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celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.
They have two adoring daughters and six
grandchildren. | am proud to represent Rev-
erend Mitchell and extremely happy to con-
sider him my friend.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in congratu-
lating Reverend R.T. Mitchell on his 35th anni-
versary as Pastor of New Revelation Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. For his lifetime of
leadership and selfless service to others, he is
worthy of the highest praise.

——————
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Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to pay tribute to Ms. Mary Blas Pablo for
her extraordinary dedication to duty and serv-
ice to the United States of America. Mrs.
Pablo will retire after 27 years of distinguished
service to the Nation as an Army Civilian.

Ms. Pablo began her service in the Pen-
tagon in 1985 with the Department of the
Army’s Military Operations, Training Direc-
torate. She relocated to Guam in 1986 as part
of her husband’s military reassignment where
she worked for the Naval Supply Depot from
1986-1988. Mrs. Pablo returned to the Wash-
ington, DC area in 1988 where she began her
24-year tenure with the Office of the Chief of
Legislative Liaison in the Congressional Travel
Office as a Travel Staff Assistant. During this
time, Ms. Pablo coordinated and arranged
travel for Members and employees of Con-
gress averaging 450 Congressional trips annu-
ally. She played a key role and contributed to
several successful and flawless missions.

In 2002, Ms. Pablo became the Chief of the
Army Congressional Travel Office where she
served as the Army’s subject matter expert on
Congressional travel and was responsible for
the administration and management of the
Army’s Congressional Travel Program. Her ex-
pertise and selfless dedication to Congress
and the Army ensured support and assistance
for delegations traveling domestic and abroad,
24 hours a day, seven days a week. Ms.
Pablo was always wiling to do whatever it
took to accomplish the missions vital to Con-
gress and the Army.

Ms. Pablo has continued to remain pas-
sionate about Soldiers, their Families, and en-
suring the quality of life for Service Members
matches the quality of their service. Through
her numerous contributions, she has made a
real and lasting impact towards gaining Con-
gressional trust, confidence, and advocacy for
the Army.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful Nation,
| ask my colleagues to join me today in saying
thank you to Ms. Mary Blas Pablo for her ex-
traordinary dedication to duty and service to
this country throughout her distinguished ca-
reer as an Army Civilian and we wish her, her
husband, Army-retired Ben Pablo, their chil-
dren and grandchildren, Lisa, Todd, Brian,
Talan, Landon and Addisen all the best in her
well deserved retirement.
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to wish Karly Williams a happy birthday.

Karly was born on January 14, 1999 in
Chattanooga, Tennessee. She is the daughter
of Robert and Tracie Williams.

Karly attends Hunter Middle School—Home
of the Hawks—in Ooltewah, Tennessee. At
Hunter, Karly is a member of the WHMS
News crew and won an award for her service.

During the 2012 football season, Karly was
a manager for the football team and now
serves as a manager for the wrestling team.

Karly is a member of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints and the Beehive
class president of the Harrison Bay ward. One
day, Karly hopes to attend Brigham Young
University.

For now, Karly likes fashion, fishing, dance
and drawing. She also likes Chik-fil-A, Red
Lobster, sunny weather, country music and
beaches.

Karly is a girl who loves pearls—and her
daddy’s big, red truck. Wherever daddy is,
Karly wants to be.

Karly’s dog, lzzie, pals around with Aggie.
Aggie, also known as Little Boy, is Mimi's
brown chihuahua. Aggie and lzzie, an Aus-
tralian cattle dog, live with Karly on Birchwood
Pike in Harrison, Tennessee.
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Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, last week, Cali-
fornia lost one of its most beloved individuals,
Huell Howser. Huell was known to so many
Californians as the friendly host of California’s
Gold, the long running public television pro-
gram from which he retired late last year.

