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government has refused to accept ex-
panded Medicaid. So today, Mr. Speak-
er, I make a public plea on behalf of
the millions of Texans who get up and
work every day and do not have health
insurance, and to have a State govern-
ment that is ignoring their plea, and
that is to have expanded Medicaid to
provide health insurance for working
Texans and poor Texans, those that
work, as well, below the minimum
wage.

It seems selfish that the concerns of
those who lead State government are
all political and not in any way con-
cerned about the mothers, fathers, and
children who all of the medical profes-
sionals from county governments to
private practice have said that the ex-
panded Medicaid coverage, if taken by
the State of Texas, like Florida and
like Ohio, will save lives.

Do it now.

——————

CBC HOUR: THE PEOPLE’S BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DAINES). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
gentleman from Nevada (Mr.
HORSFORD) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the minority leader.

Mr. HORSFORD. Good evening, Mr.
Speaker. It’s my privilege to join with
my colleague, Mr. JEFFRIES, the gen-
tleman from New York, to coanchor
this hour along with the Congressional
Black Caucus and my colleagues from
the CBC to talk about something very
important right now to the American
people, and that is the budget and who
we will balance the budget on as far as
how we move forward for the American
people.

Less than 1 month after the seques-
ter, Republicans have presented a car-
bon copy budget of their austerity
plans of the past. The American people
spoke loud and clear last November.
They believe in investing in our recov-
ery, turning our economy around, and
getting people back to work. They re-
ject balancing the budget on the backs
of our children, seniors, and the middle
class. Yet the Ryan budget starts with
the premise that the sequester is good
policy, that the ultrawealthy deserve
another tax break, and that we don’t
really need to invest in our children or
their future.

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, my col-
leagues, the Congressional Black Cau-
cus and I will lay out why the Ryan
budget is a failed proposal for the
American people and why we need to
support an alternative offered by the
Congressional Black Caucus and those
who have worked hard to craft it.

I would like to recognize our chair of
the Congressional Black Caucus, the
gentlelady from Ohio (Ms. FUDGE).

Ms. FUDGE. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

I want to thank my colleagues, Con-
gressmen JEFFRIES and HORSFORD, for
again leading the Congressional Black
Caucus Special Order hour on an issue
of great importance—the Federal budg-
et.
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Mr. Speaker, every year since 1981,
the Congressional Black Caucus has
produced an alternative budget to both
Republican and Democratic budgets.
The CBC budget has consistently pro-
vided a fair and balanced approach to
managing the Federal Government’s fi-
nances. The CBC alternative budget for
fiscal year 2014 is a pro-growth, pro-
people, and pro-America budget. It ac-
knowledges that only by investing in
Americans, in the American people,
can you build a bridge to a better
America.

This message could not be more im-
portant as our Nation still struggles to
recover from the worst economic reces-
sion since the Great Depression.
Compounding this problem is growing
income inequality. America needs con-
gressional leadership to pull us out of
our economic malaise, address our fis-
cal issues, and ensure that our recov-
ery is felt in every community. Unfor-
tunately, this is where the House Re-
publican budget fails.

Chairman RYAN’s budget attempts to
lead America towards financial success
by placing America’s most vulnerable
on the path to financial ruin. The Re-
publican budget seeks to cut education
funding, including money for Pell
Grants. It slashes economic assistance
to programs like the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program, which
could mean 8 to 9 million eligible
households without benefits. It disman-
tles the Affordable Care Act. This
means reducing access to affordable
health care for the 27 million uninsured
Americans who are projected to gain
coverage under the law. This is neither
the vision that the American people
want, nor is it what the American peo-
ple need.

Now, let’s contrast the CBC budget
and how it creates opportunity instead
of snatching it away.

The CBC budget includes $230 billion
in the maintenance and repair for pub-
lic transit, highways, airports, ports,
railroads, bridges, and other infrastruc-
ture investments; $13 billion for work-
force developments programs, such as
the Workforce Investment Act Adult
Program, the Dislocated Worker Pro-
gram, Job Corps and other employment
and training services.

It includes $560 billion to provide re-
lief to States to preserve teacher and
first responder jobs, and $50 billion for
neighborhood stabilization programs
that provide affordable housing devel-

opment, infrastructure improvements
and other community development
needs.

The CBC budget accomplishes all this
while raising $1 trillion in new revenue
to avoid sequestration. The economic
recession has damaged our commu-
nities. Trillions of dollars in wealth
were lost. Poverty rates for African
Americans and Latinos soared to 26
and 23 percent, respectively. America
doesn’t need an austerity budget. It
doesn’t need a budget that looks at the
struggling American people and says
‘“‘you’re on your own.” Americans need
and deserve more.
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I urge my colleagues to vote in favor
of the CBC fiscal year 2014 budget.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Will the gen-
tlelady yield for a question?

Ms. FUDGE. Yes.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. First of all, I
want to thank the chairperson for con-
ducting this discussion pertaining to
the CBC’s budget because I think it is
the most compassionate budget that
will be presented to the House.

My question for you, Madam Chair, is
that I just returned from Florida. Flor-
ida ranks first in the last 8 months
with the number of people losing their
homes because of foreclosure, Miami
being first, Orlando being second, Jack-
sonville being eighth. People approach
me about jobs. They’re not talking to
me about the deficit. They want to
know what we are doing as far as put-
ting the American people to work.

Can you expound upon that for me,
please?

Ms. FUDGE. Absolutely. I thank the
gentlelady.

What we have done in this budget,
not only did we put in $13 billion for
workforce training, for Job Corps, for
dislocated workers, retraining, seg-
ment training, but, in total, we have
almost $500 billion worth of job cre-
ation built into our budget, more than
any budget—more than any budget—
whether it be the Democratic Caucus,
the White House budget, or the Repub-
lican budget. We have doubled down on
jobs in the CBC budget.

Mr. HORSFORD. Continuing on, as
the chairwoman of the CBC just talked
about, the Congressional Black Caucus
budget is an alternative budget for fis-
cal year 2014. It puts forth a plan that
both reduces the deficit by $2.8 trillion
over the next decade and creates mil-
lions of jobs through significant invest-
ments towards job creation that will
accelerate our economic recovery and
ensure that it’s felt in every commu-
nity across America.

