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The celebration began in the early 1920s
when Azoreans began to emigrate from the
Azore lIslands to Dos Palos. In 1923 the
Divino Espirito Santo, DES, Association was
incorporated, and it stands as one of the city’s
oldest organizations. The Dos Palos DES has
been successful over the past nine decades
due to the donations and support from resi-
dents, business owners, dairymen, and ranch-
ers. The organization is supported by individ-
uals of all backgrounds and faiths. The money
that DES raises goes to their annual celebra-
tions, scholarships for young men and women,
and parks for children. They also provide as-
sistance to those who are in immediate need.

Dos Palos DES is known for its sense of
community and comradeship. Neighbors are
like family in Dos Palos, and there is no ques-
tion that there is a sense of loyalty between
everyone. Each year, the Festa do Divino
Espirito Santo serves as a place for citizens to
come together, appreciate their town, and
enjoy each other's company. The traditional
meal of sopas is served to over 2,000 people.

As someone with a strong Portuguese back-
ground and up-bringing, | truly admire all of
the efforts made by Dos Palos DES. The indi-
viduals who have put together this wonderful
celebration must be recognized for all of their
hard work and dedication.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Festa do Divino Espirito
Santo as residents from all over the Central
Valley celebrate the 90th celebration. These
wonderful traditions are passed down from
generation to generation, and we can expect
that Dos Palos DES will be hosting celebra-
tions for many years to come.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL CHILD SUPPORT RE-
COVERY IMPROVEMENT ACT OF
2013

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, today |, along
with Ranking Member DOGGETT and other
Members of the Human Resources Sub-
committee, introduce the International Child
Support Recovery Improvement Act of 2013.
This bill is nearly identical to H.R. 4282, which
passed the House by voice vote on June 5,
2012, and serves as the implementing legisla-
tion for the Hague Convention on International
Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of
Family Maintenance. This multilateral treaty, to
which the Senate provided its consent in
2010, provides for the structured exchange of
information and consistent enforcement of
international cases of child support.

The bill also builds on the Subcommittee’s
recent bipartisan efforts to standardize data
within and across social programs. This in-
cludes applying to the child support enforce-
ment program the same no-cost data stand-
ardization provision recently enacted in the
child welfare, Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF), and unemployment insur-
ance programs.

The data provision is designed to recognize
the need for standards in the exchange of
data both across state-level programs and be-
tween states and the federal government. The
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goal is to better organize data within programs
so that data can then be more easily shared
across multiple human services programs that
serve similar populations.

The data provision recognizes that multiple
standards may well be needed to address dif-
ferent types of data exchanges, and that some
data exchanges may already be standardized.
It provides some authority to the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to exercise some
flexibility in situations where standardized sys-
tems are found to operate efficiently. Certain
sectors, such as financial institutions, that
interact with covered programs have well-es-
tablished data exchange standards that need
to be taken into account and should serve as
the base for moving forward. In the case of
child support, this data provision does not re-
quire that systems such as the Federal Parent
Locator Service (FPLS) be retrofitted, but in-
stead encourages incremental, cost-effective
implementation of consistent data standards
across human services programs.

| invite all Members to join me in supporting
this important legislation and look forward to
its speedy consideration. That way we can
take the next step toward ratifying the Hague
Convention so that more child support is col-
lected in international cases, providing more
children the financial support they deserve.

—

PROCLAIMING SUPPORT FOR NA-
TIONAL ARSON AWARENESS
WEEK

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
support National Arson Awareness Week,
which runs from May 5th—11th this year.

The United States Fire Administration
(USFA) has made tremendous strides in edu-
cating the public about the dangers of Arson
during its annual Arson Awareness Week.
This years theme, “Reducing Residential
Arson,” is focused on ways for community
members to come together and develop plans
to combat arson in their neighborhoods. Ac-
cording to USFA, over 14,700 law enforce-
ment agencies report 43,400 arsons every
year.

This is an issue that hits home for my con-
stituents in the city of Lewiston, who have en-
dured three large fires during the past week.
The fires have destroyed over 79 apartments
and left roughly 200 people homeless. Fire-
fighters from Lewiston and the surrounding
communities have performed heroically to con-
tain the fires and protect residents from harm.
These brave men and women place them-
selves at enormous risk every day to keep us
safe, and | applaud them for their efforts.

USFA is recommending a number of strate-
gies to help communities better protect them-
selves against arson. Neighborhood cleanups
have enabled residents to remove flammable
materials and identify possible hazards.
Groups have also had success by improving
internal and external security for their homes
and at abandoned properties. Working to-
gether, we can all help make our communities
a safer place to live.

Mr. Speaker, please join me again in recog-
nizing National Arson Awareness Week for its
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role in helping our communities educate them-
selves about ways to combat arson.

