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were. The question we must ask now is: 
Why can’t we do for our soldiers what 
needs to be done? They need to be 
taken home and received and under-
stood by the populace for what they 
went and did for us. 

f 

THE RYAN BUDGET 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. HURT) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HURT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the House budget plan that is 
on the floor today. I thank Chairman 
RYAN for his leadership on this positive 
blueprint for our future. 

Much has been said about a balanced 
budget over the past couple of weeks; 
and while it is important to point out 
that the House budget balances in 10 
years while the Senate’s budget never 
balances, I believe the more important 
point is why we believe our budget 
must balance. 

A balanced budget is critically im-
portant to all Americans and to the fu-
ture of our great country. 

We must balance our budget for our 
senior citizens, who deserve to have se-
curity in their retirements. A balanced 
budget will strengthen critical retire-
ment programs so our seniors are as-
sured that Medicare and Social Secu-
rity will continue to be there for them 
and for their children. 

We must balance our budget for our 
hardworking mothers and fathers 
across our country. A balanced budget 
is fundamental to a healthy and robust 
economy that creates good jobs that 
the American people need to support 
their families. 

We must balance our budget for our 
students. Those who are currently in 
our universities and in our community 
colleges should feel confident that an 
investment in their education will lead 
them to good-paying jobs when they 
graduate. A balanced budget gives 
them that confidence that their futures 
will not be threatened by staggering 
debt. 

Most importantly, we must balance 
our budget for our children and our 
grandchildren, who deserve the same 
chance at the American Dream that we 
have been given. Rather than handing 
them the bill for this generation’s irre-
sponsibility, a balanced budget will 
allow us to hand them a brighter fu-
ture, an American future. 

Our balanced budget represents a de-
parture from the status quo here in 
Washington, and it represents the 
House Republicans’ commitment to 
moving our Nation forward in a fiscally 
responsible way. I urge my colleagues 
to support this resolution. 

f 

AMERICA AND GREECE— 
STRENGTH IN SOLIDARITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. SARBANES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 192nd anni-
versary of Greek Independence Day. 

Greece and America are history’s 
most storied democracies. Our Found-
ing Fathers borrowed heavily from 
Greek antiquity to build American de-
mocracy. Our relationship with Greece, 
however, is more than one just of phil-
osophical kinship. America, Greece, 
and Greek Americans have stood in sol-
idarity since the founding of the 
United States. 

In this year, when we also celebrate 
the 150th anniversary of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, the 50th anniver-
sary of the March on Washington, and 
the 100th anniversary of both Harriet 
Tubman’s death and Rosa Parks’ birth, 
it is especially fitting to recall how 
Hellenes and African Americans have 
reached out to one another to provide 
mutual support. 

When Hellenes acted to liberate 
themselves in 1821, James Williams, an 
African American sailor from my 
hometown of Baltimore, joined the 
Greek revolutionary navy and fought 
at the Battle of Navarino. In turn, 
John Zachos and Photius Fisk, orphans 
of the Greek War of Independence, be-
came passionate abolitionists in Amer-
ica. Zachos was a member of the Edu-
cational Commission of Boston and 
New York. Fisk, a U.S. Navy chaplain, 
helped slaves find freedom by sup-
porting the Underground Railroad. 

In 1922, recently arrived Greek immi-
grants organized the American Hel-
lenic Educational Progressive Associa-
tion in Georgia to defend themselves 
against the Ku Klux Klan. AHEPA 
went on to help countless Greek immi-
grants assimilate into American soci-
ety, and it weighed in on many of the 
most significant social issues of our 
time, including the movement for civil 
rights. Archbishop Iakovos, leader of 
the Greek Orthodox Church in Amer-
ica, carried that commitment forward 
when he marched alongside Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., in Selma, Alabama, in 
1965. An iconic photograph of those two 
great leaders appeared on the cover of 
Life Magazine. 

The historical relationship of these 
two proud communities embodies the 
greatness of America. On March 25, 
when we celebrate Greek Independence 
Day, we salute all those who have 
struggled for freedom, and we rededi-
cate ourselves to ensuring that Amer-
ica remains a symbol of fairness and 
opportunity the world over. 

b 1020 

I rise today also to mourn the pass-
ing of the legendary Greek American, 
Andrew A. Athens of Chicago. 

Andy lived a life that few could 
match. He enlisted in the U.S. Army in 
January of 1942 and fought at the fa-
mous Battle of El Alamein in Egypt. 
He attained the rank of captain, and in 
1945 was honored with the Bronze Star 
and the U.S. Army Commendation 
Medal for his outstanding military 
service. Andy went on to become a suc-
cessful businessman and walked with 
kings and commoners, spreading the 
high ideals and values of Hellenism. 

