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served as Kazakhstan’s Ambassador to the 
United States. 
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HONORING ANTWANETTE KEYS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable student, 
Antwanette Keys. Ms. Keys is the daughter of 
Ms. Thelma West of Shelby, Mississippi and 
Mr. Alex McRae of Rosedale, Mississippi. 

She began school at an early age, attending 
the Shelby Head Start Center in Shelby, Mis-
sissippi from 1998–2000. Noticeably excelling, 
she was promoted to elementary school in 
2001 attending Brooks Elementary in Duncan, 
Mississippi. She quickly found a place inside 
her new school by becoming a member of the 
Girl Scouts Club. 

In 2004 she had to adapt to a different kind 
a school, Shelby Middle School. At Shelby 
Middle School she held numerous titles includ-
ing: Miss Fourth Grade, Miss Seventh Grade, 
and Miss Shelby Middle School. While uphold-
ing these titles she remained academically 
successful maintaining all A’s and B’s. Middle 
school had definitely paved the way for her 
new found interest in dance. A lifelong pas-
sion, she has diligently sought the strength to 
go above and beyond with the talent that God 
has blessed her with. 

Performing a wide range of dances, she can 
choreograph anything from Jazz to Hip Hop to 
Contemporary. Being taught by the best has 
instilled in her the ability to always strive for 
the best. In doing so, she swiftly walked the 
halls of Broad Street High School with an up-
right attitude and focal point based on suc-
cess. Knowing that her work never stops, she 
became Freshman Class President in 2009 
followed by Miss Homecoming in 2010. Deter-
mined to create a positive image she became 
Miss Student Council in 2011 and went on to 
achieve her biggest accomplishment, Miss 
Broad Street High. She was a member of the 
Broad Street High School Marching Band for 
four years and member of D.R.E.A.M.S. Step 
team. She is a member of the National Tech-
nical Honor Society and the Student Council 
at Broad Street High School. 

Antwanette works for the Bolivar Community 
Action Senior Select Program, which assists 
high school seniors in finding work while en-
couraging school attendance and community 
service. She has also worked for Peer Power 
for 3 years. This is a program dedicated to 
providing after school tutorials and enrichment 
activities for young scholars. 

Antwanette currently attends Christian Union 
Missionary Baptist Church in Drew, Mississippi 
where she boldly embraces her faith as a 
Christian. She is active in the Youth Choir, a 
member of the CUC Praise team and sec-
retary of Sunday School Department. 

Antwanette is a mentee in a program 
through Coahoma Community College Tri- 
County Workforce Alliance in Clarksdale, Mis-
sissippi. Since community service is essential 
to her, in 2010 she and other students partici-
pated in Students Involved for Community 
Change summer school. It is a highly selective 
summer leadership program focusing on civil 
rights, community organization, and edu-

cational advancement. Upon graduating, she 
plans to further her education and major in 
nursing to become a Registered Nurse. After 
completing nursing school she will pursue 
medical school to become a Gynecologist. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Ms. Antwanette Keys for her 
dedication in being an outstanding student. 
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FEDERAL UNEMPLOYMENT INSUR-
ANCE BENEFITS: 4 MILLION 
MORE REASONS TO END THE SE-
QUESTER 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2013 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, like 
many of my colleagues, I am hearing from 
constituents who are looking but unable to find 
jobs, and who are now faced with cuts to their 
Federal unemployment insurance (UI) benefits 
because of the sequester. 

These are people like Janice in Chicago, 
who last month wrote me, ‘‘Yesterday, I re-
ceived an email from the Illinois Department of 
Employment Security stating that starting in 
June and through the month of September, 
my unemployment benefits will be reduced by 
16.8%’’ because of the budget sequester. 

Or Mary in Arlington Heights, who emailed 
me, ‘‘I am currently unemployed. These cuts 
will cost me $200 a month. This is a lot of 
money for a single woman living on her own. 
These effects are real. They’re more than just 
numbers on a piece of paper.’’ 

Mary is right—the effects of the sequester 
are happening to real people—people like her 
and Janice and their families. The Department 
of Labor estimates that by October 1, as many 
as 3.8 million unemployed workers could see 
reductions in their federal Emergency Unem-
ployment Compensation benefits as a result of 
the sequester. 

For these families, the sequester means 
that they will have less money available to pay 
their mortgage or rent, doctor’s and grocery 
bills. UI cuts ripple out into local communities, 
since unemployed workers will spend less on 
goods and services. Experts tell us that a $1 
spent on UI benefits results in higher con-
sumer spending and increased economic ac-
tivity of between $1.50 and $2.00—so a $1 cut 
from UI benefits means an even greater loss 
in the effort to strengthen local economies. As 
Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody’s Ana-
lytics says, ‘‘if you cut unemployment insur-
ance, then the economic impact is outsized.’’ 
(‘‘Unemployment Benefit Cut Adds to Drag on 
U.S. Spending: Economy,’’ Bloomberg News, 
May 6, 2013.) 

