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Americans need mortgage deductions. I
know, however, that that is one that is
under discussion.

But why did our friends writing this
budget not list the deductions that
they would be willing to put on the
table? Some of us realize that mort-
gage deductions help young families. It
helps single women. It helps women
who are maintaining or getting their
first house. So here we have a special
emphasis.

I'm glad my colleague mentioned
breast cancer. I have introduced legis-
lation on triple negative. It happens to
have a far-reaching impact on women
from all ethnic groups, whether they
are Caucasian, whether they are His-
panic, or whether they are African
American or Asian, but it is a deadly
form of the disease, a more deadly form
of the disease. And so that kind of re-
search which many of us are arguing
for is now limited because of this budg-
et.

The budget does not—well, let me
just say this. The budget takes for its
own what was accomplished with the
savings in the Affordable Care Act. It
takes for its own the cuts that we
made, were willing to make in 2012,
over a trillion in cuts and spending.
And it totally ignores economists who
have indicated that the austerity for-
mat that was taken in Europe was the
completely wrong direction, and that,
then, impacts our families more nega-
tively.

O 1850

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Will the gentlelady yield?

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I would be happy
to yield.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. I want to point out and make
sure that our colleagues and the listen-
ing public know that the Ryan plan as-
sumes the $85 billion in sequester cuts.
So these cuts are on top of that. And
according to the bipartisan Congres-
sional Budget Office, the sequester
could cause the U.S. economy to lose
750,000 jobs. And the Ryan plan com-
pounds these job losses.

The Economic Policy Institute has
initial estimates that the House Re-
publican budget would cost 2 million
jobs in 2014 alone, relative to current
policy. So why in the world would we
want to take these steps that are going
to result in job loss?

I yield back to the lady.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I thank the gen-
tlelady for that astute assessment.
When I give these various points,
women are disproportionately placed.
Many of them are heads of households,
many of them are senior women. Many
are going back into the workforce be-
cause they have resource shortages, if
you will. And the Ryan budget takes in
all of these; i.e., the $85 billion in se-
quester cuts. By the way, again, I in-
troduced legislation to eliminate the
sequester provision out of the Budget
Reconciliation Act. I happen to think
that it is meritorious because we need
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to start from a fair point of view, not
what I call nickel and diming, ending
people’s research, closing doors in the
Capitol, and a number of other things
that are not good for America.

But let me just finish on this. If
we’re interested in R&D, as we indi-
cated, or clean energy—slashed. Obvi-
ously, it will have an impact on the
quality of life of families who are rais-
ing their children. What about nutri-
tion assistance, the SNAP program?
What an obliterating cut to the SNAP
program, which is now serving 48 mil-
lion people. Let me remind my col-
leagues that these are military per-
sons, women who are in the military.
These are young families. These are in-
dividuals who are in school. And so
women are disproportionately im-
pacted.

And this, I think, is clearly one of
the largest conflicts of reason, and that
is to underfund or take away the fund-
ing for the Affordable Care Act, which
has been reaffirmed by the United
States Supreme Court and has been
documented as having a health care
savings and providing for a healthier
America. And here we are taking away
coverage from 27 million Americans.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. They take away the good aspects
of it, all the preventive and the health
care. They propose to eliminate that,
but then they keep the tax savings
from it to balance their budget. It is a
hoax. It’s not realistic. It’s not true.
And I really appreciate your words
here today on the floor.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. They take all
the good things that, might I say, the
Democrats have worked on and can
really be defined as balanced and fair
and utilize it in a budget that is abso-
lutely lopsided. And I thank you for
having us on the floor to explain to the
women of America why this budget will
not be good for them, their children, or
their expanded families, and that we’re
committed to standing against this
kind of approach that is really not the
American way.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. I thank the gentlelady.

In conclusion, Americans can’t afford
more fuzzy math and budget gimmicks.
We need real solutions that help grow
our economy, create jobs, support the
health and economic security of our
seniors, and one that will address the
arbitrary sequester cuts. Chairman
RYAN’s budget fails to address any of
these.

