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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN TRIBUTE TO HIS EXCELLENCY
NELSON MANDELA

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 9, 2013

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of former South African
President and anti-apartheid leader Nelson
Mandela who passed away on December 5,
2013 at his home in Johannesburg, South Afri-
ca.

Today | count myself as one of millions who
was inspired by Nelson Mandela’s courage
and compassion. Mandela was the prisoner
who became President. But he was also the
statesman who sacrificed his own freedom for
the freedom of others and never ceased to be
a servant.

Nelson Mandela, affectionately known by his
Xhosa clan name “Madiba,” was also known
as “Tata,” the father of a nation. Indeed he
was also a father to the world who taught us
the fortitude of spirit that comes from forgive-
ness; a revolutionary who embodied the min-
istry of reconciliation among his people. In
being a faithful brother to the broken and de-
feated, he became a beacon of light in the
midst of darkness.

Nelson Mandela also displayed rare leader-
ship by changing the world through the hearts
of men. He fought for human rights through
his conviction and faith in the capacity of the
human heart to do the right thing. The faith he
had—that human beings, communities, and
countries can change for the better—leads us
forward today as we press towards unity in
our families, equality in our communities, and
peace among nations.

My heart is also with the people of South
Africa at this time and | especially send my
deepest sympathy to Mandela’s family and his
wife, Graca Machel. Thank you for sharing
him with all of us.

In a time when there is so much distrust in
government throughout the world, we can
honor a politician and a peacemaker who
taught us the virtue of patience and persever-
ance. Though we have lost him in this world,
we gain the responsibility of carrying on the
virtues he displayed. | believe “Madiba” is
looking upon us now and reminding us as he
once said, “We must use time wisely and for-
ever realize that the time is always ripe to do
right.”

May God Bless the memory of Nelson
Mandela, who will always be a hero to me.

HONORING FRANCES SPURLIN FOR

HER SERVICE TO ALABAMA’S
SECOND CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT

HON. MARTHA ROBY

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 9, 2013

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, | have the distinct
privilege of recognizing a valued member of
my staff, Frances Spurlin, who will retire on
December 31, 2013, after 27 years of faithful
and exemplary service to the United States
House of Representatives and Alabama’s Sec-
ond Congressional District.

For almost three decades, Frances has
worked as a constituent services representa-
tive in Southeast Alabama. She began her
Congressional career in 1985 when Rep-
resentative Bill Dickinson opened a district of-
fice in Opp, Alabama. Frances continued her
service when Representative Terry Everett as-
sumed office in 1993—and | was honored to
have her join my staff when | was sworn into
office in 2011.

From veterans to small business owners
and from farmers to local and state elected of-
ficials, residents of the Second District have
benefited from Frances’ effective work and
compassionate manner. With many cases
being time sensitive, Frances never hesitated
to go above and beyond to help our constitu-
ents cut through bureaucracy and work toward
an equitable solution. No matter how big or
small, Frances treated each case with dili-
gence, thoughtfulness, and care.

Frances has also served as a mentor to
other Congressional staff through the years,
instilling her commitment to casework in those
she has trained. She has set the example of
how to represent a Congressional office with
grace, character and ability. | can confidently
say that the constituents of Alabama’s Second
District have been well served by the work of
Frances Spurlin.

As she enters retirement, | join my staff and
so many others in Southeast Alabama in
thanking Frances for her 27 years of public
service. To Frances, her husband Gordon,
and their family, | wish them health and happi-
ness in the years ahead.

IN TRIBUTE TO JOHN C. WHITE

HON. DAVID SCHWEIKERT

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 9, 2013

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mr. John C. White for his
dedicated service as the Chairman of the
Board of the Universal Technical Institute, Inc.
We are in sincere gratitude for the vision,
guidance, and leadership you have provided
to UTI for your thirty seven years of service.

RECOGNIZING MISS EMMA STROM
AS THE FLORIDA CLASS 2A
STATE CHAMPION IN THE 100-
YARD BACKSTROKE

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 9, 2013

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
proud to recognize and congratulate Miss
Emma Strom on her extraordinary achieve-
ment in high school swimming. Emma, a junior
at Choctawhatchee High School in Fort Wal-
ton Beach, Florida, swam her career-best time
of 55.83 to win the Florida title Class 2A state
championship in the 100-yard backstroke.

From a young age, Emma displayed a great
talent for swimming and was blessed with hav-
ing the support of her family to share her pas-
sion for aquatics. Her parents as well as her
siblings, Amelia, Alex, and Olivia, are all in-
volved in the swimming community. Mr. Strom
has coached swimming for years, while Mrs.
Strom is a certified swim meet official. Emma’s
sister, Amelia, who is also a student at
Choctawhatchee High School, participated in
the state meet and was able to share in
Emma’s moment of victory.

