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learned to quilt from her mother, Aolar Mosely,
and she worked over the years in a variety of
textile-related jobs. Mary Lee gathers design
ideas for her quilt art by looking at the world
around her. Anything—from people’s clothes
at church, to her barn, to quilts hanging on
clotheslines in front yards, to how the land
looks when she’s high above it in an air-
plane—can inspire her.

Mary Lee Bendolph has worked to promote
greater understanding of her community and
its unique art form. She has appeared on nu-
merous television and radio programs, and fig-
ured prominently in the PBS documentary
“The Quiltmakers of Gee’s Bend.” In 1999,
Mary Lee’s life was profiled in The Los Ange-
les Times by J.R. Moehringer in “Crossing
Over: Mary Lee’s Vision,” which was awarded
a Pulitzer Prize. Additionally, the main char-
acter Sadie Pettway in Elyzabeth Wilder’s play
“Gee’s Bend,” currently on tour, is based on
the life of Mary Lee Bendolph.

Loretta Pettway Bennett is a fifth-generation
quilter from Gee’s Bend, Alabama and one of
the youngest to continue handstitching quilts
in the renowned Gee’s Bend style. She is the
second of eight children and oldest daughter
of Tom O. and Qunnie Elizabeth Pettway Jr.
Loretta’s ancestry traces back to Dinah Miller,
a great-great-great grandmother who, accord-
ing to folklore and family history, was one of
the first slaves to have arrived in Gee’s Bend.
Loretta has over two dozen additional relatives
among the initial group of quilters, establishing
her as a bona fide member of what could be
considered America’s quilting royalty.

Loretta has stated that she came full circle,
back to her Gee’s Bend roots, when she made
a quilt in honor of her mother Qunnie Pettway,
who taught her to sew and quilt, and her cous-
in Arlonzia Pettway. “After that quilt, | went
into a zone where | was inspired to use really
bold colors and different types of materials to-
gether just like the generations of relatives be-
fore me, because they used what they had. |
added something else that my family espe-
cially loves, music and dancing. | was finally
there, using different shapes, sizes, colors and
textures. Just like my family, imperfect but still
a family.”

Most recently, the John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts featured the Gee’s
Bend Jazz Symphony in February 2013. Dur-
ing Black History Month 2013, the history of
the community of Gee’s Bend, and the spirit of
the women of the Gee’s Bend quilt art, was
brought to the nation by jazz pianist Jason
Moran, using music to help animate history
and interpret museum collections.

Mr. Speaker, | am beyond honored to rep-
resent the community of Gee’s Bend and
these two extraordinary artists. | look forward
to many more appearances in our nation’s
capital by these highly talented artists.

INTRODUCTION OF THE NUCLEAR
WEAPONS ABOLITION AND ECO-
NOMIC AND ENERGY CONVER-
SION ACT OF 2013

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2013

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | am in-
troducing the Nuclear Weapons Abolition and
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Economic and Energy Conversion Act of
2013, a version of which | have introduced
since 1994, after working with the District of
Columbia residents who were responsible for
the Nuclear Disarmament and Economic Con-
version ballot initiative passed by DC voters in
1993. This version of the bill now requires the
United States to negotiate an international
agreement to disable and dismantle its nuclear
weapons by 2020 and provides for strict con-
trol of fissile material and radioactive waste
and for use of nuclear-free energy. The bill
continues to provide that the funds used for
nuclear weapons programs be redirected to
human and infrastructure needs, such as
housing, health care, Social Security and the
environment, and it would take effect when the
President certifies to Congress that all coun-
tries possessing nuclear weapons have elimi-
nated such weapons. The bill is particularly
timely as Congress continues to make cuts to
important human and infrastructure programs
and as the world confronts concerns about nu-
clear proliferation to Iran and North Korea.

Following years of dangerous increases in
U.S. nuclear capacity during the George W.
Bush administration, President Barack Obama
has begun to rebuild U.S. credibility with his
goal of taking the necessary steps to achieve
a world without nuclear weapons. The presi-
dent’s strong push for the New START treaty
in 2010, when Republicans seemed adamant
on delaying it, resulted in ratification by the
Senate. The treaty requires the two major nu-
clear powers, Russia and the United States, to
continue to reduce nuclear weapons by mutu-
ally reducing their nuclear warheads by half
and their number of intercontinental ballistic
missiles and missile launchers, and, within 60
days of the treaty taking affect, on February 5,
2011, submit to on-site inspections of strategic
nuclear weapons facilities by the weapons ex-
perts of the other country.

Today, our country has a long list of urgent
domestic needs that have been put on the
back burner even though millions of Ameri-
cans have lost their homes and jobs and se-
questration has started. As the only nation that
has used nuclear weapons in war, and that
still possesses the largest nuclear weapons
arsenal, | urge support for my bill to help the
United States lead the world in redirecting
funds that would otherwise go to nuclear
weapons to be available for urgent domestic
needs.

