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biopharmaceutical and medical tech-
nology companies in New Jersey to
Hurricane Sandy relief activities.

New Jersey companies in the bio-
pharmaceutical field have donated an
estimated $11.1 million towards Sandy
relief efforts. The New Jersey bio-
pharmaceutical and medical tech-
nology companies made contributions
to a large number of organizations, in-
cluding the American Red Cross,
AmeriCares, Direct Relief Inter-
national, Feeding America, the Salva-
tion Army, Save the Children, United
Way, and the Hurricane Sandy New
Jersey Relief Fund.

The community also coordinated
with the Department of Health and
Human Services to ensure an uninter-
rupted supply chain of critical life-sav-
ing drugs as well as having teamed up
with local pharmacies to provide free
or discounted prescriptions to affected
patients. In addition, individual com-
panies performed a variety of services
in the immediate aftermath of Sandy,
including the distribution of hygiene
kits; providing generators to local mu-
nicipalities; deploying emergency de-
contamination units; preparing food
for first responders; and working to
supply hospitals, pharmacies, and re-
tailers with supplies that their pa-
tients and customers needed.

While our community as a whole
came together to provide relief to the
victims of Sandy, we thank the bio-
pharmaceutical industry of New Jer-
sey.

———

THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE
PRESIDENT’S PROPOSED BUDGET

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, there
is much that could be said about the
President’s proposed budget, but I
think ordinary taxpayers need to know
its impact on jobs and the economy.

Economists and national accounting
firms have stated that the tax in-
creases that President Obama pushed
through in January have slowed the
economy and contributed to a loss of
24,000 retail jobs in March, part of a
very dismal jobs report. When con-
sumers have less money in their pock-
ets, the inevitable results in fewer jobs.

Apparently, President Obama has not
learned from his mistake. His budget
contains almost $600 billion in even
more new taxes. At a time when mil-
lions of Americans are giving up hope
of finding jobs and are exiting the
workforce, President Obama’s budget
will only inflict more pain on ordinary
families.

House Republicans have passed a re-
sponsible budget that leads to balance
while also preserving Social Security
and Medicare. Let’s work together for
fiscally accountable government that
will help restore jobs to American fam-
ilies.
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REDUCING GUN VIOLENCE IN
AMERICA

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, today, the
Senate is taking up commonsense leg-
islation to help reduce gun violence in
America.

I have and always will be a staunch
supporter of the Second Amendment,
and I strongly support the constitu-
tional rights of my constituents to own
guns. This bipartisan legislation to ex-
pand background checks does not in-
fringe on the rights of law-abiding gun
owners. Instead, it strengthens our ex-
isting system of background checks to
help keep guns out of the hands of dan-
gerous offenders.

Forty percent of guns sold in the
United States currently don’t go
through background checks. Failing to
act means that just anyone can con-
tinue to buy weapons at gun shows or
over the Internet without being subject
to a background check. The vast ma-
jority of Americans support back-
ground checks. Democrats and Repub-
licans support background checks. The
vast majority of responsible gun own-
ers support background checks.

It is commonsense legislation that
should be enacted, and it will make our
country safer. I urge the House to take
this up as soon as the Senate completes
its work.

———

KEYSTONE XL WILL HELP LOWER
UTILITY RATES

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, last week,
I was home in Montana to highlight
the important role that natural re-
sources play in our State’s economy. In
fact, I put 3,000 miles in traveling
around our great State. One question I
was asked repeatedly was: When will
the Keystone pipeline be approved?

We all know the tremendous eco-
nomic impact the Keystone pipeline
would have and the jobs that would be
created; but when I was in Glasgow,
Montana, I learned of a relatively un-
known benefit as a result of the pipe-
line.

You see, NorVal Electric Co-Op in
Glasgow is slated to supply electricity
to one of the Keystone XL pump sta-
tions. If the pipeline is built, this rural
electric co-op will be able to spread its
cost burdens with the pipeline and,
consequently, hold rates steady for its
3,000-plus Montana customers. If the
pipeline is not approved, it told me
that NorVal customers will see up-
wards of a 40-percent increase in their
utility rates over the next 10 years.