In addition to her commitment and passion
for swimming, Emma possesses an excellent
academic record and is highly involved both at
Choctawhatchee High, as well as, in the great-
er community. As a participant in the Ad-
vanced Placement Program, Emma maintains
a 4.46 weighted GPA and is active in several
academic and community service clubs in ad-
dition to her rigorous swim training schedule.
Her passion for swimming is also exemplified
by her involvement in the community team,
Coast Aquatics, as well as, her time coaching
young swimmers at Meigs Middle School in
Shalimar, Florida. Emma also serves her par-
ish, St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Fort Walton
Beach, as an alter server.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am proud to recognize Miss
Emma Strom on her swimming state cham-
pionship. Her hard work and dedication shines
through in everything she does. My wife Vicki
and | wish her all the best for continued suc-
cess both athletically and academically.

———

HONORING  VOLUNTEERS FROM
OREGON VETERANS TREATMENT
COURTS

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 9, 2013

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my
colleague Rep. KURT SCHRADER and myself, |
rise today to convey our deepest appreciation
to the team members of both the Klamath
County and the Marion County Veterans
Treatment Courts on visiting the nation’s cap-
ital this week. These Oregonians are here to
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attend the inaugural “Vet Con,” or Veterans
Treatment Court Conference, the first ever
gathering of veterans court team members
from across the nation. The conference is
being put on by Justice for Vets, a profes-
sional service division of the National Associa-
tion of Drug Court Professionals, with the goal
of providing in-depth training to the nearly 200
vet courts across the nation.

Key to the operation of a veterans treatment
court is the collaborative partnership of the ju-
dicial system, the U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, the county Veterans Service Of-
fice, veterans service organizations, commu-
nity agencies and volunteers. These commu-
nity members partner in a treatment team
which convenes before each court session to
review cases and develop problem solving
recommendations. This coordinated response
addresses an array of issues from community
protection and restitution to offender rehabilita-
tion. Weekly court appearances afford close
judicial supervision of the veteran defendant’s
progress. The court hands out encouragement
and sanctions as warranted.

Mr. Speaker, it may seem a bit lengthy, but
we think it is important that we recognize each
of the team members in order to honor the
hard work of holding veterans accountable
while guiding their progress in a treatment
court setting.

We are very proud of the work done for vet-
erans in the Marion County Circuit Court. Back
in 2010, the Honorable Joseph V. Ochoa per-
ceived that many of the veterans in the crimi-
nal justice system had a certain nexus be-
tween their crime and their military service.
Judge Ochoa sought to create a protocol to
handle these veteran criminal defendants with
the goal of obtaining treatment services for
these veterans through the Veterans Adminis-
tration.

Judge Joseph Ochoa decided to retire after
16 years on the Marion County Circuit Court
and in the later months of 2011 handed over
the dream of building a veterans’ treatment
court to the Honorable Vance D. Day. Judge
Ochoa has remained active in the building the
Marion County Veterans Treatment Court and
has set aside his title as a judge and com-
mitted to serve as one of the defense attor-
neys in the treatment court. Joe Ochoa is a
member of the team participating in the in-
depth training this week at the Vet Con.

| have known Judge Vance Day since my
first year in the Oregon House of Representa-
tives. Vance and | have worked on numerous
projects together for the betterment of Orego-
nians over the years. Judge Day is a collabo-
rative leader who is well known in his work
with World War |l veterans. Leading an excep-
tional team of professionals, Judge Day
launched the Marion County Veterans Treat-
ment Court in October of 2012. Just recently,
Judge Day’s Vet Court team competed for and
was awarded a three year federal grant from
the Bureau of Justice Assistance. As a result
of this funding, and the broad base of commu-
nity support for the vet court, Judge Day be-
lieves that his team can grow the program to
service sixty veterans at any given time.
Judge Day is a principled and visionary lead-
er—a true Oregon pioneer in every sense of
the word.

We also want to recognize The Honorable
Tracy Prall. Judge Prall has served on the
Marion County Circuit Court since 20083.
Judge Prall grew up in Keizer, Oregon and
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hails from a family of veterans. Her father and
uncle served in the Vietnam War, and her ma-
ternal grandfather lost his right arm over North
Africa in the early days of World War Il while
serving as a navigator on a B-17 Flying For-
tress. Judge Prall’s family service in the mili-
tary extends back to the Revolution through
her ancestor Captain Samuel Newell, a Vir-
ginia patriot. Judge Prall is part of the team
being trained this week and serves as the judi-
cial officer who steps in for Judge Day when
he is unable to preside over the Marion Coun-
ty Veterans Treatment Court.