Our Republican friends like to talk
about making the hard choices. What
they propose here would indeed make
things much harder for millions of
Americans, but it will also make
things much easier for a fortunate few.
That’s their plan. The reality is that
the majority’s Ryan budget harms
those who need help and doles out tax
breaks and benefits to those who do
not. So let me be as clear as I possibly
can: the Ryan budget, if it were passed
by the House, would risk our recovery.

I want to thank all the participants
tonight. I thank the like-minded men
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who came to the floor to support us
and the women that have spoken out
tonight on how the budget affects
women, children, and their expanded
families.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 803, SUPPORTING KNOWL-
EDGE AND INVESTING IN LIFE-
LONG SKILLS ACT

Ms. FOXX, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 113-16) on the resolution (H.
Res. 113) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 803) to reform and
strengthen the workforce investment
system of the Nation to put Americans
back to work and make the United
States more competitive in the 21st
century, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———

FIREARMS TRAFFICKING
LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from California (Mr. THOMP-
SON) for 30 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMPSON of California.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days to revise and extend their
remarks on the subject of this Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. THOMPSON of California.
Madam Speaker, I rise to call on my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
join with us and pass the bipartisan
legislation to strengthen Federal pen-
alties for straw purchasing of firearms.
I'm a hunter and a gun owner, and I be-
lieve strongly in the Second Amend-
ment. I support law-abiding Americans’
right to own firearms, and nothing in
this legislation infringes upon that
right. This bill simply helps keep guns
out of the hands of dangerous criminals
who cannot legally buy guns on their
own.

I chair the House Gun Violence Pre-
vention Task Force. Our task force has
developed a comprehensive set of pol-
icy principles that will help reduce gun
violence. To develop these principles,
we met with virtually everyone who
had an interest on this issue: Repub-
licans, Democrats, the NRA, gun own-
ers and gun safety groups, mental
health experts, educational leaders,
people from the video game and movie
industries, hunting and sportsman’s
groups, law enforcement leaders, and
the Vice President of the TUnited
States. Out of these meetings, one of
the principles we developed dealt spe-
cifically with strengthening penalties
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for gun trafficking and for straw pur-
chasing. This is something we should
all be able to agree on.

At a hearing yesterday held by my
colleague and friend, Mr. CUMMINGS
from Maryland, and one of his cospon-
sors, Mrs. MALONEY from New York, we
heard testimony from New York City
fireman Ted Scardino. Mr. Scardino
was wounded and two of his fellow fire-
men were Killed when a gunman lured
them to a house that that gunman had
set on fire and then started shooting at
them. The shooter had his neighbor
buy the gun for him because he could
not pass a background check.

Mr. Scardino said yesterday:

Putting a gun in someone’s hand that isn’t
supposed to have one must be stopped.

So let’s pass this bipartisan bill and
let’s stop it.

I now yield to my colleague and good
friend from Maryland, the author of
this legislation and a leader on this
issue, Mr. CUMMINGS.

Mr. CUMMINGS. I want to thank the
gentleman for yielding, and 1 rise
today to ask every Member of the
House to join our bipartisan efforts to
combat firearms trafficking and co-
sponsor H.R. 452, the Gun Trafficking
Prevention Act.

Earlier this year, I was honored to
join colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to introduce this commonsense
proposal to make firearms trafficking
a Federal crime for the first time and
to impose stiff new penalties on straw
purchasers. Since then, the number of
cosponsors has swelled, adding both
Republicans and Democrats. It has also
gained bipartisan support in the Sen-
ate.

Our bill has been endorsed by law en-
forcement officials across the country,
and it does not affect the rights of any
law-abiding gun owner. The only people
that would be against this bill would be
straw purchasers and those who are
forbidden legally from possessing a
gun.

