much for your recognition.
Under ordinary circumstances, I would
stand before you today as a member of
the Congressional Black Caucus, where
for the next 60 minutes the CBC would
speak directly to the American people
about an issue of significance that the
country is confronting.

However, today, as a result of the ex-
traordinary events that occurred a few
hours ago in Boston, Massachusetts,
there is no issue that is more signifi-
cant than standing with the people who
participated in the marathon, those
runners and those observers and those
first responders, who were victimized
earlier today.

As President Barack Obama men-
tioned, this is a moment where we’re
not Democrats or Independents or Re-
publicans; we’'re Americans. We’re not
Blacks, Whites, Latinos, or Asians;
we’re one today. And as representa-
tives from 43 different Congressional
districts across the country, the CBC
would like simply to extend our
thoughts and our prayers to the family
members of those who died earlier
today. We want to extend our great
sympathies and our best wishes to
those who were victimized, and we are
praying for full and complete recovery.

We also, of course, want to extend
our thanks and our heartfelt gratitude
to those first responders who, once
again, demonstrated courage under fire
and bravery in the face of dangers that
were seen and unforeseen.

Now, America is a great country, and
whatever is revealed about the attacks
that took place earlier today, we’re
confident that we have the resolve to
continue to move forward as strong as
we always have been. In the aftermath
of Pearl Harbor and throughout World
War II, Americans demonstrated great
resolve. During the Cuban Missile Cri-
sis, in the face of the possibility of nu-
clear catastrophe, Americans dem-
onstrated great resolve. In the face of
the uncertainty that followed the hor-
rific Oklahoma City bombings, Ameri-
cans demonstrated great resolve. And
of course in my home city, the great
city of New York, and all across this
country in the aftermath of the ter-
rorist attacks on September 11, Amer-
ica demonstrated great resolve this
time.

No matter what the circumstances
reveal about who was behind what took
place earlier today, we’re confident
that America will continue to show
tremendous resolve. Our spirit will not
be broken. We’re confident that law en-
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forcement will identify those respon-
sible for what took place earlier today
and bring them to justice.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

————
[ 2030

IN HONOR OF ISRAEL’S 65TH
INDEPENDENCE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
FRANKEL) for 30 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the subject of my Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, tonight’s Special Order is meant to
honor Israel’s 656th Independence Day.
But first, today’s horrible tragedy of
Boston demands our attention.

Security officials continue to inves-
tigate the details of the incident. I
know that all Americans join with us
today, our thoughts and prayers for
those affected, the victims, their fami-
lies and the courageous first respond-
ers.

When acts like this occur, I find it
even more important that we carry on
and refuse to allow our lives to be dic-
tated by those wishing ill. So, in many
ways, it’s fitting to discuss Israel to-
night, a nation that knows all too well
the pain of these tragedies. In fact,
today Israelis commemorated Memo-
rial Day to honor the memory of 24,000
Israeli men, women, and children
who’ve been Kkilled in terror attacks
and wars over the past 65 years.

Immediately following Memorial
Day, though, Israel transitions to Inde-
pendence Day, when Israelis and Jews
across the globe celebrate the modern-
day revival of the State of Israel.

The abrupt transition from the sad-
ness of Memorial Day to the joy and
celebration of Independence Day em-
bodies the Israeli narrative and serves
as a poignant lesson in resilience.

Sixty-five years ago, Israel began as
a modest nation of 800,000 people, fight-
ing for its very survival. Today,
Israel’s population stands at over 8
million. It’s a thriving liberal democ-
racy, the homeland for Jewish people, a
global economic and high-tech power-
house and maintains the region’s most
powerful military force.