———

DRURY UNIVERSITY'’S THREE
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Drury University’s Men’s Basketball
and Men’s and Women’s Swimming and Div-
ing Teams on their national championships.

Drury University is the only school in the
NCAA at any level in this 2012—13 school year
to have won three national championships.

The Panthers Basketball Team won in dra-
matic fashion over Metro State to win 74-73
after they overcame a 17-point deficit to win
on a last minute free throw in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, on April 7. This is Drury’s first NCAA-II
National Basketball Championship, and it also
marked Drury’s 23rd straight win of the sea-
son. They won through their hard work and
the sheer determination to win.

| want to commend Head Coach Steve
Hesser, Assistant Coaches Ja Havens and
Steven Gum, and Graduate Assistant Brandon
Kimbrough for guiding the team through its ex-
traordinary season. Coach Hesser did a re-
markable job, and the National Association of
Basketball Coaches honored Coach Hesser as
its National D-Il Coach of the Year, an award
he certainly deserves.

Drury University's Men’s and Women’s
Swimming and Diving Teams, coached by
Brian Reynolds, swept the titles on March 9 in
Birmingham, Alabama. This was the ninth
straight national championship for the Drury
Men—a record for NCAA Division Il schools—
and the fourth national title in the last five
years for the Drury Women. | also want to
commend Assistant Coach Jason Hite, Diving
Coach Richard Hackett, Graduate Assistant
Michal Winiewicz, and Graduate Assistant
Marta Stepien for all their work this year.

| also congratulate Coach Reynolds, who
was named National Coach of the Year for
both the men’s and women’s competitions for
his efforts this year. Coach Reynolds has de-
veloped a truly unique and dominant program.

The Springfield community is proud of the
Drury teams for reaching such a high level of
success. Drury University won three national
titles and three national championships in the
span of a month. Drury’s national champion-
ships are remarkable achievements, and the
teams will have memories to last a lifetime.

| urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Drury Panthers on their outstanding
athletic performances this year.

INTRODUCTION OF THE WATER
QUALITY PROTECTION AND JOB
CREATION ACT OF 2013

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 8, 2013
Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker,

today, | join with 27 of my colleagues in intro-
ducing bipartisan legislation to make long,
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overdue investments in our nation’s water in-
frastructure systems that will benefit both our
communities and our economy.

When it comes to America’s infrastructure,
the role of the Federal government is both crit-
ical and clear. Never has the need for Federal
investment been greater, and in my district,
perhaps more urgent both in the short term
and long term.

As the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure heard at its Water Resources and
Development Act hearing last month, Amer-
ica’s waterways related infrastructure projects
are in drastic need of Federal investment that
will create jobs and benefit our economy. So
too, will federal investment in our wastewater
infrastructure systems provide economic bene-
fits and create jobs while rebuilding and ex-
panding our treatment systems. For every $1
billion this nation spends on wastewater infra-
structure it can create as many as 33,000 jobs
in communities across America while improv-
ing our public health and the environment. It is
a win-win proposition.

Around the country, states report a need of
close to $300 billion in wastewater treatment,
pipe replacement and repair, and stormwater
management projects over the next twenty
years. This need is especially pressing in
many cities and communities where pipes and
sewage treatment facilities are reaching the
end of their expected useful life.

Without a greater Federal investment, com-
munities that cannot upgrade and expand their
wastewater systems will find it harder to at-
tract new business and build new homes. Ex-
isting businesses and homes will see treat-
ment costs rise as short term fixes are sought.
Current Federal appropriations that equal a
small fraction of the identified need to mod-
ernize and repair these systems are clearly
not sufficient. The time for a new approach to
Federal investment and financing of these ef-
forts is now.

The “Water Quality Protection and Job Cre-
ation Act of 2013” we are introducing today is
intended to provide the “all of the above” ap-
proach to water infrastructure investment and
financing that will be needed to close our cur-
rent funding gaps. The bill renews the Federal
commitment to addressing our Nation’s sub-
stantial needs for wastewater infrastructure by
investing $13.8 billion in the State Revolving
Funds over the next five years. For decades,
the SRFs have been the traditional mecha-
nism for Federal wastewater infrastructure as-
sistance.

Yet, also recognizing that significant addi-
tional resources will be necessary, the bill es-
tablishes two complementary new initiatives
for the long-term, sustainable financing of
wastewater infrastructure. The first is a direct
loan and loan guarantee program and the sec-
ond, a Clean Water Infrastructure Trust Fund.
These proposals, when implemented in con-
cert, would leverage billions of additional dol-
lars to meet local wastewater infrastructure
needs, create jobs, and protect our public
health and environmental quality.

