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winning the Missouri State High School Swim-
ming Championship. 

The team included sisters Nikki and Kaylee 
Sisson, Madeline Nelson, Lauren Beatty, 
Emma Chadwell, Tori Harmon, Hannah Leif, 
and Macie Beairsto. It was through their hard 
work and dedication that they took overall first 
place with a score of 190, beating the runner- 
up by nearly 40 points. 

I would also like to commend Nikki Sisson 
on winning the 50-yard freestyle, as well as 
the 200 and 400-yard freestyle relay teams for 
also taking first place. 

Head Coach Steve Boyce and Assistant 
Coach Robert Muench should also be proud 
of their accomplishments in guiding this group 
of talented athletes. I commend them all on a 
job well done. The Springfield community is 
justifiably proud of the extraordinary accom-
plishments of these young ladies. This is the 
first swim team from Southwest Missouri to 
win the championship. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Glendale High School State Cham-
pion Girls Swim Team. 

f 

ALINA TRUJILLO 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Alina Trujillo 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Alina Trujillo is 
an 11th grader at Jefferson High School and 
received this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Alina Tru-
jillo is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Alina 
Trujillo for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ANGELA DETHLEFS- 
TRETTIN 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and recognize Angela Dethlefs- 
Trettin for being named a 2013 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines area who are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious distinction, 

which is based on a combined criteria of com-
munity involvement and success in their cho-
sen career field. The 2013 class of Forty 
Under 40 honorees join an impressive roster 
of 560 business leaders and growing. 

Angela Dethlefs-Trettin has been an active 
member of the philanthropic community in 
Iowa and across the country for nearly her en-
tire life. Originally from Waterloo, she first 
served on the foundation board Teen Trust as 
a high school student. She went on to work at 
the Community Foundation of Northeast Iowa 
and helped to establish community founda-
tions in many of the rural communities in that 
part of the state, working with local citizens to 
capture charitable dollars that will positively 
impact important community projects for gen-
erations to come. Her passion led her to the 
Iowa Council of Foundations, where she 
worked with grantmakers across our great 
state, and ultimately to her new role as Direc-
tor of Community Investment and Initiatives at 
the Community Foundation of Greater Des 
Moines. Angela continues to volunteer her 
time for various philanthropic initiatives 
throughout her community and was recently 
named to the National Standards Board for 
U.S. Community Foundations. Outside of her 
personal and professional philanthropy efforts, 
Angela’s focus is on her husband, Matt, and 
her son, Henry. In every facet of her life, An-
gela is an example of service and Iowa work 
ethic that our state can be proud of. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Angela in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud Mrs. Dethlefs-Trettin for 
utilizing her talents to better both her commu-
nity and the great state of Iowa. I invite my 
colleagues in the House to join me in con-
gratulating Angela on receiving this esteemed 
designation, thanking those at Business 
Record for their great work, and wishing each 
member of the 2013 Forty Under 40 class 
continued success. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF MEL PARIS 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life of Mel Paris, an Amer-
ican veteran from Illinois, who recently passed 
away on March 3rd, 2013. Mel was best 
known as a dedicated community leader, as 
well as an ardent public servant, and his loss 
is felt throughout the community. 

Mel was truly a friend and advocate of work-
ing men and women across our state, along 
with those less fortunate. He held several po-
sitions throughout his career with the Inter-
national Union, United Automobile, Aerospace 
and Agricultural Implement Workers of Amer-
ica (UAW), including President of his local 
union. Mel also served as a Winnebago Coun-
ty Board member, where he tirelessly worked 
for the betterment of his community. 

Even after his retirement, he continued a life 
of service to others. Mel was elected as Presi-
dent of the UAW Rockford Area Building asso-
ciation where he continued to serve the mem-
bers of the UAW, until his untimely passing. 
Mel touched everyone he met, and was some-

one whom you could always turn to with your 
personal or professional problems. 

