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been instrumental in building the Workforce
Development Initiative, which brings together
business and education in support of high
school academics. What was once an organi-
zation only affiliated with business has now
grown to include labor, education, health care,
and nonprofit interests. In fact, the Contra
Costa Council’s scope has become so wide-
spread, that it recently changed its official
name to the East Bay Leadership Council.

Linda’s spirit and energy is not only appar-
ent in her work with the Council, but also en-
compasses her work with the many Boards on
which she has served. Included in this long list
are; the Board of Directors for John Muir
Health, the Eugene O’Neill Foundation, the
DVC Foundation, Opportunity Junction, the
West Contra Costa Business Development
Center, STAND for Families Free of Violence,
and the United Way Leadership Council.

Throughout Linda’s tenure, she earned
many awards and distinctions, including the
San Ramon Valley Chamber of Commerce
“Woman of the Year Award,” the Eugene
O'Neill Foundation Open Gate Award, the
Contra Costa Child Care Council Kiddie
Award, and the Contra Costa Times Woman
of Achievement Award for Business and Tech-
nology.

We invite our colleagues to join us in com-
mending President & Chief Executive Officer
Linda Best for her committed and diligent
service to the citizens of Contra Costa County.
We are pleased to congratulate Linda on an
outstanding career and wish her the very best
as she begins a well-deserved retirement.

———

HONORING THE TOWN OF
MACHIAS, MAINE

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2013

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the town of Machias, Maine as it cele-
brates its 250th anniversary.

Located in the heart of Washington County
and known as the “Blueberry Capital of the
World,” Machias is one of our state’s most
historic and picturesque communities. It
serves as the county seat and is a regional
center for Downeast Maine, with agricultural,
commercial, and educational resources that
are utilized and embraced by thousands of
nearby Mainers.

The town was settled in 1763 and is home
to the Burnham Tavern, a National Historic
Site carefully maintained by members of the
Hannah Weston Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution. In 1775, Machias
was the site of the first naval battle of the
American Revolution. Author James Fenimore
Cooper described the infamous battle and the
capture of the English schooner HMS
Margaretta in his History Of The Navy Of The
United States Of America, as “the Lexington
of the seas, for like that celebrated land con-
flict, it was a rising of the people against a
regular force, was characterized by a long
chase, a bloody struggle, and a triumph.”

The residents of Machias embody the val-
ues of the hardworking people of Maine, and
they may take great pride in the rich heritage
they have created over the past 250 years. It
is an honor and a privilege to represent the
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people of Machias in Congress, and | am
pleased to have this opportunity to help the
town celebrate its 250th anniversary.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the people of Machias and wishing them
well on this joyous occasion.

——————

FEDERAL AGRICULTURE REFORM
AND RISK MANAGEMENT ACT OF
2013

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 18, 2013

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1947) to provide
for the reform and continuation of agricul-
tural and other programs of the Department
of Agriculture through fiscal year 2018, and
for other purposes:

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Chair, | rise to
speak in support of Jackson Lee Amendment
#94, which will be in the en bloc for H.R.
1947, the “Federal Agriculture Reform and
Risk Management Act of 2013.” My thanks to
Agriculture Committee Chair Frank D. Lucas
and Ranking Member Collin C. Peterson for
including the Jackson Lee Amendment in the
en block.

| appreciate the work of Rules Committee
Chair and Rules Committee members Con-
gressman McGovern for managing the debate
on amendments to H.R. 1947.

| offered amendments to H.R. 1947 for de-
liberation by the Rules Committee for approval
for consideration by the Full House. Only one
of my Amendments was made in order and
will be included in the en bloc for the bill.

Jackson Lee #94 will be included in the en
block and is a sense of Congress that the
Federal Government should increase business
opportunities for small businesses, black farm-
ers, women and minority businesses.

Small farm businesses, black farmers,
women and minority agriculture related busi-
nesses could benefit from partnerships with
federal office location in receiving support for
farmers markets. This would assist with elimi-
nating food deserts, which are urban neighbor-
hoods and rural towns without easy access to
fresh, healthy and affordable food. These
communities may have no food access or are
served only by fast food restaurants and con-
venience stores.

Other Amendments, | request that the Rules
Committee  favorably  consider included
Amendment #1, the McGovern Amendment,
which was joined by over 80 members of the
House. This important amendment would have
restored $20.5 billion in cuts in SNAP funding
by offsetting the Farm Risk Management Elec-
tion Program and the Supplemental Coverage
Option.

