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TRIBUTE TO RAY GAESSER 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Ray Gaesser of 
Corning, Iowa for being named the next Presi-
dent of the American Soybean Association. 

Founded in 1920, the American Soybean 
Association represents America’s soybean 
farmers on issues vital to the soybean industry 
across the country and across the globe. The 
national, grassroots membership that comprise 
this great organization creates, promotes, and 
implements policies to improve the thriving 
soybean industry. 

Ray Gaesser has farmed since his father’s 
passing when he was just 15 years old. In 
1979, two years after marrying his wife Elaine, 
the couple moved to the Corning area to begin 
a modest farming partnership. Today, the 
Gaessers farm nearly 6,000 acres of corn and 
soybeans and are an essential component of 
the Iowa farming community. As a member of 
the Iowa Soybean Association for nearly 30 
years, Ray has won numerous awards while 
serving in several leadership roles. Mr. 
Gaesser served as President of the Iowa Soy-
bean Association in 2007, was a member of 
Iowa’s Products Advisory Committee from 
2006 to 2011, and was awarded the Iowa 
Master Farmer Award in 2012. 

Mr. Speaker, Ray’s selection as the next 
American Soybean Association President is 
the culmination of a lifelong commitment to 
farming and a testament to the world-class ag-
riculture industry of our great state. It is an 
honor to represent Mr. Gaesser, his family, 
and all of the hardworking farmers of Iowa in 
the United States Congress and I invite my 
colleagues in the House to join me in thanking 
our nation’s farmers, congratulating Ray on his 
outstanding efforts, and wishing him continued 
success on the job ahead. Thank you. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF DR. SANDRA E. MADRID 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor and congratulate Dr. Sandra E. 
Madrid, who was recently awarded the 2013 
Latino Heritage Award by the City of Seattle’s 
Latino City Employees organization and Se-
attle Mayor Mike McGinn. 

The Latino Heritage Award recognizes indi-
viduals who have made significant contribu-
tions to Seattle through initiative, innovation, 
leadership, and commitment to the Latino 
community. Dr. Madrid has been an active 
member of her community for many years and 
has made it her priority to empower minority 
groups and promote Latino involvement. 

Dr. Madrid recently retired from the Univer-
sity of Washington School of Law and has 
worked diligently on issues important to di-
verse communities in our region. Sandra has 
long advocated on behalf of women and chil-
dren and the underrepresented. She is also an 
inspirational mentor and educator to young in-
dividuals and professionals. 

Dr. Madrid currently serves as a board 
member for the United Way of King County, 
Seattle Children’s Hospital, Seattle Art Mu-
seum, and YMCA. In addition to serving on 
more than 30 boards in the past 20 years, she 
was also the first Latina to serve on the Board 
of Trustees of the Seattle Children’s Hospital. 

Dr. Madrid’s dedication to the Latino com-
munity has made her a widely respected ad-
vocate and leader. Her work is commendable 
and we are fortunate to have her expertise 
representing our region. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
congratulate Dr. Sandra E. Madrid on her con-
tributions to the City of Seattle. 
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ANNOUNCING RECIPIENTS OF THE 
2013 CONGRESSIONAL VETERAN 
COMMENDATION FOR THE THIRD 
DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege to honor fourteen distin-
guished military veterans, community servants 
and American patriots who call the Third Dis-
trict of Texas home. All faithfully answered the 
call of duty and placed service above self for 
the sake of our great nation. Each one leaves 
a legacy to be remembered, for future genera-
tions to follow, a legacy of bravery, loyalty, 
dedication, and sacrifice. For their selfless 
service, bold leadership, and undying commit-
ment for their neighbor and nation, the fol-
lowing individual has been selected as a re-
cipient of the third annual Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation: 

Dr. Stephanie Abramoske-James served in 
the United States Army from 1986 to 2007. 
She joined the Military Police Corp in 1986 
where her first assignment was in Fort Hood, 
Texas, and was later deployed to Honduras. 
In 1990, she joined the U.S. Army Criminal In-
vestigation Command, where she protected 
three Secretaries of Defense and investigated, 
processed, and supervised thousands of crimi-
nal investigations. In 2003, she deployed to 
Iraq as a part of Operation Iraqi Freedom as 
a Forensic Science Officer to gather evidence 
against Saddam Hussein for the offense of 
genocide. In her 21 years of distinguished 
service to the U.S. Army, Dr. Abramoske- 
James has received the Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal, four Meritorious Service Med-
als, two National Defense Service Medals, and 
numerous other decorations. 