The CBC budget also cancels the eco-
nomically disastrous sequester that is
currently costing between 750,000 to 1
million jobs. So the CBC budget creates
jobs, while the sequester and the Re-
publican budget, which adopts the se-
quester and makes it permanent, cut
jobs, and the CBC budget pays for it.

To elaborate further is the vice
chairman of the Congressional Black
Caucus, the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD).

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Let me thank
you, Mr. HORSFORD, for your leadership
and thank you for convening this op-
portunity tonight for us to come to the
floor and talk about a subject that is
so personal and so important to every
American.
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I also thank the chairwoman of the
CBC, Ms. FUDGE, for her extraordinary
and intelligent leadership. You have
done so much for so many for so long,
and we thank you very much.

Mr. Speaker, just last week, House
Budget Committee Chairman PAUL
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RyAN—and I think most Americans
recognize that name by now—Chair-
man PAUL RYAN rolled out his 2014
budget that he and his Republican col-
leagues have called the Path to Pros-
perity. Well, Mr. Speaker, it’s more
like the path to American ruin.

He says that he’s going to balance
the budget in 10 years; but he’s going
to balance that budget, if at all, on the
backs of middle class Americans and
poor people.

They use good sounding terms like
““strengthening the safety net.” What
that really means is cutting programs
that help the poor and disfranchised in
our country, programs that good Amer-
icans depend on every day to survive.

The Ryan budget talks about restor-
ing fairness by ending barriers for job
creation. What he doesn’t talk about is
that his budget proposal slashes fund-
ing for workforce development and job
training and child care. How, Mr.
Speaker, is a single mother of two
small children expected to get and
keep a job that pays more than the
minimum wage—which, by the way,
PAUL RYAN and his colleagues voted
against raising—when she has no ac-
cess to affordable child care or train-
ing?

Chairman RYAN and the Republicans
don’t care about that single mother or
her children. They care about serving
the interest of big business at the ex-
pense of ordinary Americans. So the
Congressional Black Caucus has offered
a budget alternative that I'm very
proud of. It is sensible and balanced.

We propose reforming the Tax Code.
We propose ending special tax breaks
and closing tax loopholes like the
mortgage deduction for vacation
homes and yachts, eliminating the de-
duction for derivative traders and
eliminating incentives for sending
American jobs overseas. We propose
taxing capital gains and dividends as
ordinary income, raising about $900 bil-
lion over 10 years. These changes, Mr.
Speaker, would generate much needed
revenue.

The country has begun to recover.
We see it every day in the news, and
we’re moving in the right direction.
We’re beginning to recover from near
financial ruin, but our recovery is frag-
ile and desperately needs a shot in the
arm to accelerate our economic recov-
ery. Instead, the Republican-controlled
House thought it best to poison the
economy and throw away the antidote.

According to leading economists,
once sequestration is fully imple-
mented, Americans are going to lose
2.14 million jobs. Those are 2 million
jobs that exist now, but won’t exist
later because of politics.

The CBC and the majority of Ameri-
cans believe that sequestration is dam-
aging our fragile economy and that it
must be reversed immediately. Our
budget does just that.

Our Nation’s unemployment rate is
7.7 percent and has been on a gradual
decline, but there are still far too
many people out of work. To reinvigo-
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rate a willing and able workforce, the
CBC proposes investing over $500 bil-
lion in a comprehensive jobs program,
including $100 billion for a national di-
rect job creation program, $50 billion
for much needed school modernization,
and $50 billion to support and maintain
jobs in education and law enforcement.
We would also dedicate $230 billion to
repairing and replacing our crumbling
infrastructure, including highways and
bridges.

In order for people to get jobs they so
badly need, they need to possess the
necessary skills. The CBC budget will
work to support and enhance job-train-
ing programs through an injection of
$13 billion and also help to put young
people to work through a $7 billion
summer jobs program.

When hardworking Americans work
their entire lives, they have been pay-
ing into a system that promised them
income security. We must guarantee it.
The Ryan budget seeks to eviscerate
the Medicare program as we know it
and turn it into a voucher system.
That is wrong. They seek to block-
grant the Medicaid program and give
the discretion to the States. That is
wrong, and it will devastate low-in-
come families, and more than 35 per-
cent will be cut from the Medicaid pro-
gram over the next 10 years. Mr. RYAN
proposes to make the change apply to
individuals 55 years of age and young-
er. That’s very interesting.

What is particularly egregious, in
closing, is that the Ryan budget cuts
almost 18 percent from the SNAP pro-
gram, amounting to $135 billion. Over
90 percent of SNAP money, as we all
know, goes to paying for food assist-
ance.

Mr. Speaker, the Congressional Black
Caucus and the Democratic minority
here in the House are serving notice
here today that we will not tolerate
the unbalanced approach of the Repub-
lican majority. You must work with us
to create a stream of new revenue by
closing loopholes that benefit the rich,
and we must have a balanced approach
to balancing the Federal budget.

Thank you for the time, Mr.
HORSFORD. Thank you for your leader-
ship.

Mr. HORSFORD. Thank you, Mr.
Vice Chairman.

As you indicate, 70 percent of the
American people agree with the CBC
plan to have a balanced approach, one
that helps to preserve and protect the
very programs that you just mentioned
and that gets our economy on the focus
of what we should be dealing with,
which is the jobs deficit in this coun-
try, not the so-called ‘‘budget deficit.”

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. There is no
question the American people, Mr.
HORSFORD, want a strong economy,
they want jobs created, and they’re ex-
pecting us in this House to do it on a
bipartisan basis.

We have failed to do it, and we must
do it.

Mr. HORSFORD. Thank you.

Over the weekend, Speaker BOEHNER
said:
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We do not have an immediate debt crisis.
We have one looming. It’s not an immediate
problem.

Well, what we do have right now is
an immediate jobs deficit, and we
should be focused on getting the Amer-
ican people back to work. That’s what
the Congressional Black Caucus alter-
native budget does.