Huell’s southern accent made it clear that
he wasn’t a native Californian. He was born in
Tennessee but moved to Los Angeles in 1981
to become a reporter for KCBS. He fell in love
with his new home and created his own tele-
vision show dedicated to life in California. The
premise was simple. He, a cameraman, and a
hand-held microphone traveled across the
state, visiting everything from national parks to
litle known mom-and-pop shops, in search of
California stories. He found them.

His folksy charm was disarming and his im-
promptu interviews were lighthearted and
friendly. He talked to nearly everyone he met
and found the most incredible stories ranging
from tragic and touching to obscure and won-
derful. But regardless of where he was vis-
iting, his genuine enthusiasm stole the show.
He was known for his “gee-wiz” demeanor
and being completely fascinated with every-
thing he stumbled upon, often exclaiming
“That's amazing!” The LA Times once called
him “magnificently unslick.” Many Californians
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have mastered their own impression of him,
with love of course.

California’s Gold ran on public television for
19 years. It became many Californians’ “com-
fort television.” Huell Howser was always a
pleasure to watch. Each episode would show
you everything you ever wanted to know about
a place, and perhaps a little more.

He was a personal friend and | will always
have fond memories of our Thanksgivings to-
gether at my brother Jim’s home in San
Pedro. | will never forget listening to Huell and
my mother Ramona share stories of Nashville
where she attended high school.

Since his passing, there has been an out-
pouring of tributes from his fans across the
state who remember him for his optimism and
sincerity. He is truly irreplaceable.

————
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Monday, January 14, 2013

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Brad Belk on his 25 years of service to
the Joplin Museum Complex.

Brad has made it his mission to promote the
local history of Joplin through numerous posi-
tions including author, educator, archivist, his-
torian, exhibit designer, conservator, tour
guide, historian film script writer, director, and
film producer.

Brad has collaborated with the design and
planning of several off-site permanent exhibits
for the Joplin Museum Complex. He has also
renovated many of the exhibit areas including
the museum’s mineral wing and assisted with
the historical restoration of the Ralph L. Gray
Alumni Center. Throughout the years Brad has
given thousands of historical tours, lectures
and presentations. He has also overseen the
addition of ten major collections to the mu-
seum containing over 100,000 artifacts.

In addition, Brad has made large contribu-
tions to the historical literature of the region
writing five books and co-authoring two others.
He also has penned numerous articles on the
region and directed or appeared in thirteen
historical videos—several of which have re-
ceived awards. He recently wrote and directed
a 30-minute video covering the history of Mis-
souri Southern State University, MSSU.

Alongside his work at the museum, Brad
currently serves on the MSSU Alumni board of
directors and is currently completing the 75th
anniversary book for Missouri Southern.

Over the years, Brad has served on the
Missouri History Speakers’ Bureau, as Co-
Chairman of the City of Joplin’s 125th Cele-
bration, and as a board member of the Route
66 Association of Missouri. He was also a
member of the Missouri Alliance for Historic
Preservation, and the Joplin Elk’s Elkland Ad-
visory Committee.

In 2006, Brad was honored with the Mis-
souri Governor’s Missouri Humanities Award.

Mr. Speaker, Brad’s contributions to the city
of Joplin and the state of Missouri are far-
reaching, and it is an honor to recognize him.
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Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor James J. Sweeney of Havertown, Penn-
sylvania. Mr. Sweeney entered the United
States Navy after graduating from high school
in 1943, and served aboard the USS Hancock.
The Hancock took part in some of World War
I’s most pivotal battles, including the inva-
sions of the Philippines, Iwo Jima and Oki-
nawa. Mr. Sweeney was honored for his he-
roic service and awarded the Philippines Lib-
eration Medal, two Battles Stars and a Presi-
dential Unit Commendation.

