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with a defendant convicted for a third time of
these heinous offenses.

As | have described, child abuse is a seri-
ous problem, and in order to determine the
appropriateness of expanding federal laws, we
should have had a hearing on this issue,
which we did not. We have received no evi-
dence suggesting that federal judges impose
such sentences on these third-time offenders
that they keep getting out of prison and com-
mitting child abuse again.

The reason the bill before us today can only
apply to federal lands is because we do not
have jurisdiction over local crimes. The issue
of child abuse is traditionally a matter for the
states, and therefore this issue might have
been best, first considered by the over-crim-
inalization task force.

If our goal is to actually reduce the ravages
of child abuse, we should not limit our efforts
to the negligible number of prosecutable cases
involving third offenses on federal lands.

| say prosecutable because most child
abuse is not reported at all, and many chases
that are reported are difficult to prosecute be-
cause family members may be unwilling to
testify against one another. In fact, we have
received no evidence that this bill would have
even applied to the Kilah Davenport case,
which does not appear to have occurred on
federal land or have been committed by a
third-time offender.

We need to focus federal efforts on sup-
porting programs which will prevent these
crimes from happening in the first place.

H.R. 3627 does, however, include a worth-
while provision that requires the Attorney Gen-
eral to issue a report outlining the child abuse
laws in the 50 states. The states can then re-
view their statutes to see how they compare to
other states and decide if their state laws
need to be amended.

| agree with the desire to do more to protect
our children from such tragic victimization, and
we should work together to reduce child
abuse. However, | think there are better ways
to doit.

HONORING TIM CARPENTER
HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 10, 2013

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of
Mr. ELLISON of Minnesota and Mr. GRIJALVA of
Arizona, the co-chairs of the Congressional
Progressive Caucus, as well as Ms. LEE of
California, Mr. MCGOVERN of Massachusetts
and Mr. GRAYSON of Florida, | rise to acknowl-
edge the many contributions of Mr. Tim Car-
penter, and to send him wishes for healing as
he fights against cancer. As the co-founder
and director of the Progressive Democrats of
America, Tim has helped to create a grass-
roots movement to bring the voice of the peo-
ple to Washington.

For the past thirty years, Tim has been in-
defatigable in pressing forward progressive
ideals to help strengthen our American de-
mocracy. He has been in the forefront of pro-
gressive causes, from promoting nuclear dis-
armament to fighting to abolish the death pen-
alty to establishing health care as a human
right, as well as securing voting rights and
jobs for all.
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Tim was a key organizer for the presidential
campaigns of Rev. Jesse Jackson (1988), and
Gov. Jerry Brown (1992), and he served as
Deputy National Campaign Manager in the
Kucinich for President campaign (2004). Tim
was a national DNC delegate, and addressed
the 1992 Democratic National Convention. Tim
worked closely with Reverend Jesse Jackson
Sr. during the 2004 Presidential election, in
order to bring national attention to very serious
problems with voting procedures in Ohio and
other states. He helped strengthen and im-
prove our democracy, by challenging elected
officials in Congress and throughout the nation
to protect the cherished right of our citizens to
vote. Tim has received several awards includ-
ing “Democrat of the Year” in Northampton,
MA, Progressive Activist of the Year by the
Nation magazine, as well as the Marilyn Clem-
ent award for his work on behalf of H.R. 676,
the “Expanded Improved Medicare for All.”

Tim’s zeal to improve our system of govern-
ment stems from his days as a student when
he earned History and Political Science de-
grees from California State University Ful-
lerton, as well as a Master's Degree in His-
tory. Early in his career, Tim took efforts to
shape and guide our young men and women
as a high school and community college U.S.
History and Government teacher. For many
years, Tim worked with California state sen-
ator Tom Hayden as a senior staff member.
He was also an influential field organizer in
the Orange County California Democratic
Party.

Despite his ailments, Tim is still engaging,
still pushing forward and still trying to raise
awareness of the great challenges this country
is facing.

In this trying time we lend our support to our
friend, Tim, his wife Barbara Considine, and
their daughters, Sheila and Julia. We ask that
you all will join us in wishing Tim a full and
quick recovery so that he can continue to do
important work on behalf of our country.