Just yesterday, we held a bipartisan
forum, as my colleague has just men-
tioned, to hear the accounts of first re-
sponders who have been the victims of
gun violence resulting from straw pur-
chases or other trafficking incidents.

O 1900

I want to reiterate what has been
said by Mr. THOMPSON about Ted
Scardino. He was a brave firefighter
from New York who suffered multiple
gunshot wounds and saw two of his col-
leagues gunned down on Christmas Eve
when they were responding to a fire.
Mike Chiapperini and Tomasz
Kaczowka were those colleagues who
are now no longer with us. Here is
Tomasz. He was just a 19-year-old who
had just joined the volunteer fire de-
partment.

It turned out that the fire was set by
a convicted felon, William Spengler. He
previously served 17 years in prison for
killing his grandmother with a ham-
mer. Spengler ambushed these first re-
sponders and sprayed them with bul-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

lets. Despite his criminal record, Spen-
gler walked into a gun store, alongside
a straw purchaser, to obtain guns to be
used to kill these brave men. As Mr.
Scardino said yesterday, he supports
our bipartisan legislation because he
wants to keep guns out of the hands of
deranged killers, create a deterrent to
providing guns to dangerous criminals,
and prevent more tragic deaths like
these.

After working on this legislation for
several years, Mrs. MALONEY and I have
never been more hopeful that we can
pass it with significant bipartisan sup-
port. I urge all my colleagues to co-
sponsor this bill.

Mr. THOMPSON, just very briefly, one
of the things that has been said over
and over again—and we hear it from
the NRA—is that we ought to deal with
the laws that we already have. Well,
right now, there’s a phenomenal loop-
hole with the laws that we already
have.

Law enforcement, by the way,
brought this to the attention of our
committee, and they didn’t ask for a
trafficking law—they begged for it. Be-
cause as was testified to yesterday in
the hearing, those who want to commit
some kind of crimes, they’re always
looking for what they call a hustle;
they’re looking for something to make
their money off of.

Witnesses told us yesterday—as a
matter of fact, the head of the San
Francisco police said that it has be-
come easier to deal in guns and more
lucrative than to deal in drugs. So a lot
of folks that would normally be going
to deal in drugs are now dealing in
guns. Why? Because there is no dedi-
cated trafficking law, and this is what
our bill will do. It also will increase
those penalties for straw purchasers.

I want to thank the gentleman, by
the way, for your hard work. You’ve
done an outstanding job in bringing
Members of the House together to forge
ahead with regard to legislation to ad-
dress these issues, and I want to thank
you.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. I
thank the gentleman.

I appreciate the fact that you provide
clarity on the one issue, and that is
that the critics of anything we try and
do to prevent gun violence repeatedly
state, Just enforce the laws that are on
the books. Here, this gun trafficking
proposal that you and Mrs. MALONEY
have introduced is, I think, illustrative
of the fact that sometimes you actu-
ally need other laws. Because there are
no laws on the books to prevent
against something that leads to the
tragedies that we heard about in your
hearing yesterday and that, sadly, the
folks in this New York area and the
families of these slain individuals will
have to live with for the rest of their
life.

I can’t emphasize enough: there is no
dedicated law on the book that pro-
hibits trafficking of guns. People are
trafficking in guns, and they are used
to Kkill people. We have an opportunity,
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and I commend you and Mrs. MALONEY
for not only your dedication and your
effort to bring this to an end, but the
fact that you’ve reached out across
party lines. You have a bipartisan coa-
lition; you have bipartisan authorship
of this bill recognizing that we’ve got
to bring this to a stop.

The only sad commentary that I have
is one of our brave colleagues who was
willing to stand up and take a position
on this bill to prevent criminals from
getting guns, has been under attack by
some who have just mischaracterized
his position, mischaracterized his dedi-
cation, mischaracterized his motives,
and mischaracterized the bill that all
of you are working so hard on.

