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HONORING JONATHAN P.
WEMHOFF

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 24, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Jonathan P.
Wemhoff. Jonathan is a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
180, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Jonathan has been very active with his
troop, participating in many scout activities.
Over the many years Jonathan has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Jonathan has contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Jonathan P. Wemhoff for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

LABEAT ALIJA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 24, 2013

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Labeat Alija
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Labeat Alija is
a 12th grader at Pomona High School and re-
ceived this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Labeat
Alija is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Labeat Alija for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future
accomplishments.

HONORING MIGUEL MARTINEZ

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 24, 2013

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
the hard work and contributions of Miguel Mar-
tinez, a valued member of my staff.

For the past four years, Miguel has served
as my tax and benefits counsel; he is my key
staff person for Ways and Means Committee
tax, retirement, and pension policy. In addition
to handling financial services and small busi-
ness issues, Miguel is a passionate advocate
and advisor on LGBT issues and immigration
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reform. It is rare to find a person who not only
understands these complicated issues, but
can also simplify their importance for the aver-
age person. He is an intellectual with a soul.

We were lucky to find Miguel, who treats
every one of my constituents with dignity, re-
spect, and welcomes them with true southern
hospitality. An Atlanta native with Caribbean
roots in Puerto Rico, Miguel graduated from
Emory University and American University’s
Washington College of Law. Before joining my
office, he practiced tax, employee benefit, and
commercial transaction at Paley Rothman Law
Firm.

Together, we have worked on countless
successes—Ilike a tax relief bill for workers af-
fected by airline bankruptcies, improvements
and extensions of the homebuyer tax credit,
fighting for small businesses and low-income
individuals in the tax code. Simply said, Mr.
Speaker, Miguel is one of the best congres-
sional staffers with whom | have ever had the
privilege and honor of working.

Although Miguel is leaving my office to be-
come the Director of Government Relations
and Tax Counsel for the Information Tech-
nology Industry Council (ITl), he will always
remain a part of the John Lewis family. | wish
him continued success and happiness in his
future endeavors.

———

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HOSPITAL FOR SPE-
CIAL SURGERY

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 24, 2013

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to rec-
ognize the 150th anniversary of Hospital for
Special Surgery (HSS), which will be cele-
brated on May 1, 2013. The hospital, which is
located in my district on the Upper East Side
of Manhattan, was established in 1863 as a
28-bed hospital for children with severe dis-
abilities and has grown to become an inter-
national leader in  orthopedics and
rheumatology for children and adults. It has
been ranked #1 in the country for orthopedics
for three consecutive years by U.S. News &
World Report and has been among the top
ranked hospitals in  orthopedics and
rheumatology for 22 consecutive years.
Through its long and successful history, HSS
has always maintained its specialized focus on
improving patients’ quality of life and getting
them back to work and leisure. Today, the
skilled medical staff at HSS perform some
27,000 surgeries each year, helping patients
from across the United States and around the
world maintain active lives.

Demand for the hospital’'s services has al-
most doubled in the past six years, and | am
confident that this trend will accelerate as peo-
ple of all ages live more actively than ever be-
fore. People travel far and wide for the unsur-
passed level of care provided by the hos-
pital—in 2012, patients came from every state
and 90 countries. HSS physicians are the offi-
cial team doctors for the New York Giants,
New York Mets, New York Knicks, Brooklyn
Nets, New York Liberty, and New York Red
Bulls. Despite these high-profile relationships,
everyday athletes and non-athletes are treated
the same as elite athletes at the hospital.
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HSS nurses have been widely recognized
for their excellence and caring. In 2012, Hos-
pital for Special Surgery became the first hos-
pital in New York State to earn Magnet Rec-
ognition by the American Nurses Credentialing
Center—the nation’s highest honor for nursing
excellence for the third consecutive time.

