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HONORING VU QUANG NINH

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2013

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, this past weekend, | heard of the
passing of my late friend, Mr. Vu Quang Ninh,
founder of Little Saigon Radio and a media
trailblazer in the Vietnamese American com-
munity. Mr. Ninh passed away peacefully in
Orange County at age 82.

Mr. Ninh lived a very prosperous and pro-
ductive life, dedicated to public service. His
career spanned more than half a century in
both Vietnam and the United States. Mr. Ninh
grew up in turbulent times during the Vietnam
War. He was called on by Prime Minister Ngo
Dinh Diem of Vietnam to take charge of
Armed Forces Radio right after his graduation
from the Army Academy. Mr. Ninh later served
as the head of the youth department in Cen-
tral Vietham and produced many radio pro-
grams, collaborating by the United States and
the Republic of South Vietnam government.

After the fall of Vietnam, Mr. Ninh resettled
in California but the dream of becoming a ra-
dioman never left him. In 1980, he established
Radio Tieng Vong Que Huong (Echo of the
Motherland), which lasted for 3 years. Mr.
Ninh paved the way for the Viethamese-Amer-
icans in the world of radio broadcast when he
established Little Saigon Radio. He turned the
station into a strong and constructive voice for
the community. Today, my thoughts are with
his family, friends and the Little Saigon Radio
family. His loss will be remembered and felt by
all those who were inspired by his legacy.

——————

DARLENE TAPIA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2013

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Darlene Tapia
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Darlene Tapia
is a 12th grader at Jefferson High School and
received this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Darlene
Tapia is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Dar-
lene Tapia for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.
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RED CROSS MONTH
HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2013

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker,
since 1943, every President has declared
March as “Red Cross Month.” This year is no
exception. As the Chairman of the House
Committee on Homeland Security Sub-
committee on Emergency Preparedness, Re-
sponse, and Communications, | recently was
able to visit the National Red Cross, along
with the Ranking Member of the Sub-
committee—Mr. PAYNE, Jr. from New Jersey,
to learn about their operations and show our
support. During the visit, we learned that each
year the Red Cross responds to about 70,000
natural and man-made disasters, ranging from
small incidents, like house fires, to large-scale
disasters like Hurricane Sandy and the 2010
earthquake in Haiti. Additionally, the Red
Cross, through numerous blood drives, pro-
vides approximately 40 percent of the Nation’s
blood supply.

The visit also provided us with the oppor-
tunity to tour the Digital Operations Center.
The Digital Operations Center is the first social
media-monitoring platform dedicated to hu-
manitarian relief. The Digital Operations Cen-
ter equips the Red Cross to better share safe-
ty and preparedness tips during natural disas-
ters and aims to empower communities suf-
fering during disasters to use social tools to
seek help. After visiting the Digital Operations
Center, | was very impressed with how the
Red Cross has begun to leverage social
media and uses smartphone apps to keep citi-
zens informed before, during, and after disas-
ters.

| am personally thankful for the Greater Indi-
anapolis Red Cross chapter and its volun-
teers. This chapter has truly embraced the
Red Cross ethos of turning “compassion into
action.” Just last year, volunteer Disaster Ac-
tion Teams responded to more than 500
house fires and assisted over 700 families in
recovering from emergencies and disasters.
Additionally, more than 30 volunteers from
East and Central Indiana were an integral part
of the Red Cross’ relief operations after deadly
tornadoes struck Southern Indiana in March of
last year. These examples highlight just a few
of the capabilities a typical local Red Cross
chapter can offer.

In the upcoming weeks, when you are back
in your Congressional District, please take a
moment to thank your local Red Cross for all
the work they do. The Red Cross is vital to
our Nation’s ability to prepare for, respond to,
and recover from disasters, regardless of the
size, and they deserve our appreciation.

———

SHIPYARD LAYS KEEL OF THE
JOHN WARNER SUBMARINE

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
announce that former Virginia Senator and
Secretary of the Navy John Warner was hon-
ored last Saturday at a keel laying ceremony
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at Newport News Shipbuilding, a subsidiary of
Huntington Ingalls Industries. This is a special
occasion for the Navy and the Commonwealth
of Virginia as the John Warner SSN 785, a
377-foot nuclear-powered submarine, is the
first Virginia-class fast attack submarine to be
named after a person. The submarine’s apt
namesake shows John Warner’s dedication to
the service of our country. Construction of the
12th Virginia-class submarine began in 2009
and it is scheduled to be delivered to the Navy
in 2015. | am pleased to have served with
John Warner in Congress and submit a Daily
Press accounting of the ceremony.

