December 12, 2013

Dan’s dedicated, longstanding service to
this great institution is understood and greatly
appreciated by the Members and employees
who have benefited from his work.

On behalf of the entire House community,
we extend congratulations to Dan for his years
of outstanding contributions and service to the
United States House of Representatives.

We wish Dan much happiness in fulfilling
his retirement dreams.

———

CONGRATULATING THE LOVETT
SCHOOL LIONS FOOTBALL TEAM

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to recognize The Lovett School
Lions varsity football team on an exceptional
2013 season.

This Saturday, the Region 6-AA Champion
Lions will make their first championship game
trip to the Georgia Dome, and their first cham-
pionship game since 2007.

Following an impressive 12—-1 season, the
Lions defeated Brooks County 35—-12 last Fri-
day in the Class AA semifinals. They now face
Lamar County in the titte game. What's more,
they now have the opportunity to best the
team that eliminated them from last years
playoffs in a hard-fought game.

This season, Coach Mike Muschamp, his
staff, and these young men have worked tire-
lessly to earn their place in Georgia football
history. The team’s seniors will enter the next
chapter of their lives knowing that they have
upheld their school’s legacy of excellence and
have set a high bar for future Lions teams.

| encourage the entire team to reflect proud-
ly on their impressive season and remember
the season’s important life lessons of respon-
sibility, persistence, and self-discipline. These
traits will serve them well throughout their
lives.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | wish
the Lovett Lions football team the best of luck
in the Class AA State Championship title
game, and congratulate them on their impres-
sive season. This team has brought great
pride to their school, the city of Atlanta, and
Georgia’s 11th District. Go Lions.

——————

HONORING MR. CLARENCE
HALL, JR.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a champion, Mr. Clar-
ence Hall, Jr. He has shown what can be
done through hard work, dedication and a de-
sire to make life better for others.

Mr. Clarence Hall, Jr. was born in
Issaquena County and attended school there.
In 1941 he volunteered for the U.S. Army,
three of his five years of service was spent in
the European Theatre of Operation during
World War II. After completing his military
service, Mr. Hall attended Agricultural School
for four years in Delta City, MS.
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Mr. Hall is a faithful member of the St. John
Missionary Baptist Church at Palmetto, MS.
He has been married to Selvey Hall for 58
years. He has a son, Clarence Hall, lll and a
daughter, Ruth Ann Evans, 8 grandchildren
and 2 great grandchildren.

While Mr. Hall didn’t have multiple degrees
to attach to his name, he has many, many
deeds to attach. He is well versed with com-
mon sense and a sense of humility. His love
for God and Humanity was instrumental in his
endeavors to ensure that all men were treated
fairly, which is what lead him to becoming a
Civil/Human Rights Activist.

In 1957, he was the first Black in Issaquena
County to pay poll tax. Later, in 1964, he was
one of the founding members of the
Issaquena County Freedom Democratic Party,
a political action organization that helped to
organize black voters into a viable political
force. Mr. Hall and others appeared before the
United States Commission on Civil Rights on
February 16-20, 1965 to testify about Blacks
in Mississippi being denied the right to register
to vote and abolish the literacy test. He was
also fired from Akin Saw Co., when he went
to Washington D.C. seeking funds for the
Child Development Group of MS which is now
called Headstart.

In 1969 Mr. Hall was one of the founding
members of Delta Foundation, Inc. and is a
current board member. Also, he founded the
Issaquena County Federal Credit Union in
Mayersville, where he has been the Manager,
CEO/Chairman for the past 36 years.

He filed a redistricting lawsuit in Issaquena
County which resulted in the election of the
first black supervisor. He was also active in
getting the Mississippi Congressional Districts
redrawn to make it possible for Blacks to be
elected into the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. Mr. Clarence Hall, Jr. has served in sev-
eral capacities in Sharkey and Issaquena
County to improve life for others. He has
worked at Delta Opportunities Corporation, MS
Delta Council for Farm Workers, elected to
Western Line School Board, member of
Issaquena County Executive Committee,
member of the Sharkey/Issaquena Hospital
Board of Trustees, member of the Issaquena
County Levee Board Commission and found-
ing member of the Lake Jackson Water Asso-
ciation among other things.