———

CYBER INTELLIGENCE SHARING
AND PROTECTION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 17, 2013

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 624) to provide
for the sharing of certain cyber threat intel-
ligence and cyber threat information be-
tween the intelligence community and cy-
bersecurity entities, and for other purposes:

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Chair, cyberse-
curity experts in government and the private
sector agree that the biggest impediments to
strengthening cybersecurity are obstacles that
prevent the sharing of cyber threat informa-
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tion. The intent of the bill before the House,
H.R. 624, the Cyber Intelligence Sharing and
Protection Act (CISPA) is laudable in that it
eliminates some of those obstacles. Security
and privacy, however, should not be mutually
exclusive and CISPA does not go far enough
to protect privacy. This is the bottom line for
me, my constituents, and | hope the Obama
Administration, and why | oppose this legisla-
tion.

———

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT FOR
THE SMALL BUSINESS DISASTER
RELIEF AND RECOVERY ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2013

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce a bill that
would exempt loans from the credit union
member business lending cap that are made
after federally-declared natural disasters, in-
jecting much-needed funds into local commu-
nities when they need it most.

Superstorm Sandy caused enormous de-
struction throughout the Northeast, and
wildfires, hurricanes, and tornados have
wreaked similar havoc across the country.
Federal disaster assistance that flows after
each declaration of a disaster is essential but
not sufficient to get a region back on its feet.
I've heard from many small businesses about
their struggle to recover from Sandy. Counties
in eleven states and the District of Columbia
were declared major disaster areas by the
President during the storm.

That is why this bill is so important. It will
exempt credit union 'member business loans’
from the normal lending cap for a period of up
to five years after a natural disaster declara-
tion. This will enable credit unions to tempo-
rarily lend above their cap in any area where
there had been a federal declaration of dis-
aster.

Exempting these loans from the cap will
open up a new source of credit for struggling
small businesses and untie the hands of credit
unions that want to provide that assistance.
Credit unions are key members of the commu-
nities they serve and want to be there for
small businesses who need assistance recov-
ering from natural disasters. This bill will pro-
vide businesses a source of capital to help
them rebuild and recover.

Currently, under federal regulations, Federal
Credit Unions are each subject to a ceiling of
12.25% of their assets in business loans to
their members. As many credit unions ap-
proach that cap, they are unable to provide
needed capital to their communities.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation to help areas that so badly
need access to capital to help them recover.

———

HONORING THE WAYNE PUBLIC
LIBRARY’S 90TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 18, 2013
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today to honor the Wayne Public Library, lo-
cated in the Township of Wayne, Passaic
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County, New Jersey, which is celebrating its
90th Anniversary.

The Wayne Public Library was established
in December, 1922, after a discussion during
a meeting of the Mountain View Parent Teach-
er Association with Mrs. Grace Freeman, who
would become the President. The issue of the
need for a public library was raised, and fund-
raising efforts began. By June of 1923, after
canvassing the neighborhood and hosting a
tag day, $1,500 was raised, and 200 books
donated. Due to these efforts, on July 24,
1923, the new Mountain View Library and
Preakness Library officially opened.

As Wayne grew, and the collections of the
libraries increased, regulation and further or-
ganization was needed. In 1947, the citizens
of the Township of Wayne voted to establish
an “American Free Public Library, governed
by state laws which provided for a seven
member Board of Trustees including the
mayor of the town and the Superintendent of
Schools.” This governing body of the library
systems in Wayne still operates today.

This Board of Trustees and a Library Im-
provement Association recognized the need
for additional space to accommodate the col-
lections, as well as to provide other locations
to better serve Wayne residents. On Novem-
ber 6, 1962, they were able to facilitate the
passing of a referendum to provide funds for
a new central library building. They acquired a
lot on Nellis Drive, next to the Town Hall,
which allowed for an 11,000 square foot li-
brary, and on February 8, 1964, the
groundbreaking and building began. A few
years later, in 1967, a bookmobile was pur-
chased to serve the Wayne neighborhoods.
This held approximately 4,000 books, and was
in service for nearly twenty years.

Over the next fifteen years, the three
branches of the Wayne libraries underwent
changes to further accommodate the residents
and expanding collections. With the main li-
brary crowded with over 700,000 volumes, in
1972, an extra 16,000 square feet were
added. The new Preakness Branch was com-
pleted six years later, and in 1980, the Moun-
tain View Branch was also renovated, though
it would close twelve years later. In the latter
1990s, the Wayne Public Library was remod-
eled, and held it's grand opening on June 11,
2000.

The Wayne Public Library branches are
home to a variety of programs. Their spacious
meeting rooms are used for a variety of pur-
poses, including music, tutoring, and reading
programs, as well as presentations and
groups for children and young adults. For
adults, book discussion groups, computer,
English language, art classes, and writing
groups are all available. The meeting rooms
are also used by other groups, such as the
annual ballet performance for children by the
McKenna School of Dance. The Wayne Public
Library also hosts movie nights and viewings
for all three age groups at both locations. The
library offers to display artwork from the Town-
ship of Wayne as well.