It was during his time in the Navy, that Mr.
Sweeney befriended his shipmate, John Finn.
Lieutenant Finn received the Medal of Honor
for his heroic actions at Pearl Harbor. During
the Japanese surprise attack, Lieutenant Finn
manned his machine gun and fought off the
Japanese Zeroes for two and half hours even
as he took an onslaught of bullets and shrap-
nel. And for the past nine years, James
Sweeney has tirelessly worked to honor Lieu-
tenant John Finn, who passed away in 2009.
On February 15th, 2011, those efforts proved
successful as the Navy announced that a new
guided missile destroyer will be named the
USS John Finn. For these efforts Mr.
Sweeney is being honored by American Le-
gion Post 667 in Havertown. On behalf of a
grateful Nation, | congratulate Mr. Sweeney on
his efforts to ensure that Lieutenant Finn’s
name and legacy lives on, and for his service
during World War I, reflecting great credit
upon himself and the United States Navy.

IN MEMORY OF HELEN HANSFORD

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 14, 2013

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to one of my dearest
friends and a jewel of southern Kentucky, the
late Helen Hansford.

Helen was a staunch Republican since the
day she was old enough to officially register,
at the age of 21. From then on, she stood firm
on conservative principles with her sweet
southern charm. Helen became a member of
the Republican Women’s Club in 1966, served
as an executive committee member of Ken-
tucky’s Republican Party for more than 20
years, and attended every Republican Na-
tional Convention since 1984, until news of a
malignant brain tumor interrupted her plans in
2011.

Helen’s husband, the late Sherman
Hansford, served as Pulaski County Sheriff for
many years. During his service, Helen was
right by Sherman’s side, serving as a deputy
sheriff and office clerk. She had a passion for
public service and believed in being a part of
transforming her hometown and helping others
succeed. In fact, Helen’s heartbeat raced for
the children in Pulaski County Schools. As the
Executive Assistant to the Pulaski County
Schools Superintendent and a member of the
Pulaski County Board of Education, Helen
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never hesitated to take on the reins of respon-
sibility when action was needed. Yet, she was
always a true lady, winning over hearts with
her generous spirit and words of encourage-
ment.

When Helen believed in a cause, she in-
vested herself into its success with every
ounce of energy she had to offer. She devoted
more than 50 years to numerous boards and
agencies, including the Order of the Eastern
Star, Kentucky Public Retirees, along with
local, state and national Republican politics. In
honor of her tireless dedication, Helen was re-
cently inducted into the Pulaski County Lincoln
Club Hall of Fame and the Republican 5th
District Hall of Fame.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring an irreplaceable friend to southern
Kentucky, the late Helen Hansford.

———

IN HONOR OF CHARLOTTE
ELLSWORTH

HON. SAM FARR
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 14, 2013

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and work of a remarkable moth-
er, wife, friend, and public servant. Charlotte
Ellsworth passed away just before Christmas.
| had the great fortune of meeting her through
her work at the Fort Ord Reuse Authority,
where | often encountered her during meet-
ings or events related to the reuse of Fort Ord.
At FORA, Charlotte was the ever present
cheerful voice on the phone or steady pres-
ence at sometimes heated public meetings. |
know that all of us who have worked with
FORA, either as community leaders, members
of the public, or her colleagues, will miss her
very much.

Charlotte was born in Carmel, California, on
January 5, 1953. Her family lived in Seaside,
California, at the time, but moved to nearby
Prunedale in 1954. Her father was a painter
and foreman of a glass shop on Fort Ord and
was eventually promoted as Engineer of the
Presidio of Monterey. She attended Echo Val-
ley Elementary School in Prunedale and grad-
uated from Watsonville High School in the
class of 1970.

Charlotte was a lifelong member of the Las
Lomas Full Gospel Church in Watsonville,
where she married Kenneth Ellsworth, a sol-
dier at Fort Ord, in 1974. In 1975, Charlotte
and Ken moved to Castroville, where she lived
until her passing. Charlotte and Ken welcomed
a son, Kenneth Jr., in 1976. Kenneth Jr. and
his wife, Edith, both serve as police officers in
Salinas, California. They recently welcomed a
baby girl, Alyssa, who was the light of Char-
lotte’s life and who Ken Sr. laughingly says
“will not be a police officer.”