Mr. Speaker, I am forever grateful for Mel’s 
contributions as a serviceman and leader in 
his community, and am deeply saddened by 
his passing. I offer my sincerest thoughts and 
prayers to his wife Charlotte, the rest of the 
Paris family, and the entire Rockford 
community. 

f 

HONORING BRIGADIER GENERAL 
EARL C. ACUFF USA (RET.) THE 
FORMER COMMANDANT OF THE 
VIRGINIA TECH CORPS OF CA-
DETS 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Brigadier General Earl C. Acuff, USA 
(Ret.), the Commandant of the Virginia Tech 
Corps of Cadets from 1973 to 1980, who 
passed away on February 13, 2013. A native 
of Iowa, Earl Acuff learned to box as a young 
boy and became a Golden Gloves champion 
while in high school; he earned a full football 
scholarship to the University of Idaho, where 
he met his wife, Mary-Low, and enlisted in 
ROTC. After the attack on Pearl Harbor, Earl 
Acuff was shipped to the Aleutian Islands in 
Alaska, where he served as the executive offi-
cer to the 1st Intelligence Combat Platoon. He 
provided strong leadership as the unique unit 
scouted Japanese forces in the Aleutian Is-
lands without resupply or personal contact 
with the outside world; after the war, the unit 
mapped the entire western coastline of Alas-
ka. 

Earl Acuff briefly left the military, working as 
a bush pilot, a big game guide, and a high 
school teacher in Anchorage before he was 
asked to rejoin the United States Army to 
teach Arctic survival skills. General Acuff went 
on to serve as commander of the 1st Bat-
talion, 17th Infantry, 7th Infantry Division, and 
led the fight to defend Hills 255 and 266 dur-
ing the Korean War. His extraordinary valor 
resulted in his being awarded a Purple Heart, 
second Combat Infantryman Badge, a Silver 
Star with Oak Leaf Cluster, and a Bronze Star 
with four Oak Leaf Clusters and V for Valor. 
He was a Master Parachutist who provided 
important insight as the United States Army 
revaluated its Ranger training program; in 
1965 he became the oldest man to success-
fully graduate as a United States Army Ranger 
at the age of 47. 

Earl Acuff then earned a master’s degree 
from George Washington University and 
worked for the United States Department of 
State before rejoining the battlefield as com-
mander of the 3rd Brigade, 1st Infantry Divi-
sion Republic of Vietnam, where he earned 
his third Combat Infantryman Badge. In 1969 
Earl Acuff became the Deputy Post Com-
mander at the U.S. Army Infantry School. 

One year later, he joined the faculty at Vir-
ginia Tech as a military science instructor. In 
1974 Earl Acuff was promoted to Brigadier 
General and became the commandant of the 
Virginia Tech Corps of Cadets, where he con-
tinued the proud tradition of training young 
men and women to become the nation’s mili-
tary leaders. 
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Earl Acuff also began a competitive career 

in racquetball, earning 20 gold medals at 
major national and international tournaments 
and induction into several halls of fame. 

Brigadier General Acuff was predeceased 
by his wife, Mary-Low, and son, William, and 
will be fondly remembered and greatly missed 
by his children, Thomas, Dan, Ardis, Rodney, 
Janice, Teresa, and Dawn, and their families; 
and numerous other family members, friends, 
and admirers. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in remembering Brigadier General Acuff and 
his dedicated service to the nation. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE BICENTENNIAL 
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BLOOM-
FIELD 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Township of Bloomfield, lo-
cated in Essex County, New Jersey, which is 
celebrating its Bicentennial Anniversary. 

Bloomfield has a rich history that dates back 
to pre-revolutionary days. The land that would 
become Bloomfield was bought by English 
settlers from the Yantecaw Indians, a tribe of 
the Lenni Lenape, in the 1600s. In 1812, the 
town which was part of Newark, broke off and 
was incorporated as the Township of Bloom-
field, taking its name from the historic Pres-
byterian parish in town named for Joseph 
Bloomfield. At that time it covered a vast 
20.52 square miles, though many of the out-
lying towns soon would become their own mu-
nicipalities. That same year, a Justice of the 
Peace and four constables were elected, as 
well as a Township Committee formed. By 
1816, Bloomfield had opened a post office. In 
the following years the township government 
became further formalized. 

As Bloomfield developed, so did its system 
of education; a characteristic that it takes 
great pride in today. The first school was set 
up in 1758, and more followed. In addition to 
this, by 1810, a notable private school named 
Bloomfield Academy was established. Later, in 
1868, the building was taken over by the Ger-
man Theological School of Newark, the fore-
runner of Bloomfield College. A special school 
law was passed for the Township of Bloom-
field in 1849, establishing the public school 
system. Though rejected by social circles for 
its ‘‘proletarian atmosphere’’ at first, the school 
system grew in popularity and educational fa-
cilities. Today it comprises 11 schools, includ-
ing Bloomfield High School, with over 6,000 
students. 

