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government known today as the Ho-Chunk 
Nation. 

Known as ‘‘People of the Big Voice,’’ or 
‘‘People of the Sacred Language,’’ the Ho- 
Chunk Nation are a people rich with culture 
and a resolute spirit. It is with great pride that 
I rise today to recognize them for 50 years of 
self-governance and thank them for their con-
tributions to communities in Wisconsin and be-
yond. 

f 

JACK ‘‘YOGI’’ BACHTELL, 
MILLERSBURG FIRE COMPANY 
NO. 1 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Jack ‘‘Yogi’’ Bachtell of Millersburg Fire Com-
pany No. 1 in Millersburg, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Bachtell has been a dedicated member 
of the Millersburg Fire Company since 1972. 
In addition to his role as a firefighter and driv-
er, he held the positions of Assistant Chief 
and Head Trustee, a post in which he was re-
sponsible for all fire company property. 
Throughout his time with the organization, he 
has played a crucial role in protecting the 
community from the devastation of fire and 
other disastrous events. 

Mr. Bachtell’s service and dedication to the 
safety of others extends beyond his time work-
ing for Millersburg Fire Company No. 1. He 
served in the Army from 1966 to 1972, deploy-
ing for two tours in Vietnam. His first tour was 
extended by twelve months and his second 
was extended by six months. Although he was 
prepared to return to Vietnam to serve our 
country for a third tour, Mr. Bachtell was dis-
charged in 1972 due to the Army force reduc-
tion after the war. His unwavering devotion 
and bravery to defend our freedom is truly ad-
mirable. 

Mr. Speaker, for his service and commit-
ment to protect both the people of Millersburg 
and the citizens of the United States, I com-
mend Jack ‘‘Yogi’’ Bachtell. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF JUSTICE FRANK A. SEDITA, JR. 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the remarkable life and legacy of retired 
New York State Supreme Court Justice Frank 
A. Sedita, Jr., who passed away on June 16, 
2013, at the age of 78. 

Judge Sedita was a key member of a long– 
respected local political family in my home-
town of Buffalo, New York. He was the son of 
the late three-term Buffalo Mayor Frank A. 
Sedita and was the father of Erie County’s 
current District Attorney, Frank A. Sedita III. 

He started off as an impressive student, 
graduating summa cum laude from Canisius 
College, and subsequently earned his law de-
gree from the University at Buffalo, gaining ad-
mission to the bar in 1961. 

Judge Sedita’s dedication and work ethic 
led to great professional success, as he start-

ed in private practice, working in trial and fam-
ily law until 1968, when he achieved a 99 on 
a civil service test and was named an assist-
ant city corporation counsel. From 1970–76, 
he served as senior deputy corporation coun-
sel. 

While in the midst of a stint as an Erie 
County Family Court judge, Mr. Sedita ran un-
opposed for the position of Buffalo Chief City 
Court judge. Unafraid to tackle a tough job, 
Judge Sedita named himself a Housing Court 
judge in 1992, when no one else wanted to 
take the position, and received praise for his 
no-nonsense tack with slumlords, cracking 
down with a record number of fines and jailing 
many. He quickly became known as ‘‘Max-
imum Frank.’’ Following his service as the 
city’s top jurist, he was elected to serve as a 
Justice of the New York State Supreme Court. 

On several occasions, the Western New 
York community recognized the great work of 
Judge Sedita as he was named the recipient 
of many awards for his successes in Housing 
Court, including the Buffalo News Outstanding 
Citizen award in 1992, the Buffalo Urban 
League Stewardship Award in 1993, and the 
West Side Business Association’s Citizen of 
the Year Award, in 1994. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me and with 
Members of the House to express our deepest 
condolences to the family of the late Judge 
Frank A. Sedita, Jr., and join with me in recog-
nizing the many good works he performed 
during his long and full career and life. 
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TRIBUTE TO ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
DIBACCO 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the distinguished military career of 
United States Navy World War II Veteran Ser-
geant Abraham Lincoln DiBacco along with his 
two brothers Albert and Vincent DiBacco who 
are also WWII U.S. Army Veterans. Sergeant 
DiBacco’s service was one of respect and 
dedication; to which the people of West Vir-
ginia and the United States of America owe a 
tremendous debt of gratitude. 