Clarence has also received several awards
throughout his life. In 1968 he received the
Rural Service Award from the Office of Eco-
nomic Opportunity in Washington, D.C. and
awards for services to the Issaquena County
Federal Credit Union, Western Line School
Board and the Delta Area School Board Asso-
ciation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Clarence Hall, Jr. for his
dedication to serving others and giving back to
the community.

—————

THE RETIREMENT OF JUDGE
THOMAS D. HORNE

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and honor Judge Thomas D. Horne, an
integral member of Loudoun County’s justice
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system for more than three decades, who re-
tired at the beginning of this month.

Judge Horne graduated from Muhlenberg
College in 1965 and went on to attend William
and Mary Law School, where he earned his
law degree in 1969. He began his career as
a judge advocate for the Marines and in 1979,
his love of the courtroom led him to become
the county’s first elected commonwealth’s at-
torney. In 1982, he was appointed to the
Loudoun Circuit Court and since then has
heard some of Loudoun’s most prominent
cases, including the 2002 first-degree murder
trial of Claire Schwartz, who was found guilty
of killing her father, as well as the nation’s first
“spam” case involving email advertisements.

Although he is one Virginia’s most re-
spected circuit court judges and described by
his colleagues a “the epitome of fairness”—
his leadership extends far beyond the court-
room. He helped create a bench book for
judges in Virginia, which has become an indis-
pensable resource for those involved in the
legal profession. Additionally, he spearheaded
the nation’s first victim-witness program and
started a week-long law camp mentoring teen-
agers interested in law.

Outside of the legal realm, Judge Horne
serves his community in other ways. In the
1980’s he played an important role in the de-
velopment of youth soccer programs in
Loudoun and later formed the Loudoun Coun-
ty Youth Lacrosse League.

| have had the privilege of knowing Tom for
many years. | hope that he enjoys retirement
with his wife, Patricia, and their children, Rob
and Jennifer, and grandchildren, knowing that
he has been a pillar of the Loudoun commu-
nity for decades. | wish him all the best and
thank him for his outstanding service, both in-
side and outside of the courtroom.

| submit the following Leesburg Today arti-
cle on Judge Horne’s remarkable accomplish-
ments.

[From the Leesburg Today, Dec. 5, 2013]
THE EPITOME OF FAIRNESS’: HORNE RETIRES,

AFTER THREE DECADES ON LOUDOUN BENCH

(By Erika Jacobson Moore)

Sitting in his office at the Loudoun County
Courthouse, Judge Thomas D. Horne is remi-
niscing about his high school football coach
in Baltimore. After being cut during tryouts
for other sports, Horne saw a flyer about a
meeting for football. So he went. There,
coach George Young—a future New York Gi-
ants general manager and NFL vice presi-
dent—told the group, “I won’'t cut you.
You’ll cut yourself.” Horne joined the foot-
ball team and Young became a mentor to the
teenager. Then, when it came time for Horne
to consider college, Young stepped up.

“I didn’t have any money, but every week-
end he took me to see schools,” Horne re-
membered. That was when Horne first
learned anything about Muhlenberg College
in Pennsylvania. ‘I didn’t know what it was.
I thought it must have been in Germany
somewhere. But he said, ‘This is the school
for you.” So I went.”

It was his time at Muhlenberg that put
Horne on the path that eventually led him to
Loudoun, where he spent more than three
decades as a cornerstone in the county’s
legal system.

““The point is: you can make a difference in
someone else’s life. And you should,” he said.

It is with that philosophy that Horne has
approached his life and more than 30 years
on the bench in Loudoun’s courtrooms. This
week marks the first time since the late
1970s that Horne is not a formal part of
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Loudoun’s legal landscape. Horne retired
from the bench Dec. 1, a result of the Vir-
ginia requirement that judges retire when
they reach age 70. He plans to continue on a
part-time basis after the New Year until the
General Assembly appoints his replacement.

“I try to set an attitude in the courtroom
that respects everybody,” he said. ‘“You have
to make people understand that you are lis-
tening. That is sometimes all people want.”’
Known for often taking cases ‘‘under advise-
ment”’ before issuing an opinion or ruling,
Horne said that is intentional—designed to
give him time to really examine the argu-
ments and consider both sides.