Sixty-five years ago, this success was
not guaranteed and at times seemed al-
most unobtainable. Memorial Day,
which just ended tonight, and Holo-
caust Remembrance Day, which was
commemorated last week, are potent
reminders of the struggles the Jewish
people have faced and continue to face.
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The story of the Jewish people is rid-
dled with triumph and tragedy, and
Israel’s national anthem, called
“Hatikva,”” meaning ‘‘The Hope,” sings
of the 2,000-year-old dream to be free,
people in a land of our own after cen-
turies of pogroms and inquisitions and
genocide. That dream has been realized
in the establishment of the State of
Israel.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I'd like to intro-
duce and bring up a very distinguished
member of our Illinois delegation, Con-
gresswoman JAN SCHAKOWSKY.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Thank you so
much for organizing this Special Order.
I want to thank my colleague, Rep-
resentative FRANKEL from Florida, for
bringing us together. I notice we’re
wearing the colors of the Israeli flag
today in celebration of the 65th birth-
day, the anniversary of the State of
Israel.

I, too, when I walked over to the Cap-
itol, our gleaming Capitol today, I saw
our flag at half-mast, recognizing the
tragedy that happened in Boston
today; and I, too, want to acknowledge
and give my condolences to those fami-
lies of the two that we know that have
been lost, have been Kkilled, and I wish
well the dozens more that have been in-
jured. I do believe in what the Presi-
dent said, that whoever did this will be
brought to justice.

So, along with Israelis and their
friends around the world, we are also at
a moment of celebration, celebrating
the renewal of the Jewish state in the
land of Israel. For 65 years, our two na-
tions have enjoyed a close friendship as
well as a strategic alliance.

Since the United States became the
first country to recognize Israel a mere
11 minutes after her founding, Presi-
dent Truman recognized Israel as a
state, and that relationship and that
bond has continued to grow and
strengthen. Rooted in shared ideals and
dreams, as well as common global
threats, the United States-Israel rela-
tionship remains as critical today as it
was in 1948.

As a Jew and a Member of Congress,
I have a strong personal connection to
the State of Israel, and I'm committed
to continuously working to grow and
strengthen that U.S.-Israel relation-
ship. And even in the face of terrorism
and war, Israel has become a leader in
technology and energy and scientific
innovation.

Those people who haven’t gone ought
to go and see the spirit of Israel, de-
spite the relentless years of war and at-
tack and terrorist bombings. This is a
resilient people looking to find joy in
everyday life and looking forward to
the future.

I traveled to Israel this past Feb-
ruary, and like I had been on previous
trips, I was struck for the need for a
peaceful future for the Israeli people.
It’s my wish today, on the celebration
of the anniversary, that the years to
come will show a time of peace. We
need peace.

Israelis paused on Remembrance
Day, which ended at sunset in Israel, to
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commemorate the over 20,000 Israelis
who have given their lives in defense of
the Jewish state, as well as the thou-
sands more that were Kkilled in ter-
rorist attacks. Even as we celebrate
Israel’s history, we remember those
who gave their lives for their country.

As we continue to stand with the
Israeli Government in the face of
threats and terrorism, I strongly be-
lieve that the United States must also
continue to work together with our
Israeli partners to ensure a secure and
peaceful future for Israel and for the
entire Middle East. Israel is our closest
friend and ally in the turbulent Middle
East region, and the U.S. Congress re-
mains committed to a safe and secure
future for the Israeli people.

There aren’t a whole lot of things I
can say with confidence that represent
both sides of the aisle, but I can say
that the support for the State of Israel
truly is a bipartisan, a nonpartisan
issue for Members of Congress. For
over six decades, the U.S.-Israel rela-
tionship has been fortified by this bi-
partisan understanding about the crit-
ical importance of the relationship to
both countries. So today, Congress-
woman FRANKEL, as we celebrate the
656th anniversary of the establishment
of the State of Israel, we remain com-
mitted to a safe and secure future for
Israel.

Thank you so much for allowing me
to participate in this wonderful hour of
celebration.

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Thank you
very much, Congresswoman SCHA-
KOWSKY.

We’re also joined here today by a
newcomer to Congress, but very much
a rising star, my neighbor and friend in
the Palm Beach County delegation and
the distinguished colleague who is on
the House Financial Services Com-
mittee and Small Business Committee
and I know recently took a trip to
Israel, Congressman PATRICK MURPHY.
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Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Thank you,
Congresswoman FRANKEL.

