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power of inertia. And my legislation has
incentivized many employers to implement
automatic enrollment in their 401(k) plans.

However, the current safe harbor sets a
minimum default level of contributions of 3
percent in the first year. Under the existing
rules, employers can set the default at a high-
er percentage if they want to but many em-
ployers just stick with the floor amount of 3
percent. We all know that 3 percent is not
enough savings for most American families—
in fact, many financial institutions recommend
that employees save at least 10 percent of
their salary. So my proposal would keep the
existing automatic enroliment but it would cre-
ate a second safe harbor. And this second
safe harbor would set the minimum default
contribution rate at 6 percent in the first year,
8 percent in the second year and 10 percent
in all subsequent years. Now remember, em-
ployees can lower the rate if it's too high for
them—but this proposal would use the power
of inertia to encourage employees to save
more.

Finally, my bill would help consolidate and
simplify the many employee notices required
by retirement plans. The current rules require
retirement plans to provide employees with
lots of information regarding their plans. Al-
though well intended, it has become informa-
tion overload with many employees just ignor-
ing the many notices—or even worse, it con-
fuses employees. My bill would direct the Sec-
retaries of Treasury and Labor to review the
current retirement plan reporting and disclo-
sure rules and make recommendations to im-
prove these requirements.

Let me conclude by saying that | also intend
to keep working on allowing for greater disclo-
sure to participants in an electronic manner.
We certainly need to protect employees with-
out computers or individuals who just prefer
paper. However, electronic disclosure provides
many efficiencies, saves participants money
that could otherwise be taken from their retire-
ment accounts, and provides easy access to
educational and financial tools. And, therefore,
| plan to continue working on this issue.

My legislation provides common-sense re-
forms that will help Americans prepare for a fi-
nancially secure retirement. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting “The Retire-
ment Plan Simplification and Enhancement
Act.”

RAFAEL RESENDEZ
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2013

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Rafael
Resendez for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Rafael Resendez is a 12th grader at Jefferson
High School and received this award because
his determination and hard work have allowed
him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Rafael
Resendez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.
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| extend my deepest congratulations to
Rafael Resendez for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments.

———

EAST BAY PROFILE: VETERAN OF
RICHMOND’S NEIGHBORHOOD
WARS CHANGES LIFE

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2013

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to commend my col-
leagues to read the following article, titled
“East Bay Profile: Veteran of Richmond’s
neighborhood wars changes life,” posted in
the West County Times on May 21, 2013.

I've had the opportunity to meet this extraor-
dinary young man, Eric Welch, a number of
times, both here in Washington and in my dis-
trict in Richmond, California, during visits with
the City of Richmond’s Office of Neighborhood
Safety’s Peacekeeper Fellowship program, of
which Eric is a member.

Eric’s only 24 years old but has had a long
history of involvement with gun violence. At
14, he was almost killed in a shooting, and by
the time he was 22 he had already been shot
on four separate occasions. But now, he is on
a new path in life now, and that is very en-
couraging.

| was so proud to read that this fall Eric will
start classes at Tallahassee Community Col-
lege in Florida, and that he hopes to later
transfer to Florida A&M University. And just as
exciting, Eric has been selected as a Summer
Policy Fellow for the Campaign for Youth Jus-
tice in Washington, D.C. this summer where
he will write for the group’s blog, brief con-
gressional committees on his experience, and
work with grass-roots groups to reduce youth
crime.

The Richmond ONS Peacemaker Fellow-
ship exists to save lives—Eric is a living testa-
ment to that. It is designed to create a viable
space for at-risk individuals ages 16-25 to
contribute in a real way to building and sus-
taining community peace, health and well-
being—with the express purpose of eliminating
gun violence in Richmond. Time and again I'm
blown away by the work these young men do
to develop a positive life path forward and
mentor other young men in similar situations.

| wish Eric all the best, both in Washington
this summer and at school this fall. | hope his
successes will serve as inspiration for many
more to follow in his steps.

[From the Contra Costa Times, May 21, 2013]
EAST BAY PROFILE: VETERAN OF RICHMOND'S
NEIGHBORHOOD WARS CHANGES LIFE
(By Robert Rogers)

RICHMOND.—Eric Welch’s mind and heart
are on a higher plane, but the street reflexes
remain.

He’ll be in Washington, D.C., this summer,
wearing tailored suits and briefing Congress.

But for now, Welch still tenses when cer-
tain cars round the block.

He has good reason. He was shot four times
before his 22nd birthday.

““At first, getting shot was a source of
anger,” Welch said. “Now I look back at it
differently. I wonder why I got so lucky in a
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place where people like me get killed all the
time.

