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Captain Biggs’ personal decorations include
the Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal, Meritorious Service Medal with one
gold star, Navy Commendation Medal with
three gold stars, Army Commendation Medal,
Navy Achievement Medal and various service
related awards and campaign ribbons.

Captain Biggs is married to the former Ma-
rina Reese. The Biggs’ have four children;
Justin, Eric, Juliana, and Joshua.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Captain Kristian P. Biggs for his
thirty years of service to our country. Captain
Biggs has demonstrated a deep commitment
to the security of our nation. His exemplary
career is a testament to the level of dedication
exhibited among our men and women in the
armed forces. | would like to personally wish
him the best of luck in his future endeavors.

———

NATIONAL MARFAN AWARENESS
MONTH

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 28, 2013

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of the hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans affected by Marfan syndrome and related
heritable connective tissue disorders across
the country.

As February marks National Marfan Aware-
ness Month, it is important to raise awareness
to this rare genetic condition. About 1 in
10,000 Americans carries a genetic mutation
that impacts connective tissue throughout the
entire body. Patients often have disproportion-
ately long limbs, a protruding or indented
chest bone, curved spine, and loose joints.
However, these are not what most concern
Marfan syndrome patients. Internal organs
have connective tissue and in Marfan patients
the aorta, the large artery that carries blood
away from the heart, is weakened and prone
to enlargement and potentially fatal rupture.

This year marks the 30th anniversary of the
enactment of the Orphan Drug Act. While we
have made great strides in addressing rare
conditions since the Orphan Drug Act first be-
came law, we must not lose sight of the work
that still needs to be done. Patients with
Marfan syndrome and related disorders rely
on us to provide investment in critical research
activities so that treatment options can be im-
proved and, most importantly, so that cures
can be found.

| am proud to represent the nation’s fore-
most organization working to support the
Marfan community, the National Marfan Foun-
dation, based in Port Washington, New York.
The Foundation was founded in 1981 by Pris-
cilla Ciccariello, and since then the Foundation
has worked to improve the lives of those af-
fected by Marfan syndrome and related dis-
orders by promoting research, raising aware-
ness, and providing support to those afflicted
with Marfan.

| urge my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing National Marfan Awareness Month. |
look forward to working with colleagues from
both sides of the aisle to make critical invest-
ments in medical research and treatment to
save the lives of people across the United
States.
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RECOGNIZING COOK COUNTY
SPELLING BEE CHAMPION ALIA
ABIAD

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 28, 2013

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Alia Abiad, winner of the Cook
County Spelling Bee.

Alia Abiad is a 7th Grader at McClure Junior
High School, and a resident of my hometown
of Western Springs, IL. In addition to being a
skilled tennis player and violinist for the Chi-
cago Youth Symphony Orchestra, her recent
performances in local Spelling Bees have
demonstrated that she is an extremely dedi-
cated and talented young woman.

Alia diligently practices her spelling inde-
pendently and with her parents every day. She
also gains her edge by reading books in-
tended for an audience well beyond her age.

Alia initially won the title of best speller at
McClure Junior High, and then went on to win
the Cook County Regional Spelling Bee. In
these competitions she maintained a perfect
record, spelling every word correctly. Alia will
be representing her school and her peers at
the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Wash-
ington, DC this upcoming May.

This victory is a reminder of how prepara-
tion, practice, and perseverance produce solid
results, even when facing difficult challenges.
| call on all my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Alia Abiad for her tremendous ac-
complishment.

———————

RECOGNIZING SUSAN RIGBY AS

THE 2014 ESCAMBIA COUNTY,
FLORIDA TEACHER OF THE
YEAR

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 28, 2013

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mrs. Susan Rigby as the
2014 Escambia County, Florida Teacher of the
Year. Mrs. Rigby has been an inspiration to
her students, her colleagues, and our commu-
nity; and | am honored to recognize her suc-
cess and achievements.

In 1983, Mrs. Rigby graduated from the Uni-
versity of West Florida with a bachelor's de-
gree in Business Management, and in 2005
she earned a master's degree from the Uni-
versity of West Florida in Clinical Teaching
and Special Education. However, Mrs. Rigby’s
passion for teaching began well before 2005.
Since 1989, Mrs. Rigby has served the stu-
dents and community of Northwest Florida,
both in the Escambia County and Santa Rosa
County school districts. Mrs. Rigby initially
served an ESE Teacher Assistant and Sub-
stitute Teacher for the Escambia County
School District from 1989 to 1999. Since then,
she has served twice as an ESE Teacher for
Pine Forest High School, Math Teacher for
Navarre High School, and is currently the an
Algebra 1A Co-Teacher at Pine Forest High
School.

The superb quality and effectiveness of the
schools in Northwest Florida can no doubt be
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credited to educators like Susan Rigby. Mrs.
Rigby understands the invaluable role teach-
ers play in the lives of their students, and she
possesses an unwavering commitment and
fervor. She is an exemplary teacher who be-
lieves encouraging her students to reach their
highest potential is most crucial to the learning
experience. The enthusiasm demonstrated by
Mrs. Rigby’s students is truly a testament to
her dedication and desire to see her students
achieve both in and out of the classroom.