As a resident of Plano, Texas, Dr. 
Abramoske-James continues to be an active 
servant to her local community. She created 
an ongoing CSI summer camp to mentor high 
school students interested in forensic science. 
She has been a volunteer consultant with the 
Dallas Area Rape Crisis Center, and is cur-
rently working on mentoring programs for at- 
risk youth in Plano ISD. She is also one of 
three faculty advisors to the Student Veterans 
of America at Collin College. Her vast knowl-
edge, remarkable experiences, dedication to 
justice, as well as her commitment to her stu-
dents makes her a superb educator and a 
role-model for all. 

Dr. Stephanie Abramoske-James, let me 
both thank and congratulate you on your ex-

ceptional service to our country and commu-
nity both past and present. It is my pleasure 
to award you the 2013 Congressional Veteran 
Commendation for the Third District of Texas. 
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CHARLIE AND MARILYN WALLACE 
CELEBRATE THEIR 50TH WED-
DING ANNIVERSARY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize two of my constituents, Charlie 
and Marilyn Wallace, who will celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary with a vow renewal 
ceremony in my Texas district office this week. 
These two native Texans have spent half of a 
century together, and I am proud to honor 
them. 

Charlie and Marilyn first met on April 6, 
1963, at the University of Texas at Austin dur-
ing its famous, festive tradition of Round-Up 
weekend. In a series of random events, some 
acquaintances conspired to set Charlie and 
Marilyn up on a blind date. Marilyn, a senior 
English major, reluctantly accepted Charlie’s 
invitation to the Round-Up talent show and 
dance with great reservation because Charlie 
was an Aggie! Yes, prior to his graduate stud-
ies at UT, Charlie earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in Chemical Engineering from Texas 
A&M. 

That evening, Charlie called Marilyn from 
her dorm lobby where male students were re-
quired to wait for their dates. He told her he 
was wearing a blue suit with a red tie and to 
‘‘look for the ugliest one in the room.’’ [Marilyn 
mistakenly first approached the wrong guy, 
also wearing a blue suit and red tie, who gave 
her a strange look when she said, ‘‘Charles?’’ 
Fortunately, she found the right man soon 
thereafter.] 

Midway through the evening, Marilyn had 
the uncharacteristic, passing thought: ‘‘It might 
be fun to be married to a man like this.’’ It 
wasn’t a typical date for Charlie either: In addi-
tion to the talent show and dance, he gave 
Marilyn a tour of his chemical engineering re-
search lab and even played his guitar for her. 

Marilyn graduated in August of 1963 and 
went on to teach English at Houston ISD’s 
Austin High School, her alma mater, but Char-
lie made sure she didn’t get away before she 
finally accepted his proposal on August 1, 
1963. Charlie presented Marilyn with an en-
gagement ring on September 21, 1963, and 
they were married December 21, 1963, in 
Houston at the Epworth Methodist Church. 

Upon Charlie’s completion of his master’s 
degree in August 1964, he accepted a job with 
Shell Oil Co. that started with an intensive 
training program and work assignments at 
Shell’s locations throughout Louisiana. During 
the Louisiana years, Marilyn was a substitute 
teacher, and she also held various administra-
tive assistant positions that included one at 
LSU’s agronomy department where she was 
well-regarded for her outstanding work and 
professionalism. Of particular note is that 
Marilyn served as a volunteer teacher during 
the Integration of the Louisiana Public School 
System and taught typing to Special Education 
students. Charlie and Marilyn also were in-
volved in a Prison Ministry that they started at 
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Angola Prison. The couple bought their first 
home and settled in Slidell, Louisiana, in the 
summer of 1967, and their daughter Sheryl 
was born in New Orleans later that fall. Their 
son David was born in Slidell in the summer 
of 1970, just a few weeks before Charlie was 
transferred from New Orleans to Shell’s Head 
Office in New York City. 

