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courage, and selfless efforts on behalf of an-
other, served to inspire all who observed him 
and upheld the highest tradition of the United 
States Naval Services. For his action, he was 
awarded the Silver Star and Purple Heart by 
the President of the United States. 

Sergeant Weaver spent 11 months in a mili-
tary hospital for his wounds. Joseph J. McCaf-
frey, in a letter to Sergeant Weaver’s mother 
wrote, ‘‘that his action inspired his men to get 
the wounded men out of danger.’’ McCaffrey 
added, ‘‘that he literally walked into an artillery 
barrage and certain death.’’ 

Dick Weaver returned to Lees McRae and 
was graduated in 1957. He was student body 
president, Phi Beta Kappa, Best All-Around 
Student, Most Valuable Player in baseball, 
and the recipient of a prestigious Morehead 
Scholarship to the University of North Caro-
lina, from where he was graduated in 1959. 

After serving in personnel positions at Cone 
Mills, General Dynamics, and Duke University, 
Dick founded and served as president of Dick 
Weaver Associates from 1975 to 1995, and 
his company was rated by the College and 
University Personnel Association as one of the 
top three in the nation. 

Dick Weaver has been a friend of mine for 
decades. As youngsters, we competed against 
each other on the ball fields of Piedmont North 
Carolina. In all the years that I have known 
Dick, I never really knew of the heroism he 
displayed in Korea. Dick is a humble and self- 
effacing gentleman who doesn’t seek out the 
glory. I wanted to take this moment, as we 
celebrate Memorial Day 2013, to honor Dick 
Weaver and the countless others just like him 
who serve our country with dignity and distinc-
tion. 
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HONORING KAYLEIGH FAAS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 23, 2013 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great nation. They provide important insight 
into the concerns of our younger constituents 
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share these with my House col-
leagues. 

Kayleigh Faas is a sophomore at Needville 
High School in Fort Bend County, Texas. Her 
essay topic is: In your opinion, what role 
should government play in our lives? 

THE POSITIVE POWER OF GOVERNMENT 
What role should government play in our 

daily lives? In my opinion, government 
should be a structured framework for our 
education system, economy, and healthcare 
programs. In hopes of creating a ‘‘more per-
fect union’’, our founding fathers strived to 
create a fair and just system to serve Ameri-
cans. 

We depend on our government to protect 
its citizens. Government affects all human 
activity. Some of the important groups are 
consumers, workers, investors, and the envi-

ronment. The Constitution was designed to 
defend our ‘‘lives, liberties and pursuits of 
happiness’’. Only the government has the 
power to maintain these rights. 

Government itself is valuable and bene-
ficial to Americans. It is a powerful force in 
forming and maintaining a strong society. 
Citizens have different relationships with 
their government whether it be at the fed-
eral, state, or local level. In my opinion, peo-
ple should support their governmental sys-
tems and view them as an institution rather 
than an administration. We may not agree 
with elected officials on all issues, but 
should work together with them to better 
our nation. We are lucky to live in a demo-
cratic society where we have a voice and the 
right to vote for our leaders of choice. 

We should have a positive attitude towards 
our democratic government. As stated in our 
Constitution, our forefathers created our 
government in order to create a more perfect 
union and to defend and promote the welfare 
and tranquility of our citizens. These are as-
surances that most of the world’s countries 
wish they could achieve. 

Government, in my opinion, is valuable 
and beneficial to all citizens and should con-
tinue to positively affect various aspects of 
our lives on a daily basis. Our government is 
the only entity that can help us grow to-
gether as a strong and healthy nation. It pro-
vides the foundation for our economic 
growth. It also positively impacts our edu-
cation system and promotes a higher level of 
competency which results in better lives. 
Other nations look to our form of govern-
ment as a model for shaping and bettering 
their own. Our government has a vital and 
indispensable role to play in continuing to 
improve the lives of all Americans. We, as 
responsible citizens, must support our gov-
ernment system, because after all, WE have 
created it. 
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HONORING WOMEN OF INFLUENCE 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 23, 2013 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 32 
women who were recognized as New Mexico 
‘‘Women of Influence’’ for 2013. 