First, I want to take this opportunity
to express my heartfelt condolences to
all of those affected by the tragedy
that occurred earlier today in Boston.
My heart goes out to all the friends
and families of those involved during
this most difficult time.

I also want to take this opportunity
to celebrate the 656th anniversary of the
declaration of the State of Israel. Since
David Ben-Gurion declared the estab-
lishment of the State of Israel on April
26, 1948, the United States and Israel
have maintained an unbreakable bond.
This bond is rooted in our shared val-
ues and common goals of democracy,
freedom and a desire for peace. In this
time of difficult security challenges
and economic concerns, this partner-
ship is more important than ever to
the prosperity of both nations.

Bilateral trade between the United
States and our ally Israel creates jobs
here at home and contributes to the
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American economy. The United States’
trade with Israel has reached over $40
billion, and Israel accounts for 25 per-
cent of U.S. exports to the Middle East.
The United States and Israel share a
culture of innovation and entrepre-
neurship that has attracted leading
technology companies 1like Intel,
Microsoft, and Google to Israel. At the
same time, tens of thousands of jobs in
the United States are created by Israeli
companies, and Israel has the third
most companies on the NASDAQ stock
exchange.

In just 65 years, Israel has accom-
plished extraordinary achievements.
Whether in technology, business, agri-
culture, or defense, Israel’s innovations
and advancements contribute to the
daily lives of all Americans. For exam-
ple, some of the most important tech-
nology we use every day, including in-
stant messenger, voice mail, and com-
puter processor, were developed in
Israel. Additionally, Israeli medical ad-
vances are saving lives here in the U.S.
and around the world, and Israeli-de-
veloped military technologies are pro-
tecting American troops stationed in
the Middle East.

Mr. Speaker, our partnership with
Israel is not just an investment in
American jobs and American pros-
perity; it is an investment in freedom
and democracy. Simply put, investing
in Israel is investing in America, and
we must continue to maintain our
strong relationship with the State of
Israel. I ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Israel on her 65th
Independence Day and in reaffirming
the lasting partnership between our
two countries.

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Thank
you, Mr. MURPHY.

Now I have the privilege of intro-
ducing the distinguished ranking mem-
ber of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, ELIOT ENGEL, from the great
State of New York.

Mr. ENGEL. I thank the gentle-
woman from Florida.

Let me say, as the ranking member
on the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, I really want everyone to know
what a valued member of our com-
mittee the gentlewoman from Florida
is. She is a new Member of Congress,
but we value her opinions and thoughts
and hard work on our committee. I
know she has got a very bright future
on our committee and in Congress, and
I thank her for inviting me to partici-
pate in this very important Special
Order.

As we’ve heard, Mr. Speaker, from so
many of our colleagues who have spo-
ken, the United States and Israel have
much in common. Israel is the only de-
mocracy in the Middle East. The
United States, of course, is the oldest
democracy in the world. We have simi-
lar values. The standard of living of
citizens in both our countries is higher
than in most of the world, and Israel
and the United States share common
concerns.

Israel is celebrating its 65th birth-
day, a celebration of the holiday of
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Yom Ha’Atzmaut, and I think all
Americans want to congratulate the
people of Israel for persevering in a
very, very dangerous neighborhood and
in a very, very dangerous environment.

Earlier today, we had a terrible trag-
edy in the United States, in Boston, in
which lives were lost, in what seems to
be a bombing, or a potential terrorist
attack. I don’t want to jump to conclu-
sions, but that’s the way it appears. As
a New Yorker who lived through Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terrorism is something
that, whenever it raises, or rears, its
ugly head, all people of goodwill must
condemn it. The people of Israel have
lived through that—have lived through
bombings of busses and bombings of
pizza shops and bombings of weddings
and just random bombings of people
who care not about life but who care
about death. So we pause, of course, for
the loss of life in Boston today, and we
understand that, when Israel has gone
through terrorist attacks, there has
been a similar crying out of wanton
acts of terror.

