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in the Civil War. Captain Patrick Foley, an im-
migrant from County Kerry, Ireland, served in
the 23rd Regiment lllinois Volunteer Infantry
(“the Irish Brigade”), fought under General
Philip Sheridan in the last major Civil War bat-
tle, the siege of Petersburg, and was present
at Appomattox Court House for the final sur-
render.

Rita’s father, Dr. Thomas P. Foley, was a
past President of the Chicago Medical Society.
Following in the footsteps of her mother, Eliza-
beth Hannon Foley, Rita graduated from Chi-
cago Teachers College in 1943 and started
her career as a kindergarten teacher in Chi-
cago public schools.

Rita’s husband, the late Thomas J. Halpin,
to whom she was married for over sixty-two
years, was a captain serving with the 88th In-
fantry during the liberation of Rome in World
War Il. Her grandson, Sean R. Halpin, con-
tinues the family tradition of military service as
a first lieutenant in United States Forces/
Korea.

Rita raised four children and then returned
to teaching where she was an elementary
school teacher at St. Paul of the Cross School
in Park Ridge, lllinois for almost two decades.
She is still fondly remembered by her many
pupils.

For historical purposes, | submit this state-
ment to be made part of the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD in honor of Rita Foley Halpin and the
contributions that she and her family have
made to this country.

———

TRIBUTE TO BOY SCOUT TROOP
ONE’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. WILLIAM L. OWENS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2013

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Boy Scouts of Troop One in
Ballston Spa, NY and their 100th anniversary
celebration.

On December 27, 1912, the Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Ballston Spa signed a charter
with the Boy Scouts of America to sponsor
Boy Scout Troop One. Troop One formed just
three years after the first national chapter of
Boy Scouts of America, making it one of New
York’s oldest Boy Scout Troops.

For the last 100 years, Troop One’s young
men have demonstrated the Boy Scouts of
America’s principles of loyalty, leadership, re-
sourcefulness and commitment to community
service. Its members have engaged in count-
less volunteer projects and educational activi-
ties that have built a stronger community.

| commend the scout masters, parents and
volunteers who have mentored so many of the
Capital-Saratoga Region’s young men, 58 of
whom have risen to the highest level of scout-
ing and become Eagle Scouts. That proud tra-
dition continues today with the 45 scouts cur-
rently active in Troop One.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating all current and former members of Boy
Scout Troop One of Ballston Spa for this mile-
stone, thanking them for all their contributions
to the Capital-Saratoga Region and wishing
them all the best in the many years of scout-
ing ahead of them.
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HONORING LARRY GOMEZ FOR HIS
SERVICE TO OMAHA CHAMBER

HON. LEE TERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2013

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Larry Gomez on his last week as Direc-
tor of Small Business Services at the Omaha
Chamber of Commerce. After 36 years serving
small business owners in Omaha, Larry will
hang up his Chamber shoes on March 15th
and replace them with golf shoes.

A graduate of Bishop-Ryan High School in
1966 and of the University of Nebraska-
Omaha in 1971, Larry spent his days as cap-
tain of the baseball team. When he wasn’t
busy with baseball, he earned a speech and
communication/business degree from UNO.
Upon graduating, he took a job with the City
of Omaha in 1972 as the Chief Relocation Of-
ficer where he spearheaded the relocation of
52 businesses from the Central Park Mall.

Since he joined the Omaha Chamber in
1976 he hasn’t looked back. As Director of the
Omaha Regional Minority Purchasing Council,
he matched minority businesses with cor-
porate buyers. In 1978, Larry was named Di-
rector of Small Business Council and Area
Councils. Major milestones during his tenure
with the Chamber include: Buy the Big O!
Show, Omaha 25 Fastest Growing (now the
Big O! Excellence Awards), Business on the
Green, and the Area Council Golden Spike
Awards. In the last five years, Larry has been
an integral part of the membership team and
member retention.

Larry has been a tremendously valuable re-
source for my office. Whether it was setting up
a group of business leaders to discuss cyber
technology or the hurdles facing owners, Larry
was always the first call.

| am going to miss seeing him at the many
ribbon cuttings we've attended together
through the years. What | do look forward to,
however, is seeing if he puts his band—Larry
Gomez and the Brotherhood—back together
again.

So | rise today to thank him for his years of
service and for his efforts to strengthen our
city. May his drives be straight and his putts
be few. | speak for all Omahans when | say
we’ll miss him and the energy he brought to
the Chamber.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2013

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, March 4, 2013, | was unable to be
present for recorded votes. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes” on rollcall
vote No. 56 (on the motion to suspend the
rules and pass H.R. 307).
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TRIBUTE TO EMILY HARRIS

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2013

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and recognize Emily Harris for
being named a 2013 Forty Under 40 honoree
by the award-winning central lowa publication,
Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines area who are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious distinction,
which is based on a combined criteria of com-
munity involvement and success in their cho-
sen career field. The 2013 class of Forty
Under 40 honorees join an impressive roster
of 560 business leaders and growing.

