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hands in determining military requirements in
other parts of the world. Finally, this bill con-
tains provisions which ignore DoD rec-
ommendations and block the Administration’s
ability to retire aging and unnecessary military
aircraft, including the C—-130 AMP, when less
expensive options are readily available.

This year's NDAA does authorize much
needed funding for vital programs that benefit
our men and women in uniform, their civilian
colleagues, and our veterans. It is my hope
that many of my objections to this legislation
will be resolved in Conference with the Senate
and that | will be able to support its final pas-
sage.

————

EN BLOC PACKAGE: ENSURING
COMPLIANCE WITH USE OF CI-
VILIAN PERSONNEL AMENDMENT
H.R. 1960, NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2014

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2013

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | want to
thank the bil’'s managers for including in this
en bloc amendment a provision Congressman
LANGEVIN and | submitted to ensure the De-
partment of Defense complies with the law.

The defense authorization act of fiscal year
2010 included a mandate that the Department
make funding available to use civilian employ-
ees for requirements that last more than five
years, thereby saving taxpayer dollars.

The Department’'s Comptroller's office was
required to issue regulations on implementing
this mandate. Yet, three years later they have
still failed to do so.

This provision reinforces the law by requir-
ing that within 45 days of enactment the De-
partment finally issue these long-awaited regu-
lations.

| ask my colleagues to vote in favor of this
en bloc amendment, which includes this im-
portant provision.

————

PORTS AS SMALL BUSINESS
INCUBATORS ACT OF 2013

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2013

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, our nation’s ports
are more than gateways of trade—they are
economic engines in their own right. Ports
support 13.3 million American jobs and gen-
erate $3.15 trillion in economic activity. That is
why | founded the PORTS Caucus to educate
Members of Congress on the importance of
ports to our national economy. As a member
of the Small Businesses Committee, | also un-
derstand that economic recovery is going to
be fueled by the job-creating power of our
small businesses.

That is why | am re-introducing the “Ports
as Small Business Incubators Act,” which will
join these two economic forces and further
strengthen our economy. In 2005 alone, North
American incubation programs assisted more
than 27,000 companies that provided employ-
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ment for more than 100,000 workers and gen-
erated annual revenues of $17 billion. My bill
creates a grant program available to Port Au-
thorities interested in creating their own small
business incubators.

The Ports as Small Business Incubators Act
will allow port authorities to apply for a grant
to create a small business incubator. This pro-
gram will encourage port authorities to give
opportunities to entrepreneurs who need them
most. These newly-created small business in-
cubators will be designed to foster small busi-
nesses owned by women, veterans, and mi-
norities. Finally, this program will also encour-
age businesses that ,,arks develop a crucial
part of our economy: green jobs. Port authori-
ties can work with small business that focus
on clean energy and improved air and water
quality.

By passing this bill, we will ensure that our
entrepreneurs are given the chance to suc-
ceed. This program will nurture our new busi-
nesses and provide a much-needed boost to
our recovering economy.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE OUT-
STANDING COMMITMENT OF THE
FACULTY, STAFF, STUDENTS,
PARENTS AND ALUMNI OF EALY
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN WEST
BLOOMFIELD, MICHIGAN

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2013

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the administrators,
educators and students of Ealy Elementary
School in West Bloomfield, Michigan as they
gather to reflect on the 47 years the school
has served the community. For nearly five
decades, the education professionals of Ealy
have been making an impact at some of the
most important moments in children’s lives.

Opened in 1966 to meet the needs of a rap-
idly booming population in West Bloomfield,
the faculty and staff of Ealy have diligently
carried out the school's mission of providing
an educational environment that creates a co-
operative link between students’ home, school,
and community. As part of its mission, the
educators of Ealy focus on providing each stu-
dent with a uniquely challenging curriculum to
unlock their fullest potential. This focus not
only includes, a strong curriculum in the class-
room, but also extends into initiatives and pro-
grams that reach students beyond the walls of
the school.

In the classroom, the teachers at Ealy have
been committed to using technology to en-
hance the educational experience of their stu-
dents. With classrooms equipped with the lat-
est computers, Ealy has focused on creating
an interactive educational environment for its
students. Additionally, each classroom at Ealy
features an interactive smart board that further
improves the learning experience for its stu-
dents. The school's commitment to employing
technology in the learning process also pro-
vided its students with some unique edu-
cational opportunities, such as a direct con-
nection to NASA which allowed them to com-
municate with astronauts during their mis-
sions.

Furthermore the faculty and staff of Ealy EI-
ementary understand how the development of
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good communications skills early in life is an
important tool for youth as they develop into
adults. As part of the school’'s commitment to
honing this skill in its students, they are re-
quired to each complete and publish a non-fic-
tion book annually.

Beyond the walls of their classrooms, Ealy
students are exposed to programs which
engrain the importance of involvement in their
community and world. Students have orga-
nized events that support our men and women
in uniform, including adoptions of soldiers
serving overseas and organizing care pack-
ages for entire units of soldiers. The educators
of Ealy have also worked with their students to
organize fundraising drives that have sup-
ported the victims of hurricanes and tsunamis,
as well as create donations drives.