I just came back a few weeks ago
from Israel. I had the honor of trav-
eling there with President Obama, and
the President, of course, is working fe-
verishly to try to move towards a two-
state solution, which all of us believe is
the best thing that could happen—a
Palestinian state and an Israel Jewish
state. Certainly, the United States will
always stand by its ally Israel. I'll be
going back to the region in a couple of
weeks, visiting Israel again with senior
members of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee and of the other relevant
committees because we realize how im-
portant it is to continue to keep the re-
lationship between the U.S. and Israel.

It has been a very strong partnership,
and it has been a good partnership.
Israel is one of the greatest supporters
of the United States in the United Na-
tions and elsewhere, and of course the
United States is one of the greatest
supporters of Israel. Iron Dome, which
is saving countless Israeli civilian
lives, has been funded for and provided
for by the United States, and the
United States has stood by the people
of Israel in its constant fight against
terrorism.

I am just so happy that we are cele-
brating Israel’s 656th birthday. I guess
that makes Israel a senior citizen these
days. Israel is obviously a very new
country but of people in a very, very
old land. Israel is the ancient Jewish
homeland, and the rebirth of the Jew-
ish state in 1948 is a miracle for all to
behold.

So I am very, very proud of the rela-
tionship that we in the United States
have with the State of Israel and the
people of Israel. I am very proud that
we have strong supporters of Israel on
both sides of the aisle. Israel, as Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY said before, is a bipartisan
or a nonpartisan issue in that people,
Democrats and Republicans, under-
stand that Israel’s fight for democracy,
against terrorism and for its people is
really the same fight that we have here
in the United States.
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Again, I want to thank the gentle-
woman from Florida for including me
in this, and I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with her on the For-
eign Affairs Committee and in Con-
gress on this issue and on so many
other issues of importance to the peo-
ple of the United States.

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Thank you
very much, Congressman ENGEL, and
thank you for your great leadership to
us in Congress.

Now I am very pleased to yield to an-
other new Member of Congress, a col-
league of mine in the class of 2013 and
a colleague of mine on the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee and on the Sub-
committee on the Middle East and
North Africa, from the great State of
Illinois, BRAD SCHNEIDER.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Thank you. It is an
honor to speak in celebration of Yom
Ha’Atzmaut, the 65th anniversary of
the birth of Israel, and of the partner-
ship between our country and the coun-
try of Israel for all of those 65 years. I
am proud that the United States was
one of the first countries to recognize
the new state 65 years ago and that our
bond has continued to grow.

I had the privilege of being in Israel
15 years ago for the Jubilee celebra-
tion—to see the vibrancy of the coun-
try and the hopes for prosperity and
peace in the region that were shared by
so many of the people—and as we come
forward 15 years, to see that the part-
nership between the United States and
Israel has continued to grow, as was
mentioned earlier, in so many different
aspects: on security and defense as well
as economically and culturally. We are
sharing technologies. We are sharing
experiences. We have a special bond
built on common values and a common
dream of a better world for our chil-
dren, and we are contributing to the
world in so many different ways.
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I was in Israel 3 years ago, and I had
a chance to see some of the new tech-
nologies that were emerging, both with
electric cars and some of the medical
technologies; and you see the partner-
ship with the United States and Israel
in technology is contributing to the en-
tire world. In medical aspects you see
where research is being collaboratively
done between our country and re-
searchers in Israel, working to find
cures for disease to ease the pain and
burdens of families and individuals who
are afflicted with different diseases,
cancers, and other types. This is some-
thing that’s a beacon to the rest of the
world.

My district in Illinois, the 10th Con-
gressional District of Illinois, is home
to many people who have family in
Israel, who travel to Israel. Our con-
nection to Israel is not strictly polit-
ical; it is personal. And the relation-
ship we have and will continue to have
is a special bond that I'm pleased and
honored to be able to represent.

With you, being a member of the
Middle East and North Africa Com-
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mittee, being a life-long advocate for a
strong U.S.-Israel relationship, it is a
great distinction and honor for me to
stand here to celebrate Yom
Ha’Atzmaut, the 65th anniversary for
Israel. I am honored to be going to
Israel again in 2 weeks with members
of the Chicago community. We will be
going throughout the country. We will
have a chance to visit Iron Dome, I will
have a chance to visit Sderot, and
places where Israel is at the front lines
of a battle that is ours together.

