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There has been much debate in our nation’s 

capital as to the most effective way to grow 
our economy in these difficult times. However, 
lawmakers from both parties agree that with-
out a modern transportation infrastructure, we 
cannot compete in a 21st century global econ-
omy. 

SEPTA has taken the lead in the Philadel-
phia region and in the nation by making effec-
tive investments to modernize its own infra-
structure and by providing a more complete 
and enhanced customer service experience. 

I have seen firsthand the result of these ef-
forts with the opening of improved stations in 
Langhorne and Croydon, two Bucks County 
communities served by SEPTA’s regional rail 
system. These upgrades have a real impact 
on the day-to-day lives of thousands of com-
muters and are an asset to our region. The 
hard work and dedication of the men and 
women and SEPTA are evident not just in in-
creasing ridership, but also in their recognition 
by the APTA as our nation’s leading public 
transportation system. Congratulations once 
again to everyone at SEPTA. I am confident 
that you will continue to lead the nation in 
2013. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF 
FORMER PEORIA MAYOR JIM 
MALOOF 

HON. AARON SCHOCK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 25, 2013 

Mr. SCHOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the memory of former mayor of Peoria, Illinois, 
Jim Maloof, who passed away at the age of 
93 on January 19, 2013. There is no doubt 
that Peoria will sorely miss its greatest cham-
pion, but his legacy lives on in the city he re-
built and in the hearts of all who were touched 
by his generosity. It is difficult to capture a life 
that was as impactful as Jim Maloof’s, but 
many noteworthy tributes have been written. I 
want to share just some of the high points in 
the life of this extraordinary man. 

Born in the back of his parents’ Peoria gro-
cery store in 1919, Jim would live his life as 
a true son of the city. Even as a child, his 
warm spirit and merry character drew people 
to him, and his legendary penchant for singing 
began in childhood. As he grew up, Jim be-
came a successful businessman in Peoria, op-
erating a dry cleaner and then a real estate 
firm that continues to thrive today. 

One of Jim’s most enduring and powerful 
legacies is his contributions to St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital. In 1971, he met Danny Thom-
as, the founder of St. Jude, and agreed to 
help raise funds for an expansion of the hos-
pital. Jim proved to be a prolific fundraiser, 
and one of my favorite stories about him from 
this time was his use of song and dance rou-
tines in his pitches. Just one year later, in 
1972, he became the national Executive Vice- 
President of St. Jude’s and opened the first af-
filiated clinic in the country right in Peoria, Illi-
nois. 

The impact of Jim’s work with St. Jude is 
difficult to overstate. St. Jude has given thou-
sands of children a chance at long and 
healthy lives after receiving a diagnosis that 
was once considered a death sentence. The 
research done by St. Jude has advanced 

treatments and cures for dozens of diseases. 
But beyond the material, as in all things, Jim’s 
most important contribution to the children and 
families of St. Jude was hope. Jim’s passion 
for healing manifested itself in a different way 
in 1984 when he decided to run for mayor of 
Peoria. At that time, Peoria was experiencing 
a period of economic downturn, with thou-
sands of layoffs, a diminishing population, and 
a dying downtown area. ‘‘Would the last one 
to leave Peoria turn out the lights?’’ was a 
common saying in the area at the time. 

As with all great figures in history, from 
Abraham Lincoln to Martin Luther King, Jim 
Maloof was uniquely suited to his time. When 
most people looked around Peoria in 1985, 
they saw a dying city and little reason for 
hope. Jim Maloof looked around the same 
city—his city—and saw something worth sav-
ing. His vision looked past the boarded up 
downtown and the vacant houses to the peo-
ple who, with just a little inspiration, could turn 
it all around. 

And that is exactly what happened. After 
being elected, Mayor Maloof threw open the 
doors of government to the citizens and busi-
nesses of Peoria and gave everyone a role in 
revitalizing their hometown. Committees of vol-
unteers developed and implemented projects 
to revamp the downtown area, including the 
addition of the Peoria Civic Center, draw new 
businesses to Peoria, and grow existing ones. 
Jim’s faith in the city was boundless and infec-
tious. Another of my favorite stories about Jim 
is the mugs he had made listing the great cit-
ies of the world: New York, Paris, London, and 
Peoria, and he affectionately referred to Peo-
ria as the ‘‘Little Apple’’. In 1989, only four 
years after Mayor Maloof took office, Peoria 
was named an All-American City. 