‘“You have to be able to look at things ob-
jectively people can disagree with
whether you came up with the right or
wrong answer, that’s one of the great things
about this system. But you have to take the
time,” he said, adding with a laugh, *“Of
course, I always think I came up with the
right answer.”’

Horne’s strides to ensure fairness and com-
passion were always present in his court-
room, according to those who have watched
his career. Leesburg attorney Rhonda Paice,
who credits Horne with her decision to be-
come a lawyer, said Horne is ‘‘the epitome of
everything I thought was right with that
[legal] profession.” In high school, Paice
shadowed Horne when he was an assistant
commonwealth’s attorney and then worked
as his courtroom clerk the summer after she
graduated from college in 1983.

‘““He was an extremely skilled trial attor-
ney,” she recalled. ‘‘He was very polished in
the courtroom. But he never really took ad-
vantage.

“Everything he did as a prosecutor it was
really him thinking, is this furthering the
ends of justice? He was just really advanced
at walking the line between doing his job as
a prosecutor, but doing it in the right cir-
cumstances and giving people a break when
they needed it.”

Bill Mims, who was elected to serve as a
justice on the Supreme Court of Virginia in
2010, practiced law in front of Horne when he
was an attorney in Loudoun, and echoed
those sentiments. In an email, Mims
harkened back to the words of U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Potter Stewart, who said,
‘“Justice is fairness.”

““Judge Horne is the epitome of fairness,”
Mims wrote. ‘‘He always applies the law
faithfully, but also with equity. A judge can
receive no higher praise.”

Clerk of the Circuit Court Gary Clemens
first met Horne in the early 1990s, when he
was a witness in a domestic case. ‘“Even at
that point I was very impressed with his de-
meanor, his compassion and actual interest
in the people who were before him with a
court proceeding,” Clemens said. When
Clemens became an investigator with the
Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office a few
years later, he began spending more time in
Horne’s courtroom.

“You could tell he had respect for everyone
who appeared before him, even the criminal
defendants,”” he said. ‘““He ensured those
rights were upheld. You could tell that with
the way he was talking and how he treated
them he wasn’t really judging them, he was
just upholding the law and applying the
law.”

The Loudoun Circuit Court has been
stretched this year with Horne and Judge
Burke F. McCahill picking up additional
cases after the General Assembly failed to
appoint a replacement for Judge James
Chamblin, who retired in April. Judge Ste-
phen E. Sincavage was appointed by Gov.
Bob McDonnell this summer, but must be
confirmed by the state legislature in the up-
coming session.

Even with the additional work in his final
year, a week before his retirement Horne
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said he was in position to have everything on
his docket completed before he left.

That comes as no surprise to the people
who know him best, many who touted his
work ethic on the bench. Clemens says there
are many nights when Horne would be the
last one working in the courthouse, ‘‘some-
times as late as 8 p.m. and I would go down
the hall and his light is on and he is in there.

‘““He just has that commitment to the pro-
fession,” Clemens said. ‘“‘Most importantly it
was his commitment to the people involved.
These were people with a very important
issue in their lives and he realized that. So
he was willing to work very late at night or
even come in on the weekends.”

After graduating from Muhlenberg in 1965,
Horne went to the College of William and
Mary, earning his law degree in 1969 and then
serving as a judge advocate in the Marines.
Eventually, Horne and his family moved to
Leesburg.

‘At the start of my career, it was a com-
pletely different place,” he said, recalling his
practice was set up in a building with doc-
tors’ offices and he ‘‘always had pregnant
women and people with eye problems drop-
ping in accidentally.”” Horne served as an as-
sistant commonwealth’s attorney in the
1970s—it was a part-time position so he kept
his private practice as well.

“You were on a first-name basis with ev-
eryone,” he said. ‘“‘But in 1972, Leesburg was
still a fairly closed society. The newspaper
was still really a society column, about who
was vacationing . . . and I'm just a guy who
moved here from Reston with my family.”

In 1979, he campaigned to be the county’s
first elected commonwealth’s attorney.
Horne said he felt drawn to public service. ‘I
love the courtroom. I love the challenge of
the courtroom,” he said.

Former Clerk of the Court Fred Howard
first got to know Horne during that 1979
campaign, and he recalls Horne’s commit-
ment coming through as he campaigned. ‘‘He
walked all the way across Loudoun County,”
Howard said. ‘“‘He would stop and do cam-
paign stops along the way, but he walked the
entire county. I even wrote a song for his
campaign . . . he walked ‘from the hills of
Northern Loudoun to the plains of Sterling
Park’.”