So I am proud and honored to rep-
resent Illinois here in the TUnited
States House of Representatives know-
ing that the bond, the connection, be-
tween the United States and Israel is
sound, secure, and permanent.

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Thank you
very much, Mr. SCHNEIDER.

Tonight, we have had a very good, I
think, discussion here because in
Israel, as we speak, Israelis dressed in
blue and white flood the streets for
ceremonies and parties to celebrate all
that Israel has accomplished. And what
a lesson we have learned because even
in our sadness in our hearts tonight for
the people in Boston, we can learn from
Israel the resilience of how to come
back from tragedy.

I thank both of you, Mr. SCHNEIDER
and Mr. MURPHY, for reminding us that
Israel is not just to be known for a
place of trouble and conflict. They
have developed some of the leading
universities in the world, boast the
highest ratio of university degrees to
population. And as Mr. MURPHY men-
tioned, it is oft been labeled ‘‘the start-
up nation” for its remarkably ad-
vanced entrepreneurial economy and is
among the world’s leaders in high-tech
industry and is at the forefront of re-
search and development in the field of
renewable energy sources.

And most incredibly, even as Israel
struggles to protect and care for its
own population, Israel regularly sends
humanitarian aid, search and rescue
teams, mobile hospitals, and other
emergency supplies to help victims of
disasters around the world.

We know that Israel has its share of
difficulties, as every country does; but
despite the current impasse for the
peace process, the majority of Israelis
continue to show support for a two-
state solution.

So as we conclude tonight, I want to
say that I know on a personal note, as
a mother of a combat veteran, I know
too well the pain and fear and lying
awake at night wondering if your child
will come home safe. That’s the feeling
that parents in Israel often have. That
is the reason I know that I will work
with Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. ENGEL, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, and the rest of my col-
leagues here in what I am so happy to
say is a bipartisan way to strengthen
the United States-Israel relationship.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I just want
to say happy birthday to the State of
Israel.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Jewish state of Israel on
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Israel's Independence Day, Yom Ha’atzmaut. |
am proud to join many other colleagues in the
United States Congress in honoring the
strength of the US-Israel friendship and the
shining example that Israel gives as America’s
most reliable partner in the region.

Last month, when President Obama visited
Israel, Prime Minister Netanyahu gave him a
special gift, a nano-chip, designed and created
by Technion scientists. Set against the back-
drop of a Jerusalem stone, this nano-chip re-
calls the advancements of Israel in the context
of its ancient roots. Inscribed side by side on
the nano-chip were replicas of the Declara-
tions of Independence of the United States of
America and the State of Israel.

This gift reminds us of shared values be-
tween the United States and Israel—spelled
out on some of our Nations’ earliest docu-
ments. In Israel, their Declaration of Independ-
ence refers to its commitment to “uphold the
full social and political equality of all its citi-
zens, without distinction of race, creed or sex”
and a guarantee of “full freedom of con-
science, worship, education and culture.” In
the United States, centuries before, our fore-
fathers pledged “that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Hap-
piness.” These shared values demonstrate
that the US Israel relationship can withstand
the toughest challenges because the founda-
tion of the relationship is built on enduring val-
ues.

In these uncertain times in the Middle East
and North Africa, Israel seems surrounded by
chaos. On one border, Israel must rely on
Egypt to disrupt weapons and human smug-
gling into Gaza. To the North, Lebanon is po-
litically fractured, with an avowed terrorist
group, Hezbollah, in the government. In Syria,
a post-Assad era seems near, yet opposition
groups are becoming more closely aligned
with those who seek Israel’s destruction. In
Jordan, the state is under tremendous burden
to cope with refugees from other more unsta-
ble parts of the Middle East, leading to a
shaky foundation for one of Israel’'s most im-
portant relationships. With an intransigent Pal-
estinian leadership refusing to negotiate, a po-
litical solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict
seems out of reach. Iran’s illicit nuclear pro-
gram remains an existential threat to Israel,
haunting every decision that Israel’s govern-
ment makes.