The National Employment Law Project has 
released an excellent analysis, ‘‘The Seques-
ter’s Devastating Impact on Families of Unem-
ployed Workers and the Struggling Unemploy-
ment Insurance System.’’ It estimates that, if 
the sequester continues for the rest of 
FY2013, federal EUC benefits could be cut by 
more than $2.3 billion—an average of more 
than $400 per family. 

The NELP analysis also points out that the 
sequester’s impacts do not stop at federal UI 
cuts—they also mean cuts to the training, job 
matching and reemployment initiatives de-
signed to help unemployed workers get back 

to work. Those cuts, too, impose real harm on 
families and our economy by making it harder 
for unemployed men and women to get back 
into the workforce. 

I am a cosponsor of H.R. 900, the Cancel 
the Sequester Act, because it will stop these 
very harmful cuts to Federal UI benefits and 
job creation efforts. I urge my colleagues to 
come together now so that we can stop these 
across-the-board, meat-ax sequester cuts that 
are so damaging to our constituents. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. THOMAS J. ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2013 

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
287, 288: my flight from Florida was canceled; 
the next flight arrived after first votes. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes,’’ on 
both. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE FLEXI-
BILITY FOR WORKING FAMILIES 
ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2013 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, across all sectors and industries, 
flexible work arrangements are a key to meet-
ing the 21st century’s diverse workforce 
needs. Such voluntary arrangements have 
been shown to boost employee satisfaction 
and their physical and mental health as well 
as improve businesses bottom line by helping 
to retain key talent, reduce absenteeism, and 
enhance employee productivity. 

Flexible workplace policies are a win-win for 
business and workers. To help promote these 
policies, I am introducing the Flexibility for 
Working Families Act. This legislation guaran-
tees employees the right to request flexible 
work arrangements and provides employers 
with flexibility by encouraging them to review 
these requests, propose changes, and even 
deny them if they are not in the best interest 
of the business. Such voluntary arrangements 
between employees and employers include 
changing the time, amount, and/or place that 
work is conducted. 

Over the last 50 years the American work-
force and demographics have shifted tremen-
dously. Last month, Pew Research found that 
‘‘breadwinner moms’’ are the sole or primary 
provider in more than four in ten households 
with children under age 18. Furthermore, more 
households are caring for older relatives as 
medical advances mean people are living 
longer, with studies showing that almost 60 
percent of those who provide unpaid care to 
an adult or to a child with special needs are 
employed. It’s important that this workforce 
have options such as flexibility to help them 
handle even the most basic demands of work 
and family. 

I urge my colleagues to support the Flexi-
bility for Working Families Act, and I thank 
Senator BOB CASEY for introducing Senate 
companion legislation. 
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HONORING A’MYA IREANNA DAVIS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Ms. A’Mya Ireanna 
Davis, who is a remarkable student that is 
making a difference in her community. 

A’Mya Ireanna Davis, a Crystal Springs, MS 
native, is the daughter of Mr. Roderick and 
Monica Davis. She is the eldest of two sib-
lings, Malik Jones and Eunicesia Jones. 

A’Mya is a ninth grade honor student at 
Crystal Springs High School where she serves 
as President of the Freshman Class. Known 
as a busy-body, A’mya is very active in her 
school, church, and community. She is a 
member of the Crystal Springs High School 
Band, the Soccer team, the Track and Field 
team, Student Council, the Drama Club, a 
member of My Sister’s Keeper, an Usher, 
member of the church choir at Brushy Creek 
MB Church and serves as Youth Secretary 
and Treasurer for the Fran’s Branch New 
Hope Sunday School Institute. 

A’Mya is very passionate about her city and 
community. In 2012, she became the young-
est person to serve on the Crystal Springs 
Mayor’s Youth Council. While on the Council, 
she was involved in community organizing, 
performing at youth summits and serving as a 
representative for the youth in Crystal Springs 
at state-wide leadership conferences. 
Throughout all of her accomplishments at the 
very tender age of 14, A’Mya is a normal teen 
who loves to sing, dance, write music and po-
etry, and recite speeches. After high school, 
A’mya plans on attending Harvard University 
to become a prominent attorney. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing an energetic and dedicated stu-
dent, Ms. A’Mya Ireanna Davis, for her deter-
mination to make a difference in the Crystal 
Springs community. 
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RECOGNIZING GEORGE 
WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2013 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize George Washington Middle School 
in Lyons, Illinois, for being named to the list of 
top performing middle grades schools in the 
country by the National Forum to Accelerate 
Middle Grades Reform. 

George Washington represents one of only 
103 middle grades schools from around the 
United States that were recognized as a 
‘‘School to Watch’’ by the National Forum to 
Accelerate Middle Grades Reform. To achieve 
this honor, George Washington had to prove 
that they are academically excellent, develop-
mentally responsive, and socially equitable. 
They are among the best schools in the coun-
try in those regards, and I am glad to see 
these schools recognized for their excellence. 

