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outstanding public service and to wish him fair 
winds and following seas as he begins the 
next chapter of his life. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 3, 
2009, the day I took office, the national debt 
was $10,627,961,295,930.67. 

Today, it is $16,610,557,777,904.98. We’ve 
added $5,982,596,481,974.31 to our debt in 4 
years. This is a $5.8 trillion in debt our nation, 
our economy, and our children could have 
avoided with a Balanced Budget Amendment. 
We must stop this unconscionable accumula-
tion of debt. 

f 

NEIL A. ARMSTRONG FLIGHT RE-
SEARCH CENTER AND HUGH L. 
DRYDEN AERONAUTICAL TEST 
RANGE DESIGNATION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2013 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to thank 
my colleagues for their strong vote last night 
in support of H.R. 667, which would designate 
NASA’s Dryden Flight Research Center at 
Edwards Air Force Base as the Neil A. Arm-
strong Flight Research Center. I thank the 
gentleman from California, Mr. MCCARTHY, for 
allowing me to be an original cosponsor of this 
legislation. 

Forty-four years ago this July, Commander 
Neil Armstrong and his Apollo 11 crewmates 
achieved something once thought impossible: 
successfully landing on the moon and return-
ing safely to the earth. They succeeded de-
spite the many dangers they faced and the 
countless things that could have gone wrong 
during their pioneering mission. 

I am especially honored to represent Neil 
Armstrong’s birthplace: Wapakoneta, Ohio, 
which takes great pride in being home to the 
Neil Armstrong Air and Space Museum. The 
museum has on display various artifacts from 
the Apollo 11 mission and other articles from 
Armstrong’s long and storied career. 

As a test pilot, Armstrong spent seven years 
at the facility that will soon bear his name. 
Then called the High-Speed Flight Station, it 
was a key site for the foundational work done 
by NASA’s predecessor agency, the National 
Advisory Council on Aeronautics, NACA. Arm-
strong logged 2,400 hours of flight time there, 
piloting the X–15 rocket-powered plane and 
other cutting-edge prototypes. He was also 
part of the team that designed and tested 
early mockups of a lunar landing vehicle. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation also renames 
the Western Aeronautical Test Range at 
Edwards after Hugh L. Dryden, a good friend 
of Neil Armstrong who served as NACA direc-
tor from 1947 to 1958. Upon the creation of 
NASA in 1958, Dryden was named deputy di-
rector. While he did not live to see Arm-

strong’s moon landing, his many contributions 
in the field of aerodynamics helped make the 
Apollo missions possible. I am pleased that 
his career will continue to be celebrated 
through this legislation. 

Neil Armstrong’s many achievements in 
space exploration renewed America’s sense of 
hope for the future. His work at the Dryden 
Center set the foundation for every NASA mis-
sion that followed. He sought no honors during 
his lifetime and was rich in giving credit to oth-
ers, never failing to recognize the contributions 
of the engineers and technicians who helped 
make his moon landing possible. I was proud 
to join my colleagues last night in honoring 
this American hero and son of Ohio. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SEPI 
RICHARDSON 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Sepi Richardson who is retiring after 15 years 
of service on the Brisbane City Council, in-
cluding two terms as mayor. Sepi may be 
leaving the council, but her spirit and impact 
on our city and community will be felt for many 
years to come. 

As mayor, Sepi was very involved in all as-
pects of planning and policy-level decisions 
while always looking after the financial health 
and welfare of the city. She oversaw the re-
modeling of the community center, the com-
munity park and playground, Brisbane’s ma-
rina, the skate park, the teen center and the 
Mission Blue Performing Art Center. She also 
dedicated much of her time and energy to pre-
serving open space and to creating rec-
reational and public spaces that benefit every-
one in the community, such as the community 
garden, the swimming pool, school fields, 
Bayshore bike lane, the community meeting 
room in City Hall and the farmer’s market. 
Sepi has been a tireless advocate for seniors 
and children. Under her leadership, Brisbane 
built the Senior Sunrise Room and senior 
housing. 

Sepi is a familiar face to most Brisbane resi-
dents having served on about 20 county 
boards and commissions. She was a board 
member on the Airport Community Roundtable 
and the Association of Governments (C/CAG) 
and a chair or vice chair on four committees 
within those associations. In those capacities 
she was a leader on issues such as revenue 
and taxation, employee compensation, benefit 
administration, transportation, energy effi-
ciency, sustainability, emergency prepared-
ness and education. 

In addition to her county and region-wide 
accomplishments, Sepi has left her mark on 
the city of Brisbane. She served on the Fi-
nance/Labor Negotiations, Public Information/ 
Technology, Planning, Parks and Recreation, 
Open Space and Ecology committees, was a 
liaison to the Chamber of Commerce and 
worked on education and arts funding and rec-
ognition. 