After Horne was elected Commonwealth’s
Attorney, Howard said he always was struck
by how dedicated to the legal process he was,
with one case coming to mind immediately.
A man had been charged with breaking and
entering, but said he was innocent because
he had been at McDonald’s at the time of the
crime—even going so far as to say what he
ate. Horne went back and checked the man’s
alibi, finding out that the day of the crime
was the only day that restaurant had ever
been closed.

‘“He was always very thorough,” Howard
recalled. ‘““The look on that boy’s face was
priceless.”

Since being appointed to the Loudoun Cir-
cuit Court in 1982, Horne has presided over
some of Loudoun’s most well known cases—
from one of the earliest ‘‘shaken baby’ man-
slaughter cases in 1995, which ended in a mis-
trial and resulted in a guilty plea to a child
abuse charge, to the 2002 first-degree murder
trial of Clara Schwartz, who was found
guilty of killing her father and luring two
men into the plot.

He also heard the first SPAM case in the
country, where he sentenced a North Caro-
lina man to prison for flooding AOL accounts
with thousands of bulk email advertise-
ments. The case was tried in Loudoun be-
cause AOL is located in the county. The Vir-
ginia Supreme Court later deemed the anti-
spam statute in the Virginia State Code un-
constitutional, something Horne had called
into question when imposing his sentence.
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There was the 1999 case where the ability
of the Washington Metropolitan Airports Au-
thority, which is made up of representatives
of Maryland, Virginia and DC, to condemn
land in Virginia was challenged. ‘“‘That was
interesting,”” Horne said, ‘‘because it in-
volved the Compact Clause of the Constitu-
tion.”” The Compact Clause states that with-
out the consent of Congress no state can
enter into an agreement or compact with an-
other state.

‘“Whoever thought I would be hearing a
case like that here in Loudoun County?”
Horne said with a smile.

And then, of course, for years, Horne has
heard land use case after land use case as
Loudoun’s development ramped up. ‘“‘In the
early 2000s there was always some sort of
land use case on the docket,” he said. And
many of them brought up complicated legal
questions, and involved multiple plaintiffs.

He handled legal challenges that resulted
from a large-scale Board of Supervisors-initi-
ated downzoning. ‘“You're working on
rezonings with 200 plaintiffs and all these
lawyers at the top of their game and it’s just
you,” Horne said, acknowledging he appre-
ciates ‘‘good lawyering’’ in his courtroom.

Domestic relations cases were always a
staple of Horne’s docket, including divorce
and child custody cases. In those, he often
got the ‘‘greatest satisfaction” because ‘‘in
some of these cases the parents are just liti-
gating constantly.”

“It’s when I hear from one of those kids
and they say they have bonded again with
both parents that I get such a sense of satis-
faction,” he said, recalling one case in par-
ticular, in which a wife did not want her hus-
band to have any contact with their chil-
dren. The father was going overseas to Iraq
and “‘I was able to create a moment” for the
father and his children, Horne recalled. ‘‘He
ended up going over there and he was killed.
And that was the last moment they had to-
gether.”

Horne’s influence 1in the courtroom
stretches beyond Leesburg, as well. He was
an integral part of the effort to create the
bench book for judges in the commonwealth.
The book serves as a reference for judges, at-
torneys and other members of the legal pro-
fession.

He also worked on the judicial boundary
realignment that benchmarks how many
judges are needed in Virginia, and in specific
localities, based on the number of case hours
worked, the number of cases and how many
judges are needed to handle the total. The
document easily makes the case, Horne said,
for the need to fill his position quickly, and
to add a fourth judge in the circuit court in
Loudoun.

Horne recalled how he recently had some-
one tell him they had never seen him get
upset until he had to tell someone that he
could not hear their case. “We just don’t
have the manpower,” he said of Loudoun’s
Circuit Court.

The ability to make a difference also drove
Horne’s work outside the courtroom.

As a prosecutor he helped start the coun-
ty’s victim-witness program, the first of its
kind in the nation. ‘“You are trying to bring
[victims] a sense of closure. That is really
what this is all about; you’re trying to reach
that closure for people,’” he said.