The celebration of the Wayne Public Li-
brary’s 90th Anniversary, on April 20, 2013, in-
cludes a Wine Tasting and Art Auction Event,
featuring hors doeuvres, desserts, door
prizes, a raffle, and live music. The event is
sponsored by the Friends of the Wayne Public
Library.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the Wayne Public
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Library as they celebrate their 90th Anniver-
sary.

CELEBRATING FLORENCE
“FLOSSY”  KEESELY'S  99TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. LOIS FRANKEL
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 18, 2013

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate Florence “Flossy”
Keesely of Boca Raton, Florida, who turns 99
years old today.

Flossy is a vibrant and active member of
our community. In addition to her work cham-
pioning the arts in Boca Raton, she is active
in many local charities.

She is truly an exceptional woman who | am
proud to represent in Florida’s 22nd District. |
know | join with her friends and family in cele-
brating this wonderful milestone. | wish her
good health and continued success in the
coming year.

———————

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
NORTH WILKESBORO LIONS CLUB

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2013

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, on April 5, 1938,
the North Wilkesboro Lions Club was char-
tered in North Carolina.

Tomorrow members of the club, including
charter member Blair Gwyn, will celebrate
their 75th anniversary as an organization com-
mitted to the service of those in need.

For years, the North Wilkesboro Lions, like
Lions Clubs International, have devoted them-
selves to combating the problem of blindness.
The Record of Wilkes notes that our North
Wilkesboro’s Lions chapter provides eye
exams and glasses to the less fortunate, helps
support Camp Dogwood—a Lake Norman
summer camp for the visually impaired, spon-
sors a leader dogs program, and, in addition,
runs an annual book drive for literacy in
Wilkes County.

North Wilkesboro’s Lions work to raise
funds to support the blind through annual
broom sales, the Apple Festival’'s White Cane
Drive, food sales at Merle Fest, and regular
dues and donations from members.

For seventy-five years, North Wilkesboro
has been served by the contributions of its
Lions Club. | congratulate each North
Wilkesboro Lions Club Member on this monu-
mental anniversary.

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
ROBERT “BOB” JESSOP BEER

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 18, 2013
Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today | wish

to honor the legacy of Robert ‘Bob’ Jessop
Beer. Born on August 8, 1943 to Harry L. and
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Lucille Jessop Beer, Robert is a lifelong Hoo-
sier, proud family man, entrepreneur, and sol-
dier whose contributions have made a positive
impact on the Milford Community.

In 1962, Robert graduated from Warsaw
High School and proudly served his country as
a U.S. Army Reservist from 1964-1970. He
married his beautiful wife, Jacquelyn Craft, on
September 11, 1965, and together had eight
lovely children. Robert’s entrepreneurial spirit
led him to be the President and CEO of his
business, Beer's & Jessop’s Company, Inc.,
where he worked for many years.

Robert’s contributions stemmed far beyond
his immediate family and business, his pres-
ence was well-known to many Hoosiers in the
community. For more than 40 years, Robert
served as the precinct committeeman for Van
Buren Township and was the Chairman of the
Kosciusko County Board of Zoning Appeals.
Along with his civic duties, Robert was a past
patron of the Kosciusko Chapter 169 order of
the Eastern Star and a member of Kosciusko
Masonic Lodge 418 F&AM.

Robert leaves behind an incredible legacy
that will surely live on to inspire many Hoo-
siers in the community to lend a hand in the
community and help others. His family, includ-
ing his wife, Jacquelyn, children, and grand-
children will remain in my thoughts and pray-
ers during this difficult time.

| am honored to recognize the life of Robert
‘Bob’ Jessop Beer and extend my deepest
sympathies to his loved ones. Joining Hoo-
siers across the State, we mourn his loss and
remember the leadership that will continue
motivating us all to serve our communities.

———

TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH A.
MCINERNEY

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2013

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Joseph A. Mclnerney, presi-
dent and CEO of the American Hotel & Lodg-
ing Association (AH&LA), on the occasion of
his departure after 12 years as head of the as-
sociation.

The lodging industry is a key driver of our
Nation’s economy, employing 1.8 million men
and women in hotels, inns, and resorts in all
50 States, and generating $137.5 billion in an-
nual sales. In my home State of Alabama, the
industry is responsible for more than 21,000
jobs and $654.9 million in employee wages.
As head of the one trade association rep-
resenting all interests of hoteliers, Joe has
been a vocal advocate and leader for the poli-
cies and initiatives that have brought a re-
newed strength to lodging since the economic
downturn of 2008.

Beginning in 1961 with his first job at the
Sheraton Chicago, he quickly moved up the
ranks before being transferred to the franchise
division of Sheraton as regional director of op-
erations in 1966. Three years later, he moved
to Winston Salem, North Carolina, to be gen-
eral manager of the Sheraton Inn. In 1970, he
was named vice president, assistant to the
president of the franchise division, and contin-
ued to move up until being appointed presi-
dent of ITT's Sheraton franchise division in
1980.
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