In 1971, when Shell’s Head Office Engineer-
ing was moved to Houston, the Wallaces were 
thrilled to return home to Texas. After 35 
years of service to Shell, Charlie ‘‘retired’’ in 
1999. However, Charlie immediately started 
his own full-time chemical engineering con-
sulting business. His career has presented 
him with opportunities for international travel to 
Canada, The Netherlands, France, Hungary 
[when it was still behind the Iron Curtain,] 
China, England, Scotland, and Italy. 

Marilyn has always been a supportive wife 
and mother and a committed homemaker. She 
is an ‘‘independent agent of good’’ who dedi-
cates her time, resources, creativity, and ad-
vocacy to improve the quality of life for a di-
verse array of people including the seriously 
ill, the disadvantaged, the disabled, and the el-
derly. 

Their children describe Charlie and Marilyn 
as fiercely committed to each other and ex-
tremely compatible. They enjoy travel, the out-
doors, fitness and nutrition, and music. It is an 
honor to represent such decent, hardworking, 
civic-minded Texans. I want to congratulate 
Charlie and Marilyn on their 50th anniversary 
and may God bless them with many more 
years together. They are truly an outstanding 
couple from the second district of Texas. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WASHINGTON 
HIGH SCHOOL WILDCATS AS THE 
2013 SWIMMING CLASS 2A FLOR-
IDA CHAMPIONS 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to congratulate the First Congressional 
District of Florida’s Booker T. Washington 
High School Wildcats for winning their first 
Class 2A State Swimming Championship. This 
victory marks the swim team’s first state title, 
as well as, the first title for a girls swim team 
in Escambia or Santa Rosa counties. 

Truly an outstanding team effort put forth by 
the swimmers, under the leadership of their 
talented coach, Ms. Megan Oberholtzer, there 
is no question that several performances con-
tributed to the overall title. Jacquie Kinman 
and Chloe Berens swam the 100-yard breast-
stroke, which ended up putting the team in 
first place as they entered the final event. 
Brooke Ferrara, Miss Kinman, Rachel Martin 
and Brianna Mount swam the 400-yard free-
style relay in the All-American consideration 
time of 3:31.98. Miss Ferrara and Miss 
Kinman also joined Sophia Diagne and Abigail 
Goram in the 200 medley relay winning with 
the All-American consideration time of 1:47.16, 
and Miss Mount, Miss Martin, Miss Goram, 
and Miss Kinman won the 200 freestyle at 
1:36.57, again, an All-American consideration 
time. Exceptional individual swimming 
achievements included Miss Mount’s second 
place finish in the 50 freestyle in 23.57 sec-

onds and Miss Kinman’s second-place finish 
in the 100 breaststroke in 1:04.77, both All- 
American consideration times. Finally, Miss 
Ferrara finished third in the 50 freestyle and 
100-yard backstroke with All-American consid-
eration times, 23.68 and 56.56 respectively. 

The Washington Wildcats ended their 
undefeated season with a final team score of 
233, triumphing over the second-placed team 
by 17 points. I commend the team for chal-
lenging themselves and setting an example for 
their fellow students and youth in our commu-
nity. 

Washington High’s victory at the 2013 Flor-
ida Swim Team Championships is a testament 
to the commitment and dedication of all the 
members of the team, and it is a great reflec-
tion on the entire Washington High and North-
west Florida community. On behalf of the 
United States Congress, my wife Vicki and I 
congratulate the Wildcats for this extraordinary 
accomplishment and wish them continued suc-
cess. 
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CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 
RESOLUTION, 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, the bipar-
tisan budget agreement represents some 
modicum of compromise, something that has 
been sorely lacking in this Congress. It is by 
no means a perfect deal, but both sides have 
made concessions so that we may avert a re-
peat of the disastrous government shutdown 
and begin to restore some of the draconian 
cuts caused by sequestration. 