E’lan Lambert is the Court Coordinator for
the Marion County Veterans Treatment Court.
We have been told that E’lan is a navy vet-
eran who served in the Vietnam era and has
been involved in veteran’s issues for years,
even starting a non-profit organization, Part-
nership for Veterans at Risk, some years ago.

The Mentor Coordinator for the Marion
County Veterans Treatment Court is Steve
Koyen. Also a navy veteran of the Vietham
era, we understand that Mr. Koyen has a
wealth of knowledge and experience he brings
to this volunteer position. Mr. Koyen is nearly
done with his Mentor Bootcamp at the Vet
Con, and as | said before, the mentor aspect
of these courts is such an important part of
their success. Mr. Koyen should be given a
“shout out” for the fine volunteer work he is
doing.

Deputy District Attorney Bryan Orrio is the
prosecutor on the Marion County team and he
is here attending the Vet Con, as well. We un-
derstand that Marion County District Attorney
Walt Beglau selected Mr. Orrio not only be-
cause of his skill and experience as a pros-
ecutor, but for his passion for veterans and
the heritage they represent. Without the sup-
port of District Attorneys like Ed Caleb and
Walt Beglau, veterans courts like Klamath and
Marion County would not be free to thrive and
grow. Mr. Orrio is one of those hard working
Oregonians laboring to ensure our legal sys-
tem keeps us safe, but fairly dispenses justice.

Attorney Tom Sermak is also in attendance
at the “Vet Con” conference this week. Mr.
Sermak is the Executive Director of the Marion
County Public Defender’s Office and serve on
the vet court team as one of the defense attor-
neys. We're told that Mr. Sermak has a long
and distinguished history as a public defender
in what is most typically a very adversarial
system. Mr. Sermak’s dedication to this new
type of court—a non-adversarial, collaborative
court—demonstrates his commitment to seek-
ing justice for all through whatever creative
means possible.

The final member of the Marion County
team attending the Vet Con is Austin Herman.
Mr. Herman is the team’s Parole and Proba-
tion Officer. It is Austin who does the daily
contact and visits with the veteran defendants.
We’re told he is an affable and highly com-
petent law enforcement officer who deeply
cares for the program and the veterans it
serves. Sheriff Jason Myers should be com-
mended for his support for the court, but even
more so for assigning Austin Herman to the
team.

Mr. Speaker, we are ever so grateful and
proud to be associated with the patriots in
Klamath and Marion County circuit courts who
have established veterans treatment programs
of such high quality. Judge Day told me re-
cently that “our soldiers are victors, not vic-
tims. They fought and bled for the liberties we

December 9, 2013

enjoy. It is our task to fight for their freedom
now—freedom from mental and physical pain,
freedom to return home healthy, freedom to
enjoy the legacy of their sacrifice.” We could
not agree more.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 9, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
Wednesday, December 4, | missed a series of
rollcall votes. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on Nos. 618, 619, and 622.
| would have voted “nay” on Nos. 620 and
621.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 9, 2013

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, on Novem-
ber 20, 2013, during rollcall 593 on H. Res.
420—Providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 1900) to provide for the timely consider-
ation of all licenses, permits, and approvals re-
quired under Federal law with respect to the
siting, construction, expansion, or operation of
any natural gas pipeline projects, and for other
purposes, the vote was incorrectly recorded as
“no.” | intended to vote “yes.”

HONORING CYNTHIA LEIGHTON
HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 9, 2013

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the long and influential career of Ms.
Cynthia Leighton.

For twenty years, | have had the distinct
honor of serving as co-chair of the Congres-
sional Fire Services Caucus. During this time
| have met so many dedicated men and
women from outside the traditional ranks of
the fire service who are passionate about the
health and safety of our Nation’s firefighters
and first responders. Cynthia Leighton is
among those individuals, and truly strives to
assist and protect those who keep our com-
munities safe and secure.

As a fire service liaison from Motorola and
Motorola Solutions for the past twenty-eight
years, Cynthia has been the company’s go-to
person on issues facing first responders, al-
ways willing and able to hear concerns, an-
swer questions, and provide assistance—
whether the inquiry comes from a local fire-
fighter or a national fire organization, such as
the Congressional Fire Services Institute or
the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation.
Each year at both the annual National Fire
and Emergency Services Dinner and the Na-
tional Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service,
she is often behind the scenes making sure
that the event organizers have the proper re-
sources they needed for a successful pro-
gram.
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