To understand how one person can be in-
volved and effective in so many aspects of 
public service, you must know Sepi. Her en-
ergy, enthusiasm and dedication are endless. 
She loves her community and never hesitates 
to serve others. 

Sepi was born as the first of six siblings in 
Tehran, Iran. She came to the United States 
in 1972. From 1975 to 1979 she went to Ger-
many where she earned her BA in Business 
Management from the University of Maryland 
on its Germany campus. She received her 
Master’s Degree in Educational Counseling 
and Psychology from California State Univer-
sity San Bernardino. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to honor an outstanding 
public servant and friend. Sepi Richardson will 
be missed and appreciated for all the lasting 
contributions she has made to the residents of 
Brisbane and beyond. 

f 

AZERBAIJAN 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I recently re-
turned from a visit to the nation of Azerbaijan, 
the tiny democracy in Central Asia located be-
tween Russia and Iran. They are our friends, 
and they live in one of the world’s most dan-
gerous neighborhoods. 

They celebrate a culture of diplomacy, 
which they credit with surviving as a nation 
since humans began walking the Earth. A 
population of mostly Muslims, Azeris have 
long welcomed other faiths. They have a large 
Christian community, and a proud Jewish 
community * * * as well as dozens of ethnic 
minorities. 

Even before the United States gave women 
the right to vote, Azerbaijan gave women the 
right to vote. Women serve in their legislature. 
As the father of daughters, I wanted to see a 
Muslim country that was not the stereotype of 
how Americans often see a Muslim nation. 

Azerbaijan really does offer a remarkably 
different look at how developing democracies 
in the republics of the former Soviet Union can 
welcome people of all faiths, and institute the 
organs of civil society. They are a model for 
other developing democracies. 

In the famous ‘‘Old City,’’ ancient walls sur-
round the old city of the 12th Century. This 
walk through history, mind you, is in the midst 
of a modern capitol city—a bustling city where 
infrastructure is constantly improving. 

Here’s something Azeris have in common 
with Texans: they are a rich oil producing na-
tion. As we do in Texas, Azeris have a long 
history with oil. Today, they supply the pipeline 
that moves Caspian oil to the west, via Tur-
key, without running the oil supply through 
Russia or Iran. That greatly increases the se-
curity of the pipeline. 

Azeris have an interesting way of investing 
their oil profits in future generations, using the 
money they make from oil to build roads, 
bridges, tunnels, city parks, and public build-
ings. They also use it for overseas scholar-
ships * * * and to build alternative energy 
sources in Azerbaijan. They know oil is a finite 
resource. 

But their present day energy supply feeds a 
large part of the energy needed in Europe and 
Turkey, our NATO allies. Azerbaijan supplies 
close to half of the energy needs of Israel. 

I encourage my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives to learn more about Azer-
baijan and their evolving economy. 
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REMEMBERING TARRANT COUNTY 

AFRICAN AMERICAN DOCTOR 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge a pillar in the Tarrant County Af-
rican American community, Dr. Marion Brooks. 

Dr. Brooks opened his doors during a time 
when racial tensions were high in America and 
in the state of Texas. His clinic located on 
Evans Avenue in Fort Worth was the first and 
only option for residents of the black commu-
nity during the 1960s. His goal was not finan-
cial gain, but to care for those who could not 
otherwise obtain medical treatment any other 
way. There were many times that Dr. Brooks 
performed medical care for free, knowing his 
patients did not have the means. 

In November 1971, Dr. Brooks went on to 
form the Sickle Cell Anemia Association of 
Texas. Sickle Cell Disease, an inherited blood 
disorder that affects red blood cells, is esti-
mated to occur in 1 in 12 African Americans. 
This was a cause that was paramount to him, 
and as a testament to his determination, the 
organization is still going strong today. 

Not only was Dr. Brooks a leader in the field 
of medicine in the state of Texas, he was also 
a formidable leader in the civil rights move-
ment. As a member of the Student Non-Vio-
lent Coordinating Committee, or SNCC, he 
fought for the political and economic equality 
of African Americans. In 1963, while Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. marched on Washington and 
delivered his ‘‘I Have a Dream Speech,’’ Dr. 
Brooks was leading a march of his own on the 
Texas governor’s mansion in Austin to fight for 
desegregation, freedom, and equality. In addi-
tion Dr. Brooks was a leader in the commu-
nity, working to provide protection for people 
in the African-American community from police 
brutality. 