[From the Daily Press, Mar. 17, 2013]
SHIPYARD LAYS KEEL OF THE JOHN WARNER
SUBMARINE
(By Michael Welles Shapiro)

On Saturday the former lawmaker whose
fingerprints are all over Newport News
Shipbuilding’s involvement in the construc-
tion of Virginia-class nuclear submarines
watched as his initials were welded onto a
piece of the shipyard’s latest boat.

In a rarity in military shipbuilding, the
shipyard laid the keel of a fast-attack sub-
marine with its namesake, former senator
and Secretary of the Navy John Warner, in
attendance.

The boat is the 12th in the Virginia-class
program and it is scheduled for delivery to
the Navy in 2015. The shipyard, a unit of
Huntington Ingalls Industries, builds the
boats in partnership with General Dynamics
Electric Boat in Groton, Conn., a unique ar-
rangement that Warner is credited with
helping to start.

Shipyard president Matt Mulherin said
naming the latest submarine for Warner is
fitting because ‘‘he led the efforts to create
this teaming agreement between Newport
News Shipbuilding and Electric Boat to co-
operatively build these submarines.”

Navy leaders also spoke glowingly of the
joint construction program. Adm. John
Richardson, the director of the Naval Nu-
clear Propulsion Program, said, ‘‘the on-
time, on-cost, on-quality implementation of
this program is well-known.”’

Warner also received accolades from law-
makers in attendance.

Sen. Mark Warner, who is no relation, said
he admired the former senator for being a
politician who was willing to set aside poli-
tics when push came to shove.

Mark Warner, a Democrat, said that when
he was governor, John Warner, a Republican,
spoke out in support of a Mark Warner budg-
et bill that had stalled during a partisan tug
of war.

“We could use a lot more John Warners in
the United States Congress at this point,”” he
said.

John Warner’s wife, Jeanne, is the sub-
marine’s sponsor.

To close the ceremony the couple chalked
their initials on a steel plate before shipyard
worker Matthew Shilling welded the letters
onto the metal.

Shilling, 27, said after the ceremony that
he’d been practicing welding block letters
during the week leading up to the keel lay-
ing.

But Warner threw the shipbuilder a curve
when he wrote his ‘“‘J” in cursive with a
flourish. ‘I was nervous,” Shilling said, say-
ing he’s more accustomed to working in a
loud construction environment.

Warner also improvised a bit as the cere-
mony wrapped up.

The Navy and Marine Corps veteran made
an unexpected gesture to show that the sub-
marine represents not just him but an entire
generation that served in World War II.

He asked the sub’s prospective com-
manding officer, Cmdr. Dan Caldwell, to
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have a small pin that he and others who

served received at the end of the war Kkept

onboard the submarine near the steel plate.
WHAT’S IN A NAME?

From 1903 to the late 1960s, attack sub-
marines like the Warner were given the
names of fish and creatures of the deep—the
Seawolf, the Sturgeon and the Whale, for in-
stance.

In his speech, Warner attributed a change
in that convention to former Secretary of
Defense Melvin Laird.

Warner said he and Adm. Hyman Rick-
over—the famed admiral who pushed Con-
gress to buy nuclear-powered ships—were
called in to meet with Laird and the sec-
retary brought up the topic of ship names.

Laird told the two men, ‘‘fish don’t appro-
priate, and fish don’t vote, so stop calling
them fish,”” according to Warner.

Since 1973 the country’s two large classes
of attack submarines have been named for
cities and states. The two exceptions to
those traditions are a boat that was named
for Rickover and built in the 1980s and the
Warner.

Military ships of any sort are seldom
named for living people.

Starting in the 1970s about three ships a
decade have been named for people who are
living at the time of the announcement, ac-
cording to a July 2012 Navy report to Con-
gress on naming conventions.

The list includes four presidents, former
Arizona Rep. Gabby Giffords, astronaut and
former senator John Glenn and comedian
Bob Hope, who was famous for his numerous
United Service Organizations shows to enter-
tain military personnel.

‘““(W)hile naming ships after living persons
remains a relatively rare occurrence . . . it
is now an accepted but sparingly used prac-
tice for pragmatic (Navy) secretaries of both
parties,” the report says.

‘“(O)ccasionally honoring an especially de-
serving member of Congress, U.S. naval lead-
er or famous American with a ship name so
that they might end their days on earth
knowing that their life’s work is both recog-
nized and honored by America’s Navy-Marine
Corps Team, and that their spirit will ac-
company and inspire the team in battle, is
sometimes exactly the right thing to do.”

Asked how he felt about having a sub-
marine named for him, Warner said, “‘I’m not
too much of a philosopher,” but “I'm hum-
bled.”

DEVON FOX
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2013

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Devon Fox for
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Devon Fox is
an 11th grader at IB Program at Lakewood
High and received this award because him de-
termination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Devon Fox
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Devon Fox for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
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| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of him future ac-
complishments.

