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whose passion for family and civic service
made all the difference in our lives and in our
community.

Born December 24, 1913, at 111 Wooster
Street, my mother was one of six children.
She grew up in the heart of New Haven's
Italian American community and spent most of
her childhood in my grandmother's pastry
shop, Canestri’s. It was in the Wooster Square
neighborhood that my mother learned the im-
portance of family, respect, and community.
She married my father, Ted, in 1938 and they
successfully balanced a life of family and com-
munity service. | have vivid memories of my
parents sitting with neighbors at our kitchen
table—particularly newly immigrated families—
and my mother and father doing all they could
to help them overcome whatever obstacle they
were facing. My mother was no stranger to
hard work. When | was growing up, she
worked in a sweatshop, sewing shirt collars for
pennies Every day she would make me come
by after school to see the horrible, cramped
conditions. It is something | will never forget.
The lesson was clear: work hard. Make some-
thing of yourself. Get a good education.

My mother was elected to the Board of Al-
derman in 1965—a position she held for 35
years and which stands today as the record
for the longest serving member of that Board.
In her time on the Board, she focused much
of her attention on her childhood community—
seeing Wooster Square designated as the
City’s first Historic District, initiating the annual
Cherry Blossom Festival, and recognizing dis-
tinguished residents and organizations with
the honorary naming of streets and corners—
but she was also a fierce advocate, particu-
larly for senior citizens and children.

My mother knew the importance of helping
people—she understood that politics was an
avenue for change. She also understood that
women had an obligation to participate in the
political process. When | first ran for Congress
in 1990, | found an article my mother wrote in
the 10th ward Democratic newsletter in 1933,
now 80 years ago. Serving as Secretary of the
organization at the time, amazingly, she wrote:

It is not my intention to be critical, rather
my motive in writing this article is to en-
courage the female members of this organi-
zation to take a more active part in its af-
fairs. We are not living in the middle ages
when a woman’s part in life was merely to
serve her master in her home, but we have
gradually taken our place in every phase of
human endeavor, and even in the here-to-for
stronghold of the male sex: politics. I have
noticed that the girls, unlike the men, are
timid in asserting themselves, and many a
good idea is lost, having been suppressed by
its creator. Come on girls, let’s make our-
selves heard.

And so, mom, | want to take this opportunity
to say, “You made yourself heard.” You con-
tinue to make us all proud. Thank you and
congratulations on your centennial anniver-
sary. You are your daughter’s greatest inspira-
tion.
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
it is my privilege to honor fourteen distin-
guished military veterans, community servants,
and American patriots who call the Third Dis-
trict of Texas home. All faithfully answered the
call of duty and placed service above self for
the sake of our great nation. Each one leaves
a legacy to be remembered, for future genera-
tions to follow, a legacy of bravery, loyalty,
dedication, and sacrifice. For their selfless
service, bold leadership, and undying commit-
ment for their neighbor and nation, the fol-
lowing individual has been selected as a re-
cipient of the third annual Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation:

Kevin Haines served in the United States
Army from 1989 to 1996. During his ten year
military career, he served in the 89th Military
Police Brigade, which supported in wartime
and humanitarian services to numerous U.S.
Army missions across the globe. For instance,
he deployed to Iraq when the United States
first invaded Kuwait in 1990 and approximately
one year later, deployed to Cuba to help Hai-
tian refugees. He also deployed to Somalia,
and served at Fort Hood for several years. For
his dedication and years of service, Mr.
Haines was awarded the Army Commendation
Medal, Army Achievement Medal, and Human-
itarian Awards: Southwest Asia Medal, Armed
Forces Expeditionary Medal, Kuwait Liberation
Medal, National Defense Service Medal, and a
Good Conduct Medal.

After Mr. Haines’ military career honorably
ended in 1996, he began his fire service ca-
reer with the City of Temple Fire Rescue. He
joined the Plano Fire Department in 1999
where he serves as a Paramedic Trainer and
chairs the EMS Vision Committee. He re-
ceived a Life-Saving Award in 2002 and was
also awarded the Paramedic of the Year in
2007. Both in his military and civilian career,
Mr. Haines has consistently demonstrated the
highest level of service, putting his life on the
line to protect our community, our businesses,
and our homes.

Kevin Haines, let me both thank and con-
gratulate you on your exceptional service to
our country and community both past and
present. It is my pleasure to award you the
2013 Congressional Veteran Commendation
for the Third District of Texas.

———

THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF
HEALTH

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 16, 2013

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, the mission of
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) is to
seek and improve the quality of knowledge in
the medical sciences, and to apply that knowl-
edge in a meaningful way. The NIH fulfills this
mission by maintaining high standards of sci-
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entific integrity, public accountability, and so-
cial responsibility. The NIH also enriches
many colleges and universities across the
country, because, though many Americans are
not aware, a large portion of the budget is
sent out to all fifty states in the form of extra-
mural research grants. Through these grants,
better education yields higher return on public
investment in medical research.