Jackson Lee Amendments not included in
the Rule for the bill include:

Jackson Lee Amendment #182 was a sense
of Congress that the Federal Government
should increase financial support provided to
urban community gardens and victory gardens
to heighten awareness of nutrition.

The knowledge shared with urban dwellers
can have a long term benefit to the health of
our nation by increasing awareness regarding
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the link between what we each and health.
This would also be a means of expanding the
diet options for persons who live in areas
where the cost of fresh fruits and vegetables
can be prohibitive.

Jackson Lee #183 is a sense of the Con-
gress regarding funding for nutrition program
for disabled and older Americans. Accessible
and affordable nutrition is especially important
when dietary needs change or must accom-
modate life’s changes. Older Americans and
persons with disabilities often must live with
restricted diets.

Jackson Lee Amendment #184 was a sense
of the Congress that encourages food items
being provided pursuant to the Federal school
breakfast and school lunch program should be
selected so as to reduce the incidence of juve-
nile obesity and to maximize nutritional value.

This amendment passed the House by a
substantial margin in the 110th Congress by a
recorded vote of 422 to 3. The inclusion of this
amendment in the Rule for 1947 would affirm
Congressional commitment to fight juvenile
obesity and to maximize nutritional value. The
amendment should have been made in order
considering the epidemic of juvenile and adult
obesity.

Finally, | sought support by the Rules Com-
mittee of an Amendment offered by
Congresspersons Kildee, Fudge, Peters, Tim
Ryan and Jackson Lee Amendment #53.

This amendment was not included in the
final Rule for the bill. This amendment would
have brought healthy food to those with limited
access to fresh fruits and vegetables through
a public-private partnership. It would increase
funding for SNAP incentive programs for fresh
fruits and vegetables by $5 million per year,
which is offset by decreasing the adjusted
gross income limit for certain Title and Title I
programs.

Food is not an option—it is a right that all
people living in this nation must have to exist
and to prosper. The $20.5 billion cuts in the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
also known as SNAP would remove 2 million
Americans from this important food assistance
program, and 210,000 children would lose ac-
cess to free or reduced priced school meals.

The course of our nation’s history led to
changes in our economy first from agricultural,
to industrial and now technological. These
economic changes impacted the availability
and affordability of food. Today our nation is
still one of the wealthiest in the world, but we
now have food deserts. A food desert is a
place where access to food may not be avail-
able and certainly access to health sustaining
food is not available.

The US Department of Agriculture defines a
food desert as a “low-access community,”
where at least 500 people and/or at least 33
percent of the census tract's population live
more than one mile from a supermarket or
large grocery store. The USDA defines a food
desert for rural communities as a census tract
where the distance to a grocery store is more
than 10 miles.

Food deserts exist in rural and urban areas
and are spreading as a result fewer farms as
well as fewer places to access fresh fruits,
vegetables, proteins, and other foods as well
as a poor economy.

The result of food deserts are increases in
malnutrition and other health disparities that
impact minority and low income communities
in rural and urban areas. Health disparities
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occur because of a lack of access to critical
food groups that provide nutrients that support
normal metabolic functions.

Poor metabolic function leads to malnutrition
that causes breakdown in tissue. For example,
a lack of protein in a diet leads to disease and
decay of teeth and bones. Another example of
health disparities in food deserts are the pres-
ence of fast food establishments instead of
grocery stores. If someone only consumes en-
ergy dense foods like fast foods this will lead
to clogged arteries, which is a precursor for
arterial disease a leading cause of heart dis-
ease. A person eating a constant diet of fast
foods are also vulnerable to higher risks of in-
sulin resistance which results in diabetes.

In Harris County, Texas, 149 out of 920
households or 20 percent of residents do not
have automobiles and live more than one-half
mile from a grocery store.

At the beginning of the third millennium of
this nation’s existence we should know better.
Denying a higher quality of life that would re-
sult from better access to healthier food
choices is shortsighted—it is also economi-
cally unsound and threatens our national se-
curity.

Social stability is threatened when people’s
basic needs are not met—food, clean drinking
water and breathable air or the least of the re-
quirements for life. Denying access to suffi-
cient amounts of the right kinds of food means
people will become less productive, more
prone to disease and will not be able to func-
tion as contributing members of a society.

For one in six Americans hunger is real and
far too many people assume that the problem
of hunger is isolated. One in six men, women
or children you see every day may not know
where their next meal is coming from or may
have missed one or two meals yesterday.