Israel does not have to be reminded of
these threats. Every year, on the day before
Independence Day, Israelis mourn the loss of
those who were killed in service to their coun-
try. The Israeli Memorial Day, Yom Hazikaron,
is marked by the sound of a piercing siren that
stops the entire country. Because everyone in
Israel has been touched by the violence of the
Arab-Israeli conflict—no matter how young or
old.

And yet, despite these challenges across
the region and the world, the Israeli people re-
main resilient and strong. Their economy is
growing rapidly, they continue to have just and
fair elections and their democracy thrives. On
this Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel has much to be
proud of.

And the United States’ commitment to Israel
is unshakeable. As Israel faces difficult deci-
sions ahead about peace and security, the
United States will stand by its ally and friend.
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| wish the people and government of Israel
a Chag Sameach, a happy holiday on this
65th Independence Day.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to recognize Israel, our partner in peace
and prosperity, for its 65 years of independ-
ence.

On April 14, 1948, just hours before the Brit-
ish Mandate was due to end, Israel's Found-
ing Fathers and Founding Mothers, led by fu-
ture David Ben-Gurion declared the birth of
the State of Israel in Tel Aviv.

Many of the Jews who lived in Israel in
1948 were survivors of the Second World War
and the Holocaust, which pushed international
opinion for the need for a homeland for the
Jewish people where they could be free from
persecution and free to build a better life.

Since that fateful day in Tel Aviv, Israel and
its people have worked tirelessly to build a
thriving democracy that is economically pros-
perous and at peace with neighboring nations.

The first nation to recognize lIsrael’s inde-
pendence, | am proud to say, was the United
States, which welcomed Israel into the com-
munity of nations just hours after its declara-
tion.

The bonds between our two great nations,
bound together by common interests and
shared values, have only grown with time.

It is also fitting to take this occasion to
speak on the future of a lasting peace. As |
and my colleagues in this chamber have said
repeatedly, the only path to peace is through
direct negotiations between Israel and the Pal-
estinians.

Mr. Speaker, | hope on this joyous day that
we reflect on the need to redouble our efforts
to bring peace to the region and continue to
tangibly support our friend and ally in its re-
quest for peace.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in strong support of the contribution of the
State of Israel as it celebrates its 65th anniver-
sary as a vibrant and open democratic society.

| had the great privilege to live and work in
Israel in the mid-1960’s and celebrated Israel’s
22nd anniversary by taking part in a three-day
walk from the shores of Tel Aviv to the hills of
Jerusalem.

Now about 50 years later, | marvel at the
extraordinary changes that have taken place
in Israel.

In its 65 years, Israel has managed some
incredible achievements.

These have been true gifts to Americans
and the world—healing the sick, improving se-
curity, and promoting commerce.

Israeli doctors and researchers have pro-
duced countless medical advances.

Israelis have developed techniques to better
assist cancer and Parkinson’s patients.

Israelis invented the PillCam to better detect
disorders of the Gl Tract.

Israelis are pioneering robotic surgery.

Israelis were key to developing the cell
phone—which has transformed American busi-
ness and, of course, allowed many Jewish
mothers, like myself, to instantly get in touch
with their children.

Israelis also invented voice mail technology.

Israel developed the Iron Dome Missile De-
fense System which has already saved count-
less lives from missile attacks. And, Israel is
sharing this vital technology with the United
States.

Israel is also a leader in conservation and
renewable energy. In fact, Israel is the only
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country in the world that entered the 21st cen-
tury with a net gain in its number of trees,
made more remarkable because this was
achieved in an area considered mainly desert.

And, Israel continues to be a shining exam-
ple of democratic governance in the Middle
East.

Israel is the only country in the Middle East
with protections for free speech, free press,
free practice of religion, women’s rights and
gay rights.

All citizens of Israel have full voting rights
without regard to race, sex, or ethnicity.