It is important to highlight women in our 
communities who are achieving incredible suc-
cess as local business and community lead-
ers. Albuquerque Business First partnered 
with the local business community to evaluate 
a record number of nominations for the 
Women of Influence awards. 

I understand the challenges of being a small 
business owner and overcoming hurdles that 
are all-too-common for women in a male- 
dominated culture. I appreciate and applaud 
this year’s honorees, each of whom has con-
tributed to the state of New Mexico in unique 
and exiting ways. 

New Mexico’s Women of Influence include 
CEO’s, educators, entrepreneurs, and leaders 
in financial services, government, health and 
fitness, non-profits and technology firms. 

BUSINESS SERVICES 
Virginia R. Dugan, Esquire, Atkinson & 

Kelsey, P.A.; Annette Gardiner, President, 
New Mexico Gas Company; Debra P. Hicks, 
PE/LSI, President and CEO, Pettigrew & As-
sociates, P.A.; Jennifer Hise, Vice President, 
CEMCO, Inc.; Laurie Monfiletto, Vice Presi-
dent of Human Resources, PNM Resources; 

Dorothy Stermer, Manager, Sandia National 
Laboratories; Dr. Sandra Taylor-Sawyer, Di-
rector, NM Small Business Development Cen-
ter, CEO, Dream Givers, LLC, Independent 
Associate, LegalShield. 

EDUCATION 
Barbara Bergman, Interim Dean, University 

of New Mexico School of Law; Marilyn 
Melendez Dykman, Director, University of New 
Mexico Veterans Resource Center; Dr. Viola 
E. Florez, Professor and PNM Education En-
dowed Chair, University of New Mexico Col-
lege of Education. 

ENTREPRENEUR 
Sherry M. Keeney, President/CEO, PECOS 

Management Services, Inc.; Janice J. Lucero, 
CEO/Owner, MVD Express; Susan MacLean, 
President & CEO, The Solutions Group; 
DeAnn Sena O’Connor, Creative Director, dso 
creative. 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Karen M. Bard, Wealth Management Advi-

sor, Merrill Lynch; Dohnia Dorman, MBA, VP 
of Marketing, Rio Grande Credit Union, Part- 
Time Adjunct Lecturer II, UNM; Tammy S. 
Jaramillo, Director of Administration, Burt & 
Company CPAs, LLC. 

GOVERNMENT 
Mary Ann Chavez-Lopez, Executive Direc-

tor, El Camino Real Housing Authority; Ann 
Lerner, Film Liaison, City of Albuquerque; 
Katherine Carroll Martinez, Director, Construc-
tion Industries Division/Manufactured Housing 
Division, Regulation and Licensing Depart-
ment, State of New Mexico. 

HEALTH/FITNESS 
Kristie Bair, J.D., President, Bair Medical 

Spa; Gayle Dine’Chacon, MD, Surgeon Gen-
eral, Navajo Nation, Associate Professor, 
UNM School of Medicine; E. DeAnn Eaton 
Azar, CEO, Haverland Carter Lifestyle Group; 
Kim E. Hedrick, Vice President Strategic Busi-
ness Development, University of New Mexico 
Medical Group, Inc.; Mary G. Martinez, Fran-
chise Owner/CEO, Home Instead Senior Care; 
Dawn Tschabrun, COO, Chief Nursing Officer, 
Lovelace Regional Hospital-Roswell. 

NONPROFIT 
Andrea Fisher Maril, CEO, Big Brothers Big 

Sisters of Northern New Mexico; Kathy 
Mechenbier, Founder and president of the 
board, El Ranchito de los Ninos Inc.; Carol 
Wight, CEO, New Mexico Restaurant Associa-
tion. 

TECHNOLOGY 
Marjorie M.K. Hlava, President and chair-

man, Access Innovations Inc.; Caroline Den-
nis, Cyber Security and STEM education con-
sultant; Elizabeth J. (Lisa) Kuuttila, President 
and CEO, STC.UNM. 

