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XL pipeline. At a time when climate 
change is affecting more and more peo-
ple throughout the country, the major-
ity is committed to keeping our econ-
omy dependent on fossil fuels and ig-
noring the serious challenge that it 
represents. The $75 billion in damages 
from Superstorm Sandy, the ongoing 
drought in much of the West, including 
my home State of Arizona, don’t seem 
to be enough evidence that it’s time for 
serious action. 

Climate change is global. A United 
Nations report indicates that because 
of climate change, 3.1 billion people 
will be in extreme poverty by 2050. If 
we want to make a sizable dent in the 
human contributions to climate 
change, we have to start making those 
responsible for pollution accountable 
and pay for it. This is the sort of lead-
ership the American people are looking 
for from Congress. Climate change is 
real. It is not a problem that will go 
away. We cannot ignore it. We have to 
face it head on and not bury our heads 
in Canadian tar sands. 

f 

A BALANCED BUDGET IS GOOD 
FOR THE COUNTRY AND ITS 
PEOPLE 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, as I 
visited 100 businesses in 100 days last 
summer, the families who operate and 
work in those businesses were frus-
trated with Washington’s inability to 
live within its means. The Federal Gov-
ernment’s overspending is hurting 
their ability to grow. Why? Because 
small business owners know that 
there’s no such thing as a free lunch. 
They know that the Federal Govern-
ment’s overspending will come back to 
us in the form of higher taxes and un-
funded entitlements and a weaker 
economy. 

House Republican plans reduce gov-
ernment spending and enact much- 
needed reforms. Perhaps most impor-
tantly, they balance the budget within 
10 years. 

According to a recent op ed in The 
Wall Street Journal: 

The spending restraint and balanced-budg-
et parts of the House Budget Committee plan 
would boost the economy immediately. 

It is time Washington starts being 
part of the solution. A balanced budget 
is good for the country and good for its 
people. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF THE VICTIMS AT 
HAWTHORNE ARMY DEPOT 

(Mr. HORSFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HORSFORD. I come to the floor 
with a heavy heart today. I am deeply 
saddened by the loss of life as the re-
sult of an explosion during a live-fire 
training exercise at Hawthorne Army 
Depot last night, which is located in 

the northwest part of Nevada’s Fourth 
Congressional District. 

I had the honor and privilege of vis-
iting the depot in January and meeting 
with the fine men and women who 
work there. The families of those af-
fected are in my thoughts and prayers, 
and I hope for the recovery of those 
who are in critical condition and who 
are receiving medical care as I speak. 
The losses we have learned about this 
morning are painful. We have lost 
seven marines. Others are wounded. My 
office is in contact with the Governor 
of Nevada, local officials, and military 
command to receive updates on the sit-
uation. 

My thoughts and prayers are with 
the community of Hawthorne. I will be 
leaving as soon as possible to return to 
Nevada to be with our grieving commu-
nity and servicemembers. I ask for this 
body’s prayers and thoughts for our 
men and women in service. 

f 

OBAMACARE AND JOBS 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, last week, 
the Health Subcommittee investigated 
how the new health care law, 
ObamaCare, is impacting job growth 
and worker opportunities across the 
country. The results are not good. The 
recovery continues to be well below 
what we need to keep up with workers 
entering the marketplace. Youth un-
employment remains very high, and 
ObamaCare is showering employers 
with new red tape. 

In our hearing, restaurant group 
owner Tom Boucher from New Hamp-
shire testified about his struggles. So 
far, he has spent more than 100 hours 
with human resources staff trying to 
prepare for the law. The anticipated 
economic burden has delayed his plans 
to open a new restaurant. These are 
good jobs that could have been created. 

ObamaCare is perversely discour-
aging companies from hiring full-time 
workers. Many job seekers find that 
they can only find part-time work 
right now. We need a dynamic economy 
creating good private sector jobs. In-
stead, ObamaCare is forcing employers 
to spend more time worrying about 
taxes and accounting and hiring part- 
time employees. That’s not the reform 
our ailing economy needs. 

f 

FUNDING THE NATIONAL 
INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. People sometimes ask 
why we can’t find common ground. 
There’s an area we should be able to 
find common ground on—and we 
don’t—and that’s funding for the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, which is 
going to be cut in the sequester by 
close to a billion dollars. There was an 
amendment in the Senate that tried to 

put funding back in the continuing res-
olution for NIH, and it failed on a 
party-line vote, with 54 Democrats and 
Independents voting ‘‘yes’’ and 46 Re-
publicans voting ‘‘no.’’ 