———

RECOGNIZING SERGEANT MARY
HERRERA, U.S. MARINE CORPS
(RET.)

HON. ANN KIRKPATRICK

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 10, 2013

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to recognize Sergeant Mary Herrera, U.S.
Marine Corps (Ret.), a brave young woman
and member of the Arizona National Guard
from my congressional district whose personal
story of valor on the battlefield is truly inspira-
tional. Her courage under enemy attack on
November 8, 2003 on a routine mission in Iraq
as part of the 855th Military Police Academy
won her a Purple Heart.

| am proud of Sgt. Herrera, who represents
the best and brightest in not only my district
and state of Arizona, which is home to over a
half million veterans, but also in our nation.

Thanks to her story and example, the state
of Arizona passed a bill that authorized tuition
waiver scholarships to National Guardsmen
and women who received a Purple Heart or
were medically discharged due to injuries
while serving in the military after 9/11. The bill
is known as the Mary Herrera bill. Now, Sgt.
Herrera is a Field Representative of the West
for the Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes.
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The Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes is
a 501(c)(3) non-profit, non-partisan organiza-
tion, established in 2004 to provide severely
wounded veterans of the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and their families with emergency fi-
nancial assistance and other support services
to help them recover from their injuries and re-
build their lives. All funds needed to develop
and manage programs that advance its mis-
sion come from contributions to CSAH by indi-
vidual citizens, corporate donors and founda-
tions.

According to Major General David Rataczak
of the Arizona National Guard, Herrera is “the
bravest person he has ever met.” He refers to
Sgt. Herrera as a true example of a modern
citizen-soldier who, despite being small in stat-
ure, is motivated, loyal, physically and men-
tally capable, disciplined and proficient, coura-
geous and always a professional.

Sgt. Herrera, who represents the changing
demographic within U.S. armed forces, is
dedicated to improving the lives of young vet-
erans who are returning home from war. Last
month, she represented our state in a high-
level event hosted by CSAH in Washington,
D.C., for members of Congress, staff and con-
cerned citizens. The event focused on the se-
rious challenge of homelessness facing young
veterans, which is becoming a burgeoning cri-
sis among female combat veterans.

Under the leadership of President and CEO
David Walker, the Coalition to Salute Amer-
ica’s Heroes helps severely wounded veterans
and families of Operation Enduring Freedom
and Operation Iragi Freedom in the state of
Arizona and across the country to recover
from their injuries and illnesses by providing
emergency financial aid and other support
services, in hopes that these veterans can
transition successfully into civilian life. In addi-
tion, the Coalition’s emergency aid services
respond to trends associated with suicide
among veterans (24 per day), a skyrocketing
divorce rate (60 percent among actives), and
growing domestic abuse.

Recently, in my home state of Arizona, the
Coalition awarded a $10,000 grant toward the
construction of a multipurpose recreational fa-
cility designed to benefit long-term patients un-
dergoing rehabilitation and other medical care
at Prescott VA Hospital. In addition, it donated
$5,000 to fund the design and construction of
a bronze sculpture called “Heroic Challenges”
(in the outdoor recreational facility at the hos-
pital), which will depict a runner crossing the
finish line with a look of determination on his
face. The winner of this race, however, is dis-
tinguished by a prosthetic leg, a tracheotomy
scar on his neck, several shrapnel wounds,
and burn scars on one arm. Also, the Coalition
donated a grant of nearly $5,000 to the Ari-
zona Coalition to End Homelessness to sup-
port the group’s initiatives to provide housing
for homeless veterans. The grant furnished
approximately 60 housing units that will be oc-
cupied by veterans.

We have not seen the total surge yet from
Irag and Afghanistan—and the women coming
out of those conflicts are combat veterans who
have the same issues the men have. The Co-
alition is working hard to address these chal-
lenges. In 2013 alone, the Coalition will have
donated nearly $1 million in direct aid to vet-
erans in addition to managing the many other
CSAH programs that are available to wounded
veterans (conferences, holiday gift checks,
education and training, etc.).



