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American Cancer Fund for Children and Kids 
Cancer Connection provide to children under-
going cancer treatment at Cottage Children’s 
Hospital in Santa Barbara and at participating 
hospitals across the country are invaluable. A 
major part of helping these children is to raise 
awareness, which is exactly what the City of 
Solvang and the American Cancer Fund for 
Children and Kids Cancer Connection are 
doing. 

I ask that you join me in honoring the tire-
less work of the American Cancer Fund for 
Children and Kids Cancer Connection in eas-
ing the suffering of children afflicted with this 
disease, and in supporting the City of Solvang 
for raising childhood cancer awareness. 
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HONORING MS. GRACE O’DONNELL 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 25, 2013 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History month I rise today to 
honor Ms. Grace O’Donnell, an outstanding in-
dividual and someone who has continuously 
supported the Miami community. 

Ms. O’Donnell is currently serving as the 
Chair of the Miami-Dade County Commission 
for Women. In this position she is dedicated to 
advocating and working for, the issues and 
concerns that affect the diverse community of 
women in the county. She also sits on the 
Miami-Dade County Community Relations 
Board, where she works to identify and relieve 
intergroup conflicts. A retired 36-year veteran 
of the Miami-Dade Police Department, Ms. 
O’Donnell left the force having served as its 
Major where she commanded the Special Vic-
tims Bureau. 

Ms. O’Donnell has spent much of her time 
volunteering in the community. She has been 
an adult volunteer member of the Girl Scout 
Council of Tropical Florida for 25 years, where 
she has been a troop leader for more than 15 
years. In her position she often mentors girls 
of all age levels, is involved in community 
service projects, and serves as an event coor-
dinator for her service unit. Outside of the Girl 
Scouts, Ms. O’Donnell is also a volunteer for 
Hands on Miami, the American Red Cross, 
and the Community Partnership for the Home-
less. 

Throughout the years, Ms. O’Donnell has 
been consistently recognized for her achieve-
ments. In 2005 she was named a Pioneer at 
the In the Company of Women reception for 
Women’s History Month. She was also award-
ed the ‘‘Thanks Badge’’ by the Girl Scout 
Council of Tropical Florida in 2006, and re-
ceived recognition for her community service 
by the National Volunteer Week Committee of 
Dade County in 2007. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
Ms. Grace O’Donnell for her continued service 
to the Miami community and I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing this remark-
able individual. 

EXPRESSING CONCERN ON RE-
STRICTIONS PLACED ON POLIT-
ICAL SCIENCE RESEARCH AT 
THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUN-
DATION 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 25, 2013 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to share 
my concern about language adopted in a Sen-
ate amendment to H.R. 933 regarding political 
science research funded by the National 
Science Foundation. 

The U.S. scientific enterprise is the envy of 
the world, and rightly so. The U.S. has been 
a world leader in science, technology, and in-
novation for decades and a large reason for 
that leadership has been the freedom and 
independence afforded our scientists to follow 
a line of inquiry wherever it may lead them. In 
fact, some of the most beneficial discoveries 
have been made researching topics that some 
might consider frivolous. 

Consider that a $250,000 grant from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture in 1955 to 
study the ‘‘Sex Life of the Screwworm’’ was 
criticized by members of Congress at the time. 
The research resulting from that grant allowed 
scientists to understand how to stop 
screwworms from breeding and thus from in-
fecting cattle, which was a serious problem. It 
is estimated that this research saved the U.S. 
cattle industry $20 billion, an enviable return 
on investment to say the least. Historically, 
when individual grants have been highlighted 
and held up for ridicule by politicians in this 
way, many of the grants turned out to have a 
good deal of value when viewed in retrospect. 

Unfortunately, history has repeated itself in 
the past few years. Most recently, a Senate 
amendment attached to H.R. 933, the Full- 
Year Continuing Appropriations Act of 2013, 
would prevent the National Science Founda-
tion (NSF) from conducting political science 
research unless the NSF director certified that 
the research promoted the national security or 
economic interests of the country. When intro-
ducing the language, the amendment’s spon-
sor highlighted several individual grants as un-
necessary. 

I, myself, have a Ph.D. in political science, 
and was a professor of political science for 
several years before running for Congress. 
Opposition to NSF funding of political science 
research has typically been based on the as-
sumption that the research findings have little 
or no beneficial impact for our nation. But this 
assumption is simply not true. 

Political science research helps us under-
stand many important topics that affect the ev-
eryday lives of millions of Americans at home 
and overseas, including why countries go to 
war and what can be done to promote civic 
engagement and voting among the general 
public. Recent political science research fund-
ed by NSF studied FDA approvals of products 
and produced recommendations for avoiding 
faulty approvals in the future. FDA officials 
were briefed on the results and the rec-
ommendations had implications ranging from 
the White House Office of Science and Tech-
nology policy to financial regulations made by 
the Federal Reserve System. Political science 
research also impacts research done in all 
other areas of social science. 