Hunger is silent—most victims of hunger are
ashamed and will not ask for help, they work
to hide their situation from everyone. Hunger
is persistent and impacts millions of people
who struggle to find enough to eat. Food inse-
curity causes parents to skip meals so that
their children can eat.

In Harris County, Texas, 149 out of 920
households or 20 percent of residents do not
have automobiles and live more than one-half
mile from a grocery store.

For one in six Americans hunger is real and
far too many people assume that the problem
of hunger is isolated. One in six men, women
or children you see every day may not know
where their next meal is coming from or may
have missed one or two meals yesterday.

In 2009-2010 the Houston, Sugar Land and
Baytown area had 27.6 percent of households
with children experiencing food hardship. In
households without children food hardship was
experienced by 16.5. Houston, Sugar Land
and Baytown rank 22 among the areas sur-
veyed.

In 2011, according to Feeding America: 46.2
million people were in poverty, 9.5 million fam-
ilies were in poverty, 26.5 million of people
ages 18-64 were in poverty. 16.1 million chil-
dren under the age of 18 were in poverty. 3.6
million (9.0 percent) seniors 65 and older were
in poverty.

In the State of Texas: 34% of children live
in poverty in Texas. 21% of adults (19-64) live
in poverty in Texas. 17% of elderly live in pov-
erty in Texas.

In my city of Houston Texas the U.S. cen-
sus reports that over the last 12 months
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442,881
level.

In 2011: 50.1 million Americans lived in food
insecure households, 33.5 million adults and
16.7 million children. Households with children
reported food insecurity at a significantly high-
er rate than those without children, 20.6 per-
cent compared to 12.2 percent.

Eighteen percent of households in the state
of Texas from 2009 through 2011 ranked sec-
ond in the highest rate of food insecurity—only
the state of Mississippi exceed the ratio of
households struggling with hunger.

In the 18th Congressional District an esti-
mated 151,741 families lived in poverty.

There are charitable organizations that
many of us contribute to that provide food as-
sistance to people in need, but their resources
would not be able to fill the gap created by a
$20.5 billion dollar cut to Federal food assist-
ance programs.

Food banks and pantry’s fill an important
role by helping the working poor, disabled and
the poor gain access to food assistance when
government subsidized food assistance or
budgets fall short of basic needs. Food pan-
tries also help when an unforeseen cir-
cumstance occurs and more food is needed
for a family to make it until payday or govern-
ment assistance arrives. However, food pan-
tries cannot carry the full burden of a commu-
nities’ need for food on their own.

During these difficult economic times, peo-
ple who once gave to food pantries may now
seek donations from them. Millions of low in-
come persons and families receive food as-
sistance through SNAP. This program rep-
resents the nation’s largest program that com-
bats domestic hunger.

For more than 40 years, SNAP has offered
nutrition assistance to millions of low income
individuals and families. Today, the SNAP pro-
gram serves over 46 million people each
month.

incomes were below the poverty

SNAP STATISTICS

Households with children receive about 75
percent of all food stamp benefits.

23 percent of households include a disabled
person and 18 percent of households include
an elderly person.

The FSP increases household food spend-
ing, and the increase is greater than what
would occur with an equal benefit in cash.

Every $5 in new food stamp benefits gen-
erates almost twice as much ($9.20) in total
community spending.

The economics of SNAP food support pro-
grams benefit everyone by preventing new
food deserts from developing. The impact of
SNAP funds coming into local and neighbor-
hood grocery stores is more profitable super-
markets. SNAP funds going into local food
economies also make the cost of food for ev-
eryone less expensive and assure a variety
and abundance of food selections found in
grocery stores.

SNAP is the largest program in the Amer-
ican domestic hunger safety net. The Food
and Nutrition Service programs supported by
SNAP work with State agencies, nutrition edu-
cators, and neighborhood as well as faith-
based organizations to assist those eligible for
nutrition assistance. Food and Nutrition Serv-
ice programs also work with State partners
and the retail community to improve program
administration and work to ensure the pro-
gram’s integrity.

Yes, more can be done to assure that food
distribution from the fields to the tables of
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Americans in most need can be improved. To
begin the process of improving our nations
ability to be more efficient and effective in
meeting the food needs of citizens must begin
with understanding the problem and acting on
facts. | strongly support hearings on the sub-
ject and encourage all oversight committees to
consider taking up the matter during this Con-
gress.