Mr. Speaker, | know | speak for the whole
House in extending our condolences to Char-
lotte Ellsworth’s family, friends, and col-
leagues. The loss of such a remarkable per-
son is particularly painful. | hope that all of
those affected by her early passing can take
comfort in the remarkable difference that she
made in the lives of all those that she
touched.

January 14, 2013

CONGRATULATING THE 2012 BCS
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS, THE UNI-
VERSITY OF ALABAMA CRIMSON
TIDE
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Monday, January 14, 2013

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to an exceptional group of young men
who, for the second year in a row, have distin-
guished themselves as the undisputed na-
tional champions of college football. On Janu-
ary 7, 2013, the University of Alabama Crim-
son Tide captured the BCS National Cham-
pionship with a decisive 42 to 14 victory over
the Fighting Irish of Notre Dame.

By clinching their third BCS national cham-
pionship in four years, the Crimson Tide has
cemented their place in college football history
and prompted some to ask if this remarkable
team might be unequalled in the storied an-
nals of the game.

As Kevin Scarbinsky of the Birmingham
News observed in a January 8 op-ed,

All the while Notre Dame was reliving his-
tory, Alabama was making it. All over the
golden domes of the Fighting Irish. Only one
team played like a champion Monday in the
BCS National Championship Game. Only one
team shook down the thunder with old-
school football and woke up the echoes of the
greatest dynasties in the sport. Yea Ala-
bama. The Crimson Tide became the third
program in the poll era of college football
history to win a third national championship
in four years by taking apart the first pro-
gram to do it. The Notre Dame champions of
1946, 1947 and 1949 would appreciate the Ala-
bama champions of 2009, 2011 and 2012 be-
cause Alabama’s third title came at Notre
Dame’s expense, right in Notre Dame’s face.

Given that Alabama plays in a South-
eastern Conference that’s won seven straight
BCS titles, in a state with a rival in Auburn
that interrupted this parade with its own
championship, we’'re witnessing the greatest
run in college football history. Greater than
Notre Dame in the 1940s, Alabama in the
1970s or Nebraska in the 1990s.

To win it again Monday was special. To do
it against Notre Dame, Alabama’s historical
nemesis, was memorable. To leave no doubt
on the scoreboard leaves no doubt in the de-
bate. This was history. This is a dynasty.
The best we’ve ever seen. The best there’s
ever been.

Congratulations to head coach Nick Saban,
and coaches Burton Burns, Mike Groh, Doug
Nussmeier, Jeff Stoutland, Jeremy Pruitt, Kirby
Smart, Lance Thompson, Bobby Williams,
Chris  Rumph, Scott Cochran, and Joe
Pannunzio. And, above all, congratulations to
the 2012 BCS Champion Crimson Tide foot-
ball team: Edward Aldag, Ryan Anderson,
Jonathan Atchison, Dakota Ball, Parker
Barrineau, Kenny Bell, Deion Belue, Jerrod
Bierbower, Chris Black, Chris Bonds, Hunter
Bush, Brent Calloway, Caleb Castille, Ha Ha
Clinton-Dix, Landon Collins, Levi Cook, Amari
Cooper, Trey DePriest, Denzel Devall, Quinton
Dial, Josh Dickerson, Xzavier Dickson, Dillon
Drake, Kenyan Drake, Dustin Ellison, Phillip
Ely, Malcolm Faciane, LaMichael Fanning,
D.J. Fluker, Cade Foster, Jalston Fowler, Kurt
Freitag, John Fulton, Brandon Greene, Adam
Griffith, Caleb Gulledge, Rowdy Harrell, Dee
Hart, Tyler Hayes, Ben Howell, Adrian Hub-
bard, Brandon Ivory, Kelly Johnson, Nico
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