But the real gift that Jim gave to Peoria was 
pride. He was an unabashed champion for the 
city, using his gift for song and his limitless 
energy to revive the spirits of a dejected town. 
After serving three terms as mayor, Jim reen-
tered the private sector, but his presence as a 
Peoria landmark remained undiminished as he 
hosted telethons for St. Jude, Christmas carol 
singing every year in the downtown he rebuilt, 
and participated in community events. 

Jim Maloof played in Peoria. He inspired us 
and challenged us to do more and reach high-
er, and to do everything with a cheerful heart 
and a song. His music will live on in the lives 
of the children saved by his work with St. Jude 
and in the city he loved. 
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RECOGNIZING PAUL PLATTNER’S 
CAREER OF CREATING WORK OP-
PORTUNITIES FOR PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 25, 2013 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Paul Plattner on the occasion 
of his retirement after 39 years of service to 
NISH and the AbilityOne Program, through 
which he has helped identify and create work 
opportunities for the blind and for people with 
disabilities here and in communities across 
America. 

Mr. Plattner began his career at NISH in 
1974, working as a part-time bookkeeper two 

and a half days a month. It wasn’t long before 
he advanced from that humble beginning to 
take on a number of other roles and duties, 
currently serving as Vice President for Oper-
ations. He has worked directly with, and 
earned the respect of, staff in every major fed-
eral agency. He also has developed close 
working relationships with community rehabili-
tation programs across the Nation. 

Under the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Act, the 
AbilityOne Program harnesses the purchasing 
power of the Federal Government to buy prod-
ucts and services from community-based non-
profits that train and employ individuals who 
are blind or have significant disabilities. 
Whether it is performing custodial services, 
packing medical kits for our troops, working in 
food service or one of many other duties, 
AbilityOne workers are making a positive dif-
ference in our community. I and many of my 
colleagues here in the House, both Democrat 
and Republican, are AbilityOne Champions, 
and we know firsthand the positive effect this 
program has not only for the individuals and 
their families, but also for us as well. 

Mr. Plattner has dedicated his life’s work to 
helping provide residents with disabilities in 
every community with the opportunity to learn 
new skills, to succeed in a workplace environ-
ment, and to gain greater independence and 
quality of life. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking Mr. Plattner for 
his heartfelt commitment to improving the lives 
of those with disabilities and in wishing him 
well in his retirement. 
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HONORING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SAINT PATRICK PAR-
ISH 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 25, 2013 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Saint Patrick Parish in 
Chatham, New Jersey, which is celebrating its 
125th Anniversary in January of 2013. 

The Township of Chatham gained a local, 
stable Irish population in response to the ter-
rible potato famine in Ireland, in the 1840s. 
These Catholic families picked up and settled 
in Chatham, regularly attending mass in a 
local Madison Parish. However, these immi-
grants decided they needed a local parochial 
school for their children since all other options 
were deemed to be too far. The St. Patrick 
Catholic School was incorporated in 1875, fol-
lowed by the completion of a new building for 
parishioners in 1887, marking the birth of the 
St. Patrick Parish. After renovations due to 
fires in the early 20th century, the Parish built 
a new church in 1955. As the church contin-
ued to grow, it decided to establish a new Par-
ish Center in 1989 which would house a rec-
tory, convent and youth ministry in addition to 
providing resources for program expansion. 
This center, in 2009, was named after the late, 
beloved Father Hinds. 

The demographics of the once predomi-
nantly Irish church have grown significantly to 
include members of many different heritages 
such as Italian, Polish, Asian, and Hispanic 
that reside in Chatham. The parishioners have 
also begun several ministry programs such as 
Environmental Stewardship, Christmas in a 
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Box, Basket Bonanza, Cooking at Eva’s Vil-
lage in Paterson, and a Health Ministry pro-
viding information and assistance. The church 
is also very well known for its annual social 
events consisting of a St. Patrick’s Day Cele-
bration, an Oktoberfest Celebration, and a 
‘‘Breakfast with Santa’’ that aim to bring fami-
lies and friends together to enjoy the holidays. 
With the help of Msgr. Tom Coletta, St. Patrick 
Parish has become a sister church to Our Lad 
of Victories Parish in Paterson. The Catholic 
places of worship have garnered a shared 
spirituality through combined Masses, retreats, 
ministry training, and youth activities. 