As I've said time and time again, this
is common sense. Keystone means jobs;
it means another step towards energy
independence; and it means lower util-
ity rates for rural Montanans, for hard-
working Montana families.
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President Obama, it’s time to ap-
prove the Keystone pipeline.
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HUMANE IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. VARGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
thank the faith-based communities in
this country for praying for a humane
and just immigration reform. We heard
from the Chaplain today in his prayer,
and we probably all caught the three
references. The first one was from Le-
viticus 19, the issue of treating the for-
eign born as your own. Then we heard
the Hebrews treating the stranger,
treat him well because he may be the
angel among you. And then of course,
lastly, Matthew 25, treating the strang-
er because that’s how you’re going to
be judged.

I want to thank each and every pas-
tor, each and every priest, each and
every rabbi that has been praying for
us on this issue. I think that hardened
hearts are changing here. Certainly the
debate that we’ve been having has been
humane. Much of the leadership has
come from a bipartisan group of Demo-
crats and Republicans with open
hearts, and I appreciate that. And that
has not happened by itself. It has hap-
pened because of the prayers and the
supplication of all of these people
around the Nation saying we have to
do something that matches our values.

———

THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET

(Mr. LUETKEMEYER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker,
the President’s just-released budget
calls for higher taxes, more spending,
and bigger government, all of which
would make it more difficult for hard-
working Americans, like those in the
Third District of Missouri, to find jobs.
More troubling yet is the President’s
budget simply does not balance. Every
family must balance their budget, and
we in Washington should, too. We can-
not continue to spend money we don’t
have, and it’s not right for the Presi-
dent to take more to spend more.

Several weeks ago, I proudly sup-
ported a Republican budget that pro-
vides for a balanced budget, will foster
a healthier economy and help create
jobs. The President’s budget, mean-
while, holds any reforms and spending
cuts hostage in exchange for more tax
hikes.

The American people are tired of the
same old song and dance from the
President and his allies when it comes
to spending their hard-earned tax dol-
lars. This budget proposal, which is
months overdue, isn’t a serious plan.

Mr. Speaker, I'm from the ‘‘Show
Me” State, and this budget doesn’t
show me anything.
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SHOUT OUT TO MEMPHIS MUSIC

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman from Ohio mentioned the con-
cert that the President hosted with
PBS and the Grammys on Tuesday, and
did a poor imitation, I guess, of Justin
Timberlake on ‘‘(Sittin’ on) the Dock
of the Bay.”

It was a phenomenal shout-out to
Memphis music; and while there were a
lot of great performers there, I want to
put a particular shout-out to Ms. Cyndi
Lauper because she’s special. She did
another Otis Redding song, ‘“Try a Lit-
tle Tenderness,” and it was a phe-
nomenal performance.

I would suggest to some of my col-
leagues on other side of the aisle that
they ought to try a little tenderness on
occasion.

Ms. Lauper is special. She did an
album called ‘‘Memphis Blues’ in 2010.
It was one of the best albums of the
year. It brought blues back. She had
Memphians B.B. King and Ann Peebles
and Charlie Musselwhite on the album.
She’s a phenomenal lady, and I give a
special shout-out to Cyndi Lauper and
Memphis music.

BALANCING THE BUDGET

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, after
decades of Washington irresponsibility,
Americans are facing nearly $17 trillion
of debt and struggling through a def-
icit-driven unemployment crisis.

Unfortunately, this administration
isn’t offering solutions. Yesterday,
President Obama introduced a budget
that never ever balances and will only
make these problems worse. Two
months after he missed the law’s dead-
line, President Obama introduced a re-
heated version of the same failed tax,
borrow, and spend policies that created
this mess to begin with. President
Obama’s budget raises taxes by $1.1
trillion, adds another $8.2 trillion to
the national debt, and doesn’t come
close to addressing the long-term sta-
bility of our Nation’s safety net pro-
grams. Under the President’s plan, tax-
payers can expect consequences of end-
less deficits and future downgrades.

House Republicans are offering a real
solution. We’ve put forward a reason-
able plan that actually balances the
budget in 10 years, not because we are
interested in spreadsheets and time-
tables, but because Americans
shouldn’t have to wait any longer for
success and prosperity.

Let’s balance the budget and put our
trust in hardworking Americans.

