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County with a population of over 85,000 peo-
ple. 

Currently under the leadership of Mayor 
Diane Veltri Bendekovic, Plantation is a won-
derful source of pride for Broward County. It 
attracts large national and international cor-
porations, such as American Express and Mo-
torola, to its three business districts while con-
tinuing to focus on neighborhood development 
and the safety and happiness of its residents. 

Furthermore, Plantation is a beautiful, tree- 
lined community. Its emphasis on natural envi-
ronment is consistently recognized, and Plan-
tation has been named ‘‘Tree City USA’’ for 28 
years in a row. 

In honor of Plantation’s 60th Anniversary, I 
am proud to recognize this dynamic commu-
nity for their past successes and wish them a 
bright and prosperous future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAVID CURSON 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 12, 2013 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize a former colleague in Congress and an 
exceptional friend of working people in my 
home state of Michigan, David Curson, on the 
occasion of his retirement from the United 
Auto Workers (UAW). 

Mr. Curson won a special election in Michi-
gan’s former 11th Congressional District and 
served in this House from November through 
the end of the 112th session of Congress. We 
considered important issues late last year, in-
cluding the resolution to the so-called ‘‘fiscal 
cliff’’ and Mr. Curson participated actively and 
effectively in those debates. The people of the 
11th District were well represented with Mr. 
Curson serving as their voice in the House 
during that critical period of time. 

On Friday, April 12, 2013, the men and 
women of the UAW and a great number of his 
friends will come together to thank Mr. Curson 
for his service, to celebrate his accomplish-
ments, and to wish him well in his retirement 
from that vital organization. After serving our 
nation in Vietnam, David Curson went to work 
in a Ford plant in Ypsilanti Township, Michi-
gan, where he was elected officer of his local 
union. His skill at representing his fellow UAW 
members was recognized by the leadership of 
the union, and Mr. Curson went to work for 
the International Union staff, where he served 
in a number of important positions. He has 
participated in hundreds of labor-management 
negotiations, and played a key role in the de-
velopment of the bridge loan package that the 
federal government entered into with General 
Motors and Chrysler. 

It is fitting that we recognize Mr. Curson’s 
career of service and I hope you will join me 
in congratulating Dave and in wishing him and 
his wife Sharon, the very best in their next en-
deavors. 

HONORING THE ROSELAND FIRE 
DEPARTMENT CENTENNIAL 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 12, 2013 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Roseland Fire Department, 
located in the Borough of Roseland, Essex 
County, New Jersey, which is celebrating its 
centennial anniversary. 

On July 23, 1913, forty four men of Rose-
land gathered together in the ‘‘Band Hall’’ with 
the intent to form a group of citizens to protect 
the town from fires. They adopted the named 
‘‘Roseland Volunteer Fire Company,’’ and 
elected William Chubbuck as the first Chief. 
The new members adopted a pledge that 
read, ‘‘We the undersigned citizens of Rose-
land, pledge ourselves to form a volunteer fire 
company, without pay, for a period of one 
year, to protect life and property of the Bor-
ough against loss by fire.’’ 

Helped along by the Newark Fire Depart-
ment, located slightly over ten miles away, the 
committee was able to assess their needs and 
request funds from the town for equipment. 
The town council of Roseland enthusiastically 
endorsed the fire company, a ‘‘Thomas Flyer’’ 
engine and twenty helmets were purchased. 
Excited to display their new engine, the Rose-
land Volunteer Fire Company marched along it 
in the Caldwell parade that year, where it iron-
ically caught fire. Though it was later repaired, 
then Chief stated, ‘‘It took a long time to live 
that one down.’’ 

Despite that initial setback, the Roseland 
Fire Department flourished, purchasing a sec-
ond and third engine in the early 1920s. En-
gine 3 was in use for 31 years, and is still in 
possession of the department today. In 1922, 
the department wrote and adopted a Constitu-
tion and by-laws, reflecting the high standards 
by which the Roseland firefighters live. After 
moving from a privately owned garage, the de-
partment moved to a two bay house in May of 
1939. In the1980s, the Roseland Fire Depart-
ment moved to its present location at 300 
Eagle Rock Avenue. 