St. Patrick Parish is recognized as one of 
the strongest religious institutions in Morris 
County. Having encountered much adversity 
through the years, the members of the Parish 
have always been able to guide themselves 
through the hardships with their strong bond of 
community and unwavering faith. The St. Pat-
rick Catholic School has provided the Chat-
ham Catholic community with an excellent op-
portunity to obtain education and faith for 
young men and women of the community. 

Former St. Patrick pastors: Bishop Dominic 
Marconi of Newark, Monsignor Ronald 
Amandolare, and Monsignor John J. Carroll 
frequently celebrate mass with the church to 
honor its parishioners and their departed, 
good friend Father Edward Hinds. This col-
laboration has been led by current pastor, Fa-
ther Robert Mitchell. The contagious, unbreak-
able connection can be defined by Father 
Mitchell’s description of the members of his 
parish: ‘‘All who find a home at St. Patrick’s 
share a common bond that unites them 
through joys and sorrows, challenges, sur-
prises and the success and failures of life. 
This makes real the wisdom of our founding 
members and the generosity of those who fol-
lowed.’’ Through this message, the community 
has built long-lasting relationships. 

Mister Speaker, I ask you and your col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the Saint 
Patrick Parish as it celebrates its 125th Anni-
versary. 
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IN HONOR OF ALPHA KAPPA 
ALPHA GOLDEN SOROR MAGGIE 
PARRISH WILLIAMS 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, January 25, 2013 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to extend my sincerest congratulations 
to Golden Soror Maggie Parrish Williams of 
the Gamma Tau Omega Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. for fifty years of 
service to this great sisterhood. A reception 
will be held in her honor on Saturday, January 
26, 2013 at 4:00 p.m. at the Columbus Com-
munity Center in Columbus, Georgia. 

Born in Swainsboro, Georgia to the late 
Ruben and Anna Gibbons Parrish, Mrs. Wil-
liams is the eighth of thirteen children. She 
graduated with honors from Emmanuel County 
High School in 1961 and went on to attend 
The Fort Valley State University in Fort Valley, 
Georgia. While a student at Fort Valley State, 
she participated in the Drama Club and Cho-
rus, all while maintaining an above average 
GPA. As a sophomore, she was initiated into 
the Alpha Beta Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc. on November 10, 1962. 

After graduating from Fort Valley State in 
1965 with a Bachelor’s degree in Science in 
Education and minors in Science and Mathe-
matics, she was awarded the National Science 
Foundation grant to continue her studies at 
the University of Detroit, where she earned a 
Master’s of Art in the Teaching of Mathematics 
in 1971. Her still unquenched thirst for knowl-
edge and education led Mrs. Williams to com-
plete additional coursework at Colgate Univer-
sity in Hamilton, New York, Georgia State Uni-
versity in Atlanta, Georgia, and Columbus 
State University in Columbus, Georgia. 

In 1965, Mrs. Williams worked as a Mathe-
matics teacher at Pineville High School in Val-
dosta, Georgia. In 1967, she moved to Colum-
bus, where she worked as a Mathematics 
teacher at George Washington Carver High 
School. In 1969, she met the love of her life, 
the late Mark A. Williams, and they were mar-
ried in 1970. They were married for over 41 
years. 

Mrs. Williams continued her service to the 
Muscogee County School District as a Mathe-
matics teacher at Kendrick High School, Roth-
schild Middle School and Spencer High 
School. She retired in 2002 after 37 years of 
devotedly teaching and mentoring young 
adults and children. 

While teaching in Muscogee County, Mrs. 
Williams joined Gamma Tau Omega, a grad-
uate chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc., in 1972. She has faithfully supported and 
made various contributions to sorority activities 
and events such as city-wide tutorial pro-
grams, the Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party, 
and Founder’s Day. Mrs. Williams has sup-
ported scholarships and awards for deserving 
high school seniors in Columbus and sur-
rounding areas through the chapter’s founda-
tion, SISTERS, Inc. She has also served on 
the Archives, Leadership, Programs and Herit-
age committees. Through the years, she has 
made generous donations to the chapter, in-
cluding donations she made in the 1970s to-
ward the purchase of the first Gamma Tau 
Omega sorority house on Broadway, and 
other chapter-owned properties in Columbus. 