Andy was at the forefront of orga-
nizing Greek Americans in their pur-
suit of justice for Cyprus and freedom 
for the Ecumenical Patriarchate. And 
in so many of what for him became 
routine endeavors, he embodied Helle-
nism in the public service by giving 
back to the broader American society. 
Whether it was AHEPA, the Order of 
St. Andrew, or organizations he found-
ed such as the United Hellenic Amer-
ican Congress and Hellenicare, the 
scope of Andy’s commitment to a myr-
iad of important causes was breath-
taking. He combined a gentleness of 
spirit with a fierce determination to 
make a difference. Andy’s heart was al-
ways full as he gave graciously of his 
time and resources to make this world 
a better place. 

Above all, Andy Athens had a deep 
commitment to family. His beloved 
wife of 67 years, Louise, and Andy’s en-
tire family are in our thoughts. May 
his memory be ever eternal. 

f 

A BALANCED BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. RADEL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RADEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the House Repub-
lican budget, a balanced budget. Let 
me be very, very clear about this. A 
balanced budget means jobs. Again, a 
balanced budget means jobs. 

Think about this for a second. Your 
family at home, you balance your 
budget; why can’t Washington? Busi-
nesses balance their budget; why can’t 
Washington? And House Republicans 
today, all we’re asking is to balance 
the budget in 10 years. Think about 
this. If you have a 10-year-old, by the 
time we balance the budget, your 10- 
year-old will basically be almost done 
with college. 

So in a bipartisan fashion, I would 
say look at the 1990s. Let’s look at 
President Bill Clinton who balanced 
the budget with a Republican-con-
trolled House, opportunity and jobs ran 
rampant. We need to return to that 
today. So we’re asking this President, 
Please, work with us, Mr. President. 
But what is worse in all of this is how 
Senate Democrats have failed to serve 
you. The last time that they even 
passed a budget was before the iPad ex-
isted—before the iPad existed. 

We’re willing to compromise; we’re 
willing to work with people. But how 
can we work with Senate Democrats 
when they’re not working at all? 
They’re not doing their job at all to 
serve you, the American people. Their 
budget right now that they’re working 
on does nothing more than raise taxes. 
They want more of your money, more 
money out of your paycheck. Ask your-
self, does Washington really need more 
of your money? 

We’re $16 trillion in debt. We have 
deficits that we can’t even wrap our 
arms around, and they want more of 
your money. If you had a financial ad-
viser that put you a million dollars in 
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debt and then ripped through your sav-
ings for your children’s college edu-
cation and all of your checking ac-
count and said, ‘‘Yeah, just give me 
some more money and we’ll solve the 
problem,’’ would you do it? Absolutely 
not. 

More than jobs, though, we’re also 
working to save Medicare and Social 
Security, the commitments that we 
have made to the American people. So 
let’s take a look here at the big pic-
ture. Here’s a budget breakdown of 
where we’re at right now. Look, your 
eyes will glaze over when we start talk-
ing about the trillions of dollars that 
we spend. But let’s take a look at what 
you pay versus what you expect. 

This blue part right here is on auto-
pilot. No adults have come to the table 
to talk about where we’re at today and 
how to actually save your Social Secu-
rity and Medicare and Medicaid in this 
big blue part. We’re doing that today, 
House Republicans, in balancing the 
budget. But this is what you expect 
from the Federal Government: your 
education, roads, bridges, a healthy en-
vironment, and what’s mandated by 
the Constitution, our Armed Forces to 
protect us. 

But this is where it gets really scary. 
All of this blue part here for Medicare 
and Social Security is what we take in. 
In other words, all of our cash on hand, 
if you will, the money that you pay the 
Federal Government every time you 
get a paycheck or pay your income 
taxes, this is all devoted to Medicare 
and Medicaid and Social Security. In 
other words, everything else—your 
education, the environment, our roads, 
bridges, ports, Armed Forces—all of 
that money to pay for that basically is 
borrowed. It’s borrowed—or worse, just 
printed. 

This is the sad reality that we’re fac-
ing today. But with Republican House 
leadership and working with Demo-
crats who are actually willing to come 
to the table and compromise—and not 
just work with us, work for you—we 
can save Social Security and Medicare. 

And by the way, when you hear 
Democrats or you see the videos of 
them throwing your grandmother off a 
cliff or telling you that Republicans 
just want to cut, cut, cut, no; this is 
about save, save, save. And in the 
words of a hip-hop band from my gen-
eration, Public Enemy: don’t believe 
the hype. 

House Republicans are working today 
for you. We’re working to save Social 
Security and Medicare. We’re working 
to save this economy and, ultimately, 
this country for you. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to honor and commemorate the 
192nd anniversary of Greek Independ-
ence Day. 

Like the American revolutionaries 
who fought for independence and estab-
lished this great Republic we call the 
land of the free and the home of the 
brave, Greek freedom fighters simi-
larly began an arduous struggle to win 
independence for Greece and its people 
192 years ago on March 25. 

