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attack. By the 1790s the hill was called Fort 
Nonsense, as a legend had grown that Wash-
ington ordered the construction as a means to 
keep his troops busy. 

The historic landscapes, structures, objects, 
and archeological and natural resources at 
Morristown are tangible links to our nation’s 
history. The vast collection in the Morristown 
National Historical Park library and archives 
reflect the convergence of two collections. 
With the founding of the park, they acquired 
the collection of the Washington Association of 
New Jersey. Later, in 1955, collector Lloyd W. 
Smith bequeathed his immense collection to 
the park, enabling them to boast a library col-
lection of nearly 50,000 volumes, and an ar-
chive of nearly 250,000 manuscripts, journals, 
diaries, account books, letter books, military 
orderly books, and other Revolutionary War 
related documents. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Morristown Na-
tional Historical Park as it celebrates its 80th 
anniversary. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE PREVENT ALL 
SORING TACTICS ACT OF 2013 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 12, 2013 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, in 1970, Con-
gress passed and President Nixon signed into 
law the Horse Protection Act (HPA) for the 
purpose of ending ‘‘soring’’ that was occurring 
in Tennessee Walking Horse, Racking Horse, 
and Spotted Saddle Horse shows. The term 
soring refers to the application of blistering or 
burning agents, lacerations, sharp objects, or 
other substances or devices to a horse’s limb 
to produce an exaggerated high-stepping 
show ring gait, by making it painful for the 
horse to step down. 

Since the passage of this legislation more 
than forty years ago, the act of ‘‘soring’’ has 
continued at an alarming rate. The United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
lacked the resources to send agency officials 
to every Tennessee Walking Horse, Spotted 
Saddle Horse and Racking Horse show. As a 
result, USDA gave Horse Industry Organiza-
tions (HIOs) the responsibility to train and li-
cense their own inspectors, commonly known 
as Designated Qualified Persons (DQP’s), to 
conduct inspections at these events. 

The USDA’s Office of Inspector General 
(OIG) recently conducted an audit of the 
Horse Protection Act Program, finding that 
trainers in the industry often go to great 
lengths to evade detection rather than comply 
with federal law and train horses using hu-
mane methods. The OIG made several rec-
ommendations, including stiffer penalties and 
abolishing the self-policing practices currently 
allowed under regulations, where HIOs are 
able to assign their own inspectors to horse 
shows. More recently, an undercover inves-
tigation showed that trainers continue to sore 
horses and enter them into shows undetected, 
even while the trainers are on federal disquali-
fication. HIOs’ inspectors are turning a blind 
eye to the soring of horses, despite the fact 
that they are licensed to enforce the 1970 law 
that prohibits this practice. These and other in-
vestigations show massive abuse throughout 

the Tennessee Walking Horse, Racking 
Horse, and Spotted Saddle Horse industries, 
demeaning the once highly-regarded sport and 
threatening jobs in these industries, as well as 
the economic activity associated with their 
shows that is so important to communities in 
my state and elsewhere. 

Therefore, the bill that I am introducing 
today, the Prevent All Soring Tactics Act of 
2013, amends the Horse Protection Act of 
1970 to direct USDA to license, train, assign, 
and oversee persons who are to be hired by 
event managers to inspect horses at Ten-
nessee Walking Horse, Racking Horse, and 
Spotted Saddle Horse events for evidence of 
soring. The proposed amendment is narrow in 
scope and affects only a small number of 
horses belonging to one of three breeds that 
are subjected to soring. There are three com-
ponents to the amendment. First, it will end 
the failed system of industry self-policing by 
having the USDA assign licensed inspectors 
to oversee the shows if requested by horse 
show management. Secondly, for the three 
breeds specified in the bill that have been 
subjected to soring, it will ban the use of cer-
tain devices associated with soring, but the bill 
exempts pads and boots used for therapeutic 
purposes. Lastly, it will strengthen penalties 
for those violating the law. The bill carries the 
support of the American Horse Council, the 
American Association of Equine Practitioners, 
the American Veterinary Medical Association, 
the Humane Society of the United States, the 
American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals, several walking horse organiza-
tions, and others. 

I urge all my colleagues to join me in co-
sponsoring this common sense piece of legis-
lation. 
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HIGHLIGHTING VIETNAMESE GOV-
ERNMENT HUMAN RIGHTS VIO-
LATIONS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 12, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
recently chaired a hearing to examine the 
human rights situation in Vietnam. 

The Vietnamese government continues to 
be an egregious violator of a broad array of 
human rights. Our distinguished witnesses 
provided a detailed account; I would like to 
highlight just a few areas of grave concern. 

Despite the State Department’s decision in 
2006 to remove Vietnam from the list of Coun-
tries of Particular Concern as designated pur-
suant to the International Religious Freedom 
Act, Vietnam, in fact, continues to be among 
the worst violators of religious freedom in the 
world. According to the United States Com-
mission for International Religious Freedom’s 
2012 Annual Report, ‘‘[t]he government of 
Vietnam continues to control all religious com-
munities, restrict and penalize independent re-
ligious practice severely, and repress individ-
uals and groups viewed as challenging its au-
thority.’’ I agree with USCIRF’s conclusion that 
Vietnam should be designated a CPC country. 

