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Judith plans to retire from her current posi-
tion as a liaison between the CRS and the
House of Representatives on May 3, 2013,
and hopes to spend more time with her hus-
band golfing and traveling.

I am honored to pay tribute today to Judith
Frazier-Thompson and her long and distin-
guished career in service to his great Nation.
She will be greatly missed on Capitol Hill, and
| join in wishing her the best in her retirement.

PROTECTING ACCESS TO HIGH
QUALITY AND COST EFFECTIVE
HEALTHCARE SERVICES

HON. MARK E. AMODEI

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2013

Mr. AMODEI. Mr. Speaker, true healthcare
reform will lower costs, improve care, provide
greater patient choice, and increase access to
care for all Americans. Congress missed an
opportunity in 2010 to achieve these goals in
the extensive legislation enacted by Demo-
crats. As a result, we must go back to the
drawing board and consider real options to ad-
dress the rising costs in our healthcare sys-
tem. As we pursue these goals, we should
look to solutions that have already been effec-
tive in reducing costs and meeting the needs
of patients.

Skilled home healthcare is one example of
the type of effective care that Congress should
protect. In 1972, the US Department of Vet-
erans Affairs established the Home Based Pri-
mary Care Program (HBPC) in order to meet
the needs of its growing population of chron-
ically ill veterans. This program established a
novel and creative model of care for the VA’s
growing population of chronically ill Veterans—
providing skilled and high quality care to these
patients, and promoting their independence by
providing this care to patients in their own
homes.

The results of this program have been re-
markable. Studies show that this program has
provided high quality care and resulted in
great satisfaction among patients. What is
truly impressive, though, is that this program
resulted in a substantial reduction in nursing
home stays and hospitalizations for its pro-
gram participants. The HBPC has achieved a
62 percent reduction in inpatient hospital days
and an 88 percent reduction in nursing home
days, achieving a 24 percent REDUCTION IN
TOTAL COSTS.

| am not aware of any reform to our
healthcare system or to Medicare that has
ever achieved similar results. We must reform
the Medicare program because it is not sol-
vent in its current form, and will reach insol-
vency by 2024. As we consider reform to the
Medicare program, | believe that we should be
incentivizing cost-effective and high quality
services that show results. | urge my col-
leagues to look to the success of the HBPC at
the Veterans Administration as a possible
model for how Medicare can provide high
quality care and lower costs.

Forty years of data from the HBPC program
proves that many medical treatments that
were once offered only in a hospital or a phy-
sician’s office are now being safely, effectively,
and much more cost-efficiently provided in pa-
tients’ homes. These services are typically
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less expensive, more convenient, and as ef-
fective as care provided in a hospital or skilled
nursing facility. The success of the Home
Based Primary Care program at the VA is evi-
dence that skilled home healthcare not only is
good for seniors, but also good for taxpayers.
Mr. Speaker, skilled home healthcare is an
asset that we need to fully utilize in order to
further reduce costs in our Nation’s healthcare
system. As Congress works to improve our
healthcare delivery system, we should avoid
changes to the Medicare program that would
limit patient access to proven and cost effec-
tive services like skilled home healthcare.

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SAN LUIS OBISPO
COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
DISTRICT’S CUESTA COLLEGE

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2013

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the San
Luis Obispo County Community College Dis-
trict’s Cuesta College.

On April 16, 1963, the San Luis Obispo
Community College District was established
by local voters to serve the residents of the
Central Coast. Its first classes were provided
in 1964, and it became a fully operational
campus and was given the name Cuesta Col-
lege in 1965. Ground was broken for Cuesta’s
first permanent buildings in 1970, and since
that time, the San Luis Obispo campus has
flourished into a high—quality, well-equipped
and dynamic institution of higher learning.

Cuesta College expanded to include a North
County Campus in Paso Robles in 1998 and
now offers off-campus evening instruction at
its South County Center in Arroyo Grande. In
addition to its academic course offerings,
Cuesta provides technical, vocational, and
continuing education programs to better serve
a variety of students throughout the county.
Cuesta College now serves more than 11,000
students among all its campuses.