So thank you for being here tonight,
And thank you very much for your
tireless effort in bringing closure to
this issue.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Thank you very
much.
Mr. THOMPSON of California. I

would now like to yield to my friend
and colleague from New York (Mrs.
MALONEY).

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Thank you so much for orga-
nizing this.

I want to thank my dear friend and
colleague, MIKE THOMPSON, not only for
his leadership here on the floor, but the
great work that he has done as the
leader of the House Democratic Gun
Violence Prevention Task Force. One
of the things that he underscores at all
of our hearings and meetings is that he
is himself a gun owner. He enjoys hunt-
ing; he enjoys having a gun for protec-
tion; he enjoys it for target shooting.
But he also understands that certain
guns are not for hunting; they’re just
for Kkilling people, such as assault
weapons, and that there are loopholes
in our laws.

I regret to inform you tonight that
there has been another mass murder in
New York yesterday, where a gunman
shot down four law enforcement in up-
state New York. Now, if we don’t make
changes, we can only expect more of
the same. It was only 10 days after the
tragic killing of 20 young innocent
children in Connecticut that the trag-
edy happened in upstate New York.

Now, the straw purchaser that
bought the guns—the rifle and the as-
sault weapon—for the felon that mur-
dered two police officers and firemen, I
doubt that that neighbor would have
bought those guns for him if the law
had been on the books that straw pur-
chasers could be looking at 20 years for
knowingly buying guns and giving
them to a criminal or a person who
could not legally have that gun.

Now, this bill has been endorsed by 30
different law enforcement organiza-
tions. Law enforcement is asking us to
give them the tools to get illegal guns
out of the hands of criminals. This bill
that I authored grew out of a hearing
we were having on violence on the bor-
der of Mexico. The agents testified that
guns were being shipped into Mexico
that were then used to kill our border
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agents. So I asked the question: Why
don’t we just stop the guns? At that
point, the agents testified that they
don’t even bother to bring charges
against straw purchasers because the
laws are so weak. They call them a
‘‘slap on the wrist,” a paper violation,
that you wouldn’t be punished at all.

So what we’re trying to do with this
bill is to make trafficking in guns to
felons, to drug cartels, to gang leaders
a crime—it’s unbelievable that it’s not
a crime now—and to increase the pen-
alties for the straw purchasers. I think
it’s reasonable, it’s common sense, and,
fundamentally, it will save lives in our
country. It was introduced with Mr.
CUMMINGS, Mr. MEEHAN and Mr.
RIGELL. Mr. RIGELL is a member of the
NRA. Also, I think that Mr. MEEHAN
was also a former leader in law enforce-
ment, so he had really literally under-
stood the need of it.

At our hearing yesterday—and at the
hearings we’ve had in the Government
Reform and Oversight Committee—law
enforcement is basically begging us,
absolutely begging us to give them the
tools to better protect Americans.

I hope that we will listen to our
chairman’s plea, MIKE THOMPSON’S
plea, that at least on this we can come
together and forge a bipartisan effort
to pass these two important bills. So I
thank the gentleman for his leadership.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. I
thank the gentlelady for her dedica-
tion, for her hard work on this, and for
her taking time to be here tonight to
talk about this.

You raised the issue and praised
those on the other side of the aisle,
many of whom have experience—one
Member from Virginia, who is an NRA
member, one from Pennsylvania, who
is, I believe, a district attorney; exten-
sive law enforcement background.

O 1910

It’s important that we have this type
of across-the-aisle cooperation. As a
matter of fact, the people of the United
States of America, every one of us
hears it every time we go home—we
hear it in our townhall meetings, we
can read it in our constituent mail, our
friends tell us, our neighbors tell us:
work together to solve the problems
that we all face as Americans.

The fact that we have folks on the
other side of the aisle coming forward
to work together and then they’re de-
monized and they’re criticized for
doing this, all Americans need to speak
out against this. When something like
this happens, we need to let everyone
know that, no, we want our Members of
Congress to work together to solve
these problems that threaten our com-
munities, threaten our children,
threaten our grandchildren, and
threaten our neighborhoods. It’s very,
very important to do that.