I met courageous religious leaders during 
my last trip to Vietnam who were struggling for 
fundamental human rights in their country. Un-
fortunately, many of them, including Father Ly 

and the Most Venerable Thich Quang Do, re-
main wrongly detained today. There are dis-
turbing reports that Father Ly is suffering poor 
health. Leaders of religious organizations are 
not the only ones victimized by the Viet-
namese government; individuals and small 
communities are also targeted by the regime. 
One of our witnesses, Mr. Tien Tran, spoke of 
the brutality that he experienced as a member 
of the Con Dau parish that was violently re-
pressed in 2010 when they tried to have a fu-
neral procession. 

The State Department’s upgrade of Vietnam 
from Tier 2 Watch List to Tier 2 with respect 
to the minimum standards for the elimination 
of human trafficking also needs to be critically 
examined. The Department’s 2012 Trafficking 
in Persons Report states not only that Viet-
namese women and children are being sexu-
ally exploited, but that there are severe labor 
abuses occurring as well–with the govern-
ment’s complicity. The Report acknowledges 
that state–licensed labor export companies en-
gage in fraud and charge illegal commissions 
for overseas employment, and that there are 
documented cases of recruitment companies 
ignoring pleas for help from workers in exploit-
ative situations. 

As the sponsor of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act, I am deeply disturbed that the 
Tier Rankings are not being better utilized by 
our State Department to pressure Vietnam to 
correct the trafficking abuses occurring within 
its government, not to mention those in the 
private sector. 

We heard from Ms. Hui Danh who testified 
about the ordeal that her sister has endured 
as a victim of human trafficking. I am deeply 
disturbed by her story because her sister’s sit-
uation actually got worse when she asked for 
help from the Vietnamese embassy. I greatly 
admire her courage and the Subcommittee is 
most appreciative of her willingness to speak 
out and bring attention to this issue. 

Despite the dismal status for human rights 
in Vietnam, we can exert pressure on the Viet-
namese government to cease these abuses. I 
will be reintroducing the Vietnam Human 
Rights Act soon; swift Congressional action on 
this bill will send a strong message that Con-
gress will not tolerate continuing human rights 
abuses in Vietnam. 

It is imperative that the United States Gov-
ernment send an unequivocal message to the 
Vietnamese regime that it must end its human 
rights abuses against its own citizens. This 
message however, should not be confined to 
the Human Rights Dialogue; it must be raised 
at each opportunity that we have talks with the 
Vietnamese government. 

I thank all of our witnesses for appearing 
before the Subcommittee, and we look forward 
to hearing your testimony. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PLANTATION, FLORIDA 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 12, 2013 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the 60th anniversary of 
Plantation, Florida, a beautiful city in my dis-
trict. Since its incorporation April 1953, Planta-
tion has grown into a vibrant city in Broward 
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County with a population of over 85,000 peo-
ple. 

Currently under the leadership of Mayor 
Diane Veltri Bendekovic, Plantation is a won-
derful source of pride for Broward County. It 
attracts large national and international cor-
porations, such as American Express and Mo-
torola, to its three business districts while con-
tinuing to focus on neighborhood development 
and the safety and happiness of its residents. 

Furthermore, Plantation is a beautiful, tree- 
lined community. Its emphasis on natural envi-
ronment is consistently recognized, and Plan-
tation has been named ‘‘Tree City USA’’ for 28 
years in a row. 

In honor of Plantation’s 60th Anniversary, I 
am proud to recognize this dynamic commu-
nity for their past successes and wish them a 
bright and prosperous future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAVID CURSON 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 12, 2013 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize a former colleague in Congress and an 
exceptional friend of working people in my 
home state of Michigan, David Curson, on the 
occasion of his retirement from the United 
Auto Workers (UAW). 

Mr. Curson won a special election in Michi-
gan’s former 11th Congressional District and 
served in this House from November through 
the end of the 112th session of Congress. We 
considered important issues late last year, in-
cluding the resolution to the so-called ‘‘fiscal 
cliff’’ and Mr. Curson participated actively and 
effectively in those debates. The people of the 
11th District were well represented with Mr. 
Curson serving as their voice in the House 
during that critical period of time. 

On Friday, April 12, 2013, the men and 
women of the UAW and a great number of his 
friends will come together to thank Mr. Curson 
for his service, to celebrate his accomplish-
ments, and to wish him well in his retirement 
from that vital organization. After serving our 
nation in Vietnam, David Curson went to work 
in a Ford plant in Ypsilanti Township, Michi-
gan, where he was elected officer of his local 
union. His skill at representing his fellow UAW 
members was recognized by the leadership of 
the union, and Mr. Curson went to work for 
the International Union staff, where he served 
in a number of important positions. He has 
participated in hundreds of labor-management 
negotiations, and played a key role in the de-
velopment of the bridge loan package that the 
federal government entered into with General 
Motors and Chrysler. 

It is fitting that we recognize Mr. Curson’s 
career of service and I hope you will join me 
in congratulating Dave and in wishing him and 
his wife Sharon, the very best in their next en-
deavors. 