Cuesta College is a source of great pride for
San Luis Obispo County and the entire Cen-
tral Coast. | commend its faculty, administra-
tion and other teaching staff for their commit-
ment to excellence and dedication to the stu-
dents they serve.

Today, | congratulate Cuesta on 50 suc-
cessful years in providing high—quality edu-
cational resources to Central Coast students.
I am honored to represent such an esteemed
institution and look forward to seeing the im-
portant and innovative resources Cuesta will
continue to provide to our local students in the
years to come.

———

HONORING GRADUATING HIGH
SCHOOL SENIORS FOR THEIR DE-
CISION TO SERVE THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA AS A MEM-
BER OF THE ARMED FORCES

HON. PATRICK MURPHY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2013

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr Speaker, | rise
today to honor 117 high school seniors and
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members of the JROTC from the Treasure
Coast and Palm Beaches for their commend-
able decision to enlist in the United States
Armed Forces. Of these 117 enlistees, 71 are
Army enlistees, 12 are Navy enlistees, 21 are
Marine Corps enlistees, and 13 are Air Force
enlistees. These young men and women have
shown bravery and courage in their dedication
to defend our country. It is important they
know that they have the full support of the
United States House of Representatives and
the American people. It is the dedication of
these individuals which reminds us that though
diverse problems may lie ahead, the United
States remains a shining example of strength
and freedom in an often divided world.

The service of these young men and
women must not go unrecognized. | want to
personally thank these 117 local graduating
seniors for their selflessness and commitment
to our Nation by naming them here today:
Charles Ballard, Joshua Blair, Colin Cervinsky,
Kyle Crouch, Tyler Stone, Christopher Wentz,
Johan Yardan, Frank Fuggetta, Mikayla
Sulzer, Rodrigo Chong, Ricardo Ortega, Cory
Dougherty, Joseph Evens, Robert Oliver, Kalib
Perkins, Nathan White, Romahd Holman,
Oscar Caceres, Cody Clendenin, Vanessa
Dorrington, Miranda Egan, Samuel Hsu, Troy
Macmillan, Kyleb Schenck, Anthony Tate, Mi-
chael Vanderburg, Tyler Wahl, Holsinger
Kauffman, Alexander Lugo, Kyle Noel, Colton
Picazio, Thomas Burns, Kyle Hale, Christien
Lashinsky, John Sawtell, Andrew Schwier,
Brittany  Block, Irving Cintron, Randy
Fernandez, Kevin Gama, Michell Holsinger,
Michael Masters, Nicholas Morris, Delgado
Ojeda, Anthony Rodriguez, Venezya
Synakorn, Ronald Ferriera, Antoinette John-
son, Dyonn Lawrence, Delvaughn Marshall,
Christian Prados, Traveon Stewart, Victoria
Faulkner, Amanda Parsons, Scarlet
Maldonado, Hayde Mickley, Cody Ehrland,
Justin Thomas, Sergio Duque, Dominic Gard-
ner, Yesenia Munoz, Audrey Wila, Lion Rojo,
Meaghan Parish, Aaron Humyn, Brian
Borgman, Joseph Riggio, Helena Thompson,
Jairo Herrera, Nathan Smith, Shawn Gaines,
Taphawah Thompson, Carlos Cabrera, Andres
Chajud, Bradley Harpster, Matthew Cancino,
Richard Jean Baptiste, Austin Mena, Matthew
Cancino, Dany Salazar, Austin Sullivan, Juan
Pepper, Julian Vazquez, Issac Velasquez,
Matthew Colson, Kelsey Canapary, Connor
John O’Donnell, Bryan Keoskie, Joseph
Mazza, Anthony Armeli, Jamie Miller, Elena
Jovanov, Shamsiddine EI-Nil, Daniel Rubino,
Deanne Collins, Yoshpal Harrow, Andrew
Mills, Justin Kaufman, James Dixon, Cadlynne
Dunhill, David Quintero, Dontrail Durden,
Zachary Mccourt, Francisco Bacilio, Shivon
Brijnath, Christopher Lopresti, Marcos Pinon,
Zachary Porter, Breyer Bullock, Luis Damian,
Katrina Williams, Shaklia Housen, Alex
Slusher, Aaliyah Jackson, Ameen Sardar,
Jason Audette, and Henry Paulk Ill. All will be
recognized on May 9th at the Our Community
Salutes event in Palm Beach Gardens.

