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Since its enactment in 2000, the Coral Reef
Conservation Act has stimulated a greater
commitment to protect, conserve, and restore
coral reef resources within jurisdictional waters
of the United States. As a result, we now have
a much better grasp of the condition of our
coral reefs, and more focused management
capability than at any time in our history. The
Coral Reef Conservation Act Reauthorization
and Enhancement Amendments of 2013 ex-
pands emergency response mechanisms, es-
tablishes a new community-based planning
grants program, promotes international co-
operation, and recognizes the important con-
tributions of the U.S. Department of the Inte-
rior in coral reef management and conserva-
tion efforts. The bill does not authorize any
new funding.

This bill would also codify the United States
Coral Reef Task Force established in 1998 by
President Clinton through Executive Order
13089. The work of the Task Force and its
mission to coordinate the efforts of the United
States in promoting conservation and the sus-
tainable use of coral reefs internationally is
vital to our interests. Since 1998, the Task
Force has acted to facilitate and support better
management and conservation of coral reef
resources at the local level. Many beneficial
efforts, such as the development and imple-
mentation of local action strategies to address
threats to our reefs, are underway thanks to
the work of the Task Force and its member
agencies.

| would like to thank Reps. PIERLUISI, FARR,
CHRISTENSEN, and WASSERMAN SCHULTZ for
joining me as original cosponsors and | look
forward to working with my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to advance this legislation to
enhance our capacity for the conservation and
restoration of healthy and diverse coral reef
ecosystems.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 3, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 3,
2009, the day | took office, the national debt
was $10,627,961,295,930.67.

Today, it is $16,432,705,914,255.48. We've
added $5,804,744,618,324.81 to our debt in 4
years. This is a $5.8 trillion in debt our nation,
our economy, and our children could have
avoided with a Balanced Budget Amendment.
| have advocated for a Balanced Budget
Amendment since | was sworn in for this very
reason.

| will be once more forming the Balanced
Budget Amendment Caucus to fight for a re-
turn to fiscal responsibility. We must stop this
unconscionable accumulation of debt.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE HEALTH
INSURANCE INDUSTRY  ANTI-
TRUST ENFORCEMENT ACT OF
2013

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 3, 2013

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today | am
pleased to introduce the Health Insurance In-
dustry Antitrust Enforcement Act of 2013.

This bill would level the playing field be-
tween health care professionals and insurance
companies in the health care industry and im-
prove the quality of patient care. The Health
Insurance Industry Antitrust Enforcement Act
of 2013 would eliminate the antitrust immunity
provided under the McCarran-Ferguson Act for
price fixing, bid rigging, and market allocation
by health insurance issuers or medical mal-
practice insurers. The bill would also repeal
the McCarran-Ferguson exemption for the
business of health insurance and enable en-
forcement by the Federal Trade Commission.

The purpose of this bill is to extend antitrust
enforcement over health insurers and medical
malpractice insurance issuers, which currently
enjoy broad antitrust immunity under the
McCarran-Ferguson Act. This immunity can
serve as a shield for activities that might oth-
erwise violate federal law.

This bill will end the mistake Congress
made in 1945 when it added an antitrust ex-
emption for insurance companies into the
McCarran-Ferguson Act. The blanket antitrust
exemption created by the 1945 bill has shield-
ed health insurance companies from legal ac-
countability for decades. Our nation’s antitrust
laws exist to protect free-market competition
and this bill will restore competition to the
health insurance marketplace.

The House Judiciary Committee held exten-
sive hearings on the effects of the insurance
industry’s antitrust exemption throughout the
1980s and early 1990s. It became clear that
the exemption was not needed to enable the
insurance industry to provide any service to
their policyholders, and that policyholders and
the economy in general would benefit from in-
creased competition among insurance pro-
viders.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill be-
cause it would prohibit price fixing, bid rigging,
and market allocation, pernicious practices
that are detrimental to competition and result
in fewer options and higher prices for con-
sumers.

The bill | introduce today is intended to root
out unlawful activity in an industry that has
grown complacent by decades of protection
from antitrust oversight. In doing so, we aim to
make health insurance more affordable to
more Americans.

————

THE 2ND ANNUAL DR. MARTIN LU-
THER KING JR. MEMORIAL TRIB-
UTE

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 3, 2013

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to give
distinct recognition to the 2nd Annual Dr. Mar-
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tin Luther King Jr. Memorial Tribute—an event
paying tribute to men and women of diverse
social strata committed to strengthening civil
rights, corporate responsibility, civic involve-
ment, education and humanitarian efforts
through dedicated responsibilities.

Saint Louis University will honor six distin-
guished individuals at the event, with the Don-
ald Brennan Humanitarian Award bestowed
upon Dr. Karla Scott, Director of Black Studies
for the University. In addition, the Martin Lu-
ther King Civil Rights Award will recognize Ms.
Xernona Clayton, for her extraordinary com-
mitment to the advancement of the civil rights
movement.