HONORING THE ROSELAND FIRE 
DEPARTMENT CENTENNIAL 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 12, 2013 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Roseland Fire Department, 
located in the Borough of Roseland, Essex 
County, New Jersey, which is celebrating its 
centennial anniversary. 

On July 23, 1913, forty four men of Rose-
land gathered together in the ‘‘Band Hall’’ with 
the intent to form a group of citizens to protect 
the town from fires. They adopted the named 
‘‘Roseland Volunteer Fire Company,’’ and 
elected William Chubbuck as the first Chief. 
The new members adopted a pledge that 
read, ‘‘We the undersigned citizens of Rose-
land, pledge ourselves to form a volunteer fire 
company, without pay, for a period of one 
year, to protect life and property of the Bor-
ough against loss by fire.’’ 

Helped along by the Newark Fire Depart-
ment, located slightly over ten miles away, the 
committee was able to assess their needs and 
request funds from the town for equipment. 
The town council of Roseland enthusiastically 
endorsed the fire company, a ‘‘Thomas Flyer’’ 
engine and twenty helmets were purchased. 
Excited to display their new engine, the Rose-
land Volunteer Fire Company marched along it 
in the Caldwell parade that year, where it iron-
ically caught fire. Though it was later repaired, 
then Chief stated, ‘‘It took a long time to live 
that one down.’’ 

Despite that initial setback, the Roseland 
Fire Department flourished, purchasing a sec-
ond and third engine in the early 1920s. En-
gine 3 was in use for 31 years, and is still in 
possession of the department today. In 1922, 
the department wrote and adopted a Constitu-
tion and by-laws, reflecting the high standards 
by which the Roseland firefighters live. After 
moving from a privately owned garage, the de-
partment moved to a two bay house in May of 
1939. In the1980s, the Roseland Fire Depart-
ment moved to its present location at 300 
Eagle Rock Avenue. 

Throughout the ensuing years, the Roseland 
Fire Department acquired state of the art ma-
chinery to ensure the continued safety of the 
town, including the nine vehicles in operation 
today, as well as radios for each officer. Their 
force of 37 members and cadets serve the 
residents, businesses, and industrial sites 
around Roseland. Due to the major state high-
way, they also respond to a wide variety of in-
cidents ranging from structure fires, car fires, 
motor vehicle accidents, rescues, fire alarms, 
medical service, electrical fires, and a great 
deal of mutual aid to other Essex and Morris 
County communities. After one hundred years, 
the Roseland Fire Department continues its 
proud tradition of service, while maintaining a 
high level of professionalism and readiness for 
any emergencies that may arise. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Roseland Fire 
Department as they celebrate their one hun-
dredth anniversary. 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE GREATER SE-
ATTLE CHINESE CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 12, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the Greater Seattle Chinese 
Chamber of Commerce for its proven suc-
cesses. The Chamber celebrated its 50th an-
niversary in February 2013. 

The Chamber, founded in 1963, is a non- 
profit, non-partisan organization. The Chamber 
plays a major role in bringing together civic, 
professional, and business leaders from the 
Chinese community of Greater Seattle. It has 
been a leading voice in many important deci-
sions affecting the Chinese business commu-
nity in the Puget Sound region. 

The Greater Seattle Chamber of Commerce 
has a long history of proven success with its 
business development, scholarships, and am-
bassador programs. It is an advisory board 
member of the Trade Development Alliance of 
Greater Seattle (TDA) and a member of the 
Washington State China Relations Council 
(WSCRC). 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
honor the 50 years of the Greater Seattle Chi-
nese Chamber of Commerce. The Greater Se-
attle Chinese Chamber of Commerce con-
nects leaders, improves the economy, and 
benefits the Puget Sound community. 

f 

ANTI–SEMITISM: A GROWING 
THREAT TO ALL FAITHS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 12, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
recently chaired a hearing on anti-Semitism 
where we heard from representatives from 
Americans and Europeans about the evil of 
anti-Semitism can be more successfully ad-
dressed. 

At a Congressional hearing I chaired in 
2002, Dr. Shimon Samuels of the Wiesenthal 
Center in Paris testified and said, ‘‘The Holo-
caust for 30 years after the war acted as a 
protective Teflon against blatant anti-Semitic 
expression (especially in Europe). That Teflon 
has eroded, and what was considered dis-
tasteful and politically incorrect is becoming 
simply an opinion. But,’’ he warned ominously, 
‘‘cocktail chatter at fine English dinners can 
end as Molotov cocktails against syna-
gogues.’’ 

In response to what appeared to be a sud-
den, frightening spike in anti-Semitism in sev-
eral countries, including here in the United 
States, we first proposed the idea for a con-
ference on combating anti-Semitism under the 
auspices of the organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 

Convinced we had an escalating crisis on 
our hands, we teamed with several OSCE 
partners to push for action and reform. Many 
of the people and NGOs present in this room 
played leading roles. 

Those efforts directly led to important OSCE 
conferences on combating anti-Semitism in Vi-
enna, Berlin, Cordoba, and Bucharest. In each 
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