More than a dozen years ago, he started
Law Camp for high school students in the
20th Judicial Circuit, which brings lawyers
together to train students to conduct moot
court trials, give speeches and hear from
guest speakers. Paice recalled being called
into Horne’s office with a couple other attor-
neys.

He said, I have this idea and I want to do
this camp, a sleepover that will last a week,
and we’ll have lawyers who will mentor
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[teenagers] and then Friday they will try a
case,” Paice said. ‘“We all sort of looked at
each other like, you want to what now? He
said he thought it was a worthwhile project
for the Loudoun Bar. He thought the legal
profession gets a bad rap, and it can be hard
for kids to see how much good lawyers can
do. He said, ‘I think that is a really good pro-
gram to showcase the things that lawyers do
in the community.’”’

Ian Duggan, a Loudoun Valley High School
graduate, participated in law camp in 2002.
Now a JAG serving in Turkey, he credits his
interest in law directly to his interactions
with Horne. Duggan first met Horne in the
eighth grade, when Horne was coaching him
in lacrosse and ‘‘knew [Horne] had a passion
for the law.” Then when he got into high
school and participated in law camp, it fur-
ther spurred his interest in the legal profes-
sion.

“Looking at him as a lawyer, he is a good
example of what you want to be,” Duggan
said in a phone interview from Turkey. “I
saw the way people respected him. He did a
good job of bringing a lot of people from the
Bar out and supporting the effort. Not many
people could do that.”

Horne, along with McCahill, also presided
over Loudoun’s Drug Court until the Board
of Supervisors cut its funding last year. A
common target for budget cuts before it was
eliminated in 2012, Horne often spoke pas-
sionately about the program and the impact
it can have, telling supervisors in 2009 that
he would ‘‘rather take home hours of home-
work’’ than see the program cut.

He calls his work for the community ‘‘an
extension of being a judge.”

““I tell the new judges—that is my advice—
don’t go and hide. Don’t sit up on high. Be
out in the community; get out with people.
Yes, you have your judicial ethics, and you
don’t talk about your cases, but you need to
talk with people, and know them and under-
stand them. You need to understand people,”’
he said.

And Horne’s influence on Loudoun’s com-
munity stretches far beyond the legal sys-
tem. In the early 1980s, he helped youth soc-
cer form in the county, and at the end of
that decade he formed the Loudoun County
Youth Lacrosse League. The sport was one of
his passions growing up, and one he passed
on to his son, Rob.

“I distinctly remember our first catch, I
had my baseball mitt and then we would
trade off [with the lacrosse stick],” Rob
Horne said. “‘I really took to it very quickly.
I think he saw how passionate I was about
the sport, and he wanted to provide me with
an outlet . . . and in 1989 he founded lacrosse
in the county.”

Rob Horne said his father is his hero, in no
small part because of his passion for his com-
munity and his ability to be just as pas-
sionate about his family. Growing up the son
of a judge, Rob Horne always faced questions
about a perceived strict household.

“[My friends] thought that things were in-
credibly strict and heavy handed in our
house. They were not,” he said. ‘“My father
had an amazing ability to leave the office,
the courthouse, behind. He never carried any
of that baggage home.”

In addition to his dedication to youth
sports, Horne is a former Boy Scouts cub
master, Loudoun County High School PTA
president and the first chairman of Loudoun
County High School’s all-night, drug-free
graduation organizing committee.

‘‘He has this selfless approach that he has
taken throughout his adult life in all facets
of our community,” the younger Horne, now
a teacher at Middleburg Academy, said. “‘It
is this inexhaustible energy that he has.
That is something that I have really tried to
draw from him. When you undertake an en-
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deavor, you really see it through. Be pas-
sionate about what it is that you do, either
professionally or in some extracurricular ac-
tivity.”

Beyond the tangible work Horne does in
Loudoun that will be absent with his retire-
ment, it is the intangible that will be impos-
sible to replace.

“I have dreaded 2013 for so long,” Paice
said. ‘I have always had a feeling that as
long as he was in that courthouse justice was
going to be done, whether it was in front of
him or not. Divorce, criminal, land use, he
was going to be there to be sure that justice
was done. And he is not going to be there. It
is totally an end of an era for this commu-
nity.”