Welch, now 24 but with the weary face and
measured speech of an older man, has gone
from self-described ‘‘goon” and survivor of
multiple episodes of gun violence to cele-
brated member of the Office of Neighborhood
Safety’s fellowship program. The program
appeals to about 50 violent residents with in-
centives, including small cash stipends, if
they give up gunplay and pick up education
and job training.

The program is unique in the region, a
city-sponsored department that stems vio-
lence through intervention in the lives of
violent offenders. For his efforts, Welch
earned an internship with the Campaign for
Youth Justice, a Washington, D.C.-based
nonprofit focused on juvenile justice.

Welch will serve as a ‘‘policy fellow’ from
June 10 to Aug. 9, writing for the group’s
blog, briefing congressional committees on
his experience and working with grass-roots
groups to reduce youth crime.

It’s a far cry from Welch’s teen and early
adult years, a haze of neighborhood beefs and
sporadic gunfire, interrupted by hospital and
jail stints. He bounced between a dozen
schools, toting guns when most kids still
were watching Saturday morning cartoons.

Guns and violence permeated his rugged
south Richmond neighborhood. It was only
when he enrolled in the Office of Neighbor-
hood Safety program after a 2010 jail stint
that he turned away from crime.

“Eric is a shining example to other young
people in Richmond and beyond that people
can change, and in the virtue of hard work,”
said program director DeVone Boggan.

CHEATING DEATH

Welch leans on a black gate in front of a
California bungalow home at 26th Street and
Virginia Avenue.

“This is the spot where I got shot that first
time, almost died, man,”” Welch says, look-
ing down the street. *‘I was 14.”

Welch re-enacts the scene from a decade
ago. He was ‘“‘hanging’ with another teen a
few blocks from the apartment where he
grew up with his mother and sister.

One block west, a car glided around the
corner. Rifles poked through the windows
and spit flames from the barrels, a nano-
second before the crackle of gunfire.

“I don’t remember the car, just the flame
spit out in the night; it was AK-47s,” Welch
said.

Welch and his friend dove to the sidewalk
and crawled for cover.

“The bullets was whistling by, and rico-
cheting all over the concrete, too,” Welch
said.

The pain was an intense heat, Welch re-
membered. A large-caliber slug struck Welch
underneath his left arm, collapsing his lung
and breaking his clavicle. Welch’s friend was
hit in the hip. The car screeched away.

“Lot of blood, out my mouth, out my
chest. I thought I was going to die,” Welch
said. “‘I couldn’t breathe.”

Three scars mark his upper torso. One is
the entry point near his armpit. One is the
spot in his side where doctors plunged a tube
to help him breathe. The exit wound is on his
back, knotted into a mound of dark scar tis-
sue the size of a golf ball.

LOW POINTS

Welch survived, but his innocence didn’t.

“After that, I was bouncing around
schools, just living the neighborhood life,”
Welch said. ‘‘I was angry. I was vengeful.”

His drive for vengeance intensified after
the 2006 Kkilling of Sean ‘‘Shawny Bo”
Melson, a pint-size 15-year-old police say was
a charismatic, up-and-coming neighborhood
leader. To this day, odes to ‘‘Shawny Bo”’
and old photos are posted on social net-
working sites.
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Welch and other friends vowed to ‘‘keep it
1lit”’ for Melson, meaning to exact retribution
on rival neighborhoods they blamed for his
death.

Welch was shot three more times, in both
ankles, the buttocks and the hip. He declines
to get into specifics but admits he has been
involved in ‘‘shootouts.”

“I have a chance at a peaceful life; I just
don’t want to die or go to jail when I am so
close.”

Welch said that in Richmond’s toughest
neighborhoods, violent deaths of relatives
and friends, shootouts and close calls ‘‘hang
over everything.”

THE FUTURE

The mere notion of a future is a far cry
from where Welch has been.

‘“Eric was on his way to prison or death,
for sure,” said Sam Vaughn, an Office of
Neighborhood Safety neighborhood change
agent who has worked closely with Welch.
“Where he is now, about to go to college, is
a miracle given what he’s been through.”

Welch spends little time in the old neigh-
borhood, knowing he could lose it all in an
instant.

He plans to attend Tallahassee Community
College in Florida in the fall, and he hopes to
transfer to Florida A&M University. But
first, he’s on his way to the Capitol.

“I am really looking forward to a new
start, a place where I can be by myself and
focus and not worry about my past catching
up with me,” Welch said. ‘I feel alone here,
in my neighborhood. My friends are mostly
dead or incarcerated.”

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $16,787,282,992,090.73. We've
added $6,160,405,943,177.65 to our debt in 4
years. This is $6 trillion in debt our nation, our
economy, and our children could have avoided
with a balanced budget amendment.