Although Dr. Brooks passed in 2003 at the 
age of 83, we continue to recognize his deeds 
to the community. As an acknowledgement to 
those accomplishments, the Lenora Rolla Her-
itage Center Museum has put on the display 
the many awards, plaques, and cherished me-
mentos of Dr. Brooks. Mr. Speaker, once 
again I would like to honor a great doctor, a 
great leader, a great man, and a great Amer-
ican, Dr. Marion Brooks. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE KHOJALY 
MASSACRE 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 613 Azerbaijanis who died 
21 years ago today in the massacre at 
Khojaly. This is a time for solemn reflection, 
and I ask my colleagues to join me in remem-
bering those who lost their lives that day. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I was 
not present for roll call votes 46–47. Had I 
been able to vote, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
on both. 

f 

PASSPORT DAY IN THE USA 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, on 
Saturday, March 9, 2013, the nation will cele-
brate Passport Day in the USA. On this day, 
I would like to recognize the San Diego Pass-
port Agency for two years of dedicated service 
to San Diego and Imperial County residents. 

Since opening their doors in April 2011, the 
San Diego Passport Agency has continued to 
raise travel awareness for all San Diego and 
Imperial County communities. Thanks to their 
work, travelers who are days away from an 
international getaway with an expired passport 
can breathe a sigh of relief by getting same– 
day service. Their effort to serve all travelers, 
especially those with urgent travel plans, ex-
emplifies careful and efficient public service. 

The San Diego Passport Agency is happy to 
serve the public, and welcomes area residents 
to celebrate Passport Day by applying for or 
renewing their passports. Last year, the San 
Diego Passport Agency ranked number one in 
the region and second in the nation for appli-
cations accepted from the public. On Satur-
day, March 9, 2013, let’s make the San Diego 
Passport Agency #1 in the region and nation 
for this year’s Passport Day in the USA. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF BROWNS-
VILLE’S ANNUAL CHARRO DAYS 
FIESTA 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Charro Days Fiesta and commend 
the 2012 ‘‘Mr. Amigo,’’ recently chosen by the 
Mr. Amigo Association of Brownsville, TX, and 
Matamoros, Tamaulipas, in Mexico. Yáñez is 
a Mexican television and film actor whose nat-
ural style and charisma have won the hearts 
and minds of audiences across the world. 

The Mr. Amigo Award began in 1964 as an 
annual tribute to an outstanding Mexican cit-
izen who has made a lasting contribution dur-
ing the previous year to international solidarity 
and goodwill. ‘‘Mr. Amigo’’ acts as an ambas-
sador between the United States and Mexico 
and presides over the annual Charro Days Fi-
esta. 

Charro Days dates back to 1937, when the 
citizens of Brownsville organized the event in 
the midst of the Great Depression to celebrate 
the cultural heritage shared between Browns-
ville and its sister city, Matamoros, 

Tamaulipas, across the border in Mexico. The 
first Charro Days celebration featured a pa-
rade with horse-drawn floats and participants 
dressed in traditional Mexican costumes remi-
niscent of charros, or Mexican cowboys. 

From these humble beginnings, Charro 
Days has evolved into a multi-day event which 
includes dances, fiestas, a children’s parade, 
and the Grand International Parade drawing 
an estimated 50,000 participants annually from 
Texas and Mexico. 

This past Sunday, the 76th annual Charro 
Days celebration commenced with a grito, or 
celebratory yell. Later this week, the Mayor of 
Brownsville and the Mayor of Matamoros will 
meet at the Gateway International Bridge and 
extend their hands across the border to sym-
bolize the friendship between the two cities. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for the opportunity 
to honor the Charro Days Fiesta and for join-
ing me in recognizing the importance of this 
annual celebration which continues to 
strengthen the relationship between Browns-
ville and Matamoros, as well as the United 
States and Mexico. 

f 

ILLABOT CREEK 

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce a bill, along with Congressman LAR-
SEN, to designate part of Illabot Creek as a 
wild and scenic river. Illabot Creek is a beau-
tiful stretch of land spanning from the Glacier 
Park Wilderness to the upper Skagit River, 
falling 7,000 feet along the way, and is a crit-
ical habitat that deserves to be protected. 
Designating Illabot Creek as a Wild and Sce-
nic River ensures the preservation of signifi-
cant wild lands that are home to several 
threatened species. It also guarantees that 
people will continue to enjoy this area for 
hunting, fishing and other recreation for gen-
erations. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bill which will ensure our natural 
resources and wildlife remain protected for fu-
ture generations to enjoy, and I thank my col-
leagues for joining me in working on this im-
portant issue. 

f 

DANGEROUS IMPACT OF 
SEQUESTRATION CUTS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share with my colleagues two docu-
ments that outline both the dangerous impact 
of sequestration cuts and how we could re-
place them in a way that helps, not hurts, the 
American people. 

The report, ‘‘Protecting Our Nation from Bad 
Federal Budget Choices,’’ from the Coalition 
on Human Needs, includes these key facts 
about the sequester’s impact: 

600,000 children and mothers will lose nutri-
tional aid under WIC (the Women, Infants, and 
Children program). 
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