Republicans say the reason they 
want to cut spending and voted the se-
questration in is we’re putting a debt 
on the next generation. Let me submit, 
Mr. Speaker, that the research that’s 
done at the National Institutes of 
Health to find cures for cancer, heart 
disease, diabetes, Alzheimer’s, AIDS, 
and post-polio cures and treatments 
will affect the next generation more 
than this generation. 

We talk about the Department of De-
fense. The Department of Defense 
should be the National Institutes of 
Health, because the enemy is disease, 
and we need to conquer it and keep our 
loved ones alive and keep ourselves 
alive and have better cures. 

We talk about infrastructure—and I 
support that—but the most important 
infrastructure is the infrastructure of 
the human body. And that’s what the 
National Institutes of Health works on. 
We should work together and fund the 
National Institutes of Health for all of 
our constituents. 

f 

COMMENDING MISS TEEN 
MONTANA, ABBI HELLAND 

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Abbi Helland, a 
remarkable young woman from Glas-
gow, Montana, who was recently 
named Miss Teen Montana Inter-
national. Abbi is the daughter of Pete 
and Allison Helland and the grand-
daughter of Montana’s former Con-
gressman, Ron Marlenee, and his wife 
Cindy. 

Abbi is passionate about reading and 
making sure that Montanans of all 
ages have access to books. She’ll be 
working with our State’s schools, li-
braries, and book stores to promote 
reading education and to support the 
‘‘I Love to Read Week’’ in Montana 
communities. She also will work to in-
stall programs to send books overseas 
and to expand access to books for Mon-
tana’s seniors. 

Abbi is a true example of the spirit 
and drive that we value in my home 
State of Montana. She’ll represent our 
State well as our ambassador to the 
Miss Teen International competition in 
Chicago this July. 

Congratulations, Abbi. We’re proud 
of you. 

f 

VOTE AGAINST THE REPUBLICAN 
BUDGET 

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, every 
budget should be viewed through the 
lens of the American people. The hard-
working Floridians I represent want to 
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know: Does the Ryan budget put Amer-
icans back to work or back on unem-
ployment? The moms and dads I rep-
resent want to know: Does the Ryan 
budget invest in our children or does it 
ignore our outdated public schools? 
The small business owners I represent 
want to know: Does the Republican 
budget fix our rigged Tax Code or does 
it protect special interest loopholes? 
The retirees I represent want to know: 
Does this budget protect Medicare or 
does it abandon seniors in the face of 
skyrocketing health care costs? 

The answer is: no. No, the Ryan 
budget will not put people back to 
work. No, it doesn’t invest in our 
schools. No, it does not end special in-
terest giveaways. No, it does not pro-
tect Medicare. 

The Ryan Republican budget does 
not stand by our communities, and it 
doesn’t invest in our future. That’s 
why I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ 
on the Republican budget. 

f 

b 1230 

A BALANCED BUDGET 

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, we 
teach the importance of a balanced 
budget to our schoolchildren, such as 
those we had today, but apparently 
this basic financial principle is not 
good enough for our President, who 
says he won’t even chase a balanced 
budget for the sake of balance. 

Mr. Speaker, to help the President 
find a better reason, I would suggest we 
examine the economic damage caused 
by runaway public debt. In 2011, 
Greece, Italy, and Portugal each 
amassed public debt greater than 90 
percent of their economic output. For 
Greece, the debt was a stunning 165 
percent of their gross domestic prod-
uct. All three countries are now under-
going wrenching austerity and suf-
fering through prolonged recessions 
and unemployment. 

What would this scenario look like 
for hardworking American families? 
The burden of unsustainable public 
debt and increased taxes would lead to 
higher interest rates on mortgages, car 
loans, and other credit. Ignoring this 
problem would bring on higher infla-
tion, reducing the purchasing power of 
American families and inflicting the 
most pain on the poor and middle class. 