And, Israel's parliament, the Knesset, in-
cludes Jews and Arabs alike as members.

Israel is a small country in a hostile environ-
ment that has found a way to accomplish big
things.

We as Americans are better off today be-
cause of Israel’s existence.

And, as | wish Israel and her citizens a
happy 65th birthday, | stress that | will con-
tinue working with my colleagues to support
our closest friend and ally, as it continues to
inspire the world with its achievement.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, tonight many
of my colleagues will be participating in a spe-
cial order in observance of Yom Ha’atzmaut,
Israel’s Independence Day.

| want to join them in celebration and wish
the Israeli people a very happy and blessed
65 years of independence.

The road traveled by the people of Israel re-
quired extraordinary and unimaginable sac-
rifice.

And still this struggle continues every day
for Jewish people in countries across the
world.

| am proud to stand with Israel and continue
our nation’s support of democracy and peace
in the Middle East.

A personal hero of mine, President Truman,
bonded our countries together when he made
the United States the first nation to recognize
the State of Israel.

Since that time we’ve worked together to
promote peace in the region and stand up to
threats and acts of aggression.

Today lIsrael faces new challenges and un-
certainty. But by acting together the United
States and Israel can—and will—overcome.

Again, | would like to offer my sincere con-
gratulations to Israel on its 65th year of inde-
pendence, and my hope that we will continue
to strive towards a stable and peaceful Middle
East and North Africa.

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate America’s great friend and ally,
Israel, and the people of Israel, on the 65th
anniversary of their independence.

Mr. Speaker, as a student, in the 1980’s, |
was incredibly fortunate to have the oppor-
tunity to travel to Israel. | learned a lot from
that journey. There are few places | have
been to in my life as vibrant and dynamic as
that nation. | was impressed, as | think most
visitors are, by the great optimism and resil-
ience of the Israeli people—optimism and re-
silience that they showed even during a time
of extreme uncertainty.

And | was also struck by how small, and
how vulnerable, Israel is geographically. On a
clear day, you can stand on top of the Golan
Heights and see from one end of the country
to another. Right before your eyes, you can
see the fragility of the country’s security—
whose defense is a great credit to the Israeli
people.
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Right before your eyes, you see a strong,
but geographically small country, a country not
protected by oceans, a country with many
hostile neighbors, a country that has been
bravely defending itself from terrorist and mili-
tary attacks repeatedly since its independ-
ence.

My visit to Israel dramatically increased my
appreciation for Israel and helped define my
own views about the importance of their secu-
rity and our nation’s special relationship with
Israel. Our shared national interests and our
shared values of democracy, peace, and lib-
erty have defined that relationship for 65 years
now and will continue to define that relation-
ship into the future.

I’'m proud to join my colleagues of both par-
ties in expressing a renewed commitment to
that special relationship and to Israel’s secu-
rity, in honoring Israel’s history, in expressing
our best wishes for Israel's continued accom-
plishments, and in offering our congratulations
to the Israeli people on this significant anniver-
sary.

Congratulations to our dear friends in Israel
on the 65th anniversary of your nation’s inde-
pendence.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. HONDA (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of official
business.

Ms. MOORE (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of med-
ical reasons.

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California (at
the request of Mr. CANTOR) for today
and the balance of the week on account
of family business.

——
ADJOURNMENT

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 55 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, April 16, 2013, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1099. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Importation of Live Birds and Poul-
try, Poultry Meat, and Poultry Products
From a Region in the European Union
[Docket No: APHIS-2009-0094] (RIN: 0579-
AD45) received April 2, 2013, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

1100. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Styrene-Ethylene-Pro-
pylene Block Copolymer; Tolerance Exemp-
tion [EPA-HQ-OPP-2013-0043; FRL-9380-5] re-
ceived April 5, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.
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1101. A letter from the Acting Principal
Deputy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting the Department’s annual report for 2012
on the STARBASE Program, pursuant to 10
U.S.C. 2193b(g); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

1102. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Financial Institutions Examination Council,
transmitting the Council’s Annual Report
for 2012; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