The Greeks faced four centuries of 
Ottoman oppression, a David versus 
Goliath situation, if you will. Begin-
ning their revolution on March 25 was 
no coincidence. This was the holy day 
dedicated to the mother of God, 
Theotokos; and as such, they had their 
champion, their savior, and their pro-
tector by their side. As Archbishop 
Germanos of Patras raised the flag of 
revolution over the Monastery of Agia 
Lavra in the Peloponnese, ‘‘Eleftheria i 
Thanatos’’—Liberty or Death—became 
their battle cry. 

As is true in our own country, the 
price of freedom was great, with brave 
men and women fighting for God and 
country in the hope of a better world 
for future generations. 

Our Greek brothers sacrificed much 
for their independence, and there are 
many stories which I could share to 
demonstrate the heroism they exhib-
ited. Most Greeks will remember that 
of Athanasios Diakos, legendary hero, 
priest, patriot, and soldier who led 500 
of his men in a notable stand against 
8,000 Ottoman Turk soldiers. While 
Diakos’ men were wiped out and he fell 
to enemy hands which tortured him be-
fore his death, he became the image for 
Greeks to give all for love of faith and 
homeland. May his memory be eternal, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The revolution brought independence 
to Greece and emboldened those who 
still sought freedom across the world. 
It proved a united people, through 
sheer will and perseverance, can pre-
vail against tyranny. And it is a senti-
ment which can still be found among 
Greeks today. 

Greek soldiers served alongside 
Americans in World War I, World War 
II, and the Korean War. They’ve always 
been our allies, Mr. Speaker, and con-
tinue to be today. 

This week, the joint naval exercise 
Noble Dina is expected to conclude. 
And for the 3rd year, the navies rep-
resenting the United States, Greece, 
and Israel have come together to en-
gage in maritime evacuations and 
search and rescue drills, a symbol of 
the ongoing and growing friendships 
between the countries. 
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The lessons the Greeks taught us in 

1821 continue to provide strength to 
victims of persecution throughout the 
world today. By honoring the Greek 
struggle for independence, we reaffirm 
the values and ideas that make Amer-
ica great. 

Each time I perform my constitu-
tional duties, I am doing so in the leg-
acy of our American forefathers and 
the ancient Greeks. As Thomas Jeffer-

son once said, ‘‘To the ancient Greeks, 
we are all indebted for the light which 
led ourselves, American colonists, out 
of gothic darkness.’’ 

We celebrate Greek Independence 
Day to reaffirm the common demo-
cratic heritage we share. And, as Amer-
icans, we must continue to pursue this 
spirit of freedom and liberty, which 
characterizes both great nations. 

Zito i Ellas. Long live Greece. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE SERVICE OF 
CAPTAIN ANDREW S. WHITSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. RIGELL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and congratulate an excep-
tional naval officer, Captain Andrew 
Shepard Whitson, at the completion of 
30 years of distinguished naval service, 
culminating as the Director of the U.S. 
House of Representatives Liaison Of-
fice for the Department of the Navy’s 
Office of Legislative Affairs. 

I’m honored to commend Captain 
Whitson’s achievements and recognize 
his service and devotion to our great 
country. 

A 1983 graduate of the Virginia Mili-
tary Institute, Captain Whitson earned 
his wings in 1985 and was designated a 
naval aviator. He sailed around the 
world, flying the F–14 Tomcat and F/A– 
18 Hornets. He’s served in five fighter 
squadrons, participating in multiple 
combat operations during Desert 
Storm and Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
He was also recognized as the ‘‘East 
Coast Fighter Pilot of the Year’’ in 
1997. 

Captain Whitson served as the execu-
tive officer and commanding officer of 
the Bounty Hunters of Fighter Squad-
ron Two, leading them through two de-
ployments aboard USS Constellation 
(CV–64), including the combat oper-
ations in Iraqi Freedom. In 2009 and 
2010, he served as the commander of 
Carrier Air Wing 17. 

Captain Whitson is retiring after 30 
years of honorable service to this Na-
tion. His professional success would 
not have been possible without the sup-
port of his wife, Tracy—I’ve had the 
privilege of getting to know Captain 
Whitson and his family—and his lovely 
daughter, Alexandra. Their shared sac-
rifice is a credit to their personal char-
acter. 

I wish Captain Whitson continued 
success and fulfillment as he transi-
tions to civilian life after three decades 
of exceptional service to our country. 
His loyal dedication to duty reflects 
the highest standards of naval service. 

I hold him in high personal regard 
and consider it a privilege to call Cap-
tain Whitson my friend. And I’m de-
lighted that he and his family call Vir-
ginia’s Second Congressional District 
their home. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that my fellow 
colleagues this morning join me, all 
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