I congratulate these women leaders and 
thank them for their contributions to New Mex-
ico. 
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A TRIBUTE TO ACACIA SCOTT 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 23, 2013 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor Acacia Scott for being 
named a 2013 recipient of the Dorothy An-
drews Kabis Memorial Internship by the Na-
tional Federation of Republican Women. 
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The Dorthy Kabis Internship is named after 

former National Federation of Republican 
Women President who served from 1963– 
1967 before being appointed as the United 
States Treasurer by President Nixon. This Me-
morial Internship Program is a highly selective 
program that offers just three young women 
from across the nation the chance to work in 
the headquarters of this prominent women’s 
political organization in our national’s capital. 
This program is reserved for undergraduate 
college students that display a keen knowl-
edge of government and a strong interest in 
politics. 

Mr. Speaker, Acacia’s ability to be named to 
just one of three nationwide internships by the 
National Federation of Republican Women 
speaks volumes to her abilities and renowned 
Iowa work ethic. It is an honor to represent fu-
ture leaders like Acacia from the great state of 
Iowa in the United States Congress and I in-
vite my colleagues in the House to join me in 
congratulating her for receiving this prestigious 
designation. I wish her the best of luck in her 
future studies and career. 
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AUTHORIZING USE OF EMANCI-
PATION HALL FOR UNVEILING 
OF STATUE OF FREDERICK 
DOUGLASS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 21, 2013 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of S. Con. Res. 16, which au-
thorizes the use of Emancipation Hall for the 
unveiling of a statute of Frederick Douglass. It 
is fitting and proper that Emancipation Hall is 
the venue for the dedication of a memorial to 
one of this nation’s greatest abolitionists and 
orators, and one of the closest friends and ad-
visors of the Great Emancipator himself, Abra-
ham Lincoln. 

Frederick Douglass was born Frederick Au-
gustus Washington Bailey near Easton, Mary-
land, on February 18, 1818, and lived the first 
20 years of his life as a slave before escaping 
to freedom in 1838 through the Underground 
Railroad. With the assistance of abolitionists, 
he resettled in New Bedford, Massachusetts 
and changed his name to avoid recapture by 
fugitive slave bounty hunters. 

Frederick Douglass had no formal education 
but he recognized the power of education and 
taught himself to read and write. He would go 
on to become the publisher of ‘‘The North 
Star,’’ a leading abolitionist newspaper, whose 
motto was ‘‘Right is of no Sex—Truth is of no 
Color—God is the Father of us all, and we are 
all brethren.’’ 

Frederick Douglass also authored one of the 
seminal works in American history, the influen-
tial autobiography ‘‘Narrative of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave,’’ 
which explained with unsurpassed eloquence 
how slavery corrupts the human spirit and 
robs both master and slave of their freedom. 

Frederick Douglass devoted his life to the 
struggle for freedom, human dignity, and the 
full measure of civil and human rights for all 
men and women, famously observing that 
‘‘where there is no struggle, there is no 
progress; power concedes nothing without de-
mand. It never has and never will.’’ 

Frederick Douglass was also one of Amer-
ica’s greatest orators. He was the only African 
American to attend the first women’s rights 
convention in 1848 at Seneca Falls, New 
York, where he spoke powerfully and forcefully 
in favor of women’s suffrage. In his moving 
address, he said that he could not accept the 
right to vote as a black man if women could 
not also claim that right and suggested that 
the world would be a better place if women 
were involved in the political sphere: 

In this denial of the right to participate in 
government, not merely the degradation of 
woman and the perpetuation of a great injus-
tice happens, but the maiming and repudi-
ation of one-half of the moral and intellec-
tual power of the government of the world. 

On July 5, 1852, Frederick Douglass deliv-
ered the address for which he is perhaps best 
known. The theme of that address to the La-
dies of the Rochester Anti-Slavery Sewing So-
ciety was ‘‘What to the slave is the 4th of 
July?’’ In that speech, he described in stark 
and vivid detail the gap between America’s 
principles and practices, its aspirations and 
the actual condition of people’s lives, espe-
cially those persons of African descent. In an-
swering the question, ‘‘What to the slave is 
your 4th of July,’’ he said: 

[A] day that reveals to him, more than all 
other days in the year, the gross injustice 
and cruelty to which he is the constant vic-
tim. To him, your celebration is a sham; 
your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your 
national greatness, swelling vanity; your 
sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; 
your denunciations of tyrants, brass fronted 
impudence; your shouts of liberty and equal-
ity, hollow mockery; your prayers and 
hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, 
with all your religious parade, and solem-
nity, are, to him, mere bombast, fraud, de-
ception, impiety, and hypocrisy—a thin veil 
to cover up crimes which would disgrace a 
nation of savages. 