Aside from her involvement at Pine Forest
High School, Mrs. Rigby dedicates her time to
various community events such as Relay for
Life, We Believe in Children 5K, as well as
projects that benefit underprivileged class-
rooms. Mrs. Rigby’s efforts and devotion have
not gone unnoticed, and she has been hon-
ored for her years of teaching secondary edu-
cation. In 2004, she was awarded the Univer-
sity of West Florida, Outstanding College of
Education Student. She was also the recipient
of the Pine Forest High School Teacher of the
Year, as well as the Walmart Selection Teach-
er of the Year in 2005.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize Mrs.
Susan Rigby as the 2014 Escambia County
Teacher of the Year. My wife Vicki joins me in
congratulating Mrs. Rigby, and we wish her all
the best for continued success.

———

THE GREEN MOUNTAIN LOOKOUT
HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT

HON. SUZAN K. DeIBENE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 28, 2013

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the Green Mountain Lookout Herit-
age Protection Act, along with my colleague
Congressman LARSEN. Green Mountain Look-
out, located in the Glacier Peak Wilderness,
was built in 1933 as a Civilian Conservation
Corps project. During the Second World War,
the lookout was used to detect fires and to
spot enemy aircraft. It is no surprise that with
such a rich history, the Green Mountain Look-
out is listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places.

Unfortunately, severe weather caused the
Green Mountain Lookout to fall into disrepair,
and the U.S. Forest Service began taking
steps to preserve the historic structure for fu-
ture generations. However, a group based out
of Montana filed a lawsuit against the Forest
Service for using machinery in order to con-
duct repairs, and a U.S. District Court ordered
the Forest Service to remove the lookout. This
legislation would protect the Green Mountain
Lookout, one of the few surviving fire lookouts
in the West, by allowing critical maintenance
while keeping this iconic structure in its origi-
nal home.

The Green Mountain Lookout represents a
significant piece of the Pacific Northwest’s his-
tory and it deserves to be protected for out-
door enthusiasts to enjoy today and in the
years to come. | urge my colleagues to pre-
serve a part of our Nation’s history by sup-
porting this bill.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE INTEGRA-
TION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
ALABAMA

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 28, 2013

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the 50th Anniversary of
the integration of the University of Alabama in
Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

This weekend, a bi-partisan congressional
delegation led by Representative JOHN LEWIS
(D—GA) will travel to Alabama as a part of the
13th annual Faith & Politics Congressional
Civil Rights Pilgrimage. | have the great pleas-
ure of co-hosting the delegation with my fellow
Alabama colleagues Representatives SPENCER
BACHUS (R-AL) and MARTHA RoBY (R—AL).
The Pilgramage allows participants to retrace
the steps of our nation’s Civil Rights icons
through the historic civil rights sites in Tusca-
loosa, Birmingham, Montgomery, and Selma.
It is also a time to reflect on our painful past
while acknowledging our current progress.

This year marks the 50th Anniversary of so
many significant civil rights events that oc-
curred in 1963. One of those events was the
infamous stand taken by then Governor Wal-
lace at the doors of the University of Alabama
to prevent black students from registering. The
University of Alabama has come a long way
since that infamous day to promote racial di-
versity within its student body, faculty, and ad-
ministration.

Today, | pay special tribute to the University
of Alabama and commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of a pivotal event in the struggle for
racial equality in America. | believe it is impor-
tant that we must acknowledge our painful
past and frame its significance in the global
fight for civil and human rights. The history of
the State of Alabama must be embraced for
the critical role it played in the Civil Rights
Movement which caused a global movement
for the quest of human dignity and rights
around the world. We, in the 7th Congres-
sional District of Alabama, pay tribute to the
University of Alabama, one of the crown jew-
els of higher education in our district, and
honor the courage of the black students—
Autherine Lucy, James Hood, and Vivian Ma-
lone—who paved the way for the multitude of
successes the University enjoys today.

On June 11, 1963, two African-Americans,
James Hood and Vivian Malone attempted to
enroll at the University of Alabama. Prior to
their attempts, only one African-American,
Autherine Lucy, had been successful in reg-
istering and actually attending classes at the
institution.

In 1957, Autherine Lucy and Polly Anne
Myers filed suit against the University to clarify
their rights and obtain an injunction after being
denied admission based on race. The injunc-
tion was granted and Ms. Lucy was eventually
admitted to the University. She became the
first African-American to attend a white public
school or university in the State of Alabama.
However, she was unfairly expelled after just
three days when the University suggested that
her presence was a nuisance to the campus
because they could not provide a safe envi-
ronment for the young student.