Thanks in part to research performed by the
NIH, the life expectancy of a baby born in the
United States is now 79—which is three dec-
ades longer than one born in 1900. Not only
are we living longer, but our quality of life is
improving. According to the NIH, the propor-
tion of elderly with chronic disabilities has
dropped by almost one third over the last 25
years.

Research and development in the medical
field is the key to curing not only cancer, but
also a host of other diseases that impact mil-
lions of Americans. For citizens who suffer
from pancreatic cancer, one of the deadliest
major cancers, such funding is not just nec-
essary, it's urgent. It is critical that Congress
do whatever is possible to support pancreatic
cancer research at the NIH and the National
Cancer Institute (NCI). In meetings with my
constituents who have shared their stories
about pancreatic cancer, it has been clear that
we could do more to find a cure for this dis-
ease.

It is crucial that we, Members of the United
States Congress, continue to support the NIH
and its subsidiary, the NCI, by providing sus-
tained and predictable funding. In these times
of record debts and deficits and reduced
budgets, it remains important that Congress
continue to prioritize what is most important.
The NIH is truly a national treasure. It is a
light that we must not let fade.

———

FIVE CHINESE DAUGHTERS TO
BEIJING: PLEASE LET OUR FA-
THERS GO FREE

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 16, 2013

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
When China bullies, incarcerates, tortures—
and even executes—a prisoner of conscience,
their entire family and friends suffer an excru-
ciating sense of loss, bewilderment, emotional
pain and agony.

Often members of the family are themselves
subjected to interrogation, mistreatment and
house arrest in order to amplify the hurt.

In a very real sense, everyone close to a
prisoner of conscience goes to jail and lives a
seemingly unending nightmare. Every day,
family and friends are left to wonder what ter-
rible abuse awaits dad or mom or a brother or
sister or child. Every day, the tears flow.

The people who rule China today with an
iron fist resort to these ugly methods of control
in the mistaken assumption that the people—
the masses—can’t be trusted to govern them-
selves, practice their faith as they see fit or
create a family. China’s barbaric one child per
couple population control policy in effect since
1979 continues unabated to make brothers
and sisters illegal and relies on ruinous fines
and penalties, forced abortion, and coercive
sterilization—crimes  against humanity—to
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achieve its ends. And all “news” content and
commentary in cyberspace, TV, radio or in
print media continues to be strictly controlled
and manipulated by the communist party.

The Chinese government today is in the
business of breaking minds, bodies and
hearts. The repression is systematic, perva-
sive, unrelenting and unnecessary—the peo-
ple of China love their nation and deserve bet-
ter treatment. Even heroic persons like Chen
Guangcheng, Wei Jingsheng, Rebiya Kadeer,
Bishop Su, Harry Wu, and countless others
who have demonstrated by their extraordinary
perseverance an indomitable will to advance
bedrock human rights principles regardless of
cost carry the indelible scars of unspeakable
mistreatment.

The people who rule China today employ
these ugly methods of control to prop up their
own political power and increase their per-
sonal wealth. China, a great nation, deserves
better.

Far too many of us who live in freedom
often fail to exert ourselves in a meaningful
way to assist prisoners of conscience and
their loved ones—in China and elsewhere.

Far too many of us fail to empathize with
their plight. Or to see what's just below the
facade of the purported harmonious society.

How can it be that the 2010 Nobel Peace
Prize winner Liu Xiaobo remains in prison
while his wife Liu Xia is forced to endure the
extreme isolation of house arrest and is now
reportedly experiencing severe depression?

Perhaps we are uninformed or too busy or
prefer to look askance. However, with so
much preventable suffering being endured by
so many prisoners of conscience and their
families in China today, the time has surely
come for a more serious and sustained de-
fense of these heroic individuals and their
noble causes.

All of us—including the Chinese govern-
ment—have a duty to protect.

At a hearing that | held several weeks ago,
we heard the cries for release and freedom
from five remarkable daughters on behalf of
their wrongly imprisoned fathers and from a
dad on behalf of his unjustly jailed son. We
also received expert testimony from a pre-
viously incarcerated Christian pastor who
cares deeply for the vulnerable and at risk and
another human rights activist who was de-
tained in China after an attempt to visit a dis-
sident.
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
it is my privilege to honor fourteen distin-
guished military veterans, community servants,
and American patriots who call the Third Dis-
trict of Texas home. All faithfully answered the
call of duty and placed service above self for
the sake of our great nation. Each one leaves
a legacy to be remembered, for future genera-
tions to follow, a legacy of bravery, loyalty,
dedication, and sacrifice. For their selfless
service, bold leadership, and undying commit-
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ment for their neighbor and nation, the fol-
lowing individual has been selected as a re-
cipient of the third annual Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation:

LeRoy Myrben served in the United States
Navy from 1955 to 1977. During his 22 years
of service, he completed six tours aboard air-
craft carriers, three of those tours during the
Vietnam War, and in total, served in ten dif-
ferent naval commands. After his many years
of active duty, he worked for 27 years as a ci-
vilian employee, developing government and
corporate programs, such as the design stage
of the Blackhawk Helicopter, F—18 Hornet. In
2003, he retired as the Director of National
Security Solutions and as the Director of the
Coast Guard Program before moving to Fris-
co, Texas.