And to talk about the focus on jobs
and investing in our future, the woman
who fights for the people of Florida,
the gentlelady from Florida (Ms.
BROWN).

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Thank you so
much, and thank you for your leader-
ship.

I really do believe when you’re born
you get a birth certificate, and when
you die you’re going to get a death cer-
tificate; and that little dash in between
is what you’ve done to make this a bet-
ter place. And I really want to thank
the Congressional Black Caucus for
your leadership, for what you have
done being the conscience of this House
of Representatives, a House that has
lost its conscience.

Now, I come from Florida, and our
State now ranks number one in fore-
closure. Why is that? There’s a direct
correlation between if you don’t have a
job, you cannot pay your mortgage.
And so the Congressional Black Caucus
budget invests in jobs.

I am so sick and tired of this House
position—what I called when I was
coming up—*‘‘reverse Robin Hood,” rob-
bing from the poor and working people
to give tax breaks to the rich.

The Congressional Black Caucus
budget on the other hand invests in
education, saving the jobs of teachers
and first responders. What else good
does it do? It makes investment toward
rebuilding our neighborhoods; and we
all know that for every billion dollars
that we spend in infrastructure, it gen-
erates 44,000 permanent jobs.

Now, I want to say something about
the fact that you can tell something
about an organization or a group or
your church or your club as to how you
spend the money. That’s how you can
tell. And you can tell whether you care
about the children, the disabled, and
the elderly.

Coming from Florida, the home of
Claude Pepper, I want to be very clear
that I will not vote to cut Social Secu-
rity, Medicaid, or Medicare.

You know what? We did have an elec-
tion, and I want you to know the peo-
ple of Florida weighed in. You can fool
some of the people some of the time,
but you cannot fool all of the people all
of the time. And the people of Florida
have spoken. They want us to work to-
gether, and they want jobs now. They
understand that 20 years from now we
need to correct Social Security and
other things; but today when I go
home, the only question they ask me—
whether I'm in the dollar store or the
nail store or in church—is they want
jobs and they want us to work together
to bring those jobs to the community.



H1562

0 1940

I really do believe, to whom God has
given much, much is expected, and we
really need to expect more out of this
House of Representatives, the people’s
House.

Mr. HORSFORD. Thank you, Con-
gresswoman.

As you indicated, in addition to the
CBC alternative budget, which focuses
on the jobs—maintaining the jobs we
have and creating new jobs—the CBC
budget also preserves and protects So-
cial Security and Medicare. It rejects
the idea of voucherizing care for those
who have paid into these programs
their entire lives. Instead, it strength-
ens these programs to guarantee a safe
and secure retirement for our parents
and our grandparents as well as for the
generation to come, which is some-
thing that you and other members of
the Congressional Black Caucus have
fought for for many years in this body.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. I just want to
add one other thing. I will never forget
that Newt Gingrich said that he want-
ed Medicaid and Medicare to wither on
the vine. That is the philosophy of
these people who control this House—
wither on the vine.

Mr. HORSFORD. These are vital safe-
ty programs that save millions of fami-
lies, many of whom we serve on the
Congressional Black Caucus. These
programs save them from poverty, like
SNAP and TANF—they are enhanced,
so that those who are struggling to get
by are given not a handout but a hand
up in meeting their needs, so that they
and their families can survive for
themselves, and we will continue to
fight to preserve and protect these pro-
grams.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Absolutely,
sir, because absolutely, in coming from
Florida, failure is not an option.

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, 1
would now like to turn to the physi-
cian who is in the House. We have one
of the experts in health care, someone
who knows how important the Afford-
able Care Act is and the preservation of
the Affordable Care Act.

I find it interesting that the House
Republican budget calls for the repeal
of the Affordable Care Act, but still
they take the money and use it to bal-
ance their budget. So how can they bal-
ance their budget and repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act at the same time?

I yield to the gentlelady from the
Virgin Islands, Representative
CHRISTENSEN.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Thank you.

Repealing the Affordable Care Act is
going to cost this country exponen-
tially in the years to come, so they are
doing the exact opposite of balancing
the budget in the long run, but I have
to ask the question:

Just how much more austerity can
the American people take and still sur-
vive?

The recession, which is struggling to
recover, has been bad enough, but with
past cuts, the sequester, the CR, and
now the Republican 2014 budget, they
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are threatening to make a bad situa-
tion even worse. I want to focus on just
the hits that health care has taken.

From ROSA DELAURO’s report, we
learned that since 2002, labor, health,
and education programs have endured
cuts of 7 percent, resulting in a nearly
$12 billion reduction in funding in 2012.
Going forward, the discretionary budg-
et caps set in the Budget Control Act
of 2011 are estimated to cut over $9 bil-
lion, or 5.4 percent, in 2021. Altogether,
this will result in a 12 percent per cap-
ita cut, or a nearly $22 billion cut to
labor, health, and education programs
in 2021, when compared to the 2002 lev-
els. These cuts will weaken these crit-
ical programs that protect the public
health and safety, promote and develop
our workforce, and educate the next
generation of Americans.

If we just look at programs under the
Department of Health and Human
Services, here is a partial list com-
pared to 2002 levels:

In 2012, the Health Resources and
Services Administration has seen a $2
billion reduction, which includes a $194
million reduction to the program
which provides critical funding to sup-
port training new health professionals;

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention has had a $122 million re-
duction;

The National Institutes of Health has
had a $1.2 billion reduction from 2002
levels;

The Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration has
seen an $813.3 million reduction.

All of these reductions—all of these
cuts—were in place even before the se-
quester, and are adjusted for inflation.
Then to add insult to injury, at the
first of this month, sequestration trig-
gered an estimated 5.3 percent cut, re-
sulting in another cut of approxi-
mately $7.5 billion from labor, health,
and education programs. These cuts
and those across all of the other gov-
ernment agencies, in programs that
provide jobs and needed services, were
the reason we said that the sequester
ought to have been stopped, and why
we still insist it needs to be repealed.

Then there is the continuing resolu-
tion for the balance of 2013. Will it end
the sequester even for this year? No, it
won’t.