———

HONORING EAST CENTRAL HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2013

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the accomplishments of my constituents
at East Central High School in Dearborn
County, Indiana.

The Business Professionals of America
chapter at East Central High School recently
competed in the 2013 State Leadership Con-
ference held in Indianapolis. Students partici-
pated and placed in the Broadcast Production,
Global Marketing, Financial Math and Anal-
ysis, Entrepreneurship, Fundamentals of Word
Processing, and Advanced Accounting com-
petitions.

Business Professionals of America competi-
tions are a great way for students to develop
leadership and technology skills that are most
needed for today’s competitive workforce and
economy.

| want to congratulate the team and those
students who participated in the state contest:
Brittany Begley, Lucas Gramman, Jake Giriffin,
Jesse Hamilton, Danielle McClure, Hannah
Patton, Tyler Seiwert, Payton Stonefield, and
A.J. Waltz. | also want to recognize the faculty
sponsors, Kelly Pettit and Tina Waechter, for
their leadership in these students’ lives. In ad-
dition, Jake and Danielle qualified for the Na-
tional Competition and will be representing the
state in May.

| ask the entire 6th Congressional District to
join me in congratulating the East Central High
School Business Professionals of America
team for their hard work and in wishing them
continued success in competition.

————

NEWBORN SCREENING SAVES
LIVES ACT

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2013

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
join with my friend and colleague from Cali-
fornia, Congresswoman ROYBAL-ALLARD, to in-
troduce the Newborn Screening Saves Lives
Reauthorization Act of 2013. This legislation
would reauthorize critical federal programs
that assist states in improving and expanding
their newborn screening programs, supporting
parent and provider newborn screening edu-
cation, and ensuring laboratory quality and
surveillance.

Over 4 million babies will be born across the
United States this year, and each and every
one will be touched by newborn screening.
Most screenings are done using a simple
“heel stick” blood sample collected before the
newborn leaves the hospital. These
screenings test for serious genetic, metabolic
or hearing disorders that may not be apparent
at birth.

Approximately 1 in every 300 newborns in
the United States has a condition that can be
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detected through screening. If left untreated,
these conditions can cause serious illness,
lifetime disabilities and even death. Without
early interventions, these infants and their
families suffer enormous emotional and eco-
nomic burdens. Imagine the burden of know-
ing that your child died or is suffering from a
disease that could have been prevented if
identified through newborn screening. No baby
should suffer or die if a screening test can
prevent it.

Newborn screening not only saves lives but,
it also saves money. As a former dentist, |
know well the importance of diagnosing and
treating a condition early in a child’s life. Ac-
cording to a 2012 study on severe combined
immunodeficiency (SCID)—one of the 31 core,
treatable conditions recommended for state
newborn screening programs—the Medicaid
cost of treating a baby with SCID in the first
two years of life can cost more than $2 million
dollars. Yet, an infant diagnosed early can be
cured through a simple bone marrow trans-
plant—costing just $100,000 if performed in
the first three months of life.

In 2008, Congresswoman ROYBAL-ALLARD
and | introduced the original Newborn Screen-
ing Saves Lives Act (P.L. 110-204), which en-
couraged states to uniformly test for a rec-
ommended set of disorders and provided re-
sources for states to expand and improve their
newborn screening programs. Prior to pas-
sage, the number and quality of newborn
screening tests varied greatly from state to
state. In 2007, only 10 states and the District
of Columbia required infants to be screened
for all of the “core conditions” recommended
by the Secretary’s Advisory Committee on
Heritable Disorders in Newborns and Children.
Today, 44 states and the District of Columbia
require screening for at least 29 of the 31
treatable core conditions.

The Newborn Screenings Saves Lives Re-
authorization Act builds upon the foundation
laid by the original legislation and will ensure
that infants continue to receive comprehensive
and effective screenings. The legislation reau-
thorizes programs at the Health Resources
and Services Administration to assist states’
efforts to improve their screening programs,
educate parents and health care providers,
and improve follow-up care for infants with
conditions detected through newborn screen-
ing. The legislation also renews the Sec-
retary’s Advisory Committee on Heritable Dis-
orders in Newborns and Children, which main-
tains and updates the Recommended Uniform
Screening Panel that states use to adopt and
implement new conditions. Improvement of
data quality is also needed to track the clinical
outcomes of children more effectively and to
refine protocols for short-term and long-term
follow-up of children with conditions identified
through newborn screening. That is why the
Reauthorization Act establishes a grant pro-
gram within the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention to assist states in developing
follow-up and tracking programs.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
with me in supporting this critical legislation—
because no baby should die or suffer the dev-
astating health consequences of a condition
that could have been treated or prevented if
identified through newborn screening.
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