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only be achieved and advanced through
direct negotiations without pre-
conditions.

Finally, we said that the President
must maintain foreign aid to Israel, as
well as funding for Iron Dome and
other Israeli-made antimissile defense
systems.

In a nutshell, we’ve urged the Presi-
dent to use this as a time to highlight
our relationship with the Nation of
Israel because it makes all the sense in
the world, and it’s a foundation upon
which prosperity can happen.

———

SEQUESTRATION

(Mr. MAFFEI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MAFFEI. Mr. Speaker, I stood
here a few days before the sequester
deadline and urged this House to take
action. The sequester is a set of ran-
dom, arbitrary, temporary cuts that
put thousands of jobs in jeopardy and
harm our national security readiness
and our economy. Some have yet to see
the immediate effects. But this prob-
lem is like a pipeline being shut off 10
miles down the road. We may not no-
tice it right away, but soon it’ll start
to turn into a trickle.

In central New York, we are seeing
the effects at our airports, our schools,
our hospitals, and throughout our com-
munity:

280 employees are slated to be fur-
loughed at the 174th Attack Wing at
Hancock Field, a unit currently in op-
erations in Afghanistan;

The air traffic control tower at Han-
cock Airport may close for overnight
flights;

The Syracuse City Schools could lose
more than a million dollars in aid.
They have already lost nearly a thou-
sand positions in the last 3 years.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot continue to
slam our schools and expect to have an
educated workforce for the 21st cen-
tury. We need to address our debt and
balance the budget. But we can’t do it
on the backs of our middle class and
seniors, and we shouldn’t do it at the
expense of thousands of hardworking
men and women: our teachers, public
health workers, law enforcement offi-
cers, prison guards, FDA inspectors,
Social Security workers, and civilian
Defense Department workers. They’re
just trying to make a living and keep
their jobs.

Just as my constituents have asked
me to do, I'm going to keep urging this
House to take action. We need to work
together to protect our middle class,
protect jobs, and get our economy mov-
ing again. We cannot continue this pol-
icy of random cuts time and again, put-
ting our economy at risk. We have to
stop punishing our constituents be-
cause Washington doesn’t work.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington). Members are
reminded to heed the gavel at the expi-
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ration of the time for which they are
recognized.

0 1220

GET THE FACTS BEFORE BLAMING
RENEWABLE FUEL SECTOR

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, there
has been a lot of media coverage on
RINs. A RIN is a renewable identifica-
tion number which is given to refiners
upon the purchase of renewable fuels.
It is then used by refiners every Feb-
ruary to establish that they have met
their previous year’s obligation under
the Renewable Fuels Standard.

These recent stories raise a question
as to why RINs are being blamed in the
increase in gasoline prices. RINs are
given away for free by ethanol and
other renewable fuel producers to the
refiners and only have value in the sub-
mission of the reports in February. We
are currently in the month of March
and soon to be in April. There are ques-
tions that need to be asked on why
such swift dramatic price shifts are
being reported in the market? Are
speculators at work?

There is an excess of over 2 billion
RINs. Why is that not proving and pro-
viding stability? I encourage the media
to ask these types of questions, but to
simply jump on and blame the renew-
able fuel sector is incorrect.

—————

RECOGNIZING DR. HOPE
MICHELSEN AND ALICE DENG
FOR INDUCTION INTO WOMEN’S
HALL OF FAME

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to honor and recognize
Dr. Hope Michelsen of Livermore and
Alice Deng of Pleasanton for their re-
cent induction into the Alameda Coun-
ty Women’s Hall of Fame.

The Hall of Fame recognizes out-
standing women in our area and their
contributions to our community and
Nation. Dr. Michelsen is being honored
in the category of science, and she is a
leader and trailblazer at Sandia Na-
tional Laboratory in my district. She
is a combustion and atmospheric chem-
ist at Sandia National Lab and a lead
researcher on several projects related
to energy and climate change.

Alice is being inducted to the Hall of
Fame in the youth category. A student
at Amador Valley High School in
Pleasanton, Alice demonstrates leader-
ship well beyond her years. She is the
cofounder of an organization that helps
young people overcome their fear of
public speaking and an active volun-
teer with the Tri-Valley Eden Town-
ship Youth Community Court.