In addition to her work and service through 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Mrs. Wil-
liams has been a devoted member of First Af-
rican Baptist Church in Columbus for well over 
41 years. She has served and still serves in 
many ministries, including the General Mission 
Society, the Senior Choir, the Deaconesses, 
the Budget and Finance Committee and Re-
bekah Mission Circle, where she served as 
Secretary for nine years. She has achieved 
the status of ‘‘life member’’ in several organi-
zations, including Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc., the Fort Valley State University National 
Alumni Association, Inc., and the Georgia 
Teachers of Mathematics. She is also a mem-
ber of the Muscogee County Retired Edu-
cators Association, the Georgia Retired Edu-
cators Association, United Way of the Chat-
tahoochee Valley, and the Urban League. 

The presence of Alpha Kappa Alpha is evi-
dent in Mrs. Williams’ family. Her only daugh-
ter, Monica Williams Smith, followed in her 
mother’s footsteps and was initiated into the 
Kappa Upsilon Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
at Valdosta State University in 1996. Her sis-
ter-in-law, Marguerite Parrish, and four nieces, 
Yvonne Prater, Vanessa Parish, Tiffany Par-
rish and Bakia Parrish, have also all been initi-
ated into the great sisterhood. 

Mrs. Williams lives by the following words: 
‘‘Our God has done great things for all people 

and we should strive to love more and con-
tinue to help each other through Jesus Christ 
Our Savior.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in paying tribute to an outstanding cit-
izen and woman of faith, Mrs. Maggie Parrish 
Williams, as she is honored for her fifty years 
of dedicated service to Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc. and the Columbus, Georgia com-
munity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL D. 
FEZZEY’S COMMITMENT AND 
SERVICE TO THE GREATER DE-
TROIT AREA OF MICHIGAN 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 25, 2013 

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor long time philanthropist 
and community advocate Michael Fezzey for 
his deep commitment and years of service to 
the Greater Detroit area. I’ve had the honor of 
knowing and working with Mike for many 
years. 

Currently, Mike Fezzey is the president of 
Huntington National Bank’s East Michigan re-
gion. Prior to joining Huntington, Mike was the 
president and general manager of WJR–AM 
radio. In addition to leading WJR from 1994 
through 2010, he also launched and ran Radio 
Disney Detroit programming for ABC. 

A native of Detroit, Mike’s service to the 
community has been broad based with par-
ticular emphasis on improving the region’s 
philanthropic giving and the image and reputa-
tion of Southeast Michigan. He has served on 
a number of boards including Cornerstone 
Schools, New Detroit, the Children’s Center, 
Habitat for Humanity, the Detroit Economic 
Club, the Parade Company, For the Kids 
Foundation, Sweet Dreamzzz Detroit and For-
gotten Harvest. Mike is the former chair of the 
Detroit Regional Chamber’s marketing com-
mittee and former president of the Detroit Ad-
vertising Association. 

In his role with WJR, Mike earned the pres-
tigious Peabody Award from the University of 
Georgia and the Neil Shine award for philan-
thropy in journalism. He and his wife were 
awarded the John Dingell Heroes for Babies 
award in 2010 and were the Michigan Arthritis 
Foundation’s Tribute to Excellence honorees 
in 2011. Mike also holds an Honorary Doc-
torate in Public Service from Central Michigan 
University and was named a John Aldinger 
Honorary Professor by Michigan State Univer-
sity in 2008. 

In his current position at Huntington Bank, 
Mike Fezzey was instrumental in creating a 
public private partnership that included Hun-
tington Bank, the city of Hamtramck, state offi-
cials, the Greater Metropolitan Association of 
Realtors and the Michigan Association of 
Home Builders. This partnership produced a 
$50-million initiative to complete construction 
of 104 homes around Hamtramck. This initia-
tive fulfilled the federal court-ordered construc-
tion of 200 single-family homes that stemmed 
from a decades-long racial discrimination law-
suit. Under Mike’s leadership, Huntington 
Bank was the only financial institution to help 
resolve this oldest housing discrimination law-
suit in America. 
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