Emily Harris is a patent attorney and share-
holder at Davis Brown Law Firm. In the firm’s
intellectual property department, Emily is
tasked with obtaining patent, trademark, and
copyright protection for clients and supporting
the intellectual property litigators. Ms. Harris’
role at Davis Brown also allows her passion
for science to intersect with her avocation of
supporting startup businesses. Emily co-found-
ed the firm’s Startup Launchpad website to as-
sist young companies in accessing legal solu-
tions and avoiding legal pitfalls. Outside of
work, Emily enjoys reading and has published
numerous articles on property law. Ms. Harris
is also heavily involved in her community
through her service as a member of the Great-
er Des Moines Partnership’s Capital Cross-
roads Technology Transfer committee, as well
as her previous work with the lowa Organiza-
tion of Women Attorneys and pro bono work
for the former lowa Biosciences Alliance. In all
aspects of her busy life, Emily is an example
of hard work and service that our state can be
proud of.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Emily in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud Mrs. Harris for utilizing
her talents to better both her community and
the great state of lowa. | invite my colleagues
in the House to join me in congratulating Emily
on receiving this esteemed designation, thank-
ing those at Business Record for their great
work, and wishing each member of the 2013
Forty Under 40 class continued success.

———

IN HONOR OF SERGEANT LORAN
LEE “BUTCH” BAKER, JR.

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2013

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a brave and honorable community hero,
the late Sergeant Loran Lee “Butch” Baker,
Jr. A Sergeant in the Santa Cruz Police De-
partment, Butch was known not only for his in-
vestigative ability and skills in gathering intel-
ligence, but also for his larger-than-life per-
sonality, his commitment to his family, his
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sense of humor, and his continual love for oth-
ers. An avid sports fan, Butch enjoyed watch-
ing NASCAR races, and cheering for his fa-
vorite teams, The San Francisco Giants and
The San Jose Sharks.

Butch was born in San Francisco, California
in 1961, and met his future wife, Kelly, when
they were only ten and eleven years old. In
1985, Butch joined the Santa Cruz Police De-
partment, where he displayed an unwavering
commitment to protect and defend the citizens
of the City of Santa Cruz. In 1989, Butch
earned a Medal of Valor in for his heroic ac-
tions following the earthquake. Additionally,
Butch earned numerous state and federal law
enforcement awards throughout his career.

Butch lost his life in a senseless act of vio-
lence, but his legacy will never be forgotten
within our community, and throughout the ex-
tended law enforcement family. My thoughts
are with Sergeant Baker’s family, including his
wife, Kelly, his daughters, Jillian and Ashley,
and his son, Adam.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor the mem-
ory of Sergeant Loran Lee “Butch” Baker, and
to promise that his life and his legacy will
never be forgotten.

CELEBRATING SLEEP AWARENESS
WEEK

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2013

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of the millions of Americans affected by
sleep disorders and insufficient sleep and in
observance of National Sleep Awareness
Week, which occurred last week from March
3rd through 10th.

Sleep disorders affect every age group from
infants to the elderly and are often an indicator
of, or a precursor to other major diseases and
disorders, in addition to being a public health
and safety issue. According to the Institute of
Medicine’s report entitled “Sleep Disorder and
Sleep Deprivation: An Unmet Public Health
Problem” (2006), 50-70 million Americans
chronically suffer from sleep or circadian dis-
orders, while 15% of the population suffers
from sleep—disordered breathing, including ob-
structive sleep apnea. Chronic sleep disorders
include insomnia, REM sleep behavior dis-
order, narcolepsy and other forms of
hypersomnia, and circadian disruptions. These
disorders negatively affect sleep duration, in-
creasing risk of obesity, diabetes, hyper-
tension, cardiovascular disease, stroke, de-
pression, and substance abuse.

Sleep disorders and sleep deprivation cost
$150 billion annually in lost productivity and
$48 billion in medical costs related to motor
vehicle accidents involving drowsy drivers.
Sleep apnea results in excessive daytime
somnolence, poor performance, increased fre-
quency of road traffic accidents, and arterial
hypertension. Prior to diagnosis, patients with
sleep apnea often incur higher costs in their
overall health care. If left untreated, obstruc-
tive sleep apnea has significant negative im-
pacts on health, including early mortality. Fur-
thermore, as our troops return home from Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, there will be great need
for continuing research concerning the link be-
tween sleep apnea and Post Traumatic Stress
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Disorder. A study including 725 active—duty
members of the U.S. Armed Forces found that
85% of them had a sleep disorder. The most
common was obstructive sleep apnea (51%),
followed by insomnia (25%). Through in-
creased federal commitment we can provide
the best care to improve the health of those
brave Americans who have served in uniform.