It’s fitting that these extraordinary
women are being honored in March,
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which is Women’s History Month. I'm
very proud to have both Alice and Dr.
Michelsen in my district. Their hard
work continues to move our district
forward.

——————

CONGRATULATING SOUTHWEST
AIRLINES AND DALLAS LOVE
FIELD AIRPORT

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Southwest Airlines and Dallas Love
Field Airport as they celebrate the un-
veiling of the new terminal and long-
overdue repeal of the Wright Amend-
ment. This long-awaited milestone
goes to show that freedom and free en-
terprise go hand in hand.

You know, when we first introduced
legislation to repeal the Wright
Amendment back in 2005, people said it
couldn’t be done. When government
gets out of the way and allows free en-
terprise to unleash its full potential,
businesses expand, create jobs—and in
this case soon will offer the people of
Dallas and visitors a world-class air-
port. Passengers pay lower fares and
fly nonstop to more destinations across
the country. Clearly, when you’ve got
freedom on your side, you’re bound to
win.

Thank you for your commitment to
our community, and congratulations
Southwest Airlines and Dallas Love
Field.

God bless you, and God bless Amer-
ica.

———

RYAN BUDGET

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Yesterday, I discussed
the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers’ scorecard. Our infrastructure is
failing—it got a D-plus—costing us lost
productivity and wasted fuel. Now, we
need to deal with that problem, but
there is an even bigger problem loom-
ing, which is the already inadequate
levels of investment in our infrastruc-
ture are about to end.

The Ryan budget takes us from a $40
billion investment in our crumbling
roads, bridges, and highways to $100
million—$40 billion, $100 million. Tran-
sit: $10 billion to zero. That’s right.
The Ryan budget cuts our invest-
ment—that’s already inadequate—in
infrastructure from $50 billion a year
to $100 million. That’s about 1 million
jobs lost in addition to the accelerated
deterioration of the system.

That can’t be a serious proposal. This
isn’t a serious budget. It’s balanced on
phony premises. Anybody believe we’re
going to go to zero spending and aban-
don Federal investment in our roads,
bridges, highways, and transit sys-
tems? And if they believe that, that’s
even crazier than the numbers in this
budget.
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The Democratic budget continues
those investments and makes certain
we will invest in the future of America.

REPUBLICAN BUDGET A BLUE-
PRINT FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH

(Mr. GIBBS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, currently
we are experiencing one of the worst
economic recoveries in the history of
our Nation. It’s a stagnant economy,
and this should not be the new normal.
Our budget is a blueprint for economic
growth and job creation.

I can’t stress the differences between
our budget and the Senate Democrat
budget. Their budget raises taxes by
over $1 trillion and never balances.
This is totally irresponsible.

We cannot continue to borrow nearly
$4 billion every day. Current policies
and the Senate Democrats’ plan is suf-
focating our economy and job growth.

Our budget brings us to a balanced
budget using tax dollars in a fiscally
responsible manner, commonsense reg-
ulatory tax reforms, and an energy pol-
icy that results in economic growth
and job creation.

——————

REPUBLICAN BUDGET PLAN

(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CROWLEY. Good day, Mr. Speak-
er. Good day, my colleagues—or as my
Republican colleagues would say,
bonjour.

Today, we’re considering the Repub-
lican budget, which is a plan modeled
after European-style austerity meas-
ures. In plain English, it is bad.

The non-partisan Congressional
Budget Office makes clear this budget
will slow economic growth and Kkill
over 2.5 million American jobs. It re-
quires further sacrifices from our vet-
erans, our seniors, students, small
businesses, and hardworking middle
class families. It ends Medicare as we
know it. And it has no vision for how
we’re going to create jobs. It doesn’t
even include the phrase ‘‘job creation.”

The American people rejected this
budget in November 2012. The Congress
should reject it today. It’s time to say
au revoir—good-bye—to this Repub-
lican budget and move forward with a
plan focused on jobs and creating a bet-
ter future for this country.