As the gentlewoman pointed out, I
am a gun owner and I hunt, and I be-
lieve strongly in the Second Amend-
ment. I’'m not interested in giving my
guns up, and I'm not going to ask any
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other law-abiding citizen to give their
guns up. At the same time, I'm a father
and I'm a grandfather, and my kids and
my children deserve to live in a safe
community. Two of my sons are first
responders. One is a firefighter; an-
other one is a deputy sheriff.

When I sat through your hearing yes-
terday and listened to the testimony of
the wounded firefighter talk about his
colleagues who were Kkilled—called to
respond to a community catastrophe, a
house on fire—doing their job, doing
what we ask these first responders to
do—and they get there and they’re am-
bushed by a sick deranged murderer
who has a gun because somebody
bought it for him, because it was ille-
gal for him to buy it himself, he
couldn’t buy it himself. It was just ter-
rible to relive this for the witnesses
who were there and certainly eye open-
ing for anyone who paid attention to
what the possibilities are out there in
any of our communities.

Madam Speaker, I would like to yield
time to a new Member of our House—
someone who has been doing out-
standing work, vice-chair of the Gun
Violence Prevention Task Force, some-
one who brought with her not only an
interest and a passion for this, but also
an incredible constituency, because it
was in her district that Sandy Hook
took place—the gentlewoman from
Connecticut (Ms. ESTY).

Ms. ESTY. Thank you so much, Con-
gressman THOMPSON, for organizing
this Special Order and for your incred-
ible leadership on these important
issues that the country deserves to
have a voice and deserves to have a
vote.

And I wanted to thank Congressman
CUMMINGS and Congresswoman MALO-
NEY for your important leadership on
this very important issue that is truly
a remarkable hole in the law that I
think most people had no idea.

These are the holes that we saw yes-
terday, because the holes in the law are
allowing holes in the hearts of the fam-
ilies of America. Holes like this, shot
with assault weapons, to brave fire-
fighters who were responding to a fire
on Christmas Eve, that’s what this
really means.

This is a 19-year-old young man fol-
lowing in his family’s footsteps and his
lifelong dream to be a firefighter and
instead was met with this, and that
ended his life—a man who never should
have had those guns.

Yesterday, I had the pleasure of wel-
coming to Washington Team 26, a
group of 26 cyclists from the town of
Newtown, Connecticut, in my district,
who rode to Washington in support of
commonsense legislation to reduce and
prevent gun violence. The Sandy Hook
ride to Washington was a successful
event. It was also emblematic of what
we’re seeing across the country in the
wake of the tragedy in Newtown.

Americans have been touched by the
strength and love of the families and
the people in Newtown in a way we
have not seen in this country before. I
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can assure you, the Connecticut effect
is not going away anytime soon be-
cause the American people are stepping
up and making their voices heard for
commonsense, reasonable regulations
and laws to reduce and prevent gun vi-
olence. For far too long, for far too
long, communities across this country,
like West Webster, New York, and like
Newtown, Connecticut, have paid for
the price of inaction here in Congress.
We cannot keep losing precious chil-
dren and courageous police officers and
brave first responders and many other
innocent lives because we have al-
lowed, and we are allowing, guns to be
put into the hands of people who do not
have permission and do not have the
right to have them.

It is shocking and it is wrong that we
do not have vigorous Federal laws
making straw purchasing and traf-
ficking in guns a Federal crime. We’ve
learned today, and we learned yester-
day in our hearing, that it is against
the law to traffic in drugs, it is against
the law to traffic in tainted food, but it
is not against our Federal laws to traf-
fic in illegal weapons in this country,
and that is wrong and we need to fix it.

That’s the reason that the Gun Traf-
ficking Prevention Act has bipartisan
support in the House. That is the same
reason that this measure has the
strong support and backing and urging
and pleading of the hardworking law
enforcement officers in my State who
are dealing with the consequences of il-
legal drugs, including the leadership of
Connecticut Attorney General and my
friend George Jepsen.