NSF funding of political science research 
has averaged roughly $11 million a year over 
the last 10 years. This represents less than 
0.2% of the NSF’s research funding, but it is 
the predominant source of research funding 
for political scientists in the United States. 

For just a small investment this funding can 
help bring about research discoveries that 
change how we view our world. In 2009, Pro-
fessor Elinor Ostrom, a political scientist, was 
awarded the Nobel Prize for her research 
about how people can successfully manage 
common property such as forests, fisheries, 
and oil fields. Federal funding for research like 
this can have substantially positive impacts on 
our daily lives. 

Furthermore, the danger with an amend-
ment like this is that the economic and na-
tional security value of research isn’t always 
known at the outset. The director of the De-
partment of Homeland Security’s Domestic 
Nuclear Detection Office testified before the 
House Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee last year that social science research 
was vital to predicting the actions of terrorist 
cells. Much of the basic research this work re-
lies on would have limited direct national secu-
rity implications. Basic research in political 
science at the NSF on social movement the-
ory and agency theory may have no direct 
connection at all to our national security inter-
ests, and yet unless we understand these 
basic underpinnings regarding how people be-
have, we can never effectively study the appli-
cations that do have direct security connec-
tions, such as predicting the actions of terrorist 
cells. 

This amendment is also misguided in the 
way it adds red tape and bureaucracy to one 
of our nation’s premier institutions for funding 
scientific research. Just as much money would 
be spent by the National Science Foundation, 
but by placing additional administrative bur-
dens on research approval, fewer grants might 
be awarded due to the increased cost of re-
view. At best, this amendment would be an 
unnecessary regulatory burden, at worst, it 
could negatively impact both our economic 
and national security interests despite its in-
tentions. 

I continue to believe that science works best 
when scientists, and not politicians, are decid-
ing what scientific questions are worth pur-
suing. Legislative limitations on scientific in-
quiry should be made sparingly, if at all. I 
would urge all members to reject such restric-
tions on political science funding in the future. 
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HONORING THE HONORABLE 
ROSEMARY BARKETT 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 25, 2013 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History Month I rise today to 
honor Judge Rosemary Barkett, an out-
standing individual and someone who has 
continuously supported the Miami community. 

Judge Barkett is currently serving as one of 
the twelve active judges on the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, 
which reviews federal cases originating in Ala-
bama, Florida, and Georgia. She was nomi-
nated by President Bill Clinton and received 
her appointment in 1994. 
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Judge Barkett earned her J.D. from the Uni-

versity of Florida Law School, where she be-
came the first woman to be awarded the J. 
Hillis Miller Memorial Award as the out-
standing senior graduate. After having prac-
ticed civil and trial law from 1971 to 1979, she 
was appointed to circuit court judge in the Fif-
teenth Judicial Court of Florida. After only 4 
years she was elected as chief judge of the 
circuit, becoming the first woman chief judge 
in the State’s history. Two short years later 
she was appointed to serve on the Florida Su-
preme Court, again marking the first time in 
the State’s history that a woman had been 
named justice. Finally, in 1992 her colleagues 
chose her to become Florida’s first woman 
chief justice. 

Throughout the years, Judge Barkett has 
been consistently honored for her achieve-
ments. The recipient of seven honorary de-
grees from institutions of higher learning, she 
has also earned dozens of honors and awards 
from national and state professional, civic and 
charitable groups. Her contributions have also 
been uniquely recognized by the creation of 
the ‘‘Rosemary Barkett Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award’’, given each year to two out-
standing lawyers by the Florida Association of 
Women Lawyers, and the ‘‘Rosemary Barkett 
Award’’ which is presented by the Academy of 
Florida Trial Lawyers to a person who has 
demonstrated outstanding commitment to 
equal justice under law. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
the Honorable Judge Rosemary Barkett for 
her continued service to the Miami community 
and I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing this remarkable individual. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF POLICE CHIEF 
STEVE SWEENEY 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 25, 2013 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Police Chief Steve 
Sweeney, who is retiring this month after near-
ly 30 years of service to the City of Livermore. 
Chief Sweeney has served his community with 
excellence and has executed his role as a 
public servant with professionalism, fairness, 
and integrity since he joined the Livermore Po-
lice Department in 1984. Under his leadership, 
the department has remained fiscally stable 
and has maintained vital partnerships with out-
side agencies, schools, and community 
groups. 

As a former prosecutor, I understand the im-
portance of cultivating the public’s trust and 
assistance in ensuring our communities re-
main safe places to live and work. Chief 
Sweeney’s work has exemplified this model of 
service, as he has stressed accessibility and 
community outreach throughout his tenure. 
For example, he has overseen the expansion 
of the Livermore Police Department’s Citizen’s 
Academy, Youth Academy, and Neighborhood 
Watch programs. 