Since moving to Texas, he’s been an ex-
tremely active leader and servant to the city of
Frisco, advocating relentlessly on behalf of
veterans and their families. Quickly after mov-
ing, he joined the Frisco Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) 8273 post and in one short year
became the Post Senior Commander and then
later the Post Commander. During his time as
Commander, he chaired the Frisco Veterans’
Walk of Honor project to develop a memorial
walkway that displays names of veterans on
the Memorial in Frisco’'s Commons Park. All
the while, he continues to be an active Frisco
Committee Parade member and has served
as Frisco’s Memorial Day Master of Cere-
monies for the past three years. As an advisor
to Frisco’s Mayor, Maher Maso, he developed
and now chairs the Mayor’s Frisco Veterans
Advisory Committee, which consists of individ-
uals from all military branches selected to ad-
vise the Mayor and City Council Members on
issues pertaining to the veterans. Mr. Myrben
not only put his life on the line overseas, he
continues to sacrifice his time, energy, and ef-
forts every single day at home to ensure that
his fellow veterans receive the care, attention,
and honor they rightfully deserve.

LeRoy Myrben, let me both thank and con-
gratulate you on your exceptional service to
our country and community both past and
present. It is my pleasure to award you the
2013 Congressional Veteran Commendation
for the Third District of Texas.

————————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TRENT FRANKS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, December 16, 2013

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, had
| been present, | would have voted “yes” on
rollcall No. 641 on H. Res. 441.

———
HONORING RICHARD “DICK”
FREELAND
HON. TODD ROKITA
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, December 16, 2013

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and salute a distinguished Hoosier,
Richard “Dick” Freeland, who passed away on
October 20, 2013. | wish to express my heart-
felt gratitude and appreciation for his leader-
ship and service to the people of Indiana.
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Mr. Freeland was a Nevada native and lowa
transplant who later moved his family to Indi-
ana to pursue the American Dream. He start-
ed his career as an ironworker in lowa who
worked on Atlas rocket sites throughout the
Midwest. In 1967, Mr. Freeland started a part-
time job working for Pizza Hut for $1.25 an
hour. He eventually worked his way up to
store manager, area manager, and part-owner
in an lowa Pizza Hut franchise.

Mr. Freeland moved his wife and young
family to Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 1972 and
opened their first Pizza Hut franchise. Over
the next 40-plus years, the business grew to
include 48 Pizza Hut locations in Indiana and
Ohio as well as four Kentucky Fried Chicken
restaurants. His knowledge and business acu-
men was so well respected by the corporate
office that he was asked to travel to Poland to
advise the Pizza Hut team on improving their
operations. Soon after, he became a partner
in those Pizza Hut and Kentucky Fried Chick-
en restaurants in Poland and the Czech Re-
public.

Mr. Freeland sought to hire high-quality em-
ployees, train them well and empower them to
make decisions for the benefit of themselves,
the customer and the business. In his free
time, he was involved in local, state and na-
tional politics and enjoyed hunting, fishing,
traveling, and breeding Arabian horses at
Freeland Farms. Mr. Freeland was a member
of numerous corporate and charitable organi-
zation boards and served as the regional fi-
nance chairman of Bush/Quayle campaign in
1992.

Mr. Freeland left his loving wife, Deanna,
two children, six grandchildren, and one great-
grandchild.

Mr. Freeland’s legacy demonstrates the
promise of hard work and the extraordinary
opportunities afforded to the individual by lib-
erty and American free enterprise. Dick’s story
should serve as an example to millions of
young Americans. Through hard work and per-
severance, the American Dream can be real-
ized. There are very few places in the world
today where a part time hourly worker,
through his own toil and dedication, can not
only be promoted to management, but build
an empire. And then use his success for the
betterment of our nation and his fellow man.
Mr. Freeland’s life and story are a testament
to the unlimited potential of every individual,
our great nation, and America’s bright future.
America is quite exceptional indeed.

Rest in peace my friend, and thank you for
your example and leadership.

———

IRAN’S PERSECUTION OF PASTOR
ABEDINI WORSENS

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 16, 2013

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, at
our full committee hearing on Tuesday, De-
cember 10, | asked Secretary of State Kerry
whether he had raised Pastor Saeed Abedini’s
release during the Iranian nuclear talks. | read
him the following advance excerpt of the testi-
mony that Naghmeh Abedini—wife of Pastor
Saeed Abedini who remains imprisoned and
subject to torture in Iran—would offer on
Thursday, December 12. “While | am thankful
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