There’s a reason that law enforce-
ment officials and groups around the
country have been asking for us to pass
this law. Few policies reflect common-
sense, like keeping firearms out of the
hands of criminals. If we are going to
accomplish that goal, we must address
this gaping hole with the lack of Fed-
eral laws punishing gun trafficking and
straw purchasing.

Now is the time to act. We have a
real opportunity to enact and to fix
this hole in the law and to prevent
holes in the hearts of the American
people. I'm very proud to be a cospon-
sor of the Gun Trafficking Prevention
Act and the Straw Purchaser Penalty
Enhancement Act to do just that.

For the families of Newtown, for fam-
ilies across this great country who are
affected by gun violence, for children
and for police officers and first re-
sponders everywhere who put their
lives on the line for us every day, and
for all those whose lives are at risk
today because of illegal guns, let’s
meet the call of the American people
to strengthen the penalties for gun
trafficking and straw purchasing.

I urge my colleagues to support this
very laudable legislation, and I urge
members of the public to urge their
Representatives to stand up for safety
for our first responders for our commu-
nities.

I thank my good friend, the gen-
tleman from California, for yielding.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Thank
you, Congresswoman KESTY, and thank
you for your work on the task force
and for your work every day to make
sure that we all come together to make
our communities safer places to live, to
work, to recreate, and to raise our fam-
ilies.

One of the things, one of the beau-
tiful benefits of doing this work for me
has been the honor I’ve had in not only
working with great dedicated people,
yourself included, but meeting some of
your wonderful constituents. Their
passion is on fire in Connecticut. I've
met with them many times with you,
sometimes alone. We got another
glimpse of it yesterday, as you men-
tioned, when Team 26 rode into Wash-
ington, D.C., rode all the way from
your district to Washington, D.C., to
call on all of us to work together to
pass these bills to make our commu-
nities safer. They’re wonderful folks,
they’re dedicated, they’re hard-
working, and I can understand why
after watching you and experiencing
your leadership on this issue. So thank
you very much for all that you are
doing.

And I just want to remind folks that
the American people want us to make
our communities safer; they want us to
pass sensible laws that will do this.
And everyone will tell you we
shouldn’t allow criminals and the dan-
gerously mentally ill to get firearms.

Well, how in the world can you do
that if you don’t do some just real
commonsense steps to make sure that
doesn’t happen?

We’re talking about a couple of them
today—straw purchases and gun traf-
ficking.

O 1920

Who in the world could be opposed to
stopping straw purchases? And that
means just what it says. That means
somebody buys a gun and gives it to
somebody who’s not allowed by law to
own a gun, who is trafficking in guns,
making a living, making a profit, mak-
ing a business out of buying guns and
then shipping them someplace, taking
them someplace, introducing them to a
community where they’re going to be
used for unlawful purposes. No one
could possibly be against that.

Background checks is another one.
As you know, our task force will be
holding a hearing this Friday on back-
ground checks. Ninety-four percent of
the American people believe we should
pass background checks. Eighty-four
percent of the NRA members think we
should pass a background check bill.
We’re going to have an opportunity
next week when I introduce legislation
to put in place background checks for
the American people to call their Rep-
resentatives and let them know. This is
important stuff. We need to have that
check in place so people who are dan-
gerously mentally ill, people who are
criminals, if they try and buy a gun
from someone selling that gun, it will
be flagged if they’re not allowed to
have them and they’ll be stopped, at
least in that case. They may try and
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find other ways to do it, but it’s incum-
bent upon us to do everything we can
to make sure that that doesn’t happen
again.

I'm now going to yield to my friend
and colleague, the vice chair of the
task force, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. SCOTT).

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I thank you
for yielding, and most of all I thank
you for your leadership in the firearms
task force, the prevention of gun vio-
lence.