Throughout the ensuing years, the Roseland 
Fire Department acquired state of the art ma-
chinery to ensure the continued safety of the 
town, including the nine vehicles in operation 
today, as well as radios for each officer. Their 
force of 37 members and cadets serve the 
residents, businesses, and industrial sites 
around Roseland. Due to the major state high-
way, they also respond to a wide variety of in-
cidents ranging from structure fires, car fires, 
motor vehicle accidents, rescues, fire alarms, 
medical service, electrical fires, and a great 
deal of mutual aid to other Essex and Morris 
County communities. After one hundred years, 
the Roseland Fire Department continues its 
proud tradition of service, while maintaining a 
high level of professionalism and readiness for 
any emergencies that may arise. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Roseland Fire 
Department as they celebrate their one hun-
dredth anniversary. 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE GREATER SE-
ATTLE CHINESE CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 12, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the Greater Seattle Chinese 
Chamber of Commerce for its proven suc-
cesses. The Chamber celebrated its 50th an-
niversary in February 2013. 

The Chamber, founded in 1963, is a non- 
profit, non-partisan organization. The Chamber 
plays a major role in bringing together civic, 
professional, and business leaders from the 
Chinese community of Greater Seattle. It has 
been a leading voice in many important deci-
sions affecting the Chinese business commu-
nity in the Puget Sound region. 

The Greater Seattle Chamber of Commerce 
has a long history of proven success with its 
business development, scholarships, and am-
bassador programs. It is an advisory board 
member of the Trade Development Alliance of 
Greater Seattle (TDA) and a member of the 
Washington State China Relations Council 
(WSCRC). 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
honor the 50 years of the Greater Seattle Chi-
nese Chamber of Commerce. The Greater Se-
attle Chinese Chamber of Commerce con-
nects leaders, improves the economy, and 
benefits the Puget Sound community. 

f 

ANTI–SEMITISM: A GROWING 
THREAT TO ALL FAITHS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 12, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
recently chaired a hearing on anti-Semitism 
where we heard from representatives from 
Americans and Europeans about the evil of 
anti-Semitism can be more successfully ad-
dressed. 

At a Congressional hearing I chaired in 
2002, Dr. Shimon Samuels of the Wiesenthal 
Center in Paris testified and said, ‘‘The Holo-
caust for 30 years after the war acted as a 
protective Teflon against blatant anti-Semitic 
expression (especially in Europe). That Teflon 
has eroded, and what was considered dis-
tasteful and politically incorrect is becoming 
simply an opinion. But,’’ he warned ominously, 
‘‘cocktail chatter at fine English dinners can 
end as Molotov cocktails against syna-
gogues.’’ 

In response to what appeared to be a sud-
den, frightening spike in anti-Semitism in sev-
eral countries, including here in the United 
States, we first proposed the idea for a con-
ference on combating anti-Semitism under the 
auspices of the organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 

Convinced we had an escalating crisis on 
our hands, we teamed with several OSCE 
partners to push for action and reform. Many 
of the people and NGOs present in this room 
played leading roles. 

Those efforts directly led to important OSCE 
conferences on combating anti-Semitism in Vi-
enna, Berlin, Cordoba, and Bucharest. In each 
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of those, participating states have made sol-
emn, tangible commitments to put our words 
into action. In some countries, progress has 
indeed been made, yet the scope and out-
come of anti-Semitic acts have not abated in 
others, and in some nations it has actually 
gotten worse. 

That is why we are here today, to review, 
re-commit, and re-energize efforts to vanquish 
the highly disturbing resurgence of anti-Semi-
tism everywhere, including in Europe. 