Achieving such a high level of performance 
is not easy. Schools must establish an edu-
cational culture that creates structures, norms, 
and organizational support to sustain their im-

proving trend toward excellence. Principal 
Johnny Billingsley has demonstrated a sense 
of purpose that drives his decision making. 
Further this performance could not be possible 
without teachers who work tirelessly for their 
students and communities, and administrators, 
who work to provide a professional atmos-
phere to let teachers do what they do best. 
This hard work and dedication has created an 
exemplary learning atmosphere. 

This achievement is made possible through 
the hard work and dedication of the students, 
and the loving guidance by their parents and 
guardians. The students’ work ethic and the 
values that their parents have instilled within 
them made this award attainable. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the outstanding faculties and 
students at George Washington Middle 
School, and congratulating them for being rec-
ognized as one of the outstanding middle 
grades schools in the country. May they con-
tinue to exhibit excellence and create one of 
the best learning environments in the country 
for our future leaders. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF ANN DEMATTEO 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2013 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I rise today to take a moment 
to pay tribute to a very special member of the 
Greater New Haven community, Ann 
DeMatteo, who was taken from us much too 
soon when she lost her battle with breast can-
cer. Daughter, sister, aunt, colleague, mentor, 
and friend, Ann was a remarkable woman 
whose passion, good nature, and infectious 
laugh touched the lives of many and will long 
be remembered by all of those fortunate 
enough to have known her. 

Ann was a journalist spending the majority 
of her career as a reporter for the New Haven 
Register but also serving as the editor of the 
Middletown Press during the last years of her 
life. Anyone who has ever worked with Ann or 
been interviewed by her will tell you that no 
one knew more about the towns or issues 
they covered than she did. She delved into 
any story she was covering and served as a 
mentor to many up-and-coming reporters at 
the New Haven Register. Tough, but fair, Ann 
earned a distinguished reputation among her 
colleagues and in the community. 

When Ann was diagnosed with breast can-
cer, she did what she did best—shared the 
story. The result was her column, ‘‘Inspira-
tions,’’ which she continued until the very end. 
She not only wrote about her own battle but 
shared the stories of others as well. Ann did 
not just write about breast cancer, she was 
actively involved in the fight to find a cure. 
She assisted local charities, serving as hon-
orary chairwoman of the annual Silver Bullets 
Hamden Police Benefit game as well as Ham-
den Lights for Life, raising thousands of dol-
lars for much needed research. She was 
named the New Haven Register’s ‘‘Person of 
the Year’’ in 2008 and I was honored to join 
the National Organization of Italian American 
Women in recognizing her as one of the 2012 
Wise Women. 

Her friends and family will tell you that as 
dedicated as she was to her professional and 
charitable work, Ann was also known as the 
life of the party. She loved karaoke and was 
always ready to dance. But it is her compas-
sion, generosity, and kind heart that they will 
remember most. Her friend and colleague, 
Helen Bennett Harvey may have put it best 
when she recently said of Ann, ‘‘In the end, 
what she gave so many of us also was an ex-
ample of true grace under fire. Cancer took 
Ann’s body, but it did not take the beauty and 
love that emanated from within her.’’ 

As I stand today to pay tribute to Ann 
DeMatteo and honor her legacy, I extend my 
heartfelt sympathies to her family—her moth-
er, Ann; her brother and sister-in-law, Joseph 
and Patricia; her nephew and godson, John; 
and her niece, Rebecca. Put simply, Ann was 
one of a kind and her presence in our lives 
will be deeply missed, however, the indelible 
mark that she left on our community and on 
our souls will continue to inspire us every day. 
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HONORING COMPASS, THE GAY 
AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CEN-
TER (GLCC) OF PALM BEACH 
COUNTY FOR THEIR 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2013 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Compass, the Gay and 
Lesbian Community Center (GLCC) of Palm 
Beach County for their 25th anniversary and 
for their continued advocacy on behalf of the 
LGBT community. 

On Saturday, June 29, Compass will hold its 
annual Stonewall Ball, a party that attracts 
over 1,000 attendees each year. This ball con-
nects public leaders and elected officials with 
members of the LGBT community, an essen-
tial step in creating opportunities for LGBT citi-
zens of South Florida to participate in public 
life. 

Since its inception, Compass has acted as 
a true champion of the LGBT community. As 
the largest gay and lesbian community center 
in Florida, Compass is visited by more than 
25,000 individuals each year. It provides social 
and health-related support groups for LGBT 
people and case workers who help obtain 
treatment for those living with HIV/AIDS. Com-
pass also organizes the Pride Business Alli-
ance, a group that promotes gay-owned and 
gay-friendly local businesses. 

In honor of Compass GLCC’s 25th anniver-
sary, I am proud to recognize the entire Com-
pass community for their achievements in pro-
moting awareness and sensitivity to LGBT 
issues in South Florida. 
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HONORING MS. ALKEIRA GOOCH 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 27, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a future leader of this 
country, she is currently a student making a 
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