You’ve done a tremendous job in
bringing diverse views into focus to re-
spond appropriately to the children
who were murdered senselessly in New-
town, Connecticut. They were young
people, babies, whose bodies were rid-
dled with bullets. I think finally we
have concluded that we have to do
something in response to the murders.

One of the things we have to do is re-
duce violence generally—and violence
prevention. This week I'll be intro-
ducing the Youth PROMISE Act, which
has a proactive approach to make sure
that young people get on the right
track and stay on the right track.

We have to deal, as you have indi-
cated, with the mental health chal-
lenges. Those with mental health chal-
lenges have to get services, because if
they’re allowed to roam the streets
with untreated mental health prob-
lems, you have a lot of difficulties.

There have to be some firearm-spe-
cific situations, such as an assault
weapons ban, limiting the size of maga-
zines, background checks, but also
straw purchases, people who buy fire-
arms for others knowing they could
not buy them for themselves. Violating
the law and circumventing the good
background check processes we have
has to be dealt with.

So I thank you for your leadership. I
thank you for all that you have done.
We have a lot that we can do in re-
sponse to Newtown, and we expect to
do it.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. I
thank the gentleman for being here to-
night and for his leadership.

Madam Speaker, I'll end where I
started. As I said, we have to come to-
gether to work on these issues. These
are the issues that the American peo-
ple want us to find solutions for. Let’s
close these loopholes, make sure that
illegal gun activity doesn’t take place,
and protect the Second Amendment.
You know I'm four-square on that, and
we’ll do everything we can to make
sure that that happens. These are com-
monsense issues, and we should find co-
operation across the aisle.

As 1 said, I'll end where I started. I
call on my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to join together and to pass
these bills that both protect our Sec-
ond Amendment rights and help make
our communities safer places in which
to live, work, play, and raise our fami-
lies.

Madam Speaker, thank you, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

——

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. THOMPSON of California.
Madam Speaker, I move that the House
do now adjourn.
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The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 24 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, March 14, 2013, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

671. A letter from the Acting Chief Privacy
and Civil Liberties Officer, Department of
Justice, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Privacy Act of 1974; Implementation
[CPCLO Order No.: 001-2013] received Feb-
ruary 25, 2013, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

672. A letter from the Paralegal Specialist,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.:
FAA-2012-1070; Directorate Identifier 2012-
NM-099-AD; Amendment 39-17340; AD 2013-03-
056] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received February 27,
2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

673. A letter from the Paralegal Specialist,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Bell Helicopter Textron Heli-
copters [Docket No.: FAA-2013-0098; Direc-
torate Identifier 2011-SW-039-AD; Amend-
ment 39-17339; AD 2013-03-16] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received February 27, 2013, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

674. A letter from the Paralegal Specialist,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; The Boeing Company Airplanes
[Docket No.: FAA-2012-1110; Directorate
Identifier 2012-NM-013-AD; Amendment No.:
39-17353; AD 2013-03-19] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re-
ceived February 27, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

675. A letter from the Paralegal Specialist,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Pratt & Whitney Canada Corp
Turboshaft Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2012-
1005; Directorate Identifier 2012-NE-27-AD;
Amendment 39-17349; AD 2013-03-14] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received February 27, 2013, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

676. A letter from the Paralegal Specialist,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Lycoming Engines and Conti-
nental Motors, Inc. Reciprocating Engines
[Docket No.: FAA-2012-1245; Directorate
Identifier 2012-NE-41-AD; Amendment 39-
17279; AD 2012-24-09] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received
February 27, 2013, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

677. A letter from the Paralegal Specialist,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Eurocopter France Helicopters
[Docket No.: FAA-2012-0339; Directorate
Identifier 2011-SW-051-AD; Amendment 39-
17259; AD 2012-23-03] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received
February 27, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

678. A letter from the Paralegal Specialist,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Embraer S.A. Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2012-0590; Directorate Identifier
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