But Frederick Douglass was not bitter at 
America, he was determined to make her bet-
ter. And he did through his writings, lectures, 
speeches, and civic activism. Most of all, the 
bond of friendship he forged with President 
Lincoln helped the nation summon the will to 
accept civil war as the price to be paid to 
abolish American slavery and emancipate 
from bondage millions of slaves and their de-
scendants. 

On April 14, 1876, the eleventh anniversary 
of the Lincoln’s assassination, Frederick Doug-
lass was the keynote speaker at the dedica-
tion of the Freedmen’s Monument in Memory 
of Abraham Lincoln in the City of Washington, 
in which the Great Abolitionist spoke for all 
former slaves in paying tribute to the Great 
Emancipator: 

Despite the mist and haze that surrounded 
him; we saw him . . . in the light of the stern 
logic of great events, and in view of that di-
vinity which shapes our ends, . . . we came 
to the conclusion that the hour and the man 
of our redemption had somehow met in the 
person of Abraham Lincoln. [He] was at the 
head of a great movement, and was in living 
and earnest sympathy with that movement, 
which, in the nature of things, must go on 
until slavery should be utterly and forever 
abolished in the United States. 

After the Civil War, Frederick served as U.S. 
Marshal for the District of Columbia and later 
as the first African American Recorder of 
Deeds. In 1888 at the Republican National 
Convention, he became the first African-Amer-

ican to receive a vote for nomination as presi-
dent of the United States by one of the major 
parties. From 1889 to 1891, Frederick Doug-
lass served his country as Minister-Resident 
and Consul-General to Haiti. He died in Wash-
ington, D.C. on February 20, 1895, at the age 
of 77. 

Mr. Speaker, the life of Frederick Douglass 
affirms what is great about our country. Here 
was a man who overcame the conditions of 
his birth and the disadvantages of his race to 
become one of the towering figures of his age. 
His life proves that Margaret Mead was right 
when she said: 

Never doubt that a small group of thought-
ful committed citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has. 

With the unveiling of the statute in memory 
of Frederick Douglass, fittingly located in 
Emancipation Hall of the U.S. Capitol, the 
story of this great man who led such a con-
sequential life will be made known to all who 
visit for generations to come. 
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GREAT TEACHERS AND 
PRINCIPALS ACT OF 2013 

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 23, 2013 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, today Rep. JARED 
POLIS and I are introducing the Growing Excel-
lent Achievement Training Academies 
(GREAT) Teachers and Principals Act. 

The bill would implement reforms to encour-
age the growth of teacher and principal train-
ing academies that are held accountable for 
producing effective graduates in exchange for 
freedom from unnecessary regulations and bu-
reaucracy. 

Research continues to confirm that effective 
teaching is a critical component of student 
success. However, despite these findings, 
many teachers report feeling ill-prepared for 
their work in the classroom. These reforms will 
harness the power of innovation to create 
teacher and principal preparation programs 
that are more effective and more responsive 
to the needs of educators. 

One leading study found that a majority of 
education school alumni (61 percent) reported 
that schools of education did not adequately 
prepare their graduates for the classroom. 
Principals surveyed as part of that study also 
gave schools of education low marks, with 
only 30 percent reporting that such schools 
prepare teachers very well or moderately well 
to meet the needs of students with disabilities, 
and only 16 percent reporting at those levels 
for students with limited English proficiency. It 
is well known that nearly half of new teachers 
leave the profession in the first five years. 

In our bill, states would be given the flexi-
bility to use a portion of the funds they receive 
for teacher and principal reforms to support 
the development of teacher or principal prepa-
ration academies. These academies, which 
may be traditional colleges of education but 
need not be, would be required to be selective 
in their admissions processes; emphasize clin-
ical preparation by pairing their candidates 
with effective teachers or principals in the 
classroom; and produce a certain number of 
effective teachers or principals in order to 
maintain their authority to operate. In ex-
change for this accountability, they would be 
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