These young men and women have shown
bravery and courage in their dedication to de-
fend our country. It is important they know that
they have the full support of the United States
House of Representatives and the American
people. It is the dedication of these individuals
which reminds us that though diverse prob-
lems may lie ahead, the United States re-
mains a shining example of strength and free-
dom in an often divided world.
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Mr. Speaker, we owe a debt of gratitude to
each and every one of them and to all who
defend our freedom by serving in the United
States Armed Forces. It is my honor to recog-
nize these young leaders here today.

—

HONORING THE SERVICE OF HUGH
M. FLANAGAN

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Judge Hugh Michael Flanagan who will
retire from the Merced County Superior Court
after thirteen years of service. His service and
dedication to the people of central California is
to be commended.

Judge Flanagan was raised in Fortville, Indi-
ana where he completed his grammar and
high school education. He received his Bach-
elor's degree in Engineering from Purdue Uni-
versity and his Master's degree in Engineering
from Michigan State University. Judge Flana-
gan is also a graduate with distinction from the
U.S. Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Is-
land.

While in the United States Navy, Judge
Flanagan worked as a Senior Systems Engi-
neer with the Deep Submarine Rescue Vehi-
cle Program and the Omega Navigation Sys-
tem. He completed his career with the United
States Navy as a Captain, JAGC, USNR. Fol-
lowing his service in the military, Judge Flana-
gan earned his law degree from Loyola Law
School in Los Angeles. He worked as a lawyer
for five years in Los Angeles before opening
his private practice law firm in Merced in 1975,
which he maintained for 25 years. He was
elected to the Merced County Superior Court
in 2000, where he was able to continue his
lifelong tradition of public service.

Being an active member of his community is
something of utmost importance to Judge
Flanagan. He is a Past President of the
Merced County Bar Association and the
Merced Rotary Club and has been active in
numerous other civic organizations and fund-
raising activities. His invaluable service to our
community illustrates his helpful nature and
commitment to the betterment of Merced
County.

In 1962, Judge Flanagan married his beau-
tiful wife, Norma Colegrove Flanagan in
Champaign, lllinois. Together, they have four
grown, married sons and six grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring Judge Hugh Michael Flanagan
for his efforts and dedication to the Superior
Court of California and the County of Merced.
He exemplifies the best of what our nation has
to offer and his dedication to justice is truly
admirable.

TRASH REDUCTION ACT OF 2013

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 23, 2013
Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, our 315 million

American citizens throw away nearly 496 bil-
lion pounds of trash each year, a staggering
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amount by any analysis. And a sizable con-
tribution is from disposable items, including
plastic and paper bags. That's why today, one
day after Earth Day, | am introducing the
“Trash Reduction Act of 2013” along with my
colleagues Representatives ELEANOR HOLMES
NORTON, EARL BLUMENAUER and JOHN
GARAMENDI.

The legislation is modeled after the District
of Columbia’s “bag tax.” Five cents would be
levied on each disposable paper or plastic
bag. Revenue from the tax would support the
Land and Water Conservation Fund.

Just how bad is the trash problem? Accord-
ing to the U.S. EPA, the average American
throws away about 4.4 pounds of trash each
day or 1,600 pounds per year. That's nearly
248 million tons of American garbage each
year. To put that in perspective, it's enough
trash to fill a football-field-sized hole over 93
miles deep. Or create a similar-sized stack of
garbage that reaches low earth orbit. This
amount of trash could cover the state of Texas
two and a half times or fill enough trash trucks
to form a line to the moon.

We consume an estimated 12 million barrels
of oil and copious amounts of natural gas an-
nually to make plastic bags that are used once
or twice, then tossed into the garbage. The
U.S. International Trade Commission reported
in 2009 that 102 billion plastic bags were used
in the U.S. Much of the oil and natural gas
used in those bags comes from foreign coun-
tries and it's all non-renewable. Once it's used
for plastic bags and thrown away, that energy
is gone forever.