New treatment options, enhanced patient
care, and future cures will increase the quality
of life and productivity of the workforce. Re-
search funding can also spur local economies
through discovery of new technologies that
can lead to the creation of new jobs. Federal
investment in sleep research at the National
Institutes of Health National Center on Sleep
Disorders Research, are vital to supporting
discoveries in the area of sleep disorders and
job creation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in supporting sustained and meaningful im-
provements in the health and healthcare of the
millions of Americans whose health is com-
promised because of sleep disorders. By in-
creasing awareness of the need for increased
research funding, we will be able to continue
to examine the links between sleep and health
in an effort to improve the health of the popu-
lation and lower overall healthcare costs.

———

HONORING THE EXEMPLARY LIFE
AND CAREER OF SHERIFF MI-
CHAEL McDONALD

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2013

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to remember and honor the exemplary life and
service of Stark County Sheriff Michael
McDonald who sadly passed away on Feb-
ruary 22nd, 2013. Sheriff McDonald joined the
police force at the young age of 18 and over
time proved himself to be an effective and tal-
ented officer. He served the county in many
capacities over his long and illustrious career,
including sheriff, chief deputy and jail adminis-
trator. The selfless nature that dedicated pub-
lic servants like Sheriff McDonald embody is
what makes our country great.

Sheriff McDonald was a man who gave him-
self to his community and the people of Stark
County, making the lives of those living in the
community safer. His legacy will continue to
be felt every day as the people and the de-
partment that he cared so deeply about con-
tinues to protect and serve.

| would like to extend my deepest and
heartfelt sympathies to Sheriff McDonald’s
family: his wife Judy, his son Bradley; his
daughter and son-in-law, Kelly and Gabe
Moser; his sisters and brother-in-law, Joanne
and James Caplea, Laura McDonald and Mary
Lou McDonald; sister-in-law, Kelly McDonald;
his father and mother-in-law, Paul and Norma
Zwick; his in-laws, Rick and Linda Heithoff,
Rose Elmerick and John and Sandy Swigert;
and his beloved nieces and nephews. | would
also like to extend my sympathies to the Sher-
iff's second family, the men and women of the
Stark County Sheriff's Department. Rest as-
sured that his 32 years of devotion to the peo-
ple of Stark Count will never be forgotten.

March 13, 2013

HONORING DAVID WENDEL’S 25
YEARS OF SERVICE AS A DEA-
CON TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

HON. DENNIS A. ROSS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2013

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 25 years of service that David
Wendel has given to the Catholic Church as a
Deacon.

He started as an altar boy at St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church in Lakeland for Father Bryan
Walsh. He continued to serve at St. Joseph’s
and then also started serving at St. John Neu-
mann Catholic Church in Lakeland in the mid-
1980s.

Mr. Wendel became one of the first 500 vol-
unteers to join what is now known as
AmeriCorps and assist our country.

His commitment to service led him to be-
lieve that if you see a problem, you must get
involved in fixing it. He encouraged many
members of his family to get involved in their
communities. Every Saturday he took his
nephew, Brian, to visit the elderly and handi-
capped which helped create a foundation for
service in Brian’s life.

Mr. Wendel now serves at a church in Geor-
gia.

| want to thank him for his 25 years of serv-
ice to our community and country.

TRIBUTE TO ANGELA HILBERT
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2013

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and recognize Angela Hilbert for
being named a 2013 Forty Under 40 honoree
by the award-winning central lowa publication,
Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines area who are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious distinction,
which is based on a combined criteria of com-
munity involvement and success in their cho-
sen career field. The 2013 class of Forty
Under 40 honorees join an impressive roster
of 560 business leaders and growing.

Angela Hilbert is the Sales and Marketing
Director for Deerfield Retirement Community.
An lowa native and graduate of the University
of Northern lowa, Angela always knew she
wanted her work to include assisting and influ-
encing those around her. This passion has led
Angela to extensive involvement with non-
profits in lowa over the last decade, including
the YMCA of Greater Des Moines, the Des
Moines Community Playhouse, the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation, and the
Easter Seals of lowa, just to name a few. An-
gela married her high school sweetheart Rob,
and together they live in Urbandale with their
daughters, Samantha and Emerson. Indicative
of her character, Angela is honored to be
among the 2013 Class of Forty Under 40 and
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