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HONORING THE LEADERSHIP OF
YULA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
ON THEIR STAND AGAINST THE
IRANIAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2013

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to call attention to the leadership and drive of
Yeshiva University High School of Los
Angeles’s (YULA) Panthers for Israel. These
students have organized a statement of their
campus leadership to protest the Iranian nu-
clear program and support for global terrorism,
raising awareness of the Iranian threat to the
United States and our allies around the world.
| join them in their quest to stop Iran now, and
| applaud them for their initiative. For that rea-
son, | submit the following campus leadership
statement.

“We, the student leaders of Yeshiva Uni-
versity High Schools of Los Angeles, con-
demn Iran’s development of a nuclear weap-
ons program, as well as its continued support
for worldwide terror. A nuclear capable Iran
poses a direct threat to the United States
and stands against basic American values.
Iran not only remains an existential threat
to America’s friend and ally, the State of
Israel, it poses the greatest national security
threat to these United States. We stand
united against a nuclear capable Iran and
urge the U.S. Congress to support future leg-
islation on this critical issue of global secu-
rity.”

Signed,

Elliot Julis, YULA Israel Advocacy Club,
President; Shana Salomon, Girls Stu-
dent Council, President; Joshua Kohan,
Boys Student Council, President;
Naphtali Nektalov, YULA Israel Advo-
cacy Club, Chairman of the Board;
Alexa Hanelin, Model United Nations,
Captain; Gillian Gittler, Editor-in-
Chief, The PANTHER; Leron Rayn,
Boys Student Council, Treasurer;
Racheli Schechter, Girls Student Coun-
cil, Treasurer; Levi Saada, YULA
Clubs, Chair.

Elon Swartz, Drama Society, Lead Role;
Laura Rubin, Girls Drama Society,
Lead Role; Lizzi Peled, Mock Trial,
Captain; Jordyn Schoenfeld, Boys Var-
sity Basketball, Captain; Shira Ben
Shushan, Friendship Circle Liaison;
Asher Naghi, Likutei Ohr, Senior Edi-
tor; Zach Porgress, YULA Community
Services, Chairman; Ruth Maouda,
Girls Varsity Soccer, Captain; Batya
Botach, Girls Varsity Tennis, Captain.

Alexa Mund, SCATCH Tutoring Initia-
tive, Director; Ariela Rohatiner, Girls
Varsity Basketball, Captain; Rachel
Gindi, Genocide Awareness Committee;
Yoni Elkaim, Boys Varsity Soccer,
Captain; Samuel Romano, YULA-Mu-
seum of Tolerance Liaison; Sophia Le-
vine, Chai Lifeline Liaison; Sahar
Basiratmand, Yearbook Editor; Boruch
Gralnik, Boys Varsity Baseball, Cap-
tain; Noam Posner, Boys Cross Coun-
try, Captain.
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AMAND MCINTIRE
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2013

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share these with my House col-
leagues.

Amanda Mcintire is a senior at Hightowner
High School in Fort Bend County, Texas. Her
essay topic is: Select an important event that
has occurred in the past 50 years and explain
how that event has changed our country.

WHERE WERE YOU ON THAT FATEFUL DAY?

Shock . . . dismay . . . disbelief . . . words
that even this six-year-old could feel on that
early September morning. Parents swarmed
my elementary school. Classrooms became
practically empty. Teachers tried to stay
calm, but it was obvious that their attention
was focused on the day’s events. 9/11 changed
our world. It was an act intended to create
terror and fear. Until then, we had never
fought a foreign country on our soil since
the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

‘“How do I respond when I see that in some
Islamic countries there is vitriolic hatred for
America? . . . I'm amazed that there is such
misunderstanding of what our country is
about, that people would hate us. I am, I
am—like most Americans, I just can’t be-
lieve it. Because I know how good we are,
and we’ve got to do a better job of making
our case.”’—George W. Bush, press conference

At six, I knew something happened that
would change my life forever, but I did not
realize its magnitude for years to come. At
first, in my mind, we appeared united, but
how could a nation that was founded on the
belief that all men are created equal and
should be free, treat others that looked a
certain way differently? Many of my school
mates’ parents came to get my friends fear-
ing for revenge against them that day be-
cause of their religion or heritage. A turban
on your head or an unfamiliar religious be-
lief should not mean that you are an enemy.
My community is very diverse. In fact, my
blond hair and blue eyes make me a minority
at my school. I have come to understand
that as a nation, we must restore faith in the
world’s eyes that we are not wealthy bigots,
but people who want a free world filled with
peace and prosperity for everyone.