In health, the House bill would cut
$75 million to State Health Access
Grants and $276 million to flu funding,
among other important programs.

Further, their CR underfunds prior-
ities that are critical to crack down on
fraud in health care and Social Secu-
rity, and to help working families. It
does not include a requested $949 mil-
lion to implement the health insurance
exchanges.

Their CR does not include a re-
quested $5667 million increase for Health
Care Fraud and Abuse Control and for
Social Security disability reviews and
SSI eligibility determinations.

If these cuts and omissions were not
bad enough, the Republican continuing
resolution that was passed in the
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House does not include $35 million in
emergency ADAP funding or $10 mil-
lion for part C medical clinics that
President Obama announced would
happen on World AIDS Day in 2011.
While all cuts to health programs are
problematic, these cuts are especially
devastating because ADAP and the
part C medical clinics are there for fi-
nancially and medically needy popu-
lations that need their services.

So are those all of the cuts Repub-
licans are proposing? No, they are not.

They are proposing to pass a budget
for fiscal year 2014, and the Republican
budget would take the cuts in health
programs that are already hurting
many of our fellow Americans even fur-
ther.

It would cut $810 billion from the
Medicaid program over the next 10
years and would make it a block grant,
which, as we heard in testimony at to-
day’s hearing in the Health Sub-
committee, would jeopardize health
care for children, the disabled, the el-
derly, and the poor—the most vulner-
able in our country. It would raise the
Medicare eligibility age and turn it
into a voucher for future beneficiaries,
shifting costs of as much as $6,000 per
year to those beneficiaries, and it
would repeal all of the funding, as Mr.
HORSFORD said, needed to implement
health care reform, essentially repeal-
ing the Affordable Care Act and repeal-
ing insurance for over 27 million Amer-
icans.

That is a heartless budget. Its values
do not represent the values on which
this country was founded and certainly
not those of a nation under God.

The Democratic alternative is a far
better budget for our country. It ends
the sequester, it funds the Affordable
Care Act, it raises revenue, and it
makes sensible cuts that spare safety
net programs that are more needed
than ever. It also includes a doc fix,
which stops the deep cuts to physi-
cians’ payments under Medicare, which
would have reduced access to care for
the beneficiaries.

The Democratic budget is a good
budget, but the Congressional Black
Caucus’ pro-growth, pro-people, pro-
America budget goes even further and
builds on the Democratic budget,
which has also adopted some of our key
provisions:

The CBC budget doubles the revenue
as well as increases the investment, as
you’ve heard, in health, in education,
in job creation, in housing, and in in-
frastructure programs. It does all of
this and still significantly reduces the
deficit. It protects Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid and all of the
safety net programs. It, too, begins
with ending the sequester and fully
funding the Affordable Care Act.

I am really proud of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus budget this year,
as I am every year, and I commend
Congressman BOBBY ScoTT and his
team for another job well done.

This body and the other must reject
the Ryan Republican budget. Everyone
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can and should support and vote for the
Congressional Black Caucus budget,
but I'll tell you that it would be far
better to pass any one of the Demo-
cratic alternatives, as they are all bet-
ter for our country today and better for
our future.

Mr. HORSFORD. Congresswoman
CHRISTENSEN, let me thank you again
for your hard work in fighting for qual-
ity health care for all Americans.

My grandmother suffered a stroke
when I was only 9 weeks old, and she
went into a coma. When she came out
of that coma, she was paralyzed on the
left side of her body. For the next 27
years, she lived in a nursing home, and
it was that nursing home that allowed
her to have the quality of life that she
did have until she passed away in 2000.
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Now as a young boy, I visited my
grandmother virtually every week in
that nursing home. I didn’t know
whether it was Medicaid or her dis-
ability that was providing for her care,
but that’s the reason she was able to
live as long as she did. I know now that
there are parents and grandparents de-
pending on those programs more now
than ever before, and that’s why the
CBC budget works to preserve and pro-
tect these programs. It’s the people’s
budget, as you refer to it, and our val-
ues are the values that protect those
who are not able to always protect
themselves, versus an austerity budget
that looks out more for special inter-
ests and corporate interests than it
does the people’s interests. And so I
want to thank you again because it is
my grandmother’s legacy, and so many
other parents and grandparents who
are in her situation, that remind me
every day what it is we are supposed to
be doing here in the people’s House. So
thank you.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to now
turn to Representative BARBARA LEE
from California, someone who I know
this week, particularly as we talk
about ending the war in Iraq, she is
someone who stood early on saying we
didn’t need to go into war, and the def-
icit spending that occurred in the pre-
vious administration is the reason that
we have the deficits that we do. And
now they want to balance the budget
on the backs of the middle class and
the poor and not take responsibility for
the decisions that were made in the
previous administration, so thank you
for standing up and standing tall.

I yield to the gentlelady from Cali-
fornia.

Ms. LEE of California. Let me thank
the gentleman from Nevada first of all
for his tremendous leadership on behalf
of the people of Nevada, and also thank
you for those kind words and thank
you for really helping to put together
not only this Special Order tonight on
behalf of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, but for your leadership on so many
fronts. Thank you.

Let me first say, I serve as a member
of the Budget Committee, and I have
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seen close-hand the Republican vision
for our country’s future; and believe
you me, it is not a vision of shared
prosperity or economic growth. Having
a sound and balanced alternative, like
the Congressional Black Caucus budg-
et, exposes the Republican budget for
the disaster that it really is.

The Republican budget shortchanges
99 percent of the American people so it
can give even more tax breaks to mil-
lionaires and billionaires, and to pro-
tect tax loopholes for special interests
and Big Oil. At a time when we need
job creation the most, the Republican
budget would kill more than 2 million
American jobs in 2014 alone. That’s un-
conscionable. Cutting infrastructure
development would also kill jobs that
are important to our communities,
communities of color. Jobs in the con-
struction sector and in the public tran-
sit sector, these sectors employ many
people that other sectors do not em-
ploy.