Other awardees include Kathy Osborn, the
President and CEO of the Regional Business
Council for her civic dedication, Judge Jimmie
Edwards, founder of the Innovative Concept
Academy for bridging the academic achieve-
ment gap of African American students, and
James Buford, President and Chief Executive
Officer of the Urban League of Metropolitan
St. Louis for his leadership in service to the
community.

This year's celebrated corporate leadership
awards will honor the efforts of Thomas Voss
and Keith Williamson. Voss, the President of
Ameren Corporation, and Williamson, Senior
Vice President of Centene Corporation have
demonstrated exemplary social responsibility
to remove barriers to the success of minorities
through their business models, accomplish-
ments and corporate giving.

Mr. Speaker, the 2nd Annual Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Tribute inspires advocacy for so-
cial justice through the works, accomplish-
ments and deeds of the honored men and
women. | urge my colleagues to join me in
recognizing this event slated to be held this
January in the beautiful City of St. Louis.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE BALANCED
BUDGET CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 3, 2013

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to re-
introduce legislation that will amend the United
States Constitution to force Congress to rein
in spending by balancing the federal budget.

We have a spending addiction in Wash-
ington, DC, and it has proven to be an addic-
tion that Congress cannot control on its own
and which is bringing dire consequences. We
have gone in a few short years from a deficit
of billions of dollars to a deficit of trillions of
dollars. We are printing money at an unprece-
dented pace, which presents serious risks of
massive inflation. Our national debt recently
surpassed an astonishing $16 trillion and con-
tinues to rapidly increase, along with the
waste associated with paying the interest on
that debt.

Our first Secretary of State, Thomas Jeffer-
son, warned of the consequences of out-of-
control debt when he wrote: “To preserve [the]
independence [of the people,] we must not let
our rulers load us with perpetual debt. We
must make our election between economy and
liberty, or profusion and servitude.” Unfortu-
nately, it increasingly appears that Congress
has chosen the latter path.
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Our current Secretary of State, Hillary Clin-
ton, issued a similar warning when she re-
cently declared: “I think that our rising debt
levels[sic] poses a national security threat, and
it poses a national security threat in two ways.
It undermines our capacity to act in our own
interest, and it does constrain us where con-
straint may be undesirable. And it also sends
a message of weakness internationally.” De-
spite these warnings, Congress has refused to
address this crisis.

Congress’ spending addiction is not a par-
tisan one. It reaches across the aisle and af-
flicts both parties, which is why neither party
has been able to master it. We need outside
help. We need pressure from outside Con-
gress to force Congress to rein in this out-of-
control behavior. We need a balanced budget
amendment to our Constitution.

That is why | am introducing this legislation,
which garnered 261 bipartisan votes when it
came before the House for a vote last Con-
gress. This bill would amend the Constitution
to require that total spending for any fiscal
year not exceed total receipts and require the
President to propose budgets to Congress that
are balanced each year. It would also provide
an exception in times of war and during mili-
tary conflicts that pose imminent and serious
military threats to national security.

Furthermore, the legislation would make it
harder to increase taxes by requiring that leg-
islation to increase revenue be passed by a
true majority of each chamber and not just a
majority of those present and voting. Finally,
the bill requires a 3/5 majority vote for any in-
creases in the debt limit.

Our federal government must be lean, effi-
cient and responsible with the dollars that our
nation’s citizens worked so hard to earn. We
must work to both eliminate every cent of
waste and squeeze every cent of the value
out of each dollar our citizens entrust to us.
Families all across our nation understand what
it means to make tough decisions each day
about what they can and cannot afford and
government officials should be required to ex-
ercise similar restraint when spending the
hard-earned dollars of out nation’s citizens.

By amending the Constitution to require a
balanced budget, we can force the Congress
to control spending, paving the way for a re-
turn to surpluses and ultimately paying down
the national debt, rather than allow big spend-
ers to lead us further down the road of chronic
deficits and in doing so leave our children and
grandchildren saddled with debt that is not
their own.

This concept is not new. 49 out of 50 states
have a balanced budget requirement.

Our nation faces many difficult decisions in
the coming years, and Congress will face
great pressure to spend beyond its means
rather than to make the difficult decisions
about spending priorities. Unless Congress is
forced to make the decisions necessary to
create a balanced budget, it will always have
the all-too-tempting option of shirking this re-
sponsibility. The Balanced Budget Constitu-
tional amendment is a common sense ap-
proach to ensure that Congress is bound by
the same fiscal principles that guide America’s
families each day.

| urge support of this important legislation.
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SALUTE TO SLOVAK REPUBLIC
HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 3, 2013

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate our ally and friend, the Republic of
slovakia, on her 20th anniversary of independ-
ence.

In two brief decades, Slovakia has dramati-
cally transitioned to an independent, demo-
cratic and economically viable free nation.

