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Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program
are well funded. But we also need to
work with doctors and nurses, with
Medicare and Medicaid, and with other
health care professionals to treat hun-
ger as a health issue. We need to pre-
vent costly hospital readmissions that
are preventable with proper nutrition.
We need to ensure that seniors aren’t
falling through the cracks and that
they aren’t going hungry.

Mr. Speaker, we need Presidential
leadership to End Hunger Now, and we
need a White House conference on food
and nutrition to talk about senior hun-
ger; to brainstorm, plan, and execute a
national antihunger plan that will
truly end hunger now.

We are the most prosperous Nation in
the world. There is absolutely no rea-
son why anyone should go hungry in
the United States of America. It is es-
pecially shameful that so many older
people, people who have made this
country great, find themselves in a po-
sition where they are hungry. We can
do something about it. I hope we come
together, and I hope we end hunger
now.

——
CHAINED CPI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, there’s a
lot of talk in Washington, D.C., about
something called chained CPI. A lot of
people don’t know what that means.
We have assurances from the White
House and the Republicans who origi-
nated this idea. It’s an innocuous sort
of little change to Social Security, vet-
erans benefits, and other programs, be-
cause we overstate inflation in the CPI.

Actually, particularly for seniors,
the reverse is true. The consumer price
index, as measured, significantly un-
derstates inflation that impacts sen-
iors because seniors have a different
buying pattern than 20-year-olds.
They’re not out buying the latest
iPhone. They’re buying a lot of medical
care, going up much faster than meas-
ured inflation, pharmaceuticals going
up at phenomenal, obscene rates. Hous-
ing, energy, and all those things make
up a bigger percentage of their budget
in retirement.

For years, I have proposed legislation
to accurately measure the cost of liv-
ing for seniors, which actually would
increase their annual cost-of-living ad-
justments. But now come the White
House and the Republicans to say we’re
overstating inflation. Let’s just use
chained CPI, it doesn’t matter, it’s all
about substitution. If they can’t afford
beef, they’ll do chicken; if they can’t
do chicken, they’ll do pasta; if they
can’t do pasta, they’ll buy dog food; if
they can’t afford that, they’ll starve.
That’s kind of the bottom line of these
pointy-headed economists out there on
how these sort of weird theories work.

Here’s a graphic that demonstrates
this a little better. This shows for a re-
tired single woman, widowed or other-
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wise, how much food would be lost on
an annual basis with chained CPI as it
eats away at the annual adjustments
and the things that she purchases go up
faster and faster.
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Each shopping cart represents a
weekly food budget of $563. That’s not
exactly living high on the hog here. At
65, she loses 2 weeks of food. And a
woman retiring at age 65 this year has
a life expectancy of 20 years. That
means at age 85, with this new device,
the chained CPI, she would lose 16
weeks worth of her food budget. That’s
16 weeks.

Everybody, as they get older, works
through their savings and other means
of support. And if you live too long,
you’re going to have a really hard time
making ends meet. If we chain the CPI,
it will get even harder for the next gen-
eration of seniors.

There’s kind of a mixed message
here. Republicans want to cut entitle-
ments. They never supported Social Se-
curity and Medicare, but they just
want to cut them to make sure they’re
there in the future. Well, If you chain
the CPI, Social Security, which is sup-
posed to have adequate benefits to pay
full guaranteed benefits until 2033,
would pick up 2 years. So we cut bene-
fits for 100 percent of seniors retiring
now and in the future, and Social Secu-
rity would last 2 years longer. That
doesn’t exactly save Social Security,
does it?

On the converse, with my plan, where
we lift the cap so that people who earn
a $1 million or $2 million or one of
those hedge fund guys earning a billion
dollars a year would pay Social Secu-
rity tax on all of his or her income, we
add 50 years to the life of Social Secu-
rity. That’s about as far as you can
measure it into the future.