Disposable paper bags are no better. In
1999, 14 million trees were cut to produce the
10 billion paper grocery bags used by Ameri-
cans that year alone. Paper and paperboard
products made up 28.5 percent of the munic-
ipal waste discarded in 2010—more than any
other type of refuse measured by tonnage. Ac-
cording to the Environmental Paper Network,
the pulp and paper industry is the fourth larg-
est emitter of greenhouse gases among man-
ufacturing industries, contributing 9 percent of
total manufacturing-related carbon dioxide
emissions. Most of energy use comes from
powering paper mills.

There is no doubt that disposable retail
plastic and paper bags are bad for the envi-
ronment. Both paper and plastic bags con-
sume valuable natural resources, generate
profuse waste, and pollute the environment.
They keep us dependent on nonrenewable re-
sources like foreign oil and impose burdens
that Americans bear in the form of higher gar-
bage costs, visual blight, and the destruction
of wildlife. Millions of animals are entangled in
or ingest plastic waste. That same waste
leaches toxins into the ground and our drink-
ing water.

While recycling efforts should be applauded,
recycling rates are dismally low. Only between
one and three percent of all plastic bags are
recycled, with a slightly higher ten to 15 per-
cent paper-bag-recycling rate. Plus, the recy-
cling process uses energy, water, and gen-
erates additional greenhouse gasses.

But we can do something about this gar-
gantuan garbage nightmare. We can reduce
the number of bags we use with market-based
incentives. Requiring shoppers to internalize
the costs of disposable bags has been shown
to dramatically reduce their use and substan-
tially increase reusable bag utilization. For ex-
ample, after placing a fee on plastic bags, Ire-
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land reportedly reduced consumption by 90
percent. China, after banning the use of ultra-
thin plastic bags, is estimated to have elimi-
nated 40 billion bags in the first year.

Critics have called this a regressive tax that
falls on poor communities. This is simply un-
true. Wealthy Americans consume substan-
tially more resources and disposable shopping
bags than the poor. Additionally, Americans of
all incomes can purchase or be given a reus-
able bag and avoid this fee altogether. Plus,
this fee is good for business. Business will be
able to recoup their investment of time and ef-
fort through a tax credit and profits from reus-
able bag sales.

One need look no further than the District of
Columbia to measure success. In 2009 the
District imposed a five-cent tax on plastic bags
that led to spectacular reductions in dispos-
able bag use. The number of plastic bags
dropped from the 2009 monthly average of
22.5 million to just 3 million per month by the
end of 2010. River cleanup volunteers re-
ported over a 60 percent decrease in the vol-
ume of plastic bags they collected during
cleanup activities—and this was only three
months after the fee took effect.

D.C. businesses approve of the fee as well.
78 percent of businesses interviewed report
either a positive or neutral impact on their
business. People keep shopping and keep
buying. 58 percent of D.C. business owners
say the law has not affected their sales. And
it's those dire predictions of falling sales that
were used to scare business owners into op-
posing the fee. It's one of the many false pre-
dictions of bag-fee opponents like the Amer-
ican Chemistry Council.

The public and many elected officials are
not always in sync with what we need to do
to improve this great country. High-pressure
lobbying by powerful chemical interests some-
times stops us from doing what's right. While
we can be proud of our environmental
achievements and landmark laws, we need to
do more to reduce our mountains of trash
madness. Nothing is more fitting for this year’s
Earth Day celebration than helping reduce
garbage.

This small disposable bag charge helps
people understand that paper and plastic bags
are not without cost. They impact the environ-
ment, support foreign dictators, and make Ev-
erest’s of trash. Our bill begins to shift Amer-
ica away from its current disposable culture
back to a simpler time when Americans under-
stood the value of reusing what they bought.

——

IN HONOR OF THE SIXTH GRADE
CLASS OF LAUREL SPRINGS
SCHOOL

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 23, 2013

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the efforts of the sixth grade class
of Laurel Springs School. These students took
it upon themselves to honor the centennial of
their hometown by writing and performing in a
historical play last week.

The sixth graders involved with putting on
the play to honor the history of their town are
Olivia Baldino, Kejsi Bocaj, William Brandley,
Elizabeth Brown, Joelle Burns, Craig Caruso,
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