As some of my colleagues may know, my
great grandparents emigrated from Slovakia to
the United States at the turn of the last cen-
tury. Like so many others, my family was
drawn to America by the promises of freedom
and opportunity. My ancestors would be proud
to see both the progress of America over that
century and the positive development of the
Slovak Republic in its 20 years of independ-
ence.

For a millennia, the Slovak people were
ruled or governed by others. After centuries of
power shifts and realignments, in 1989, the
Velvet Revolution brought down the com-
munist regime in Czechoslovakia. Democracy
came to that nation as formerly jailed dissident
and political activist Vaclav Havel was elected
to the presidency. However, the Slovak peo-
ple’s yearning for self-governance was not re-
alized until 1993.

Following the peaceful separation of the
Czech and Slovak Republics, January 1, 1993
marks the birth of the Second Slovak Repub-
lic. As fate would have it, days later | was
sworn in as a Member of the U.S. House of
Representatives. As one of the Members of
Congress with Slovak ancestry, | have been
proud to work with many who have been so
successful in strengthening U.S.-Slovak rela-
tions and to aid in the political and economic
development of the Slovak Republic.

Like any new democracy, the Slovak Re-
public has experienced some growing pains.
After President Michal Kovacs service as the
first president, my good friend and former
Kosice Mayor Rudolf Schuster was elected
president after a constitutional amendment
changed the presidency to a directly elected
position. His successor is now President Ivan
Gasparovic. | commend these and all the
other Slovak leaders who have helped fashion
a new era for their people.

Even with many difficult challenges as a
new nation, the Slovak Republic made out-
standing progress over the last 20 years, and
| am proud to have played a very small part
in its history. In 2000, Slovakia became a
member of the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development and in 2004,
joined both NATO and the European Union.
The Republic of Slovakia and its people con-
tinue to provide international leadership both
in Europe and throughout the world.

For the United States and the American
people, we are fortunate to have such a
strong ally and friend in the family of nations.
So today we salute and congratulate the Slo-
vak Republic on the special occasion of their
20th anniversary of independence. We wish
them every continued future success as they
mark this historic milestone.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Slovak Republic and look forward to
peace and prosperity for both of our countries
for decades to come.

January 3, 2013

INTRODUCTION STATEMENT; H.R.
40 THE COMMISSION TO STUDY
REPARATION PROPOSALS FOR
AFRICAN-AMERICANS ACT

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 3, 2013

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to re-introduce H.R. 40, the Commission to
Study Reparations Proposals for African-
Americans Act. Since | first introduced H.R. 40
in 1989, we have made substantial progress in
elevating this issue in the national conscious-
ness. Through legislation, state and local reso-
lutions and litigation, we are moving closer to
a full dialogue on the role of slavery in building
this country.

In the 110th Congress, the House passed a
slavery apology bill on July 29, 2008, in which
the House issued a formal apology for slavery.
The Senate followed on July 18, 2009, with
the passage of S. Con. Res. 26 which was
sponsored by Tom Harkin of lowa. In recogni-
tion of the 200th anniversary of the abolition of
the transatlantic slave trade on January 1,
1808, both the House and Senate passed leg-
islation creating a commemoration commis-
sion, which was signed into law on February
5, 2008. | believe that such Federal efforts are
significant steps toward proper acknowledg-
ment and understanding of slavery and its im-
plications, but our responsibilities on this mat-
ter are even greater.

The establishment of a commission to study
the institution of slavery in the United States,
as well as its consequences that reach into
modern day society, is our responsibility. This
concept of a commission to address historical
wrongs is not unprecedented. In fact, in recent
Congresses, commission bills have been put
forward.

In 1983, a Presidential Commission deter-
mined that the internment of Japanese Ameri-
cans during World War Il was racist and inhu-
mane, and as a result, the 1988 Civil Liberties
Act provided redress for those injured by the
internment. However, the internment of Japa-
nese Latin Americans in the United States
during World War Il was not examined by the
Commission, resulting in legislation calling for
a commission to examine this oversight. Leg-
islation establishing a commission to review
the injustices suffered by European Ameri-
cans, European Latin Americans, and Jewish
refugees during World War Il has also been
proposed.

H.R. 40 is no different than these other
commission bills. H.R. 40 establishes a com-
mission to examine the institution of slavery
and its legacy, like racial disparities in edu-
cation, housing, and healthcare. Following this
examination, the commission would rec-
ommend appropriate remedies to Congress.
As | have indicated before, remedies do not
equate to monetary compensation.

In the 110th Congress, | convened the first
Congressional hearing on H.R. 40. With wit-
nesses that included Professor Charles
Ogletree, Episcopal Bishop M. Thomas Shaw,
and Detroit City Councilwoman JoAnn Wat-
son, we began a formal dialogue on the leg-
acy of the transatlantic slave trade. This Con-
gress, | look forward to continuing this con-
versation so that our nation can better under-
stand this part of our history.
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