Duggan, who also worked for him as a law
clerk one summer, said one of the things
Horne worked to instill in him was the im-
portance of people—something he tries to re-
member every day he works as an attorney.
Duggan said he has an ‘“‘indelible mark’ on
him of Horne placing his hands on his shoul-
ders and telling him:

““The law programs, the buildings they are
all great, but at the end of the day it is the
people that really make the system work

. it doesn’t matter if you don’t have the
right people.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 635, | was unable to be present for H.R.
3212. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yes.”

———

TRIBUTE TO LENAWEE CHRISTIAN
FAMILY CENTRE

HON. TIM WALBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. WALBERG. | rise today to recognize the
25 years of service provided by the Lenawee
Christian Family Centre to the community of
Adrian, Michigan.

The “Centre,” as it is popularly known, of-
fers a variety of fitness, sports and other pro-
grams enjoyed by over 4,000 members of the
community. The brainchild of local philan-
thropists Orville and Ruth Merillat, the Centre
was originally built on a vision of providing a
place for young people in the community to
gather. While the Centre has grown over the
years and their programs have changed, the
underlying mission has remained the same: to
encourage families and serve them in a
Christ-centered way.

| had the distinct honor to have served on
the founding board of the Centre and continue
to be impressed to see how they've grown
over the years to meet a great need in the
Adrian community and all of Lenawee County.

Today, the Centre offers fitness options that
range from a pool and exercise equipment to
a climbing wall and handball courts. They
have a cafe, an auditorium, and host a num-
ber of classes, wellness programs and family-
oriented events. Through all these offerings,
which are available to everyone in the commu-
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nity, the Centre seeks to promote and support
Christian values and ideals.

Mr. Speaker, it is organizations like the Cen-
tre that strengthen our civil society and meet
the needs of our communities in a way the
government never can. | ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the Centre’s 25 years of
service and thank them for their continued
contributions to the Adrian community.

HONORING THE LIFE OF CAPTAIN
NAO YENG VANG

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Captain Nao Yeng
Vang, who passed away on November 16,
2013 at the age of 67. Captain Vang was an
extraordinary person, and he will always be
remembered as an iconic hero to the Hmong
people.

Captain Vang never attended school, but
learned to read, write, and speak Lao fluently
on his own. In 1964, at 18 years old, he was
recruited by the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) and served as a Captain under the late
General Vang Pao during the Vietnam War.
He bravely fought and directed Hmong sol-
diers to fight against communists and saved
many American soldiers from torture.

In February 1965, Captain Vang married Yia
Yang in Ban Soun, Laos. They were married
for 38 years until Mrs. Vang passed away on
October 18, 2003. They had six sons: Moua
Pao Vang, Chia Neng Vang, Kou Vang, Thai
Vang, Ger Vang, and Nou Vang, and seven
daughters: Ka Ying Vang, My Vang, Kia May
Vang, Maiyer Vang, Pa Houa Vang, Stacey
Bao Vang, and Kathleen Kalia Vang.

Captain Vang and his family settled in
Nampong, Thailand on May 13, 1975. They
lived in Thailand for three years as refugees
before receiving asylum from the United
States government in 1978. The Vang family
resided in Hamilton, Montana where Captain
Vang worked as a press operator for three
years. In 1980, he co-founded the Lao Family
branch in Montana. The organization was de-
veloped to help and empower refugees to
adapt and become successful members of
American society.

The Vang family eventually moved to Fres-
no, California in 1982. Captain Vang was an
independent farmer in Fresno for 16 years. As
a farmer, he was able to engage in Hmong
and American politics. He encouraged the
Hmong community to vote during election cy-
cles. Voting was a very important aspect in his
life because in Laos, citizens did not have the
right to vote and speak freely. Due to his in-
volvement with American politics, he was able
to meet former Secretary of State Hillary Clin-
ton as well as many state, county, and city
elected officials.

Captain Vang was a member of Lao Vet-
erans of America, Inc. He served as an advi-
sor to the Hmong community and participated
in various organizations as a community lead-
er, educator, and cultural advisor. When he
spoke at community events he urged the
Hmong community to be productive citizens,
to be united, and to love and support one an-
other. He was a tireless supporter of edu-
cation and encouraged students to stay in
school and pursue a higher education.
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