Abraham DiBacco began serving his country 
in 1941 when he enlisted in the United States 
Navy. He honorably served on the USS 
George Clymer, the first United States Navy 
Attack Transport to participate in World War II, 
and embarked on his tour of service. He was 
stationed in the both the Europe–Africa–Mid-
dle East Campaign and the Asiatic–Pacific 
Campaign. He proudly sailed alongside the 
USS Missouri when General Douglas Mac-
Arthur arrived in Tokyo Bay to sign the Formal 
Surrender of Japan in September 1945. An-
other instance of merit was his participation in 
preparations to land in Japan to backup the 
Enola Gay as it dropped its pay load on Hiro-
shima. From the ship they witnessed and felt 
the intense heat of the atomic bomb. 

Sergeant DiBacco has received a host of 
awards and decorations throughout his to our 
nation, including the European–African–Middle 
Eastern Campaign Medal with Bronze Star, 
The Asiatic–Pacific Campaign Medal with Sil-
ver and Bronze Stars, a Navy Presidential Unit 
Citation * American Campaign Medal, the Phil-

ippine Liberation Ribbon with Bronze Star, and 
a Philippine Presidential Unit Citation. 

Sergeant DiBacco lives in Martinsburg, WV 
with his wife, Ellen. Together they have been 
married for 65 years and have adopted two 
children. Today he continues to honor his fel-
low Veterans by creating floral baskets, with 
his fellow Veteran and friend Fran Erwin, and 
distributing them to Veterans across West Vir-
ginia, Ohio, and Virginia. Abraham DiBacco’s 
life-long dedication to serving his country and 
his community is an example we should all fol-
low. 
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ACKNOWLEDGING THE ADVOCACY 
OF THE PANCREATIC CANCER 
ACTION NETWORK 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my pleasure to take this opportunity to recog-
nize and thank Central Floridians Amy Di 
Bella, Taylor Kennedy, Thuy Phan, and Rose 
Quinlan from the Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network for taking the time to meet with me 
this week to share their families’ struggles with 
pancreatic cancer. The Pancreatic Cancer Ac-
tion Network is a nationwide network of people 
dedicated to working together to advance re-
search, advocate for a cure, support patients, 
and create hope for those affected by pan-
creatic cancer. 

Pancreatic cancer is one of the most deadly 
forms of cancer, with only a six percent five– 
year survival rate. As the fourth leading cause 
of death from cancer for both men and women 
in the United States, pancreatic cancer is also 
the tenth most commonly diagnosed cancer in 
men and the ninth most commonly diagnosed 
cancer in women. While the overall cancer in-
cidence and death rates are declining, the 
number of Americans who are diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer is increasing. Sadly, there 
are currently no curative treatments for pan-
creatic cancer. 

Investing in groundbreaking cancer research 
is about improving the lives of loved ones af-
flicted with the disease, and about fostering a 
healthier future for our sons and daughters. 
On behalf of the citizens of Central Florida, it 
is an honor to stand alongside the medical 
community in the fight against cancer. The 
continuous support of medical research initia-
tives are imperative to both advancing new 
treatments that improve the lives of patients 
afflicted with cancer and bringing our nation 
closer to finding a cure. I thank the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network for their tireless advo-
cacy to end pancreatic cancer. 
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HONORING CARLENE MAKAWSKI 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Carlene Makawski 
of Saint Joseph, Missouri. Carlene is active in 
the community and has been chosen to re-
ceive the YWCA Women of Excellence Life-
time Achievement Award. 
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Carlene is described as an enthusiastic and 

inspirational volunteer whose commitment and 
enthusiasm never waiver. Carlene has pro-
vided a lifetime of service and contributions to 
a great variety of organizations and initiatives 
throughout her life. Carlene is a Life Member 
and Board Vice President for the Girl Scouts. 
She has over 50 years of service to the PEO 
Sisterhood. Over the course of 20 years she 
has served as both Treasurer and President 
for the Heartland Health Auxiliary. 