The Republican budget would take
away food from hungry children and
families, kick thousands of children off
of Head Start, and close the door to
college for thousands of graduates next
yvear. Two-thirds of all of the Repub-
lican budget cuts target programs for
people who are poor or low income, and
communities of color would be the
hardest hit.

Communities of color still bear the
brunt of the last economic recession.
Unemployment remains high. As of
January, 9.7 percent of Latinos and 13.8
percent of African Americans were un-
employed, compared to the national
average of 9 percent. And income in-
equality continues to grow.

Federal unemployment benefits al-
ready under sequestration would face
greater cuts under this Ryan budget as
he proposes an additional $900 billion in
cuts to nondiscretionary spending.

The Republican budget’s vision for
America is very clear. Their budget
would shred the social safety net. It
would shatter our economic recovery
and would push millions of struggling
families over the edge.

In stark contrast, the Congressional
Black Caucus budget shows that we
can choose a different way forward. It
is a document that shows our Nation’s
priorities and values, for, after all, a
budget is a moral document. The CBC
budget protects and enhances Social
Security, Medicare, Medicaid, TANF,
SNAP, all of our vital safety net pro-
grams that save millions of people
from poverty.

We believe strongly that any savings
derived from changes to Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, and Medicaid should be
used to extend their solvency, not to
pay for tax cuts for millionaires and
billionaires, and we do not support a
cut in benefits.

For four decades, many of these pro-
grams have received support as the
first line of defense against hunger and
alleviating poverty, helping to ensure
vulnerable families in our Nation that
they have a stable life. While pro-
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tecting important antipoverty pro-
grams, the CBC budget would also
make sound invests in critical areas
like infrastructure, education, innova-
tion, and poverty reduction to
strengthen the economy for all.

I'm very proud of the fact that the
CBC budget includes supporting lan-
guage for developing a national strat-
egy to eliminate poverty with the goal
of cutting poverty in half in 10 years.
Fifty million people in the wealthiest
and most powerful country in the
world are living in poverty; 16 million
are children.

We’ve also included in our budget a
formula that Leader Clyburn continues
to champion. That’s our 10-20-30 for-
mula, which targets resources: 10 per-
cent of Federal funds into certain ac-
counts where there has been a poverty
rate of 20 percent for the last 30 years.
That is extremely important as we
begin to cut poverty in half in 10 years.

The Republican budget, of course, is
a pathway to poverty, with cuts to so-
cial safety net programs, jobs, as well
as programs that serve as a bridge over
troubled water for millions of low-in-
come and vulnerable families. The fact
of the matter is, when the economy
grows through sound policies and in-
vestments that lift up struggling fami-
lies, everyone benefits.

Also, let me just mention the section
with regard to national defense. Con-
gressman HORSFORD, thank you very
much for reminding us about these two
wars, quite frankly, that have been off
budget and that are responsible for the
deficits and for the lack of jobs and the
unemployment rates that we see
throughout our country. Our Congres-
sional Black Caucus budget brings our
defense spending in line with our legiti-
mate security needs, and we also have
a budget that measures our growth in
terms of our economic footing as it re-
lates to investing in our national eco-
nomic security here at home. Whatever
savings can be achieved, we put into
mental health, veterans’ health, and
also support and research treatment
for traumatic brain injury.

Also, let me just remind you that the
Pentagon is the only Federal agency
that’s not subject to an audit. The Pen-
tagon has lost tens of billions of dollars
to waste, fraud, and abuse. There have
been reports of suitcases full of dollars,
U.S. taxpayer dollars, being stolen or
lost as it relates to Iraq and Afghani-
stan. We’ve got to be able to audit the
Pentagon, and so our budget uses the
$300 billion of the savings from cuts
also to the ballistic missile defense
program for implementing the remain-
ing GAO recommendations. I think we
have now 1,682 of them, which would
save about $89 billion. And so our budg-
eting insists that we begin to audit the
Pentagon. That is a very important
function that the Congressional Black
Caucus understands very clearly.

Finally, let me just say, we restore
harmful cuts to the military Tuition
Assistance program. I can’t believe
that the Republicans would cancel
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military tuition assistance for veterans
who have fought so hard in these wars.
Don’t they deserve better? The Con-
gressional Black Caucus believes they
deserve better, and so we restore those
harmful cuts.

The Congressional Black Caucus
knows we can do better. We know that
a shared prosperity is the most impor-
tant key to sound growth and sound
fiscal policy. First, let me just urge ev-
eryone to reject the ruinous Repub-
lican budget and to support the CBC al-
ternative budget.

I have to thank Congressman BOBBY
ScoTT and the Budget Task Force and
all the staff for their tremendous work
and their support in putting forth and
writing a budget, really, that speaks to
the aspirations and to reigniting the
American Dream for all Americans.

I thank you again, Representative
HORSFORD, for your leadership.

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, may 1
confirm how much time we have re-
maining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois). The gen-
tleman has 21 minutes remaining.

Mr. HORSFORD. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

At this time I'd like to yield to the
gentlelady from California, Represent-
ative BASS, who, as a former legislator
like myself, has dealt with these types
of brutal across-the-board cuts as pro-
posed and having to work across party
lines in a bipartisan way to find com-
monsense solutions. I think that it is
common sense that we need a little
more of here in Washington, D.C.

I am pleased to yield to the gentle-
lady from California.

Ms. BASS. Thank you, Representa-
tive HORSFORD.

I do have to say, coming from the
State house, it was a little discour-
aging to come here and find not a lot of
common sense. So thank you for your
leadership. And thank you very much,
Representative JEFFRIES and especially
Representative ScoTT, for your leader-
ship and hours and hours of work that
you’ve put into the Congressional
Black Caucus budget.
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Today, the Republican Party released
a sprawling report detailing their fail-
ures to connect with the anxieties of
middle class Americans, citing this as
a major reason why they lost last
year’s Presidential election.

As a result, they are now promising a
kinder, gentler Republican Party; but,
sadly, the rhetoric just doesn’t match
the reality of the Paul Ryan budget,
which is nothing more than a rehash of
a failed agenda that the American peo-
ple have already rejected.