A very important facet of Bloomfield’s his-
tory is the congregation of Old First Church. 
Formed in 1796, it was named to honor the 
Revolutionary War general Joseph Bloomfield. 
This building is still standing, now called the 
Bloomfield Presbyterian Church on the Green, 
and was placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1978. Another aspect of 
Bloomfield’s history is the first newspaper, the 
Bloomfield Gazette, published in 1872. Later, 
in 1883, this became the Independent Press, 
which is still published in Bloomfield to this 
day. 

By the 19th Century, many changes had 
taken place. The Newark and Pompton Turn-

pike (now Bloomfield Ave), allowed Bloomfield 
to become a commercial center, housing 
many industrious mills and factories. Addition-
ally, with the opening of the Morris Canal in 
1831, commerce increased and provided 
recreation for the inhabitants. By the end of 
the century, many other amenities had 
reached Bloomfield; a railroad, streetcars, 
banks, telephone service, mail service, and 
lastly, electricity and sewage lines. 

The industrious town of Bloomfield played a 
part in American history, most notably during 
the Civil War, as well as World War I and II, 
providing many vital materials and aid. Set up 
in 1830, the Oakes Mills provided the town 
with yarn and cloth, but after being rebuilt due 
to a fire, the mill then specialized in flannels. 
During a period of financial crisis, the people 
of Bloomfield kept the Mill alive, and in turn, 
the Oakes Mills again flourished, producing 
tweeds and wools. During the Civil War, 
Oakes Mills provided a great deal of the indigo 
blue cloth for the Union uniforms. Later, they 
provided most of the material used in making 
fire and police uniforms. In addition to the con-
tributions of the Oakes Mills, during the World 
Wars, the Township of Bloomfield held many 
drives to collect essential materials needed by 
the troops, such as metals, bandage linens, 
and other commodities. Despite its closure in 
1945, the Oakes Mills remain an important 
facet of Bloomfield’s history. 

Today, Bloomfield boosts a rich history, 
alongside its diverse population and culture. 
Its close-knit community atmosphere is a de-
fining feature of the town, as has been main-
tained since the early years. Bloomfield is 
home to a middle and working class popu-
lation, and also boasts many organizations, 
such as those in the cultural arts, and civic 
and neighborhood associations, with which 
many residents are involved. The Township of 
Bloomfield is proud to celebrate its history and 
looks forward to its future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Township of 
Bloomfield and its residents as they celebrate 
their Bicentennial Anniversary. 

f 

ALYSIA MORA-PINA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Alysia Mora- 
Pina for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Alysia 
Mora-Pina is a 12th grader at Jefferson High 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Alysia 
Mora-Pina is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Alysia Mora-Pina for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

TRIBUTE TO LORI GELHAAR 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and recognize Lori Gelhaar for 
being named a 2013 Forty Under 40 honoree 
by the award-winning central Iowa publication, 
Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines area who are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious distinction, 
which is based on a combined criteria of com-
munity involvement and success in their cho-
sen career field. The 2013 class of Forty 
Under 40 honorees join an impressive roster 
of 560 business leaders and growing. 

Lori Gelhaar serves as Kaplan University’s 
Director of Career Services and Corporate Re-
lations, where she manages all aspects of the 
Career Services department after redeveloping 
the entire department from scratch. Under her 
tenure, Kaplan University has seen career 
placement for graduates spike to an average 
of 94% as she coordinates and markets all 
employer relations events. Her work at Kaplan 
University has earned herself, her college, and 
her department numerous awards at the state 
and national levels. Outside of work, Lori is 
the chair of the Employers’ Council of Iowa, 
on the board of directors for the Urbandale 
Chamber of Commerce, and founded Keeping 
Educated Youth in Des Moines. Lori has been 
married to her husband Gerry since 2003, and 
together they have three children: Tyler, 
Devin, and Madison. In every facet of her life, 
Lori is an example of service and Iowa work 
ethic that our state can be proud of. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Lori in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud Mrs. Gelhaar for utilizing 
her talents to better both her community and 
the great state of Iowa. I invite my colleagues 
in the House to join me in congratulating Lori 
on receiving this esteemed designation, thank-
ing those at Business Record for their great 
work, and wishing each member of the 2013 
Forty Under 40 class continued success. 

f 

HONORING JAMES H. 
DRUMWRIGHT, JR. 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor a very special World War 
II veteran, Mr. James H. Drumwright, Jr. of 
Richardson, Texas. Recently, Mr. Drumwright, 
along with three other North Texas veterans, 
received France’s highest distinction, the Le-
gion of Honor, for their extraordinary service 
on the French battlefield. During the cere-
mony, Frederic Bontems, consul general of 
France in Houston, pinned the Knight in the 
French Order of Legion of Honor on these four 
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