Mr. Speaker, | commend the administration
and faculty of Ealy Elementary for the dedica-
tion to their students—working day in and day
out to ensure that each student has the oppor-
tunity to discover and unlock their full poten-
tial. Thanks to their hard work, and the sup-
port of their parents, Ealy alumni have gone
on to make significant contributions to commu-
nities around the world. While Ealy may be
closing its doors at the end of this school year,
the spirit it has imbued in the community will
live on as its alumni continue to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others and as its dedi-
cated educators continue to impact new stu-
dents in their future endeavors.

——————

SAINT JOSEPH HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2013

MR. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Habitat for Hu-
manity of Saint Joseph, Missouri. This busi-
ness has been chosen to receive the YWCA
Women of Excellence Employer of Excellence
Award.

The Saint Joseph Habitat for Humanity is a
place where families come first. The organiza-
tion is committed to helping needy families in
the Saint Joseph area realize the dream of
home ownership. The families that are served
by Habitat are often headed by single mothers
who are inspired and encouraged that through
hard work and perseverance, things can
change in a positive way.

Even as Habitat seeks to empower women
and bless children everyday, it also seeks to
provide a family friendly environment for their
employees. In staff meetings, personal con-
cerns are given time in addition to agenda
items. Employees are given opportunities for
personal growth and development. This allows
for the staff at Habitat to not only feel good
about the work that they do, but who they are
doing it for. Every day Saint Joseph Habitat
for Humanity demonstrates its commitment to
strengthening families in every way possible.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
recognizing Saint Joseph Habitat for Human-
ity. This business is a tremendous asset to the
St. Joseph community, and | am honored to
represent this business in the United States
Congress.
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FEDERAL AGRICULTURE REFORM
AND RISK MANAGEMENT ACT OF
2013

SPEECH OF

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 19, 2013

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1947) to provide
for the reform and continuation of agricul-
tural and other programs of the Department
of Agriculture through fiscal year 2018, and
for other purposes:

Mr. KAPTUR. Mr. Chair, | would like to
thank the majority and minority for accepting
my amendment to the farm bill on invasive
species en bloc.

My amendment requires the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) to submit an an-
nual report to Congress on invasive species.

The report would include a list of invasive
species in the country, their country of origin,
how they got into the country, what year they
entered the country, rate of entry, cost esti-
mates, and a description of the ongoing re-
search occurring to combat the species.

More importantly, the report must include a
description of any legal recourse available to
people affected by the species.

A 2005 study shows that invasive species
cost the United States more than $120 billion
in damages every year.

U.S. agriculture loses $13 billion annually in
crops from invasive insects.

Every farmer, rancher, local government,
non-profit or small business deserves to know
what legal avenues are available to com-
pensate them for dealing with an invasive spe-
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cies that was brought into their backyard
through no fault of their own.

Invasive species are not just harmful to hu-
mans or our food supply. They affect our en-
dangered animals.

More than 400 of the over 1,300 species
currently protected under the Endangered
Species Act, and more than 180 candidate
species for listing are considered to be at risk
at least partly due to displacement by, com-
petition with, or predation by invasive species.

My amendment seeks to bring an under-
standing to the challenge we are facing in
combating invasive species.

Currently, no single clearinghouse exists to
find out how many invasive species there are
in the country, where those species came
from, and what research is ongoing to combat
that particular species.

How are we ever going to come up with a
national strategy to combat invasive species if
we don’t know how what we are up against.

This information needs to be available to the
public so we can begin a national conversa-
tion and put our best and brightest to the task
of coming up with solutions for combating
invasive species.

Again, | would like to thank the Members of
the Agriculture Committee and | look forward
to the remaining 2013 Farm Bill debates.

—————

A TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT
WILLIAM LEE BERG

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2013

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the invaluable service to our nation by
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Sergeant William Lee Berg, and to recognize
the great work being done by the
Pottawattamie County Veteran Affairs office.

On Monday, June 24th, the Pottawattamie
County Veteran Affairs office will be assisting
in honoring Sergeant Berg’'s legacy by pre-
senting his family with several medals he
earned during service in Vietnam, including
the Vietham Campaign Medal and the Viet-
nam Service Medal with a Silver Star. Most
notably, however, Sergeant Berg will be post-
humously awarded the Purple Heart for the in-
juries he sustained in a helicopter crash as a
door gunman while on a war mission on June
18, 1968, and the Air Medal for his participa-
tion in more than two dozen aerial missions in
counterinsurgency operations. It goes without
saying that Sergeant Berg’s service to our na-
tion was nothing short of exemplary.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor to represent
the people of lowa, the city of Council Bluffs,
and the important legacy of Sergeant Berg in
the United States Congress. His heroic con-
tribution to our nation’s efforts in Vietnam rep-
resents just one example of the long tradition
of selflessness and service upheld by lowans
serving in the U.S. Armed Forces. | invite my
colleagues in the House to join me in acknowl-
edging Sergeant Berg’s actions and thanking
the Pottawattamie County Veteran Affairs of-
fice for their assistance in this ceremony. |
humbly express my sincere gratitude to all of
our nation’s veterans, service members and
their families for their service and sacrifice.
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