The Republican budget continues to
push harsh and unnecessary budget
cuts that eliminate the safety net for
millions of middle class Americans.
The American people don’t want a
budget that breaks our promises to
seniors by turning Medicare into a
voucher program or cuts investments
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that support job creation just for the
sake of more budget-busting tax cuts
for the wealthiest taxpayers and cor-
porations.

Yet my friends on the other side of
the aisle continue pushing this failed
approach all in the name of deficit re-
duction—except this weekend their
own leadership admitted we don’t have
an immediate debt crisis in the coun-
try. Even the architect of the budget,
Congressman PAUL RYAN, said this
weekend, ‘“We do not have a debt crisis
right now.” Speaker BOEHNER said,
“We do not have an immediate debt
crisis” and “It’s not an immediate
problem.”

So why should we enact this failed
budget when Democrats have offered a
better and more balanced approach to
protect the middle class and pay down
the deficit? Why then should we pass a
budget that gets 66 percent of its cuts
from programs for people of low-or
moderate incomes? Why should we pass
a budget that cuts funding for pro-
grams like Pell Grants to help students
go to college or cuts the SNAP pro-
gram that helps to feed 48 million peo-
ple just to give a $200,000 tax cut to
millionaires? The budget put forward
by the Congressional Black Caucus
saves Pell Grants and continues the
SNAP program to prevent Americans
from going hungry while at the same
time reducing the deficit by $2.8 tril-
lion over 10 years.

The American people know we can’t
cut our way to prosperity, nor can we
succeed by pursuing the same failed
policies that wrecked our economy in
the first place and undermine our eco-
nomic recovery.

The Congressional Black Caucus
budget offers a clear alternative that
addresses the concerns of middle class
Americans. Our budget is focused on
core priorities for the middle class: cre-
ating jobs, growing the economy,
strengthening the middle class, and re-
ducing the deficit.

Our proposal puts people to work this
year with specific and targeted invest-
ments, while investing also in edu-
cation, energy, research, and infra-
structure, and Kkeeping our commit-
ment to America’s seniors.

Our plan is fair, balanced, reasonable,
and responsible. It is pro-growth, pro-
people, pro-America; and it is the ap-
proach favored by the majority in this
country.

Mr. HORSFORD. Thank you, Con-
gresswoman BASS.

Mr. Speaker, to focus on jobs and in-
vesting in our future, the fact that this
is pro-growth, pro-people, and that 70
percent of the American people support
this type of an approach is why the
CBC is offering this as an alternative
to the House Republican majority. And
to speak further on the pro-growth
needs of this budget, my colleague in
the new freshman class, it has been a
delight to get to know her, the gentle-
lady from Ohio, Representative
BEATTY.

Mrs. BEATTY. Thank you so much,
Congressman HORSFORD.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss
House Budget Committee Chairman
RYAN’s fiscal year 2014 budget and
Democratic alternatives that work.

I first want to thank my colleagues,
Mr. HORSFORD and Mr. JEFFRIES, both
members of my class, for leading the
Congressional Black Caucus’ discussion
on this critical matter. I would also
like to thank Congressman BOBBY
ScorT for his tireless efforts on the
Congressional Black Caucus budget.

Released last week, Congressman
RYAN’s proposal, entitled ‘““A Path to
Prosperity,” includes more of the same
proposals that the American public re-
jected at the ballot last November.
Same proposal, different cover.

I cannot possibly imagine how this
regressive tax structure that it con-
tains is a way to lead to shared Amer-
ican prosperity. I also cannot imagine
how this budget will balance in 10
years and not hurt Medicare bene-
ficiaries over the age of 55.

As it has been in the past, Repub-
lican RYAN’S budget offers a trickle-
down agenda—the same agenda tried
during George W. Bush’s Presidency,
which resulted in the withering of the
middle class and the total collapse of
the economy. This budget shares in the
same failed policies of the past, and in
a nutshell it is unrealistic, unreason-
able, and unfair.

First, Mr. Speaker, while the Ryan
budget is clear on its harmful proposed
cuts for children’s education and
health care services for seniors, the
budget blueprint is particularly light
on details and heavy on tax breaks to
wealthy Americans who do not need
the help.

Second, but of no less importance,
the Ryan proposal fails to repeal and
replace the sequester, therefore doing
nothing to prevent the loss of over
700,000 jobs the sequester will cause.

By not stopping the sequester and
through other budgetary tricks, the
Ryan budget will cause even deeper
cuts to all of our Nation’s essential
services, ranging from the deep cuts for
services for women to Head Start and
health care research to homeland secu-
rity.

This lack of foresight will also result
in some $800 billion of Federal funds
being removed from Pell Grants and
school lunches and begin the process of
changing Medicare to a voucher sys-
tem.

There is a better way. Members of
the Congressional Black Caucus have
worked diligently to put forth an alter-
native blueprint, one designed to be
pro-growth and put jobs in the econ-
omy first, rather than adhere blindly
to ideological spending cuts.

The Congressional Black Caucus al-
ternative would replace the sequester’s
cuts with intelligent, balanced, deficit-
reduction measures.

Additionally, cutting educational
spending in the name of future genera-
tions smacks of insincerity when we
recognize that America’s position as
global leader in technology and innova-
tion depends on our ability to invest in



March 18, 2013

the necessary infrastructure and train-
ing for such breakthroughs. That’s why
the Congressional Black Caucus budget
would support billions of dollars of in-
frastructure and job-training invest-
ments for the future of our Nation and
its citizens.

Americans are tired of watching
their government lurch from one crisis
to the next. The Congressional Black
Caucus alternatives offer serious, cred-
ible paths away from gridlock and to-
ward a long-term solution which cre-
ates jobs, expands the middle class,
honors our commitment to seniors by
preserving Medicare and protecting
Medicaid, and addresses our budget
deficits and debt responsibly.

These goals are achievable. But be
clear, the Ryan budget will not get us
there. It is not the path to the Nation’s
collective prosperity. It does not move
us forward. The Democrats and mem-
bers of the Congressional Black Caucus
propose that we move America for-
ward.

I thank you for the opportunity to
address these important issues.