December 10, 2013

On December 9-13, 2013, The Road to Re-
covery (R2R) Conference and Tribute is a
four-day educational and motivational event
for wounded veterans and their families de-
signed to prepare them for the challenges in
their lives that lie ahead.

On behalf of the state of Arizona, and in
particular, the First District of Arizona, | would
like to offer my deepest admiration, respect
and appreciation to Sgt. Herrera and the Coa-
lition for their efforts to improve the lives of
those who have fought and served our country
with distinction. We owe Mary a debt of grati-
tude. She is an example to us all.

————

CONGRATULATING JOHN ROBIN-
SON ROYERO ON ACHIEVING THE
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 10, 2013

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize, honor and congratulate an outstanding
constituent of my district, John Robinson
Royero of Scout Troop 100 in Oviedo, Florida,
for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout.

The rank of Eagle Scout is the highest
achievement in scouting. To attain this rank,
he has demonstrated the qualities of leader-
ship, self-discipline and perseverance while
serving his family, friends and community.
Only about five percent of Boy Scouts earn
the rank of Eagle Scout. The awarding of the
Rank of Eagle Scout is a performance-based
achievement with high standards that have
been well maintained over the past century.

John Royero has met every test and chal-
lenge to pass through the ranks of the Boy
Scouts. Those aspiring to be Eagle Scouts
must fulfill requirements in the areas of leader-
ship, service and outdoor skills. To dem-
onstrate proficiency as a scout, each Boy
Scout must achieve merit badges in the areas
of First Aid, Citizenship, Environment, Fitness,
Family Life and much more.

The work ethic John has shown in his Eagle
Scout projects, and every other project leading
up to his Eagle Scout rank, speaks volumes
about his commitment to assisting his commu-
nity and serving a cause greater than himself.
It is my honor to commend John Royero for
his achievement of the rank of Eagle Scout.
John will join the ranks of fellow Eagle Scouts
like President Gerald R. Ford, Neil Armstrong
and Florida Governor Rick Scott.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young
man and his supportive family demonstrates
the rewards of hard work, dedication and per-
severance. John’s devotion to the Boy Scouts
over the past decade is laudable, and | con-
gratulate him on his achievement. | thank him
for his dedication to service and know we can
expect great things from him in the future. | in-
vite my colleagues in the House to join me in
congratulating John Robinson Royero on ob-
taining the rank of Eagle Scout, and | wish
him continued success in his future endeav-
ors.
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RECOGNIZING THE 9TH ANNUAL
NORTHWEST INDIANA INNOVA-
TION INDUCTION CEREMONY

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 10, 2013

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sincerity and admiration that | offer con-
gratulations to Ivy Tech Community College
Northwest and its regional partners, who re-
cently celebrated their 9th Annual Northwest
Indiana Innovation Induction Ceremony. At the
ceremony that reflects the “Spirit of Innova-
tion” in Indiana, thirty-one individuals and
teams were inducted as members of the
2013-2014 Class of the Society of Innovators
of Northwest Indiana. Of these individuals,
several members were inducted as Society
Fellows for their exceptional efforts in innova-
tion, including Julie Bombacino, Mike Falk,
Nina Fonstein, Ph.D., Lisa Hopp, Ph.D., RN,
and Don Keller. Additionally, Stewart McMillan
was honored as the Gerald |I. Lamkin Fellow
for Innovation and Service, a special recogni-
tion named for the President Emeritus of Ivy
Tech College of Indiana. Also honored were
the Chanute Prize team recipients, the Kemin/
Lambert Spearmint team, North Judson and
the Tuskegee Airmen EAA Young Eagles Pro-
gram team at the Gary/Chicago International
Airport. For their truly remarkable contributions
to the community of Northwest Indiana and
their continuous efforts to cultivate a culture of
innovation, these honorees were inducted dur-
ing a prestigious event that took place at
Horseshoe Casino in Hammond, Indiana, on
October 17, 2013.

The Society of Innovators of Northwest Indi-
ana was created by Ivy Tech Northwest with
the goal of highlighting and encouraging inno-
vative individuals and groups within the not-
for-profit, public, and private sectors, as well
as building a “culture of innovation” in North-
west Indiana. The importance of innovation in
Northwest Indiana, as well as globally, is cru-
cial in today’s ever-changing economy.