————

SENATE COMMENTS ON MARINE
TRAGEDY

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 1
was stunned to watch the senior Demo-
crat leader of the other body implying
that the blame for Monday’s tragic
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deaths of seven marines is the result of
the recent automatic cuts to defense
spending, also known as sequestra-
tion—*‘‘the sequester.” His outrageous
comments referring to the dead ma-
rines’ training with explosives implied
that the sequester which the President
insisted upon was ‘‘going to cut back
this stuff’’—their training.

I'm appalled because this senior
Democrat should know that the seques-
ter cuts have not even been fully im-
plemented. They could not have played
a role in these marines’ deaths.

As an American who has proudly
worn the uniform of a naval officer, 1
am furious that a Member of Congress
would play politics with such a trag-
edy. The families of these seven ma-
rines deserve an apology. I pray that
they will get it.

Semper fi, Marines. Semper fi.

————————

NEWBORN SCREENING SAVES
LIVES REAUTHORIZATION ACT
OF 2013

(Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to introduce the Newborn
Screening Saves Lives Reauthorization
Act.

In 2008, with strong bipartisan sup-
port, Congressman SIMPSON and I intro-
duced the original bill that was signed
into law that year. For the first time
in history, a scientific method for add-
ing newborn screenings to State pro-
grams was established.

Prior to enactment of this law, only
10 States and the District of Columbia
required infants to be screened for all
the recommended disorders. Today, 44
States and the District of Columbia re-
quire screening of at least 29 of the 31
core treatable conditions. Unfortu-
nately, critical gaps and challenges re-
main.

The reauthorization bill establishes a
grant program to assist States in de-
veloping followup and tracking pro-
grams and renews the Secretary’s Ad-
visory Committee for Heritable Dis-
orders.

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor
this vital legislation. No child should
die or suffer from preventable disabil-
ities which could have been detected at
birth.

———
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(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, 1
come to the House floor today to voice
my strong support for the House Re-
publican fiscal year 2014 budget. And I
want to commend my colleague, chair-
man of the Budget Committee, PAUL
RYAN, for his ongoing leadership on
this issue.
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There is simply no denying it: the
Federal Government has a spending
problem, a problem that has led to
nearly $17 trillion of debt. For too long,
Washington has shirked its responsi-
bility in addressing this issue and
punted the problem to future genera-
tions. As a father, I cannot in good
conscience let this generational theft
continue.

It is critical that we pass a budget
that puts our country back on track
through responsible cuts and reforms.
The Oversight and Government Reform
Committee, of which I am a member,
has already identified numerous dupli-
cative government programs. Yet rath-
er than eliminating these programs,
the government continues to pour
more money into them.

Congressman RYAN’S budget
prioritizes our spending so that we pro-
tect important programs in the long-
term by trimming the waste in govern-
ment.

——————

BAN ON KNIVES

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, 11 years ago
our Nation experienced unimaginable
loss caused by the terrorist attacks on
September 11. Let us not forget that
the terrorists overtook planes using
simple box cutters, which were allowed
on board at the time.

TSA’s recent decision to now lift the
ban on knives on aircraft is shockingly
irresponsible and reckless. Why make
this potentially deadly decision when
this policy has been keeping our Na-
tion safer for years? This is dangerous
for passengers, flight attendants, and
pilots. The airlines, flight attendants,
pilots, and Federal air marshals have
all expressed their strong opposition to
this TSA policy that will compromise
their safety and the safety of their pas-
sengers.

Americans can plainly see that it is
commonsense to keep potential weap-
ons off our airplanes. We have already
witnessed the harm knives can cause.
Knives took down four planes. Knives
took down the World Trade Center.
Knives struck at the heart of our Na-
tion’s defense. Knives took thousands
of innocent lives.

This is a huge step backwards in pro-
tecting American security. I urge my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
stand with the American people and
urge TSA to not implement this reck-
less strategy.

RYAN BUDGET

(Mrs. ELLMERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the House budget
proposal for the 2014 fiscal year. This
proposal sets real practical goals that
will stop spending money we don’t have
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