In addition to outstanding clinical care, HSS
conducts research that directly improves the
lives of people with arthritis, mobility disorders,
severe injuries, and autoimmune diseases. For
example, in the 1970s a team of HSS sur-
geons and engineers pioneered the first mod-
ern total knee implant, called the total condylar
knee, which led the way for millions of people
with advanced knee arthritis to live active lives
with limited pain. More recently, the modular
shoulder replacement and other significant
HSS implant designs improved the lives of so
many more. HSS scientists continue to make
breakthrough discoveries about the causes of
autoimmune diseases, providing exciting new
opportunities for drug therapies.

Building on a rich legacy of pioneering
achievement in the fields of orthopedics and
rheumatology, HSS will meet the future with
the same unwavering commitment to fulfill its
mission in patient care, research, and edu-
cation it has exhibited in the last 150 years.
HSS is dedicated to finding new solutions to
improve the lives of patients by striving for the
highest levels of quality, making discoveries in
the laboratory, pursuing innovative tech-
nologies, and training physicians who will influ-
ence and lead the fields of orthopedics and
rheumatology around the world.

Hospital for Special Surgery’s unique culture
of excellence and dedication to patients con-
tinues to be its strength, and will ensure its
success in the future. | congratulate the hos-
pital on this important anniversary and invite
Members to join me in extending appreciation
for its past, present, and future accomplish-
ments.

——————

HONORING JOHN PATRICK RYAN
DWIGGINS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 24, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize John Patrick Ryan
Dwiggins. Jack is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 81,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Jack has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Jack has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Jack
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Jack created and in-
stalled glow-in-the-dark pull chains for the call
lights at a local nursing home.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending John Patrick Ryan Dwiggins for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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MARIA HERNANDEZ

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 24, 2013

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Maria Her-
nandez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Maria
Hernandez is a 12th grader at Jefferson High
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Maria Her-
nandez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Maria Hernandez for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

COMMEMORATING THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

HON. DEVIN NUNES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 24, 2013

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the Armenian Genocide, one of
the bloodiest, most tragic occurrences of the
twentieth century.

In 1915, the Ottoman Empire began imple-
menting a program to systematically extermi-
nate its Armenian population. Committing
crimes so vast that they nearly defy belief, the
Ottomans resorted to death marches, human
burnings, mass starvation, extermination
camps, and other outrages that still shock the
human conscience. More than a million people
were slaughtered in the carnage.

It is hard to image anyone today visiting Ar-
menia’s Tzidzemagapert, the genocide monu-
ment and memorial, without being shaken by
the experience, as | was. The site is a perma-
nent reminder of the horrifying depravity man-
kind is capable of when unshackled from any
notion of mercy or compassion.

That the Armenian people could recover
from such a tragedy, and recover from the en-
suing decades of Soviet rule, to establish an
independent state in which they control their
own destiny, is a tribute to the amazing resil-
iency and love of freedom harbored by the Ar-
menian nation.

On this anniversary of the beginning of the
Genocide, let us remember and honor the vic-
tims of this terrible crime.

IN MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE
JAMES EDWARD SHEFFIELD

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 24, 2013

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor and remember the Honorable
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James Edward Sheffield—husband, father,
trailblazer, airman, judge, lawyer, law pro-
fessor, community leader, humanitarian and
friend. Judge Sheffield left this world on March
28, 2013, at age 80. He is survived by his wife
of 56 years, Patricia Allen Sheffield, two
daughters, Joi Elisa Sheffield and Shari Leta
Sheffield, both lawyers, and a host of family
members and friends.

Born during the Great Depression in Hot
Springs, Ark., he was one of nine children of
a railroad Pullman porter's family. He worked
his way through junior college and three other
college-level schools, including the University
of lllinois, where he earned a bachelor's de-
gree in political science in 1955. He served
372 years in the Air Force and was honorably
discharged in 1959.

He was a district executive with the Fred-
erick Douglass District of the Robert E. Lee
Council, Boy Scouts of America, in Richmond
from 1959 to 1963, responsible for providing
the Scouting program to the African-American
community. While also an honor law student
at Howard University, he clerked for the chief
counsel of the U.S. Commission. on Civil
Rights in Washington, D.C. He also clerked for
Spottswood Robinson, the first African Amer-
ican judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for
Washington, D.C., and Dean of the Howard
Law School.