Our 9th Annual Innovators Awards Cere-
mony inducted some of the most innovative
thinkers, doers and innovators across North-
west Indiana, said Thomas Coley, Ph.D.,
Chancellor, Ivy Tech Community College
Northwest and North Central. The five Fellows
selected by the Society of Innovators were
chosen for their extraordinary innovative lead-
ership and the impact of their accomplish-
ments throughout the community of Northwest
Indiana and the world. Julie Bombacino, presi-
dent of Just Blend Foods, Chesterton, devel-
oped a line of “blended real food meals” for
adults and children who need to use feeding
tubes. This is the first product that delivers
real food meal options for tube-fed individuals
who have, in the past, have had to rely on a
formula that is typically made of 50% corn
syrup. Mike Falk, chief executive officer and
president of Falk-PLI Engineering and Sur-
veying, Portage, is the first to introduce highly
developed surveying instruments called laser
trackers and laser scanners in the steel indus-
try in Northwest Indiana and beyond. Nina
Fonstein, Ph.D., retired scientist and present
day consultant, is a world- renowned specialist
in the development of stronger, lighter and en-
vironmentally friendly “new steels” for the
ArcelorMittal Global Research and Develop-
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ment Center in East Chicago. Lisa Hopp,
PhD., RN, is the founding director of the Indi-
ana Center for Evidence-Based Nursing Prac-
tice (ICEBNP). The center, located at Purdue
University Calumet’s College of Nursing, is the
first of its kind in the Midwest and is part of
a global effort to “expand the understanding
and use of research-based evidence to
produce the best patient outcomes.” Don Kel-
ler is the president and chief executive officer
of Tri-State Industries in Hammond. Don
launched an integrated system of industrial
robotic technology that allows factories to
keep their costs down while increasing pro-
ductivity. Tri-State is a leader in this industry
and the first of its kind in Northwest Indiana
and the Chicagoland area.

| am also honored to acknowledge Stewart
McMillan, who was recognized as the Gerald
I. Lamkin Fellow for Innovation and Service.
Stewart is the president and chief executive
officer of Task Force Tips in Valparaiso. Task
Force Tips is a world-wide leader in the manu-
facturing and distribution of firefighting nozzles
and equipment with the goal of making fire-
fighting safer and more effective. Stewart is a
true innovative leader who focuses on the im-
portance of the entire organization rather than
relying upon a small group of people within
the organization for ideas. Under Stewart’s di-
rection, Task Force Tips is an innovative lead-
er in its industry in the global economy.

Finally, the recipients of the Chanute Prize
for Team Innovation should be commended
for their contributions. The Kemin/Lambert
Spearmint team, North Judson, have patented
growing and post-harvest processes for spear-
mint plants, which produces an all-natural ex-
tract that contains antioxidant properties and is
effective in delaying lipid oxidation, color loss,
and deterioration in human food, animal food,
and other products for global markets. The
Tuskegee Airmen EEA Young Eagles Program
team at the Gary/Chicago International Airport
provides the first and only monthly Young Ea-
gles Aviation Program in the United States.
Over 14,000 youth have participated in the
program since its launch in 1994. The pro-
gram is in affiliation with the Experimental
Aviation Association and includes free flights
in honor of the Tuskegee Airmen.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending
these outstanding innovators. The contribu-
tions they have made to society here in North-
west Indiana and worldwide are immeasurable
and lifelong. For their truly brilliant innovative
ideas, projects, and leadership, each recipient
is worthy of the highest commendation.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. ANTHONY
GRISILLO BEING NAMED PENN-
SYLVANIA’S 2014 TEACHER OF
THE YEAR

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 10, 2013

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Anthony Girisillo, who was honored
by Governor Tom Corbett as Pennsylvania’s
2014 Teacher of the Year.

Mr. Grisillo has been teaching in the Rose
Tree Media School District for 15 years and
works with academically gifted students in kin-
dergarten through 5th Grade. A winner of nu-
merous other teaching honors, Mr. Grisillo has
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