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HONORING THE MOTOR TRANS-

PORT ASSOCIATION OF CON-
NECTICUT FOR THEIR EFFORTS 
TO COMBAT HUMAN TRAF-
FICKING 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to extend my deepest 
thanks and appreciation to the Motor Trans-
port Association of Connecticut for their many 
efforts to combat human trafficking, including 
their most recent action in honoring Kendis 
Paris and ‘‘Truckers Against Trafficking’’ with 
their highest honor, the ‘‘Good Buddy Award.’’ 

As you know, each year hundreds of thou-
sands of women and children are abducted 
and forced into prostitution and enslaved 
under some of the most abusive of cir-
cumstances. The Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion has identified truck stops and rest areas 
as places where these abductions can occur. 
The Motor Transportation Association of Con-
necticut (MTAC), an organization dedicated to 
promoting the interests of Connecticut’s truck-
ing industry, has taken a leadership role in the 
national effort to combat this terrible epidemic. 
Truckers are the eyes and ears of our nation’s 
highways—indeed just this past July, in one 
weekend, with the help of truckers and others, 
more than 100 teenagers were rescued. The 
leadership and members of MTAC have taken 
a special interest in this cause, making it a top 
priority. 

At their most recent annual meeting, MTAC 
demonstrated their commitment to this effort 
by recognizing ‘‘Truckers Against Trafficking,’’ 
a national non-profit organization that exists to 
educate, equip, empower and mobilize mem-
bers of the trucking and travel plaza industry 
to combat domestic sex trafficking, and its co- 
founder, Kendis Paris, with their 2013 Good 
Buddy Award—a demonstration of the high 
level of esteem that MTAC holds for both the 
program and Kendis. I am proud to say that, 
in addition to these actions, MTAC has been 
working with me to develop a legislative agen-
da focused on combatting human trafficking. 

Human trafficking is a rampant issue that is 
impacting the lives of millions across the 
world, hundreds of thousands in our nation 
alone. I applaud the Motor Transport Associa-
tion of Connecticut, Truckers Against Traf-
ficking, and Kendis Paris for their remarkable 
work in combating this appalling practice. I 
look forward to continuing to work with them 
and to someday realize the goal we all 
share—to ensure that every woman and child 
is protected from such a dreadful fate. 

f 

ANNOUNCING RECIPIENTS OF THE 
2013 CONGRESSIONAL VETERAN 
COMMENDATION FOR THE THIRD 
DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege to honor fourteen distin-
guished military veterans, community servants, 

and American patriots who call the Third Dis-
trict of Texas home. All faithfully answered the 
call of duty and placed service above self for 
the sake of our great Nation. Each one leaves 
a legacy to be remembered, for future genera-
tions to follow, a legacy of bravery, loyalty, 
dedication, and sacrifice. For their selfless 
service, bold leadership, and undying commit-
ment for their neighbor and nation, the fol-
lowing individual has been selected as a re-
cipient of the third annual Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation: 

Sergeant Major Daniel Huff served in the 
United States Marine Corps from 1981 to 
2010. After graduating high school, he enlisted 
in the Marine Corps, starting his career at 
Boot Camp and Administrative Clerk School. 
In 1983, then-Corporal Huff was transferred to 
the United Nations Command in Seoul, South 
Korea, where he earned his first Navy 
Achievement Medal. He was then assigned to 
the Inspector-Instructor Staff, 25th Marines, in 
Massachusetts and earned his promotion to 
Sergeant. 

Later on in his career, Mr. Huff served as 
Senior Drill Instructor to mold young men into 
exemplary character with traits of honorable 
service to God and country and then as Ad-
ministrative Chief to several Marine bases, the 
last being in Quantico, Virginia. He served in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom I and II, earning the 
Meritorious Service Medal and Bronze Star 
with Combat V Medal for heroic actions in in-
tense combat situations. For instance, on April 
14, 2004 in Karabilah, Iraq, a roadside bomb 
exploded and enemy fire unleashed on all 
sides of the Battalion Commander’s convoy. 
During this attack, Mr. Huff provided first-aid to 
a critically wounded Marine while simulta-
neously returning fire. He then ensured the 
medical evacuation of 22 other wounded com-
rades and led the Marines to secure the med-
ical evacuation route. During the following five 
days, the Battalion destroyed over 80 enemy 
insurgents, safeguarding the city from an at-
tempted takeover by anti-Iraqi Forces. Mr. 
Huffs extensive career and numerous decora-
tions only scratch the surface of his exemplary 
leadership, dedication, and sacrifice. 