SANDY MATA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2013

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Sandy Mata
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Sandy Mata is
a 12th grader at Jefferson High School and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Sandy
Mata is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Sandy Mata for winning the Arvada Wheat
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Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

———

HONORING MINNESOTA STATE
REPRESENTATIVE KAREN CLARK

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2013

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | had the
honor of serving as a member of the Min-
nesota House of Representatives for eight
years prior to being elected to Congress in
2000. One of my Democratic-Farmer-Labor
Party colleagues from Minneapolis, State Rep.
Karen Clark, was a constant and vocal cham-
pion for social justice, economic opportunity,
environmental sustainability, and human
rights. State Rep. Clark continues to serve in
the Minnesota House, having just completed
her thirty-third legislative session. Karen’s pas-
sion, determination, and commitment as a leg-
islator were recently displayed for the entire
nation to admire as she authored legislation
and lead the push for marriage equality. That
legislation passed the legislature, was signed
into law, and now Minnesota is the twelfth
state in the union to legalize same sex mar-
riage.

Today, the White House is recognizing the
achievements and contributions of ten openly
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
(LGBT) public officials from across the United
States. One of those officials being honored is
State Rep. Karen Clark, who will join a distin-
guished group of leaders named “Harvey Milk
Champions of Change.” This is a tremendous
honor for Karen and | want to extend my
heartfelt congratulations on this well deserved
recognition.

Throughout her career, Karen Clark has ad-
vocated and given voice to the issues and
hopes of gay, Ilesbian, bisexual and
transgender Minnesotans. As the longest serv-
ing openly lesbian state legislator in the coun-
try, Karen has battled against discrimination,
hate-crimes, and intolerance faced by LGBT
Americans, yet she has always conducted her-
self with a spirit of openness, kindness, and
courage. Karen has dedicated three decades
to improving the lives of LGBT Minnesotans,
but also all families in her South Minneapolis
district. From LGBT youth to new African or
Latino immigrants, low-income families to Na-
tive American women, Karen Clark has always
been on the side of making government work
for people to improve their lives.

Again, | would like to extend my congratula-
tions and the shared sense of pride many
friends, colleagues, and constituents of Karen
feel as she is recognized by President Obama
for her leadership. State Rep. Karen Clark is
truly a national leader for LGBT Americans
and a champion for all Minnesotans.
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TRIBUTE TO BENTON AND SANDI
MARKS

HON. TODD ROKITA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2013

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize an exceptional Hoosier couple, Mr.
Benton and Mrs. Sandi Marks, who are being
honored with the 2013 HAI-Life Distinguished
Service Award by Hasten Hebrew Academy of
Indianapolis. This honor is well-deserved be-
cause of their many years of philanthropic
service to the Indianapolis Jewish community,
as well as to the broader community.

Mr. Marks joined the Hasten Hebrew Acad-
emy Board of Directors in 1997 and has
served in a number of leadership positions, in-
cluding as president of the school. In the
1990s, he was president of the Bureau of
Jewish Education and is the only person in the
Indianapolis Jewish community to serve as
president of both educational institutions. Mr.
Marks also served as the president of the
Jewish Federation and as Campaign Chair a
record five times. He also was chairman of
State of Israel Bonds for three years. Mr.
Marks has served as a member of the Indiana
Judicial Nominating Commission, and has do-
nated his time locally to United Cerebral
Palsy, Indiana Building Owners and Managers
Association, and the Indiana Chapter of the
Brown University National Secondary School
Committee.

Mrs. Marks has devoted her life to edu-
cation, serving on the Hasten Hebrew Acad-
emy Education Committee and as a board
member of the school. She recently retired
from Washington Township Schools but con-
tinues to serve the district as a school psy-
chologist. She is a member of several wom-
en’s organizations in our community and
works with the Great American Songbook Ini-
tiative at the Center for the Performing Arts in
Carmel. Mrs. Marks is also a trusted friend
and confidant of mine on education issues in
my capacity as chairman of the Subcommittee
on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Sec-
ondary Education.

Mr. and Mrs. Marks are wonderful entre-
preneurs, philanthropists, and friends. | am
honored to know them and look forward to our
continued friendship. | know they will continue
to serve as leaders in our community for many
years to come.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF LUZERNE
COUNTY HEAD START, INC. FOR
DEDICATED AND SELFLESS
SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 22, 2013

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Luzerne County Head Start,
Inc. for recently celebrating its 48th Anniver-
sary on Monday, May 20, 2013. For nearly
half a century, the program has been serving
Luzerne County and Wyoming County by pro-
viding quality prekindergarten education to
children who come from low-income families.
Head Start teachers work with children, and
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