Unparalleled since the dark ages of the 
Second World War, Jewish communities on a 
global scale are facing verbal harassment, and 
sometimes violent attacks against syna-
gogues, Jewish cultural sites, cemeteries and 
individuals. It is an ugly reality that won’t go 
away by ignoring or wishing it away. It must 
be defeated. 

Thus, we gather to enlighten, motivate, and 
share ideas on how not just to mitigate this 
centuries-old obsession, but to crush this per-
nicious form of hate. 

From our first panel of witnesses we heard 
how anti-Semitism directly threatens not only 
Jews but also Christians and Muslims, and de-
mocracy and civil society. When we fight anti- 
Semitism it is not only a matter of justice for 
Jewish fellow-citizens, but also of standing up 
for Christianity, and for Islam, and for the pos-
sibility of decent living itself. We all have a di-
rect stake in the fight against anti-Semitism. 

This is tragically clear in the Middle-Eastern 
countries where the government propagates 
anti-Semitism as an official or quasi-official 
ideology. These governments incite anti-Se-
mitic hatred of Israel in order to distract the 
people from their own tyrannical rule, from 
their own abuse of human rights, denial of de-
mocracy, economic corruption. Sadly, it works. 
We see this in governments as varied as 
those of Iran and Egypt, Pakistan and Syria 
and Saudi Arabia, and the list doesn’t end 
there. 

Tens of millions of people who live in these 
countries are in this sense suffering from anti- 
Semitism. Few of them are Jewish—most are 
Muslim, millions are Christian. It’s true that, to 
some degree or other, many of the people in 
these countries have bought into the evil of 
anti-Semitism, but many have not. 

From our second panel, we heard reports 
from a number of European Jewish leaders 
who will be able to tell us about anti-Semitism 
in their countries, how the governments are 
responding, and whether these responses are 
effective. Sadly, in much of Europe, the har-
assment of Jews, including verbal and phys-
ical violence, continues to increase, and a re-
cent Anti-Defamation League study shows that 
anti-Semitic attitudes are widespread in Eu-
rope and getting worse in many countries. 

One thing the witnesses will address is 
whether elected officials are fulfilling their re-
sponsibility to speak out publicly against any 
expressions of anti-Semitic hate. When na-
tional leaders fail to denounce anti-Semitic vio-
lence and slurs, the void is not only demor-
alizing to the victims but silence actually en-
ables the wrongdoing. Silence by elected offi-
cials in particular conveys approval—or at 
least acquiescence—and can contribute to a 
climate of fear and a sense of vulnerability. 

In this respect, I want to recognize the lead-
ership Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 
has shown in the fight against anti-Semitism. 
Prime Minister Orbán has taken his govern-
ment into the vanguard of those fighting anti- 

Semitism in Europe. He has declared a ‘zero 
tolerance policy’ against anti-Semitism and 
seen that anti-Semitic incidents are promptly 
followed by high-level official condemnations, 
sometimes by him, sometimes by other offi-
cials. There is still far too much anti-Semitism 
in Hungary, and it is cultivated by the viciously 
racist Jobbik political party. But I am glad that 
the Hungarian government has responded vig-
orously, protecting its Jewish citizens by 
strengthening legislation and law enforcement, 
education and Holocaust remembrance. 

Another point we considered is whether the 
countries are collecting reliable hate crime in-
formation. We can’t fight anti-Semitic crimes 
effectively unless we have reliable information 
on them. The most recent figures from the 
U.S., for example, which are collected by the 
FBI, showed that Jews, less than 2% of the 
U.S. population, are the victims of 63% of reli-
giously-targeted hate crimes. 

An additional concern is the importance of 
Holocaust education. If we are to protect our 
children from the dark evil of anti-Semitism, 
we must reeducate ourselves and systemati-
cally educate our children. While that starts in 
our homes, the classroom must be the incu-
bator of tolerance. It seems to me that only 
the most hardened racist can remain unmoved 
by Holocaust education and remembrance. 
Only the most crass, evil, and prejudiced 
among us can study the horrors of the Holo-
caust and not cry out: Never again! 