Currently, Mr. Huff works for Dyncorp Inter-
national in Fort Worth, Texas, where he over-
sees approximately 10,000 to 11,000 per-
sonnel at the Afghanistan base. He also vol-
unteers in the community with the Toys for 
Tots Program, as a USMC JROTC mini-boot 
camp program supervisor, and represents the 
Marine Corps in various community events 
around the DFW metroplex. 

Sergeant Major Daniel Huff, let me both 
thank and congratulate you on your excep-
tional service to our country and community 
both past and present. It is my pleasure to 
award you the 2013 Congressional Veteran 
Commendation for the Third District of Texas. 

f 

OCEAN ENERGY SAFETY AND 
TECHNOLOGY IMPROVEMENT 
ACT OF 2013 

HON. RUSH HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to intro-
duce the Ocean Energy Safety and Tech-
nology Improvement Act of 2013, a bill to fa-

cilitate the development and use of technology 
to make offshore drilling safer for workers and 
the environment. 

A little more than three and a half years 
ago, the Deepwater Horizon exploded and 
sank off the coast of Louisiana, killing eleven 
workers, and allowing its unfinished well to 
pour millions of barrels of crude oil into the 
Gulf of Mexico until it was finally capped sev-
eral months later. This event—the greatest 
single environmental disaster in American his-
tory—exposed as a myth the idea that such 
tragic offshore events, such as the Montara 
explosion in Australia, the Piper Alpha disaster 
in the North Sea, or the Ixtoc blowout in Mex-
ico, could not happen in the United States. 

There was no question that the industry had 
gotten complacent. And the regulators had 
gotten complacent. And even Congress had 
gotten complacent. The only debate before the 
Deepwater Horizon tragedy was where drilling 
should occur, not how safe it would be. Those 
of us whose states depend on clean beaches 
and clear water to fuel a multi-billion dollar 
tourism industry were assured that technology 
had reached the point that there was no risk 
whatsoever: that offshore drilling could coexist 
with clean beaches, that vacationers and mer-
chants would never have to fear oil-soaked 
seabirds dying on their shores, or tarballs 
staining the coasts for years to come. 

Those assurances, we learned in April 
2010, were completely false. The technology 
the industry boasted of was about drilling 
deeper and faster, not about being cleaner or 
safer. And while there is a requirement in the 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act for compa-
nies to use the ‘‘best available and safest 
technology,’’ in reality companies were al-
lowed to simply meet regulatory minimums. 
The Bureau of Safety and Environmental En-
forcement, or BSEE, recently proposed to 
close that loophole and ensure that companies 
really are using the best and safest tech-
nology; naturally that proposal was met with 
the predictable wails from industry. 

But despite those complaints, this is clearly 
an idea whose time has come. In October, the 
National Academy of Sciences released a re-
port with recommendations on how to imple-
ment a true requirement for using the best 
available and safest technology available in 
the offshore industry. The Academy endorsed 
BSEE’s formation of an Ocean Energy Safety 
Institute, but said that the institute needed 
more funding, more stability, and more author-
ity. 

That is what my legislation does. It adopts 
the National Academy’s recommendations by 
giving BSEE the authority to stand up a ro-
bust, permanent Ocean Energy Safety Insti-
tute with a steady source of funding. The Insti-
tute will facilitate collaboration between aca-
demia, regulators, and industry, serve as a 
center of excellence for offshore safety re-
search and education, and most importantly, 
help BSEE identify the best available and 
safest technologies currently in use, and facili-
tate the development of better and safer tech-
nologies. 