In 1963, pursuant to the same injunction,
James Hood and Vivian Malone made a sec-
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ond attempt to fully integrate the University.
Upon their arrival to the Tuscaloosa campus,
former Alabama Governor George Wallace at-
tempted to block Hood and Malone from en-
tering Foster Auditorium to register for class-
es. As the world watched, Governor Wallace’s
attempts to prevent integration of the Univer-
sity of Alabama were recorded in our Nation’s
history as “The Stand in the Schoolhouse
Door.” Governor Wallace was determined to
defend his now infamous declaration: “Seg-
regation Now, Segregation Tomorrow, and
Segregation Forever.” But his efforts to halt
progress were short lived. Later that day,
Hood and Malone with the support of a federal
court order and members of the Alabama Na-
tional Guard, were eventually allowed to reg-
ister for classes and pursue their degrees.
They are forever recorded in our nation’s his-
tory as two of the first African-American stu-
dents to attend the University. Vivian Malone
was the first African-American to graduate
from the University of Alabama and James
Hood later received his doctorate from the
University.

Today, “The Stand in the Schoolhouse
Door” is remembered as a pivotal moment in
the civil rights movement. As we commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary of this historic event,
we recognize its significance in the quest for
justice and equality. While there were dark
moments, the events of that day are now seen
as a catalyst on our road to forming a more
perfect union.

Today, the University of Alabama stands as
a beacon of inspiration. The diversity rep-
resented in today’s student body is a visible
reminder of the sacrifices of Autherine Lucy,
James Hood and Vivian Malone. Because of
their bravery and courage, the University of
Alabama now boast a widely diverse student
body, an outstanding academic curriculum and
a world class athletic program. Today, the Uni-
versity of Alabama is ably led by its first
woman President, Dr. Judy Bonner. We re-
cently celebrated having the number one col-
legiate team in four NCAA sports—including
women’s gymnastics and football being named
the BCS National Champions for the second
year in row.

As a benefactor of the courageous contribu-
tions of Autherine Lucy, James Hood and Viv-
ian Malone, | am humbled by the opportunities
their bravery has afforded all black Alabam-
ians. As Alabama’s first African-American
Congresswoman, | know that my journey
would not be possible without their sacrifices.

On behalf of the 7th Congressional District,
the State of Alabama and this nation, | ask my
colleagues to join me in paying tribute to the
University of Alabama and its important place
in our nation’s history.

Roll Tide!

IN HONOR OF THE 52ND
ANNIVERSARY OF PEACE CORPS

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 28, 2013

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 52nd anniversary of Peace Corps.
For over 5 decades, through war and conflict,
Peace Corps has sent Americans to distant
lands to serve others in the common cause of
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global peace. Since 1961, over 210,000 Amer-
icans have served at the request of 139 devel-
oping countries. | am proud to be a part of
these ranks. Peace Corps changed my life.
And it changes the lives of those who serve
and the communities that are served.

As | speak, over 8,000 Americans are serv-
ing in 76 countries. This includes my con-
stituent Nelly Alcantar from King City, CA.
Nelly is helping English teachers with lesson
planning, classroom management and lan-
guage development in Panama. She also
started an adult community English course.
Then there’s Jonathan Lupisan from Salinas,
CA. He’s a Community Health Education Vol-
unteer in Suriname who helped build a com-
puter lab at the local primary school and de-
veloped illustrations for a water and sanitation
project manual.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Nelly, Jonathan
and the hundreds of thousands of other Peace
Corps Volunteers, past and present for ful-
filling the vision of President John F. Kennedy.
You represent America’s highest ideals:
peace, equality and friendship. Thank you for
your service.

———

TRIBUTE TO MAYOR CARROL
DAUGHERTY

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 28, 2013

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Mayor Carrol Daugherty, a respected
public servant and good friend who is stepping
down after 42 years at helm of the Town of
Mclintosh, Alabama.

Born and raised in Mclntosh, Mayor
Daugherty is a graduate of Leroy High School
and Huffstetler Business College in Mobile.

A consummate businessman and civic lead-
er, he founded CMS Construction Company in
Saraland. While many would be content to
focus all their talents toward leading an impor-
tant and successful business, like CMS Con-
struction, Mayor Daugherty has devoted an
equal amount of time to improving his commu-
nity and South Alabama through a combina-
tion of public service and volunteerism.

It must be noted that Mayor Daugherty’s
community service achievements are far rang-
ing and considerable. He helped organize
Mclintosh Christian Academy. He was a found-
er and board member of Southwest Bank, for-
merly known as Washington County State
Bank. He is a former Board Member of
Friends of Searcy Hospital in Mt. Vernon;
Board Member of North Mobile Community
Hospital in Satsuma; Charter Board Member
of Southwest Alabama Health Services in
Mcintosh and a Charter Member and one of
the organizers of the Mcintosh Betterment As-
sociation.

Mayor Daugherty helped organize the
Mcintosh Volunteer Fire Department and was
a staunch supporter of the McIntosh Rescue
Squad. Furthermore, he helped establish the
Mcintosh Public Branch of the Washington
County Library with the help of his late wife,
Melva Jean, and area industry leaders.

Mayor Daugherty is a former Board Member
of the Alabama Sheriffs’ Boys Ranch and was
appointed by Governor George C. Wallace to
serve on the Board of Directors of the Ala-
bama Department of Labor Management
Committee.
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