If they wanted to save Social Secu-
rity, if that’s what the White House is
up to, if that’s what the Republicans
are up to, it’s a much better way to do
it without penalizing seniors. But
that’s not really what it’s about. It’s to
take a program, Social Security, which
is self-funding, doesn’t draw on the
general fund, doesn’t create any def-
icit, it’s to take money from Social Se-
curity and use it elsewhere to plug
holes in our budget.

That’s not right. It’s the highest tax
paid by many American workers to the
Federal Government. Almost half of
workers pay more in Social Security
taxes, particularly the self-employed,
than they do income taxes to the Fed-
eral Government. And if you earn over
$112,000 a year, your tax rate goes
down. If you get $1,200,000, your tax
rate is one-tenth that of someone who
earns $50,000 a year; $12 million, one
one-hundredth; and those billionaires
are paying less than 1 second’s wages
in Social Security taxes.

If you want to fix the program, lift
the cap and make everybody pay the
same percentage of their income into
Social Security, but don’t pretend by
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taking food out of the mouths of sen-
iors in the future that you’re fixing the
problem for full funding of Social Secu-
rity beyond 2033. You’re not. That’s a
lie. Admit what you’re doing. You want
to cut benefits to seniors, to veterans
and other working Americans with this
chained CPI artifice.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 13
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

—
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WENSTRUP) at 2 p.m.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God of the universe, we
give You thanks for giving us another
day. We thank You that You give us a
share in Your creative work, having
endowed each with unique and impor-
tant talents.

On this day, we ask Your blessing on
the men and women of the people’s
House who have been entrusted with
the care of this great Nation’s people.
Because of the great blessings You
have bestowed on our Nation, may we
embrace the opportunity to build a bet-
ter world beyond our borders as well.

May all that we do this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WE NEED A FAIRER, SIMPLER TAX
CODE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today is tax day. This year,
millions of Americans spent more time
than ever before preparing their taxes
as a result of ObamaCare’s 21 new tax
increases, which added up to more than
$1 trillion, destroying jobs.

The Tax Code is extremely complex,
with over 4 million words, and is com-
prised of over 74,000 pages. House Re-
publicans understand that we need to
reform the Tax Code to make it more
fair and simple.

Our budget proposal, the Path to
Prosperity, not only repeals
ObamaCare and the job-destroying

taxes associated with it, it also reforms
our Tax Code to encourage new jobs by
small businesses. By simplifying our
Tax Code, closing loopholes, and low-
ering rates, small businesses will be
able to begin hiring again and increase
wages for American workers.

The Presidential and Senate budget
plans keep ObamaCare taxes in place
and advocate for billions in new taxes.
Raising taxes takes money from small
businesses and destroys jobs.

I encourage the Senate and the Presi-
dent to begin working with House Re-
publicans to clean up the Tax Code,
rather than increasing regulations and
taxes that will destroy jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———————

HONORING THE VICTIMS OF THE
VIRGINIA TECH SHOOTING

(Mr. TIERNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember the tragic shooting at
Virginia Tech. Seven years ago tomor-
row our country lost more than 30
lives, many of them college students
with their entire future stretching out
before them.

One of those students was Ross
Alameddine, who lived in Saugus,
which is in my district. He was loved
by his family and friends, and is re-
membered by countless more. I've had
the honor to talk with his mother,
Lynnette Alameddine, and have seen,
firsthand, how she has turned her sor-
row into action, working to prevent
other tragedies like the one that took
her child, and to protect all of our chil-
dren, our sons and daughters.

And she’s not alone. In recent
months we’ve seen the strength of
moms and dads across the country.
Americans were mobilized in joining
together to demand action, to ensure
that Congress passes responsible legis-
lation to reduce gun violence.

In my district alone, some 500 people
in the last few days have joined me on-
line to demand action on commonsense
legislation. Through my Web site,
Facebook, and Twitter, hundreds of
parents and grandparents and students
have added their names to the hun-
dreds of thousands of voices across the
country calling on Speaker BOEHNER to
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bring legislation to the House floor to
reduce gun violence.