However, we cannot ignore the safety proc-
ess in place to prevent abuse or misuse of the
program. The Federal SNAP law provides two
basic pathways for financial eligibility to the
program: (1) meeting federal eligibility require-
ments, or (2) being automatically or “categori-
cally” eligible for SNAP based on being eligi-
ble for or receiving benefits from other speci-
fied low-income assistance programs. Cat-
egorical eligibility eliminated the requirement
that households who already met financial eli-
gibility rules in one specified low-income pro-
gram go through another financial eligibility
determination in SNAP.

However, since the 1996 welfare reform
law, states have been able to expand categor-
ical eligibility beyond its traditional bounds.
That law created TANF to replace the Aid to
Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) pro-
gram, which was a traditional cash assistance
program. TANF is a broad-purpose block grant
that finances a wide range of social and
human services.

TANF gives states flexibility in meeting its
goals, resulting in a wide variation of benefits
and services offered among the states. SNAP
allows states to convey categorical eligibility
based on receipt of a TANF “benefit,” not just
TANF cash welfare. This provides states with
the ability to convey categorical eligibility
based on a wide range of benefits and serv-
ices. TANF benefits other than cash assist-
ance typically are available to a broader range
of households and at higher levels of income
than are TANF cash assistance benefits.

Congress cannot afford to forget that by the
year 2050, the world population is expected to
be 9 billion persons. We cannot build our na-
tion’s food security on an uncertain future. Do-
mestic food production and access to healthy
nutritious food is essential to our nation’s long
term national security.

Until we see the final farm bill, including the
amendment adopted by the Full House, | can-
not offer my support for the legislation as it is
written.

The bill is too shortsighted about the reali-
ties of hunger in our nation—the fact that it
proposes to cut $20.5 billion from the SNAP
program is of great concern. We should work
to create certainty for farmers who run high
risk businesses that are vulnerable to weather
changes, insects or blight.

We should be equally concerned about pro-
viding long term food security for all of our na-
tion’s citizens, which include rural, suburban
and urban dwellers.

My colleagues on both sides of the isle
should have supported the McGovern Amend-
ment to prevent the $20.5 billion in cuts to the
SNAP program. Food is not an option—and
people who need help from their government
should not be treated like they committed a
crime.

My support for this bill will be greatly influ-
enced by the decisions made this week in the
House and the willingness of members of
good will to work to fix what is wrong with how
we treat the working poor, disabled, which in-
clude veterans, and the elderly. Otherwise |
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will not vote for this bill. Today | did not vote
for this billl

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $16,738,642,755,073.31. We've
added $6,111,765,706,160.23 to our debt in 4
and a half years. This is $6 trillion in debt our
nation, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2013

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for
votes on Monday, June 17. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rollcall
vote 245, “yea” on rollcall vote 246, and “yea”
on rollcall vote 247.

| was also inadvertently absent for the fol-
lowing votes. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on rollcall vote 256, and
“yea” on rollcall vote 259.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF TERRY BUT-

TON’S APPOINTMENT TO THE
NATIONAL FREIGHT ADVISORY
COUNCIL

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2013

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Terry Button, a resident of Rushville,
New York and the 23rd Congressional district
that | am proud to represent. Terry is an
owner-operator truck driver who has spent
decades in the trucking industry; he personally
understands the challenges facing the freight
and trucking industry present in America
today.

Terry is the owner of a one-truck operation
and deals firsthand as the broker, shipper, and
receiver of all of the loads he moves. He is a
hay farmer who has spent years involved in
the selling and shipment of agricultural goods
and his combined knowledge of farming and
trucking places him in a very specialized field
of experienced individuals. Terry sits on the
Board of Directors of the Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers Association, an organiza-
tion dedicated to upholding the rights and
operational standards of truck drivers. In that
capacity his knowledge of the trucking industry
makes him an invaluable resource for map-
ping out the future of freight movement.

Recently, Terry was selected by the Sec-
retary of Transportation to be a member of the
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National Freight Advisory Council (NFAC). The
NFAC was established to ensure that all
stakeholders in the freight industry would have
a voice in shaping freight policy for the 21st
century. | applaud the Secretary for selecting
an established and successful businessman
like Terry for this important role and further ac-
knowledge the important position he will play
as a member of the NFAC.

| am honored to congratulate Terry on his
recent selection to be a member of this impor-
tant panel and look forward to working with
both Terry and the Department of Transpor-
tation as we move forward establishing freight
movement policy for the coming years. Terry’s
knowledge of the freight industry will prove to
be a powerful and insightful tool for policy-
makers and | am proud to officially recognize
him here today.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF BISHOP L.D.
SKINNER, SR. AND LADY RUTH
SKINNER)

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2013

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Bishop L.D. Skinner, Sr.
and Lady Ruth Skinner who will celebrate 20
years as Founders, Leaders, and Servants of
the Bread of Life Christian Center and Explo-
sion Ministries Fellowship Association of
Churches. They will be honored at a Leader-
ship Appreciation Banquet on Friday, June 21,
2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the Columbus Conven-
tion and Trade Center in Columbus, Georgia.