This legislation also implements other rec-
ommendations from the Academy, including 
providing the authority for the review of drilling 
plans and permits to be prioritized if they 
would use particularly innovative safety tech-
nologies, and promoting safety research by 
small businesses, where many of the best in-
novations arise. 
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Let me be clear: I do not believe that off-

shore drilling can ever be made safe enough 
to put the beaches and tourist economy of 
New Jersey at risk. There will always be the 
chance of equipment failure or human error 
that produces a catastrophic result, regardless 
of the level of technology employed. No 
amount of oil or gas is worth the potential de-
struction of the state’s lifeblood. I also believe 
that a continued dependence on offshore oil 
and gas, from any part of the country, keeps 
us from addressing the real issue that we 
should be focusing on: how to move to a re-
newable energy economy and ensure long- 
lasting energy and climate security. 

However, I acknowledge that we cannot get 
there overnight, and offshore drilling will con-
tinue in places like the Gulf of Mexico, at least 
for the time being. But while it is happening, 
we should ensure that it is being done with the 
absolute best safety and environmentally re-
sponsible technology available, and I urge my 
colleagues to join me in getting to that point 
by supporting the Offshore Drilling Safety 
Technology Improvement Act of 2013. 

f 

HONORING THOMAS E. 
SCHWEDHELM 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and honor the Chief 
of Police for the City of Santa Rosa, Cali-
fornia, Tom Schwedhelm, who is retiring after 
a 26-year career in law enforcement. 

Chief Schwedhelm worked as a cadet and 
then a correctional officer in the Sonoma 
County Jail prior to graduating from the Santa 
Rosa Training Center’s Police Academy in 
1983. 

In 1996, Tom Schwedhelm was promoted to 
Sergeant working with Sex Crimes & Family 
Violence investigations. He also had several 
collateral assignments: Special Response Unit 
Team Member and Team Leader; an Instruc-
tor in Use of Force, Chemical Agents, and 
Crowd Control; and an Ethics Facilitator. 

In 2002 he was promoted to Lieutenant and 
was promoted to Captain in 2004 as the Cap-
tain in charge of both the Field Services Divi-
sion and the Special Services Division. In 
March 2009, he was appointed as the Acting 
Chief of Police; he was subsequently ap-
pointed as the official Chief of Police for the 
City of Santa Rosa on May 3, 2009. 

Chief Schwedhelm was instrumental in de-
veloping one of the first Victim Services Pro-
grams, and assisted in the implementation of 
CHOICES Grant Program, a community-wide 
effort to address gang violence in the commu-
nity, as well as the Family Justice Center, the 
Mayor’s Gang Prevention Task Force and the 
Police Department Succession Planning. 

Chief Schwedhelm is a second generation 
law enforcement officer. He and his wife, 
Jackie, have lived in Santa Rosa for 22 years, 
where they have raised their two children. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief Schwedhelm has served 
the City of Santa Rosa well during his distin-
guished career. It is therefore appropriate that 
we commend him for his many years of public 
service and wish him well on his retirement. 

HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN EGYPT 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, a 
hearing that I convened last week examined 
the escalating human rights abuses in Egypt. 
It was fitting that we held the hearing on De-
cember 10, International Human Rights Day, 
because we are witnessing grievous violence 
and other abuses directed against religious 
and political minorities, particularly the Copts 
and other Christians, about which our govern-
ment and the media has said far too little— 
which seems to be a pattern worldwide. 

The persecution of Christians is escalating. 
Witness the slaughter of Christians in the Cen-
tral African Republic (CAR). Bishop Nongo of 
the CAR told my committee that Christians 
were being targeted because of their faith 
while the U.N., the United States, and the rest 
of the world looked on. Last Thursday, I 
chaired a hearing on American pastor Saeed 
Abedini who is jailed and suffering torture in 
Iran. Pastor Abedini’s wife, Naghmeh, told my 
committee: ‘‘While I am thankful for President 
Obama’s willingness to express concern about 
my husband and the other imprisoned Ameri-
cans in Iran during his recent phone conversa-
tion with Iran’s new president, Hassan 
Rouhani, I was devastated to learn that the 
administration didn’t even ask for my hus-
band’s release when directly seated across 
the table from the leaders of the government 
that holds him captive. My husband is suf-
fering because he is a Christian. He is suf-
fering because he is an American. Yet, his 
own government, at least the Executive and 
diplomatic representatives, has abandoned 
him. Don’t we owe it to him as a nation to 
stand up for his human rights, for his free-
dom?’’ 