Mr. HORSFORD. Thank you, Con-
gresswoman BEATTY. We appreciate
your leadership and your hard work.

Mr. Speaker, can I just confirm our
remaining time, please.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 11 minutes remaining.

Mr. HORSFORD. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

For the remaining time, Mr. Speaker,
I would like to turn to two of our mem-
bers on the Budget Committee, people
who have heard firsthand the dev-
astating cuts from the House Repub-
lican proposal and who have worked so
hard to lay out the alternative pro-
posal for the Congressional Black Cau-
cus.

First, Representative BOBBY SCOTT
from Virginia, thank you for your hard
work and that of your staff. And after
him, Representative JEFFRIES from
New York.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Thank you.
And I thank the gentleman for yield-
ing. I was on the Budget Committee—
I'm not this year—but I have done a lot
of work on the Budget Committee.

Mr. HORSFORD. I think you should
be back.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Thank you.
And I want to thank you for your lead-
ership. I want to thank the gentleman
from Nevada for his leadership on this
matter, and the chair of the Black Cau-
cus, MARCIA FUDGE.
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Mr. Speaker, the Simpson-Bowles
Commission several years ago set a $4
trillion, 10-year deficit reduction goal
as the amount of deficit reduction we
needed to get our budget under control.
The CBC does not endorse the specific
recommendations of that goal, but our
budget does accept the overall spend-
ing limitations of the deficit reduction
goals.

Based on most analyses, we have al-
ready passed, and the President has
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signed into law, approximately $2.4
trillion in deficit reduction through
2022, not including the sequester. So to
reach the goal, we need an additional
$1.6 trillion in deficit reduction. So
working off the CBO’s baseline, we first
instruct the Ways and Means Com-
mittee to enhance revenues by $2.7 tril-
lion over the next 10 years. That is not
an extraordinary figure. Just a few
weeks ago, we passed a $3.9 trillion ex-
tension in tax cuts. So going back over
that and coming up with $2.7 trillion is
certainly within the realm of possi-
bility.

Now, we don’t just make the number
up. We show $4.2 trillion in possible op-
tions in coming up with the $2.7 tril-
lion. That would include limiting the
deductibility of corporate interest pay-
ments, ending a lot of numerous spe-
cial interest tax breaks that corpora-
tions enjoy; money can be raised by
capital gains and dividends being taxed
as ordinary income without a special
benefit; a surcharge of 5.4 percent on
that portion of your income over a mil-
lion dollars—a speculator’s tax—reduc-
ing the extension of tax cuts down to
the first $250,000 rather than $450,000 of
income; and several other specific rec-
ommendations to choose from to show
that the $2.7 trillion is a reasonable fig-
ure.

Now, I know those are unpopular; but
they’re not nearly as unpopular as the
sequester and cuts in health care, par-
ticularly Medicare and Medicaid. The
revenue enhancements called for will
be used to first cancel the sequester.
Everybody’s talking about how bad it
is. Our budget cancels the sequester al-
together. Then we pay for a $500 billion
jobs plan that will put at least 456 mil-
lion Americans back at work. And then
we provide an additional $280 billion in
long-term investments in our economy
through education, job training, health
care, and advanced science and re-
search.

Even with these investments, our
budget is projected to reduce the def-
icit by approximately $2.8 trillion over
the decade, compared to the CBO’s
baseline, which, incidentally, does not
include the savings that we will
achieve through the winding down of
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. That
will put us on a sustainable goal. It
more than meets the Simpson-Bowles
goal. So we feel that is a responsible
goal. This number is actually pessi-
mistic because with the jobs bill, we
think we’re going to do a lot better be-
cause of the stimulative effect it has
on the economy.

Now, this is in stark contrast to the
committee report, which has vague
numbers—numbers that don’t add up or
don’t give you a clue as to how they’re
going to get the money. The budget has
a reduction in tax rates, does not say
how you’re going to make that rev-
enue-neutral or by where you’re going
to find the $4 trillion to $5 trillion in
taxes that would be needed to make it
revenue-neutral. They  block-grant
Medicaid. By the time you get to the
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end of 10 years, it’s about one-third of
what it needs to be to maintain present
benefits. Two-thirds of Medicaid are
the elderly and disabled. So if you’re
cutting them, what exactly are your
plans for them?

If you look at their budget, they
claim $4.5 trillion in deficit reduction.
A trillion is repealing ObamaCare, but
keeping all of the taxes and pay-fors
that paid for ObamaCare, and $1.5 bil-
lion is cutting Medicaid and Medicare.
So that’s almost a trillion in unspec-
ified mandatory spending. Most manda-
tory spending is Social Security. They
don’t specify where that’s coming
from. Three-fourths of the rest is inter-
est on what is not going to happen.

On the other hand, the CBC budget
specifically outlines where we’re going
to get the money. Then, it creates 5
million jobs, invests in education,
transportation, health care, and re-
search. And in the end, it has more
than the Simpson-Bowles goal of def-
icit reduction. It is a plan that’s spe-
cific. It can be done. And if we adopt
the Congressional Black Caucus budg-
et, we will more than achieve the
Simpson-Bowles goals of deficit reduc-
tion and create 5 million jobs.

I thank the gentleman for his leader-
ship,

Mr. HORSFORD. Thank you, Con-
gressman SCOTT. Again, thank you for
your very hard work and that of your
staff in bringing this forward.

To close this out, to lay out the two
options and approaches that are before
us, we have what I would like to coin
as the Compassionate People’s Budget,
offered by the Congressional Black
Caucus, and we have the Austerity
Budget. Now, the Compassionate Budg-
et is focused on the people and the Aus-
terity Budget continues to protect spe-
cial interest and corporate interest.
And to talk more about that, the gen-
tleman from New York, Representative
JEFFRIES.

Mr. JEFFRIES. I thank my good
friend, the distinguished gentleman
from the Silver State, for his leader-
ship in co-anchoring the CBC Special
Order and for giving me the oppor-
tunity to lay out as best I can the con-
trasting visions as represented by the
CBC budget—and we’re thankful for
the leadership of Representative BOBBY
ScoTT in that regard—and the GOP
budget.