Carlene served as a two term President of 
the YWCA, overseeing construction of the 
Aquatic Center. She has worked with United 
Way, the American Red Cross and March of 
Dimes. She has dedicated over two decades 
volunteering at the Open Door Food Kitchen 
where she has done everything from scrub-
bing pots and pans to serving on its board of 
directors. One Carlene’s most beloved volun-
teer position comes from the many roles that 
she fills at the Pony Express National Museum 
where she has once again done everything 
from tour guide to serving as the Great Pump-
kin. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
recognizing Carlene Makawski. She has made 
an amazing impact on countless individuals 
and remains as a blessing to everyone in the 
St. Joseph community. I am honored to rep-
resent her in the United States Congress. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE MAKING 
WORK AND MARRIAGE PAY ACT 

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, today, along with 
Rep. NIKI TSONGAS of Massachusetts, I am in-
troducing the Making Work and Marriage Pay 
Act of 2013. This legislation will establish a bi-
partisan commission to study the negative im-
pact that high effective marginal rates can 
have on families as they attempt to improve 
their circumstances through work or marriage. 
The National Commission on Effective Mar-
ginal Tax Rates for Low-Income Families 
would provide an important opportunity for re-
moving the disincentives that hold many back, 
in spite of their personal efforts to get ahead. 

Federal and state governments provide fi-
nancial assistance to low-income families 
through many means-tested programs and a 
variety of income tax credits. Each of these 
benefits is income-based, and as income rises 
benefits are reduced through phase-outs. 
These reductions occur at various earnings 
levels and on differing schedules. 

While it is appropriate for benefits to be 
withdrawn as family income increases, not 
enough thought has been given to the com-
bined impact on behavior of these multiple 
phase-outs. Different programs are created 
within separate Congressional committees and 
are implemented by assorted federal and state 
agencies. No one entity has the authority to 
consider our vast system as a whole. The 
Commission established under this Act would 
be given this task and charged with the re-
sponsibility to propose a legislative package to 
remove the disincentives to work and marriage 
that these high effective marginal rates im-
pose. 

Marginal rates matter. Economists have 
long contended that high tax rates affect the 

investment decisions of affluent individuals. 
People at all income levels, however, respond 
rationally to economic incentives and disincen-
tives. If we want people to work their way into 
the middle class, we need to change a system 
which says that if you’re poor and you struggle 
to earn a higher income, you won’t be able to 
keep enough of it to make it all seem really 
worthwhile. 

I have looked at the impact these marginal 
rates have on a typical single mother with two 
children living in Wisconsin. From $17,000 to 
$40,000 in earnings, this single parent would 
experience combined effective marginal tax 
rates in excess of 50 percent—averaging 59 
percent between $24,000 and $41,000. At 
lower income levels, she even approaches a 
rate of 100 percent. Putting this into perspec-
tive, the U.S. corporate tax rate is 35 percent 
(the highest in the industrialized world). The 
top U.S. income tax rate for individuals is 39.6 
percent. 

Thus, for every dollar of new income earned 
by increased effort or the acquisition of new 
skills, this single mother finds herself only in-
crementally ahead and, perhaps, wondering 
whether her hard work is being justly re-
warded. Despite the good intentions, these 
programs, in effect, offer no incentive to get 
ahead. Rather, the incentives are backwards 
and low-income workers often are encouraged 
to stay where they are. 