1103. A letter from the Administrator, Se-
curities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule —
Amendment to Rule Filing Requirements for
Dually-Registered Clearing Agencies [Re-
lease No.: 34-69284; File No.: S7-29-11] (RIN:
3235-AL18) received April 8, 2013, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

1104. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Serv-
ice of Process on Manufacturers; Manufac-
turers Importing Electronic Products Into
the United States; Agent Designation;
Change of Address [Docket No.: FDA-2007-N-
0091] (formerly 2007N-0104) received April 2,
2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

1105. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Med-
ical Devices; Technical Amendment [Docket
No.: FDA-2013-N-0011] received April 2, 2013,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

1106. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Medicaid Program; Increased Federal Med-
ical Assistance Percentage Changes under
the Affordable Care Act of 2010 [CMS-2327-
FC] (RIN: 0938-AR38) received April 1, 2013,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

1107. A letter from the Deputy Bureau,
Wireline Competition Bureau, Federal Com-
munications Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s final rule — Connect America
Fund; High Cost Universal Service Support
[WC Docket No.: 10-90] [WC Docket No.: 05-
337] received April 2, 2013, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

1108. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department
of State, transmitting Notification of the in-
tention to exercise the authority under Sec-
tion 552(c)(2) of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961, to authorize the drawdown to the
Syrian Opposition Coalition and the Su-
preme Military Council; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

1109. A letter from the Director, Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity and Inclusion, Farm
Credit System Insurance Corporation, trans-
mitting the Corporation’s annual report for
FY 2012 prepared in accordance with the No-
tification and Federal Employee Anti-
discrimination and Retaliation Act of 2002
(No FEAR Act); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

1110. A letter from the Chairman, Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Review Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s annual
report for Fiscal Year 2012 prepared in ac-
cordance with Section 203 of the Notification
and Federal Employee Antidiscrimination
and Retaliation Act of 2002 (No FEAR Act),
Public Law 107-174; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

1111. A letter from the Chair, Recovery Ac-
countability and Transparency Board, trans-
mitting the Board’s annual report for FY
2012 prepared in accordance with Section 203
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of the Notification and Federal Employee
Antidiscrimination and Retaliation Act of
2002 (No FEAR Act), Public Law 107-174; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

1112. A letter from the Federal Liaison Of-
ficer, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Changes
to Representation of Others Before The
United States Patent and Trademark Office
[Docket No.: PTO-C-2012-0034] (RIN: 0651-
ACB81) received April 2, 2013, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

1113. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Assistant Attorney General, Department of
Justice, transmitting the 2012 Biennial Re-
port on the Effectiveness of Grant Programs
under the Violence Against Women Act; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

1114. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Annual Report to Congress and the National
Transportation Safety Board Responding to
Issues on the National Transportation Safe-
ty Board’s 2013 Most Wanted List; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

1115. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Maritime Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s 51st annual report of activities
for fiscal year 2012; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

1116. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tion Policy and Management, Office of the
General Counsel, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Grants for Transportation of Vet-
erans in Highly Rural Areas (RIN: 2900-A001)
received April 2, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

1117. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Ap-
peals Settlement Guidelines — New York
State Qualified Empire Zone Enterprise
Credit Real Property Taxes received April 8,
2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

1118. A letter from the Chairman, Defense
Nuclear Facilities Safety Board, transmit-
ting the Board’s Twenty-Third Annual Re-
port to Congress on health and safety activi-
ties; jointly to the Committees on Armed
Services and Energy and Commerce.

—————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan: Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence. H.R. 624. A
bill to provide for the sharing of certain
cyber threat intelligence and cyber threat
information between the intelligence com-
munity and cybersecurity entities, and for
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept.
113-39). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union,

———————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. PITTS (for himself, Mr. BUR-

GESS, and Mrs. WAGNER):

H.R. 1549. A bill to amend Public Law 111-
148 to transfer fiscal year 2013 through fiscal
year 2016 funds from the Prevention and Pub-
lic Health Fund to carry out the temporary
high risk health insurance pool program for
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