Mr. Speaker, we must support our 
families. We must support a balanced 
budget. 

f 

RYAN BUDGET ATTACK ON 
NEVADA SOLAR PROJECT 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in opposition to the Republican budget 

that’s being debated this week and, in 
particular, to the unfair and inaccurate 
attack on a clean energy company 
that’s located in my home State of Ne-
vada. The Republican proposal refers to 
the Solar Reserve project as ‘‘an ill- 
fated venture.’’ 

Had he done his homework, Budget 
Committee Chairman RYAN would have 
discovered that this cutting-edge solar 
project is not ill-fated but, instead, has 
a long-term contract with our State’s 
largest utility. It has created 450 good- 
paying jobs for Nevadans and is run-
ning on schedule and under budget. 

The assertions being made in the Re-
publican budget undermine the success 
of renewable energy programs, the jobs 
they create, and the investment they 
represent in our Nation’s future energy 
needs. 

In Las Vegas and across the country, 
Americans have made it clear that our 
budget should be a path forward for a 
strong middle class and a serious in-
vestment in the next generation of 
Americans. 

Let’s reject these mathematical gim-
micks and unsubstantiated attacks and 
get to work on a real budget. 

f 

TRUST ACT 
(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to share something that has been at 
my heart and will, in the coming days, 
be at the heart of my first bill intro-
duced in the House. When Members of 
Congress break the law, they break 
trust: they break trust with their col-
leagues, hurting our ability to work to-
gether; they break trust with the 
American people who sent them here; 
and they break trust with the Con-
stitution they swore to uphold. 

I will be introducing the Trust Act. 
This bill is simple. It does not distin-
guish between types of offenses or the 
possible reasons behind them. It makes 
clear that a Member of Congress con-
victed of any felony will forfeit the 
taxpayer-funded portion of their pen-
sion. 

If our servicemen and -women who 
lay their life on the line for our Nation 
lose their pension with a dishonorable 
discharge, should not Members of Con-
gress be held to the same standard? 

These days with public opinion of 
Congress at record lows and public debt 
at record highs, the Trust Act is a 
place to start in restoring the faith of 
the American people to their govern-
ment. I am pleased to present this op-
portunity to my colleagues to restore 
trust to taxpayers, and I ask them to 
join me in this effort. 

f 

WASTE IN IRAQ 
(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the service and sacrifice 

of the nearly 5,000 coalition troops, in-
cluding 28 of my brothers and sisters 
from Hawaii, soldiers like First Lieu-
tenant Nainoa Hoe of Kailua or Ser-
geant Deyson Cariaga from Honolulu, 
whom I had the honor of serving with, 
who paid the ultimate price during Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. 

Today marks the 10th anniversary of 
the American invasion of Iraq. And 
while this war has largely faded from 
the headlines, we must take every op-
portunity to learn from our experi-
ences. There are many lessons we 
should learn, one of the most egregious 
being the serious waste, fraud, and 
abuse of taxpayer dollars, waste that 
was apparent to those of us on the 
ground as well as to outside experts. 
An alarming report this month by the 
special inspector general for Iraqi re-
construction also determined at least 
$8 billion of our reconstruction funds 
have been wasted. 

In Congress today, we have an oppor-
tunity to learn from that lesson. We 
have to pursue commonsense ways to 
balance our budget without hurting 
our middle class families, endangering 
our national security, or shortchanging 
our veterans. We must focus on our 
mission to serve the people who sent us 
here and honor our servicemembers 
and their families who have made im-
measurable sacrifices in the service of 
our country. 

f 

BALANCE THE BUDGET 

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I remem-
ber when $1.4 trillion was a lot of 
money. 1.4 trillion dollars is the 
amount of money the Federal budget 
increases under the House Republican 
budget proposal—an average of $140 bil-
lion a year, 40 percent over the decade. 
But listening to my House Democratic 
colleagues, you would believe our budg-
et cuts spending to the bone. You 
would believe that our Federal Govern-
ment can’t survive on a penny less 
than a $2.1 trillion increase. 

Admittedly, that $700 billion is a lot 
of money. It’s 50 percent more than re-
quested under the House Republican 
budget proposal. But it is important to 
remember that every penny of that $700 
billion is borrowed from the future of 
the young people growing up in this 
great country today. 

Mr. Speaker, families all across 
America balance their budget. The 
Federal Government should balance its 
budget, too. 

f 

FEDERAL BUDGET 

(Mr. BONNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, around 
the country this time of year, it is 
known as March Madness as the NCAA 
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