We cannot let some in Congress block
action. We all deserve a vote.

——
OUR TAX SYSTEM IS BROKEN

(Mr. RICE of South Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this week, as hardworking
Americans across the country submit
their tax returns, we are all reminded
of the heavy burden placed upon all
taxpayers by our country’s broken tax
system.

Like a snowball rolling down a hill,
the United States Tax Code has grown
and bloated itself over time, resulting
in an avalanche of overregulation com-
ing down on the heads of American tax-
payers.

There have been over 4,400 changes to
the Tax Code in the last decade alone.
That averages to more than one per
day. Is it any surprise, then, that the
United States boasts more tax pre-
parers than we do police officers and
firefighters combined?

We’re facing a four-alarm tax emer-
gency in this country, and the House
Republicans have a plan to address it.
We stand committed to fundamental,
comprehensive tax reform that makes
our Tax Code fairer and simpler for all
Americans, a Tax Code that makes our
corporations more competitive, that
will stop the hemorrhaging of Amer-
ican jobs overseas and bring jobs back
to our shores.

Tax reform would increase hard-
working Americans’ take-home pay so
that they have more money to live on,
instead of the government having more
of their money to spend.

Mr. Speaker, that’s what American
taxpayers deserve.

—————

CONGRATULATING HOPWOOD JUN-
IOR HIGH SCHOOL ON ITS 50TH
ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, 50 years
ago, the first school to offer secondary
education in the Northern Mariana Is-
lands was officially named Hopwood
Junior-Senior High School, in honor of
Admiral Herbert Gladstone Hopwood,
commander-in-chief of the Pacific
Fleet.

In 1969, when a senior high school
opened, the name was shortened to
Hopwood Junior High School. But the
school itself expanded. It now has the
second-largest student body of any
Northern Marianas school, serving
nearly 1,200 young scholars.

Facilities expanded to vocational
education buildings; an alternative
school, Lina’la Malawasch Academy;
and a performing arts building.

Hopwood’s motto is: “We Make Every
Day the Best.”” This upbeat attitude is
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reflected in a record of performance,
including awards in regional forensic
and theater competitions, spelling
bees, and Academic Challenge Bowls.

From humble beginnings in 1949, to
this day, Hopwood has served a vital
role in the lives of our students and our
communities. I have great confidence
the school will continue to distinguish
itself in the years to come.

Congratulations to the
Hilitais.

Hopwood

————
FLAWED IMMIGRATION PROPOSAL

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the Senate’s immigration proposal con-
tains a fatal flaw. It legalizes almost
everyone in the country illegally, am-
nesty, before it secures the border.

As a result, the Senate proposal
issues an open invitation to enter the
country illegally. Millions more will do
so before the border is secure. The Sen-
ate proposal would dramatically in-
crease illegal immigration.

The non-partisan Government Ac-
countability Office found that only 6
percent of the U.S.-Mexico border is
under full control of the Border Patrol.
And 40 percent of all illegal immi-
grants are visa overstayers. Yet, the
Senate proposal legalizes almost every-
one in the country before a system is
set up to identify the visa overstayers.

The Senate proposal amounts to am-
nesty first, border security later, if
ever. It is fatally flawed.

————
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TAX REFORM II

(Mr. WENSTRUP asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WENSTRUP. It’s that time of
year again. Folks back in my district
and all across America have had to
part ways with our hard-earned money
as we send our taxes off to Washington.
How long did it take you just to figure
out the complicated tax forms and get
everything together just to file your
returns? It takes the average American
13 hours. Not the best use of your time,
is it? But, then, it’s not hard to imag-
ine when you consider that our Tax
Code contains over 70,000 pages of regu-
lations.

That’s not the tax system that our
fellow Americans deserve. We need a
Tax Code that is fairer and simpler for
everyone—families, students, business
owners, and all hardworking taxpayers.
That’s the kind of comprehensive tax
reform that the House Republicans
want to enact.

———

TAXES AND THE BUDGET

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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