Yet another concern is the rise of a ‘‘new’’ 
anti-Semitism, which tries to pass itself off as 
legitimate criticism of Israel, but which demon-
izes, delegitimizes, and applies double stand-
ards against Israel—former Soviet ‘‘refusenik’’ 
Natan Sharansky’s ‘‘3 Ds.’’ In any case, this 
form of anti-Semitism appears to be spreading 
among European social-democratic and leftist 
parties, as well as among Muslim immigrants 
from the Middle East, and I’d like to hear your 
views about the most effective ways to expose 
it for what it is. 

We need to work together with you to light 
a fire under our government, under European 
governments, and intergovernmental organiza-
tions like the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 

I am preparing to re-introduce the Com-
bating Anti-Semitism Act; another possible ini-
tiative is for a day on which heads of state or 
government can each visit a major synagogue 
in their national capitals and make a statement 
on threat that anti-Semitism poses to all of us. 

f 

HONORING THE TOWN OF NEW 
WINDSOR, NEW YORK’S SESTER-
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

HON. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 12, 2013 

Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
and honor the sestercentennial celebration of 
the Town of New Windsor, New York, which 
was established on April 5, 1763. Throughout 
the past two and half centuries, the town has 
witnessed and participated in numerous 
events that have shaped our nation’s history. 

Since the 1600s, it has been New Windsor’s 
natural beauty along the breathtaking views of 
the Hudson River that has attracted its earliest 

residents. From the beginning of the Revolu-
tionary War, the majority of Town residents 
supported the war efforts and its leaders, like 
General George Washington, and welcomed 
thousands of men, women and children from 
many states. New Windsor also proudly 
served as the major encampment for the Con-
tinental Army. While the army was based 
there in 1782, General Washington ordered 
the establishment of the highest military honor, 
the Badge of Merit—now known as the Purple 
Heart. That important history lives on today 
through the National Purple Heart Hall of 
Honor, located in New Windsor. 

Mr. Speaker, this sestercentennial celebra-
tion is for all the people of New Windsor, both 
past and present, whose character define this 
historical community and have preserved its 
many remarkable qualities to be enjoyed by 
residents and visitors today. That is precisely 
why I am proud to recognize this special event 
and have the opportunity to represent New 
Windsor in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

f 

‘‘GAUGING AMERICAN PORT 
SECURITY’’ OR GAPS ACT 

HON. JANICE HAHN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 12, 2013 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, the lessons of 9/ 
11 have taught us that we must continuously 
be vigilant in proactively seeking out and pre-
venting our country’s most pressing threats. 
That is why after 9/11, Congress began to 
shine a spotlight on previously ignored issues 
such as border security, airport security and 
strengthening identification procedures. How-
ever, an area that continues to be ignored is 
port security. 

In the U.S., tens of thousands of ships each 
year make over 50,000 calls on U.S. ports. 
These ships carry the bulk of the approxi-
mately two billion tons of freight, three billion 
tons of oil transports, and 134 million pas-
sengers by ferry each year. 

The volume of traffic gives terrorists oppor-
tunities to smuggle themselves or their weap-
ons into the United States with little risk of de-
tection. According to a report by the Council 
on Foreign Relations, in May 2002 there were 
reports that twenty-five Islamist extremists en-
tered the United States by hiding in shipping 
containers. 

This highlights the need for an immediate 
legislative solution to counter this problem. 
However, it is difficult to come up with an ef-
fective solution without first knowing all of the 
potential dangers. 

That is why I am reintroducing the Gauging 
American Port Security (GAPS) Act. The 
GAPS Act addresses these problems by re-
quiring that the Department of Homeland Se-
curity Office of Inspector General report to 
Congress on the current weaknesses and 
vulnerabilities of U.S. ports and ensures that 
DHS develops a comprehensive plan for ad-
dressing them. Only by focusing on the spe-
cific dangers that threaten our port security, 
can we develop effective solutions to ensure 
our nation is prepared for any and all types of 
attacks. 
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