After President Mubarak resigned in Feb-
ruary of 2011, the world hoped for a new 
Egypt, a just government for all Egyptians, 
which would not make President Mubarak’s 
mistakes—but reality has been just the oppo-
site. 

Horrific anti-Christian pogroms have taken 
place under each of the post-Mubarak govern-
ments. For some of these abuses, the govern-
ments bear the responsibility of inaction. For 
others they bear direct responsibility. In recent 
months, undercurrents of abuse and contempt 
for human dignity long existing in Egypt have 
turned into flash floods of violence. 

For example, the Supreme Council of the 
Armed Forces presided over the Maspero pro-
test massacre in October 2011. At least 25 
people were killed and more than 300 in-
jured—almost all of them Copts—when the 
military drove trucks through the crowd and 
used live ammunition against the unarmed 
protestors. 

Under the now-displaced Morsi government 
three low-level soldiers involved were charged 
with minor crimes and received two- to three- 
year sentences. No commanding officers were 
held responsible for ordering or failing to pre-
vent the deadly assaults. 

While Mr. Morsi of the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
Freedom and Justice Party, at times voiced 
support for an Egypt that was home to Mus-
lims and Christians, his inaction belied his 
rhetoric. In April of 2012, St. Mark’s Cathedral, 

seat of the Coptic Pope, was attacked by 30– 
40 Muslim youths. While dozens of Copts 
were sheltering inside, security forces joined 
the mob. Rather than dispersing the crowd, 
they participated in the all-night attack or 
stood idly by as rocks, gasoline bombs, and 
gas canisters were lobbed into the iconic ca-
thedral. Despite this, President Morsi denied 
that the clash was sectarian in nature. 

After Mr. Morsi was removed in July of this 
year, the military ended the Muslim Brother-
hood’s sit-in with violence, killing hundreds of 
protestors. Tragically, some in the Muslim 
Brotherhood scapegoated the Copts although 
the Copts had nothing to do with the military’s 
violent response. 

On August 14, a day that will be remem-
bered as the worst day for Copts in 700 years, 
thirty-seven churches, five schools, three Bible 
societies, four other Christian institutions, and 
many homes and businesses were burned or 
damaged by mobs. More than 100 deaths 
were documented in the initial spate of vio-
lence and its aftermath. 

Some Copts have charged the current mili-
tary government in Egypt with allowing the at-
tacks on Coptic persons, businesses, church-
es, and homes to continue—often in sight of 
police stations and in spite of repeated and di-
rect calls for help—in order to solidify govern-
ment power as the only alternative to the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, as well as to justify their own 
heavy-handed crackdown on the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

The Muslim Brotherhood denies any in-
volvement in the attacks occurring across the 
country, and has at times condemned them. 

Yet the Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice 
Party Branch in Helwan reportedly posted a 
statement holding the Coptic Pope responsible 
for Morsi’s removal and otherwise linked 
Copts to attacks on the Muslim Brotherhood. 
The Brotherhood also called for Friday prayers 
to be held in an evangelical church in Minya 
after it was occupied and converted into a 
mosque on August 15. 

Whoever the attackers are—and that is one 
thing we hope to learn more about today—the 
bottom line is that Coptic citizens are having 
their most basic human rights—freedom of re-
ligion, freedom of association, and equal pro-
tection of the laws—denied. 

We can never rest while human dignity is so 
grossly trampled on—nor can we ever accept 
the suffering that has marked Coptic life for 
decades, very much including the abductions, 
forced conversions, and forced marriage of 
Coptic girls and women. These abuses have 
continued unabated, and, by some reports, 
have escalated sharply following the Arab 
Spring, as has the abuse of the Egyptian 
courts to prosecute blasphemy cases against 
Christians, moderate Muslims and secularists. 

Moreover, despite the nearly 1.5 billion dol-
lars in foreign aid American taxpayers give 
Egypt each year, neither the Mubarak govern-
ment nor the Morsi government, or now the 
military government, has seen fit to return kid-
napped American citizen children Noor and 
Ramsey Bower, who were abducted by their 
mother to Egypt in 2009 in violation of valid 
U.S. court orders, to the United States. They, 
along with about 30 other American children in 
Egypt, are forced to live without the love and 
guidance of an American parent who daily 
fights for their return, while being stripped of 
half of their culture and half of their identity. 
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