Bishop Skinner was born in Elizabeth City,
North Carolina, to the late Richard and Alethia
Skinner. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in Bib-
lical Studies, a Master of Arts in Theology and
a Doctor of Theology in Biblical Studies, all
from North Carolina College of Theology.

The Founder and Senior Pastor of Bread of
Life Christian Center, Bishop Skinner is also
the Founder and Presiding Prelate of Explo-
sion Ministries Fellowship Association of
Churches (EMFAC), a fellowship of inter-
denominational ministers, pastors and bishops
who look to Bishop Skinner for instruction,
covering and counsel. Bishop Skinner has
several “Timothys,” ministerial students that
he has trained, now actively pastoring. In addi-
tion, Bishop Skinner has served in various
other ministerial and civic capacities, including
Vice President of the Columbus Interdenomi-
national Ministerial Alliance and Vice President
of the Columbus NAACP. He is the author of
three books, Overcoming Grasshopper Men-
tality: How to Whip Negative Thinking in Elev-
en Easy Steps, Prayer: An Awesome Weapon,
and Encounters with God: My Life, My Story,
Ailfor His Glory, as well as several manuals on
leadership, marriage and finances.

The daughter of the late Deacon Charles
McDaniel and Elder Jessie Pearl McDaniel,
Lady Ruth Skinner is the First Lady of the
Bread of Life Christian Center and the Na-
tional First Lady for EMFAC, both roles that
allow her to serve as a matriarch and nurturer
to men and women at large. She also per-
forms the role of Ruling Elder and President of
the Women’s Department at Bread of Life. In
addition, she has served as Adult Choir Presi-
dent and Minister of Music, among other ca-
pacities within the church.
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Bread of Life Christian Center was estab-
lished in 1984 with an initial group of twenty
souls meeting in the basement of Bishop Skin-
ners home. In the intervening years, the con-
gregation moved several times, outgrowing
each facility, untii May of 1996, when they
moved into their current home, a $1.2 million
facility with a 600-seat sanctuary and 30
classrooms to house an ever-growing con-
gregation.

Bishop and Lady Skinner are a dynamic
force of life, spirit and faith. Bishop Skinner’s
understanding, compassion, and kindness
have made him a guiding light within the com-
munity. Lady Skinner, a woman of striking
conviction, unconditional sincerity and impec-
cable integrity, is looked to by the congrega-
tion for nurture and example. Just like fruit
trees are often planted in pairs so as to
produce more fruit, God planted the lives of
Bishop and Lady Skinner together so they
could bring the fruit of the Word to more of His
children to satiate and sustain them through-
out the journey of life.

Bishop Skinner and his lovely wife, Lady
Skinner, have together cultivated a large fam-
ily of dedicated and faithful Christ followers.
They also have raised a beautiful family of
their own—three sons, Elder Darnel Skinner,
Jr., Darrell L. Skinner, Darius L. Skinner and
eight grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to Bishop L.D. Skinner and
his wife, Lady Ruth Skinner for their many,
many outstanding years of Pastoral Ministry.
They have transformed the lives of countless
people and their leadership has inspired many
others to also help lead the way to eternal life.

——————

FEDERAL AGRICULTURE REFORM
AND RISK MANAGEMENT ACT OF
2013

SPEECH OF

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 18, 2013

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1947) to provide
for the reform and continuation of agricul-
tural and other programs of the Department
of Agriculture through fiscal year 2018, and
for other purposes:

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Chair, the fail-
ure by the House to pass the Farm Bill is the
right outcome for a proposal that would have
slashed nutrition for poor families and refused
reforms to provide more benefits to most farm-
ers and ranchers while it protected the largest
agribusiness interests.

The authors of the bill refused to address
the abuses in crop insurance, far greater than
in food stamps which they so disdained, ex-
tended direct payments for cotton, and at-
tacked conservation programs. The irony
should not be lost on the public: the bill lav-
ished extra payments on those who need it
the least, hurt poor Americans who need the
most assistance, and shortchanged typical Or-
egon farmers and ranchers who deserve bet-
ter.

| hope that this debacle leads to legislation
that is fairer to the taxpayer, does not cut sup-
port for hungry men, women, and children
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