Meeting the critical water infrastructure in-
vestment needs of our local communities is a
bipartisan issue, and indeed, this bill has bi-
partisan support. Members from both sides of
the aisle recognize that the investments that
we make will benefit our local constituents, the
economies of our towns, cities, and States,
and provide the added benefit of protecting
public health and the overall condition of the
environment.
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| am pleased that this legislation has gar-
nered bipartisan support for introduction, and |
am also pleased that Republican and Demo-
cratic staff on the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee have had several produc-
tive meetings to discuss this issue and explore
a collaborative path forward. | look forward to
working with Chairmen SHUSTER and GIBBS
and Ranking Member RAHALL to advance
long-term, sustained investment in our nation’s
wastewater infrastructure that has broad sup-
port from cities and communities around the
country, industry, utilities, environmental
groups, unions, equipment suppliers, and en-
gineers.

In short, Mr. Speaker, this bill is good for
America and American workers, and | urge my
colleagues to join myself and my fellow co-
sponsors in supporting this very important leg-
islation.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE BAL-
ANCING FOOD, FARM, AND THE
ENVIRONMENT ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, |
am introducing the Balancing Food, Farm, and
the Environment Act of 2013. This legislation
modernizes the conservation title of the Farm
Bill to better reflect farmers’ needs and the pri-
orities of the American public. |1 know from
working with farmers in Oregon that many
farmers are the best possible stewards of their
land, and they are producing healthy, local
food in ways that protect their livelihood, their
farm, and the environment. The Farm Bill as
a whole, however, does far too little to reward
good stewardship, support sustainable farming
practices, or meet conservation priorities.

The Balancing Food, Farm, and the Envi-
ronment Act of 2013 leverages current Farm
Bill programs to produce better environmental
outcomes and increase ease of access for
farmers. The bill prioritizes longer terms of
protection for high-priority environmentally-
sensitive lands, providing a better return for
taxpayers and stability for farmers. It also
makes clean water a higher priority in con-
servation programs, increasing protection and
restoration for riverbanks. The Balancing Act
targets wetlands and critical habitat to protect
wildlife population. It increases access to pro-
gram funding for farmers, and expands the
funding available for technical assistance. It
helps keep antibiotics out of our water and
food by reducing grants to factory farms and
by helping farmers transition to organic or less
antibiotic intensive farming methods. Finally,
the Balancing Act acknowledges that Amer-
ican farmers are experiencing impacts from
climate change, and it provides funding for ad-
aptation and mitigation of these effects.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
to advance this legislation on behalf of our
farmers, the millions of Americans who care
about a safe, healthy, domestic food supply,
and our grandchildren, who will live with the
air, water, and soil we pass on to them.

May 8, 2013

CONGRATULATING THE
PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARS

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate the 49th class of
U.S. Presidential Scholars, composed of 141
high school seniors who have excelled in aca-
demics or the arts. | am especially proud that
a student from my district, James Y. Wang,
has been selected as one of two students
from Indiana for this prestigious honor.

These outstanding young people are se-
lected by the White House Commission on
Presidential Scholars as a result of their aca-
demic success, community service, leader-
ship, and commitment to excellence. Each
state will send a young man and a young
woman to Washington, DC, on June 16,
where they will receive a Presidential Scholar
Medallion.

This achievement is a wonderful reflection
of the quality of academic instruction in my
district and of the hard work and dedication of
the students. | would like to congratulate not
only Mr. Wang, but also University High
School in Carmel, Indiana, and Derek Thom-
as, who has been recognized as an out-
standing educator.

As a member of the Education and the
Workforce Committee, | know how important it
is to our nation’s future to encourage aca-
demic excellence in high schools across the
country. We must do everything we can to
support our great educators and train a gen-
eration of students ready to succeed in a dy-
namic 21st century economy.

The winners of this unique competition are
an inspiration to their peers, educators, and
parents throughout Indiana’s 5th District and
across the nation. Once again, congratulations
to Mr. Wang, Mr. Thomas, and University High
School. | am very proud of you.

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
HOUSE THAT CONGRESS AND
THE STATES SHOULD INVES-
TIGATE AND CORRECT ABUSIVE,
UNSANITARY, AND ILLEGAL
ABORTION PRACTICES

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, I'm heartbroken
as I've heard more and more about Dr. Kermit
Gosnell’s Philadelphia medical practice during
the past few weeks. The brutal method Dr.
Gosnell used to ensure death from a botched
abortion, severing the spinal cord of a baby
born alive, is disgusting. | pray we are all
shocked and disturbed by what has been re-
vealed about abortion during this trial.

While Dr. Gosnell stands trial, there are still
over a million babies who die from abortion
each year in the United States. That’s almost
2 times more deaths than caused by cancer in
the U.S. every year and 2 times more than
heart disease. Abortion is taking an innocent
life and we have to stand against it.

That's why | am introducing this House res-
olution to review public policies that led to the
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