The same dynamic can also affect an indi-
vidual’s decision whether to marry. Experts 
from across the political divide agree that mar-
riage is good. Government policy, however, as 
enacted in this assortment of programs and 
phase-outs actually discourages marriage 
among low-income couples. 

Varying benefit levels across the fifty states 
produce different results, but in Wisconsin, for 
a married couple with two children, the mar-
riage penalty starts rising from about zero at 
$19,000 of combined income to $7,000 in 
after-tax income at $28,000 of combined earn-
ings, which is what you get if two people earn 
minimum wage. At $42,000, the cost of being 
married reaches $8,154. That’s a high price 
for a marriage license. 

This penalty results from the high effective 
marginal tax rates produced by taxes and the 
phaseout of various benefit programs. As in-
come rises, taxes go up and benefits go 
down. The couple that has combined their 
lives and their income sees a steeper loss of 
income than does the comparable couple that 
has remained unmarried. If marriage is a rec-
ognized good for both society and for indi-
vidual couples, then government policy should 
not stand in the way of people choosing to 
marry. 

It’s time that Congress rationalizes this web 
of programs to ensure that hard work brings 
rewards by removing the punishingly high ef-
fective marginal tax rates faced by low-income 
individuals and families. 

This is why I am introducing the Making 
Work and Marriage Pay Act. 

My bill would authorize a Commission made 
up of Cabinet Secretaries, Governors, and 
recognized policy experts to recommend solu-
tions for the problems posed by these high ef-
fective marginal tax rates. The Commission 
would be constructed to achieve partisan bal-
ance, input from states offering varying levels 
of income support, and expert participation 
from government and private sector experts. 

The Commission would be charged with 
seeking a solution along certain policy lines, 

but would have full authority to offer additional 
policy recommendations. The Commission’s 
recommendations would be in the form of a 
legislative blueprint to ease consideration of its 
comprehensive solution by the wide range of 
Congressional committees. 

For too long, Congress has neglected to 
clean up the mess of uncoordinated federal 
benefit programs. The Making Work and Mar-
riage Pay Act is the first step toward a benefit 
structure that rewards work and effort and re-
flects our shared belief that marriage is the 
basis of stable communities. I urge my col-
leagues to support this important legislation. 

f 

FEDERAL AGRICULTURE REFORM 
AND RISK MANAGEMENT ACT OF 
2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DENNIS A. ROSS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 19, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1947) to provide 
for the reform and continuation of agricul-
tural and other programs of the Department 
of Agriculture through fiscal year 2018, and 
for other purposes: 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Chair, farmers work hard to 
produce the abundant food supply that our na-
tion, and much of the world, needs. However, 
they could not make it on their own. 

They owe much of their productivity to the 
equipment, practices, and inputs, including nu-
trients and crop protection products, which we 
have in the U.S. 

Sadly, terrorists who will stop at nothing to 
undermine our way of life have illegally manip-
ulated certain agricultural nutrients and chemi-
cals. 

In response, the Department of Homeland 
Security has been developing, and imple-
menting a set of security regulations to secure 
and limit access to these products, such as 
ammonium nitrate. 

The agricultural community understands this 
and understands the need to be vigilant to en-
sure that we not only have the most produc-
tive agriculture industry in the world—but also 
the safest. 

Ammonium nitrate is used as a fertilizer on 
crops and pastures, especially in warm, moist 
climates like Florida. It is incredibly important 
to the many citrus growers in my district. 

I think all of us want to see effective and 
prudent regulations implemented; however, we 
also do not want to interfere with legitimate 
access to the nutrients needed by the farmer 
during the growing season. 

The amendment I am offering with my good 
friend from Florida, Mr. ROONEY, would simply 
ask that the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
participate fully and at senior levels in the de-
velopment of any security regulations regard-
ing a variety of agricultural chemicals devel-
oped by DHS, or any other agency. 

Once again, I want to thank the Chair and 
Ranking Member for their work on this legisla-
tion, and encourage my colleagues to join me 
in passing this important amendment. 
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