For me, and many of my colleagues, this 
will be a ‘‘hold-your-nose and vote yes vote,’’ 
given our disappointment and concern about 
yet another cut in benefits for new federal em-
ployees. No other group in America has been 
asked to make the same sacrifices as the 
dedicated men and women of our federal 
workforce. 

Federal employees already have contributed 
$114 billion to deficit reduction as a result of 
a 3-year pay freeze, a reduction in retirement 
benefits for new hires, and lost pay as a result 
of furloughs. Thankfully, we were able to beat 
back the worst proposals to further encroach 
on their benefits, and I believe this bipartisan 
deal will minimize the prospect of additional 
furloughs by replacing some of the sequestra-
tion cuts. 

Nonetheless, I will continue fighting for our 
federal employees until they receive the re-
spect they deserve and have earned. I will 
continue to push back against those in Con-
gress who unfairly impugn federal workers for 
partisan political gain. And I will continue to 
protect the rights and dignity of federal work-
ers and the valuable public service they pro-
vide to the nation. 

For Northern Virginia, which was dispropor-
tionately affected by sequestration, this agree-
ment for the first time will replace a portion of 
those indiscriminate cuts with a more bal-
anced approach. It will actually increase fed-
eral investments in research, innovation, and 
transportation. That in turn will help unleash 
business investments, which have lagged due 

to a sense of uncertainty fueled by the political 
brinksmanship in Congress. 

No one got everything they wanted out of 
this deal. Indeed, I along with many of my col-
leagues would have preferred to see an exten-
sion of long-term unemployment benefits, 
which has a very direct and significant benefit 
on more than 1 million families and our na-
tional and local economies. Every dollar of as-
sistance generates $1.64 in economic activity 
in the community. Sadly, it was not addressed 
here, but we will continue to push the Speaker 
to bring it up separately to help those still 
struggling to find work. 

Congress faces many more serious chal-
lenges in the coming weeks and months, in-
cluding the need to raise the debt ceiling, 
renew long-term transportation funding, and 
reform our broken immigration system. Per-
haps this bipartisan breakthrough will provide 
the model we need to avoid the ‘‘my-way-or- 
the-highway’’ shutdown brand of politics that 
has characterized the Republican philosophy 
of governance for the last three years. 
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ANNOUNCING RECIPIENTS OF THE 
2013 CONGRESSIONAL VETERAN 
COMMENDATION FOR THE THIRD 
DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege to honor fourteen distin-
guished military veterans, community servants, 
and American patriots who call the Third Dis-
trict of Texas home. All faithfully answered the 
call of duty and placed service above self for 
the sake of our great nation. Each one leaves 
a legacy to be remembered, for future genera-
tions to follow, a legacy of bravery, loyalty, 
dedication, and sacrifice. For their selfless 
service, bold leadership, and undying commit-
ment for their neighbor and nation, the fol-
lowing individual has been selected as a re-
cipient of the third annual Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation: 

Justin Arsenault served in the United States 
Army from 2003 to 2006. After enlisting, he 
served one tour of duty in Iraq from 2005 to 
2006. During his tour, Mr. Arsenault was his 
unit’s primary pilot for the Raven Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle where he was to utilize the 
Raven to clear supply routes. During one par-
ticular mission, he used the Raven to maintain 
an aerial perimeter for troops whose vehicle 
had been disabled by a roadside explosive de-
vice. He continued to monitor the area for 
enemy combatants until ground support could 
reach the disabled troops and escort them to 
safety. For his acts of bravery and courage 
during this mission, Mr. Arsenault received a 
second Army Commendation Medal. 

Since returning home, Mr. Arsenault has 
continued to faithfully uphold his calling to de-
fend, protect, and serve his fellow Americans 
across the community. In 2007, he began his 
service as a police officer in Allen, Texas 
where he currently serves as a Field Training 
Officer. If all of that is not enough, off duty he 
volunteers his time for the Carry the Load 
campaign, which is held over Memorial Day 
weekend every year. To him, Memorial Day 
ought to be more than cookouts and retail 
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