———

ADDRESSING GUN VIOLENCE

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, elemen-
tary schools, high schools, movie thea-
ters, universities, and shopping malls
have all been scenes of horrific inci-
dents where innocent lives were lost,
along with our sense of security. After
each tragedy, we hear sermons, speech-
es, console survivors and loved ones,
but we in Congress have done little to
change the way we address gun vio-
lence. I want to change that.

While massacres such as the one that
occurred in Newtown draw significant
attention to the issue of gun violence,
it is a persistent problem throughout
the Nation. According to a recent
Johns Hopkins University survey, a
solid majority of Americans, gun own-
ers and nongun owners alike, support
several initiatives to slow gun vio-
lence. For example, 89 percent of all re-
spondents, and 75 percent of those iden-
tified as NRA members, support uni-
versal background checks for gun sales.

President Obama’s plan also calls for
a ban on military-style assault weap-
ons and high-capacity magazines, like
the kind that have been commonly
used in so many of the mass shootings
we have witnessed in the United
States.

We can never prevent all crimes or
gun violence, but we can work together
to find ways to limit the loss of lives
with commonsense solutions.

————

COMMON SENSE IN
COMPENSATION ACT

(Mr. MEADOWS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, over
the past 2 months, Federal official
after Federal official has talked about
the need to furlough employees due to
sequestration, yet the government con-
tinues to hand out millions of dollars
in bonuses to Federal employees. Sev-
enty-five percent of senior executive
service employees received bonuses, at
an average of $13,081. Regular, often-
times blue-collar Federal workers are
facing furloughs while senior employ-
ees are cashing in.

The FAA has been talking about 90-
minute waits for passengers, but yet in
fiscal year 2011, they handed out $40,000
bonuses to more than 86 different em-
ployees. This is unacceptable, and the
recent OMB guidelines don’t go far
enough.

The Common Sense in Compensation
Act bill that I am introducing today
would prohibit those bonuses for the
rest of fiscal year 2013 and cap them at
a maximum of 5 percent of the salary
going forward. I urge my colleagues to
cosponsor my bill.

———

UNEMPLOYMENT IS OUR TRUE
DEFICIT
(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
it has now been 830 days since I arrived
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in Congress, and the Republican leader-
ship has still not allowed a single vote
on serious legislation to address our
unemployment crisis. I have news for
my colleagues: unemployment is our
true deficit.

By getting Americans trained and
back to work, we can increase our tax
base and stop our borrowing. By reduc-
ing unemployment, we can stop our na-
tional epidemic of foreclosures. Re-
gardless of the assistance you receive,
you cannot keep your home if you do
not have a job. My State is the Na-
tion’s foreclosure State, and my home-
town, Miami, is the foreclosure capital.

Mr. Speaker, unemployment is de-
stroying families and depressing prop-
erty values. It is devastating our peo-
ple and dragging down our recovery.
Our mantra in this Congress should be:
Jobs, jobs, jobs.

———
0 1230
A TALE OF TWO CITIES

(Mr. SESSIONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, Mem-
bers of Congress have just come back
now from 2 weeks of recess being at
home. And group after group after
group that I spoke with talked about
exactly the same thing that the pre-
vious speaker and others are talking
about, and that is jobs, job creation,
and the opportunity for our children,
and sometimes our spouses, to get back
into the jobs marketplace.

I remind the people of Dallas, Texas,
that there’s really a tale of two States
or two cities. One is Dallas, Texas, and
the other is Chicago, Illinois, the State
of Illinois vs. Texas.

Texas, over the last few years, has
created more jobs than the other 49
States combined. The reason why we’ve
done this is because we chose not to do
the path that Illinois has done, and
that is, raising taxes, lowering job ex-
pectations and performance, and the
ability for people to want to invest in
that State and their future.

Mr. Speaker, that’s exactly the same
background and philosophy that our
President and Democrats are having to
run jobs out of America. I stand for the
Texas model, lowering taxes and mak-
ing sure we have jobs.

——————

GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION
LEGISLATION

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I'm happy
that, finally, we are moving forward on
gun violence prevention legislation in
this country. And I really applaud our
Senators, JOE MANCHIN and PAT
TOOMEY, for coming together, finally,
in a bipartisan fashion to push forward
legislation to expand background
checks in gun shows and for online pur-
chases.
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