Chief Sweeney graduated from Cal State 
University, East Bay before becoming a patrol 
officer and member of the SWAT team of 
Livermore in 1984. He steadily climbed the 
ranks and served as a detective, sergeant, 
lieutenant, and captain before becoming chief 

of the department in 2007. Chief Sweeney 
played a key role in the merging of the 
Pleasanton and Livermore SWAT teams in 
2011, which resulted in the formation of the 
new East County Tactical Team. Even after 
several years of budget cuts, Chief Sweeney’s 
skilled management and leadership enabled 
the Livermore Police Department to hire seven 
new officers this past January and restore the 
department’s Drug and Gang Task Force. 

I want to thank Chief Sweeney for his dec-
ades of public service to Livermore and for 
helping to keep the East Bay a great place to 
live, work, and visit. After his retirement, he 
plans on staying in the town he has served for 
so many years and looks forward to spending 
time with his wife and three children. I wish 
him the best of luck as he begins this new 
chapter of his life. 
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HONORING MS. JANISSET RIVERO- 
GUTIERREZ 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 25, 2013 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History Month I rise today to 
honor Ms. Janisset Rivero-Gutierrez, an out-
standing individual and someone who has 
been vital in the effort to bring about a demo-
cratic Cuba. 

Ms. Rivero-Gutierrez was born in 
Camagüey, Cuba and left at the age of 14. 
She lived in Venezuela before moving to the 
United States, where she earned a bachelor’s 
degree in communications and advertising 
from the Insituto Universitario de Nuevas 
Profesiones in Caracas. She is currently work-
ing on her master’s degree in Spanish lit-
erature from Florida International University. 

In 1994, Ms. Rivero-Gutierrez initiated Oper-
ation Boitel, a campaign involving travel to 
other countries in order to generate support 
for the opposition movement in Cuba. She 
continued to do work to bring about a demo-
cratic Cuba and in March of 2002 testified be-
fore the Inter-American Commission of the Or-
ganization of American States and presented 
a detailed report on human rights violations in 
Cuba. Similarly, in April of the same year she 
spoke before the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission, one of only two Cuban 
exiles who were able to testify. 

Ms. Rivero-Gutierrez is a founding member 
of the Cuban Democratic Directorate, a non-
governmental organization that supports 
human rights efforts in Cuba. She has worked 
extensively for this organization, and engages 
directly with opposition groups in Cuba, relay-
ing their messages to the international com-
munity and co-author of Steps to Freedom, an 
annual report that documents the opposition 
movement’s actions of protest against the to-
talitarian Cuban regime. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
Ms. Janisset Rivero-Gutierrez for her contin-
ued support of human rights efforts in Cuba 
and I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing this remarkable individual. 

SUPREME COURT HEARS A CHAL-
LENGE TO CALIFORNIA’S ‘‘PROP-
OSITION 8’’ AND THE FEDERAL 
DEFENSE OF MARRIAGE ACT 

HON. TIM HUELSKAMP 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 25, 2013 

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Mr. Speaker, this week 
the United States Supreme Court will hear ar-
guments on two cases that are fundamental to 
the way our democratic society functions. 
Tuesday they will consider a challenge to Cali-
fornia’s ‘‘Proposition 8’’ prohibiting homosexual 
marriage in the state. And on Wednesday they 
will look at the federal Defense of Marriage 
Act. 

In the midst of all the discussion and protest 
surrounding these arguments, I would encour-
age the Court to not be distracted from the 
fundamental issue before them—will the U.S. 
Supreme Court choose to radically redefine 
marriage, thus overturning the will of the 
American people as reflected in numerous 
votes by states, and by a vote of this body 
and signed into law by President Bill Clinton? 

I urge the Supreme Court to uphold the will 
of the American people, support traditional 
marriage, and protect the democratic process 
by allowing the American people to express 
their will on this issue. 
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HONORING MS. CARLA DEAN 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 25, 2013 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History Month I rise today to 
honor Ms. Carla Dean, an outstanding indi-
vidual and someone who has continuously 
supported the community in and around Col-
lier County. 

Ms. Dean is President and Founder of the 
Bladder Cancer Foundation of Florida, a non- 
profit organization committed to educating the 
public and medical community about bladder 
cancer for awareness, research and early de-
tection. Professionally, Ms. Dean is a reg-
istered radiologic technologist with specialties 
in mammography and radiology. In her over 
40 years of experience she has worked in a 
variety of management positions, including 
lead mammographer, lead medical coder for a 
large radiology group, and headed a nuclear 
medicine department. 

Outside of her professional career, Ms. 
Dean is heavily active in the Collier County 
community. She has been a member of the 
Collier County Republican Executive Com-
mittee, CCREC, since 2000, serving as its 
chairman from 2004–2009. As chairman of the 
CCREC she helped revive Teenage Repub-
licans, and instituted Republicans ‘‘After 5’’ so-
cial gatherings which allowed candidates, 
elected officials and others to meet socially. 
Ms. Dean also helped form the Collier Repub-
lican Club, which has proven to be one of the 
largest Republican organizations in Collier 
County. 

While Ms. Dean remains active with the 
CCREC, she still finds the time to be active in 
the community elsewhere. She currently 
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