We’re at a crossroads in America, a
fork in the road, and we can go in one
of two different directions. And one di-
rection is a compassionate path, as set
forth by the Congressional Black Cau-
cus. The other direction is a more re-
gressive, mean-spirited path, as set
forth by the GOP budget.

The CBC budget is designed to create
progress for the greatest number of
people possible here in America. The
GOP budget endorses the view of pros-
perity for the few. The CBC budget
takes a balanced approach to dealing
with the economic situation that we
find ourselves in here in America. The
GOP budget balances the budget on the
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backs of the most vulnerable in our so-
ciety. The CBC budget will create jobs
for Americans. The GOP budget will
cost us hundreds of thousands of jobs.
These are two very different visions for
where we need to go here in America.

A balanced approach has four dif-
ferent elements. First, invest in the
American economy. Second, raise rev-
enue by closing corporate loopholes
that are unfair, unjust, and in many in-
stances, unconscionable—tax breaks
for corporate jets, tax subsidies for big
o0il companies that are making record
profits, tax incentives for American
companies to ship our jobs overseas.
The CBC budget will close these waste-
ful corporate loopholes.

Third, we look for savings by cutting
waste, fraud, and abuse; and we take
this approach because of the sensitive
nature of our fragile economic recov-
ery. You can’t just cut the budget with
a meat cleaver without hurting the
American people. And, lastly, the CBC
balanced approach stands up for impor-
tant programs like Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid that have
nothing to do with the economic mess
that we find ourselves in right now.

We don’t have a short-term deficit
crisis in America. That’s what the
independent objective economists have
concluded. The Speaker of the House of
Representatives has acknowledged we
don’t have a short-term deficit crisis.
The chairman of the Budget Com-
mittee just yesterday acknowledged
that we don’t have a short-term deficit
crisis.

We’ve gained 6 million jobs over the
last 4-plus years, but we still have a
long way to go. We’ve got a jobs crisis.
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Now, corporate profits are way up,
the stock market is way up, the pro-
ductivity of the American worker is
way up, but the reality is consumer de-
mand remains stagnant. That’s why we
have to invest in the American econ-
omy, invest in transportation and in-
frastructure, research and develop-
ment, invest in technology and innova-
tion, education and job training, as the
CBC budget compassionately does.

Now, the other budget balances itself
on the backs of the poor, children, sen-
ior citizens, working families, and the
middle class. Now, they’ll say we're
trying to put forth misinformation to
scare the American people. That’s a
cute observation, but it has no factual
basis.

The GOP budget cuts Medicaid by
$810 billion. That’s not a scare tactic;
that’s reality.

The GOP budget voucherizes Medi-
care so that in the future the health
care costs wouldn’t be covered by this
voucher program in the manner that it
is right now. That’s not a scare tactic;
that’s reality.

The GOP budget cuts spending on
higher education by $168 billion. That’s
not a scare tactic; that’s reality.

That’s why we are putting forth a
compassionate budget to put the Amer-
ican people back to work.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. HORSFORD. The CBC budget re-
focuses the priorities where it should
be, on the middle class. The CBC budg-
et will save up to 2 million public and
private sector jobs just from the can-
cellation of the sequester alone.

Bottom line, Mr. Speaker: job cre-
ation is our number one priority with
this budget. We put Americans back to
work, we protect the vital social pro-
grams they rely on, and we call on ev-
eryone to contribute to growing our
economy and strengthening our recov-
ery. This is a balanced approach that
the American people are calling for.

We’re urging our colleagues on the
other side of the aisle to work with us
to craft a commonsense budget pro-
posal that creates jobs, that moves our
country forward, and that protects the
middle class and the poor.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 22 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) at 9
o’clock and 6 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H. CON. RES. 25, CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H. RES. 115, PROVIDING FOR THE
EXPENSES OF CERTAIN COMMIT-
TEES OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES IN THE 113TH
CONGRESS; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES

Mr. WOODALL, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 113-21) on the resolution (H.
Res. 122) providing for consideration of
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
25) establishing the budget for the
United States Government for fiscal
year 2014 and setting forth appropriate
budgetary levels for fiscal years 2015
through 2023; providing for consider-
ation of the resolution (H. Res. 115)
providing for the expenses of certain
committees of the House of Represent-
atives in the One Hundred Thirteenth
Congress; and for other purposes, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

———
LEAVE OF ABSENCE
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CICILLINE (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California (at
the request of Ms. PELOSI) for today
and the balance of the week on account
of medical surgery.

Mr. NADLER (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and March 19 on ac-
count of attending a funeral.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WOODALL. Madam Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 7 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Tuesday,
March 19, 2013, at 10 a.m. for morning-
hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

731. A letter from the Under Secretary, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting notifica-
tion that the Department is taking essential
steps to award a multiyear contract for 32 E-
2D Advanced Hawkeye aircraft; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

732. A letter from the Chairman, Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System,
transmitting the Board’s semiannual Mone-
tary Policy Report pursuant to Pub. L. 106-
569; to the Committee on Financial Services.

733. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulations, Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Education,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Assistance to States for the Education of
Children With Disabilities [Docket ID: ED-
2011-OSERS-0012] (RIN: 1820-AB64) received
February 27, 2013, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

734. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s FY 2012 annual
performance report to Congress required by
the Medical Device User Fee and Moderniza-
tion Act of 2002; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

735. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s ‘Major”
final rule — Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act; Health Insurance Market
Rules; Rate Review [CMS-9972-F] (RIN: 0938-
AR40) received March 7, 2013, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

736. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s ‘Major”’
final rule — Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act; HHS Notice of Benefit and
Payment Parameters for 2014 [CMS-9964-
FJ(RIN:0938 ARb1] received March 1, 2013,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

737. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-
trator, Bureau for Legislative and Public Af-
fairs, Agency for International Development,
transmitting a formal response to GAO re-
port GAO-13-34; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

738. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department
of State, transmitting an intention to trans-
fer jurisdictional control of certain classes of
items currently on the United States Muni-
tions List to the Commerce Control List,
pursuant to Section 38(f)(1) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.
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