In 1963, Judge Sheffield earned a law de-
gree from the Howard University Law School.
From 1963 to 1965, he worked in U.S. Attor-
ney General Robert F. Kennedy’s Honor Pro-
gram at the U.S. Department of Justice, Court
of Claims Section, in Washington, D.D. rep-
resenting the federal government in litigation
brought against it. Following his tenure there,
he returned to Richmond and set up a law
practice. And from September 1964 to late
1966, he was a full-time law professor at the
Howard University Law School. Thereafter, he
returned to Richmond to resume the practice
of law.

In 1974, he became the first African-Amer-
ican Judge in Virginia. He was appointed by
then Governor Mills E. Godwin, Jr., to the
Richmond Circuit Court to fill an un-expired
term created by an appointment from that
court to the Virginia Supreme Court. He was
subsequently elected by the Virginia General
Assembly to a full-term on the Circuit Court
and was later elected Chief Judge of the Court
by his 7 peers.

Judge Sheffield was a member of the Vir-
ginia State Bar and the District of Columbia
Bar, and served as President of the Old Do-
minion Bar Association. He also served as an
assistant professor of law at the University of
Richmond’s T.C. Williams School of Law and
as lecturer at the University of Virginia School
of Law.

In 1980, President jimmy Carter nominated
him for a federal judgeship for the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. How-
ever, due to the strength of racism still affect-
ing our Senate representatives at that time, he
was not confirmed.

In 1984, judge Sheffield resigned from the
Circuit Court to return to the practice of law.
Shortly thereafter, he became a partner in the
law firm of Little, Parsley & Myelitis, PC, in
Richmond, and in later years returned to solo
practice in the Jackson Ward section of Rich-
mond.

Judge Sheffield was very active in civic af-
fairs in the Richmond community and beyond.
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A member of the Ebenezer Baptist Church, he
was chairman of the church’s Board of Trust-
ees and Chairman of its Building Council. He
was also on the Board of Directors of
Chippenham Hospital and Children’s Hospital
in Richmond, was a 32nd degree Mason, a
member of the Downtown Club of Richmond,
the Focus Club, The Guardsmen, Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, the N.A.A.C.P., the Rich-
mond First Club, the Richmond Urban League,
the Richmond Urban Forum and was the
1982-83 Regional Sire Archon of the South-
east Region of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity (Alpha
Beta Boule). He was also a member of the
Board of Visitors of Virginia Commonwealth
University and a member of the Board of
Trustees for St. Paul’s College.

Judge Sheffield was the recipient of numer-
ous honors and awards, some of which in-
clude: the Citizenship Award, Astoria Bene-
ficial Club, 1974; Citizenship and Service
Award, King Solomon Lodge No. 27, Free and
Accepted Masons, 1974; Citizen of the Year
Award, Phi Phi Chapter, Omega Psi Phi Fra-
ternity, 1975; Model Judiciary Program Partici-
pation Award, YMCA, 1977; Citizenship
Award, Lynchburg Chapter of the N.A.A.C.P.,
1979; John Mercer Langston Outstanding
Alumnus Award for 1980, Howard University
School of Law Student Bar Association; and
the Kenneth David Kaunda Award for Human-
ism, at the United Nations, from Zambia,
1981. At the request of the Nigerian govern-
ment, Judge Sheffield delivered a paper to Ni-
gerian judges comparing that nation’s constitu-
tion to that of the U.S., and was a member of
a delegation of constitutional experts and ju-
rists invited to help Nigeria transition from mili-
tary rule to the rule of law under a constitution.

Judge Sheffield will be missed, not only by
family and friends, but also by the many peo-
ple who benefitted from his legal expertise on
the bench, in the private practice of law, as a
law professor, and by his good works in the
Richmond community and beyond. In accom-
plishments as well as contributions, he was a
giant among us.

HONORING SKYLER EVAN THOMAS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 24, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Skyler Evan
Thomas. Skyler is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 81,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Skyler has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Skyler has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
Skyler has contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project. Skyler did
painting and remodeling work at Macon Diver-
sified Industries, the home of the local shel-
tered workshop for those with developmental
disabilities, in Macon, Missouri.
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