As Secretary of State John Kerry once
stated, ‘“We believe that what matters most
is not narrow appeals masquerading as val-
ues, but the shared values that show the true
face of America; not narrow values that di-
vide us, but the shared values that unite us:
family, faith, hard work, opportunity and re-
sponsibility for all, so that every child, every
adult, every parent, every worker in America
has an equal shot at living up to their God-
given potential. That is the American dream
and the American value.”

The attacks on 9/11 were intended to weak-
en our country and our souls. Instead, we are
more cautious, more observant, and more de-
termined than ever to prove to the world
that we are a strong and powerful nation
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whose intent is not domination, but coexist-
ence in a free world that respects human life,
the pursuit of happiness, and freedom.

————

CONGRATULATING THE NORTH CA-
TAWBA FIRE AND RESCUE DE-
PARTMENT ON THEIR 55TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. MARK MEADOWS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2013

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the members of the North Ca-
tawba Fire and Rescue Department as they
mark their 55th anniversary.

Committed and hardworking firefighters play
a vital role in keeping our homes, businesses,
and public places safe from the threats of
deadly fires.

The residents of North Catawba take com-
fort in knowing that these men and women are
nearby in the event of an emergency.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 11th District of
North Carolina, | congratulate the brave men
and women of the North Catawba Fire and
Rescue Department who are devoted to pro-
tecting lives. This sacrifice truly exemplifies
the spirit of America.

—————

HONORING REVEREND THEODORE
MARTIN HESBURGH

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2013

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today | wish
to recognize Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh,
president emeritus of the University of Notre
Dame, who will be honored on May 22, 2013
in a special reception at the U.S. Capitol in
Washington, D.C. to celebrate his upcoming
96th birthday and 70th anniversary as a priest.
Rev. Hesburgh was ordained as a priest of the
Congregation of Holy Cross on June 24, 1943
at Notre Dame.

Rev. Hesburgh taught theology and served
as a chaplain to returning veteran students,
next moving on to serve as president of the
university for thirty-five years. Retiring in 1987,
Rev. Hesburgh was considered one of the
most distinguished and transformational lead-
ers in American higher education. A familiar
face on campus, Rev. Hesburgh was well-
known for remembering the names and faces
of the university students, always acknowl-
edging others with heartfelt greetings.

Outside of Notre Dame, Rev. Hesburgh con-
tinued his distinguished commitment to public
service, shaping history at home and abroad.
He was first tapped by President Dwight Ei-
senhower to serve on the National Science
Board in 1954. Over the years, Rev. Hesburgh
was appointed to over one hundred other ad-
visory boards, developing peaceful solutions to
nurture the civil rights movement and immigra-
tion reform. Due to his consistent efforts to
pursue justice and strengthen human dignity,
Rev. Hesburgh served as a member of the
Civil Rights Commission for over a decade, in-
cluding three years as the chairman.

Advising multiple United States presidents,
Rev. Hesburgh was awarded the Medal of
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Freedom, the highest civilian honor, by Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson. He was also honored
with the Congressional Gold Medal by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton in the Rotunda of the United
States Capitol, recognized for his work in civil
rights and world peace. Graciously welcoming
many American presidents to the University of
Notre Dame, Rev. Hesburgh has created a
powerful connection between our world lead-
ers and the university.

Rev. Hesburgh has touched the lives of
countless individuals around the world on his
never-ending mission to spread world peace,
eradicate poverty, and alleviate hunger. Ap-
proaching his upcoming 96th birthday and
70th anniversary as a priest, there are cer-
tainly many accomplishments to celebrate
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from the Notre Dame campus to the global
community. Most of all, | applaud Rev.
Hesburgh for following God’s calling to the
priesthood and being a good and faithful serv-
ant to the people.

It is an honor to recognize Rev. Hesburgh
for his patriotism and devoted commitment to
bring peace, justice, and humility. His dignity
and passion will be admired for generations
for the unparalleled achievements and endless
kindness that has forever shaped our society.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RUSH HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 21, 2013

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, on May 17, 2013 |
missed a series of votes related to H.R. 1062,
the so-called “SEC Regulatory Accountability
Act”, due to a prior commitment to escort my
mother as she received an honorary doctorate
from the West Virginia University. Had | been
present, | would have voted “no” on the Hurt
amendment, “yes” on the Maloney amend-
ment, “yes” on the motion to recommit and
“no” on this bill.
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