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special celebration. Again, | congratulate Mars
for reaching this 35-year milestone and hope
that this facility will continue to be a member
of our community for many more decades to
come.

——————

REMEMBERING EDWARD
AUGUSTINE SAVOY

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 2, 2013

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in remembering Edward Augustine Savoy, a
freeman of color who held one of the highest
government positions possible for an African
American at the time, Chief Messenger to the
Secretary of State, on the 70th anniversary of
his death.

Edward Augustine Savoy was a third-gen-
eration Washingtonian born to a father who
was a former slave and a mother who was a
teacher in Northwest Washington, D.C. in
1855. Edward Savoy’s illustrious career
spanned 64 years, during which he worked for
21 Secretaries of State. Through 14 presi-
dencies he played a significant role in many of
the historic events in our nation. Even though
Edward Savoy never ascended higher than
Chief Messenger to the State Department be-
cause of the color of his skin, Edward Savoy
still managed to become a great public serv-
ant, and was well known and respected by
politicians, dignitaries, and international emis-
saries alike.

Edward Savoy began his career at the
young age of 14 as page for the State Depart-
ment in 1869, serving Secretary of State Ham-
ilton Fish. In a time that was especially difficult
for African Americans, Edward Savoy had a
remarkable career as a public servant. Edward
Savoy’s intelligence, tactfulness, and remark-
able memory allowed him to become a trusted
employee inside the State Department, privy
to confidential information, such as coming
wars, yet never violated the trust placed in
him.

In 1914, Secretary of State William Jennings
Bryan recommended Mr. Savoy for promotion
and President Woodrow Wilson authorized this
promotion in an executive order. President
Herbert Hoover’s Vice President, Charles Cur-
tis, and two Secretaries of State, Frank Bil-
lings Kellogg and Henry Lewis Stimson, inter-
vened to extend his federal service past man-
datory retirement age. Secretary Stimson
called the native Washingtonian “indispen-
sable.” In 1931, a bill was introduced by Con-
gressman Hamilton Fish 1ll of New York ask-
ing Congress to extend the employment of Ed-
ward Augustine Savoy “indefinitely despite his
years.” This would have been the third exten-
sion of his retirement. Secretary of State
Henry L. Stimson retained Mr. Savoy as a per-
sonal assistant, paying his wages from his
own paycheck. In 1933, at the age of 77, Ed-
ward Augustine Savoy retired under Secretary
of State Cordell Hull, after 64 years of uninter-
rupted federal service in the State Depart-
ment, unheard of even in today’s time.
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HONORING IRENE STAGGERS HAR-
RIS FOR HER DESIGNATION OF
BISHOP

HON. JOE GARCIA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 2, 2013

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mrs. Irene Staggers Harris, whose
tireless efforts within her parish, as well as her
community, have earned her the title of
Bishop.

The daughter of the late Pastor Arthur Stag-
gers, Mrs. Staggers Harris has a lifetime of
faithful church attendance, dedication, and
ministry work. She began as an Ordained
Elder in Greater St. Matthews Church in Flor-
ida City. With her leadership the ministry
began to flourish and grow, advancing the in-
crease of new Ministers and Deacons, and
various other church initiatives. She also
helped develop The Greater Love Daycare,
Inc. which provides low-income parents with
affordable pre-schooling for their children, and
serves on the board of the South-Dade Min-
isterial Allowance, which is focused on crime
prevention efforts in Homestead and Florida
City Communities.

Because of these accomplishments, Mrs.
Staggers Harris was considered and recently
ordained bishop in the Shekinah Glory Deliver-
ance Churches.

| applaud Mrs. Staggers Harris for her ac-
complishments and new designation. May she
continue to lead and inspire her community
through the grace of God.

————

TOYO TIRE NORTH AMERICA’S 8TH
ANNIVERSARY IN BARTOW COUN-
TY

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 2, 2013

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Toyo Tire North Amer-
ica’s Bartow County facility, which is cele-
brating eight years of fostering economic
growth in Georgia’s 11th Congressional Dis-
trict.

In 2006, the Bartow Toyo Tire facility be-
came the first U.S. consumer tire production
operation. The plant includes a manufacturing
facility and warehouse that serve customers
throughout the country. Since then, Toyo has
invested more than one billion dollars and cre-
ated close to 1000 jobs in northwest Georgia,
bringing financial stability and opportunity to
Georgia families.

This week, Toyo Tire will announce plans to
begin the plant’s fourth expansion, investing
hundreds of millions of dollars and adding
hundreds of jobs to the local economy. This is
a huge testament to Georgia’s pro-business
environment, and one of the reasons Gov-
ernor Deal certified Bartow County as a ‘Cer-
tified Work Ready Community.’

Mr. Speaker, | proudly extend my deepest
thanks to Toyo Tire North America, their Plant
Manager Jim Hawk, and the Toyo employees
who play such an important role in making
Bartow County’s economy flourish. On behalf
of Georgia’s 11th District, | congratulate the

E1763

Bartow Toyo Tire facility on eight successful
years. Here’s to many more.

———

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF MEM-
PHIS-BASED U.S. BIOLOGIC IN
THEIR WORK TO HALT THE
SPREAD OF LYME DISEASE

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 2, 2013

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today | would like
to recognize the work of Memphis-based U.S.
Biologic in their work to halt the spread of
Lyme disease. U.S. Biologic was recently
awarded a grant of $1 million from the Global
Food and Health Innovation Challenge to ex-
pand their research on this important topic and
| am proud to honor the hard work of their
dedicated research team, especially Maria
Gomes-Solecki.

| believe that our Nation’s true department
of defense is made up of the doctors and re-
searchers who work hard to find cures and
prevention methods for the diseases that
threaten the lives and livelihoods of Americans
every day. The research of people like Dr.
Gomes-Solecki is integral in our mission to
make the United States a safer place for the
grandchildren of our generation, and | encour-
age more federal investment in the initiatives
of the National Institutes of Health, as well as
private funding like that provided through the
Global Food and Health Innovation Challenge.

| congratulate U.S. Biologic and Dr. Gomes-
Solecki on their achievement and | look for-
ward to more developments from some of the
Nation’s most advanced researchers who are
based in my district.

———

TRIBUTE TO COACH WILLIE E.
MAXEY, JR.

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 2, 2013

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor high school athletic coach,
Willie E. Maxey, Jr. on the occasion of his re-
tirement from Selma City Schools. This be-
loved teacher and administrator coached for
fifty years and for his dedicated and distin-
guished service to the City of Selma and the
State of Alabama, | pay tribute today to the life
work of Coach Willie E. Maxey.

Coach Maxey was born December 1, 1943
to the late Willie E. Maxey, Sr. and Ollie J.
Maxey of Sardis, Alabama. His early years
were spent in Sardis and Selma, Alabama.

Coach Maxey graduated from R. B. Hudson
High School in 1961 and subsequently earned
his Bachelor Degree from Alabama Agricul-
tural & Mechanical University in 1966 and a
Master's degree in Administration in 1981.
Coach Maxey'’s leadership roles have included
positions as Assistant Principal and Head Bas-
ketball Coach at Selma High School; Coach at
Westside Jr. High School, Eastside Jr. High
School, and R.B. Hudson High School. Also,
Coach Maxey was coordinator of the Selma
City Recreation Program for over fifty years.

Coach Maxey has served the Selma City
Schools and community faithfully and his ex-
emplary work and commitment to excellence
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has earned the respect and admiration of fel-
low teachers, administrators, students, their
families and our community.

Coach Maxey as a basketball coach had an
80% overall winning record that included:
State Championship in 1994; Runner-Up
Championship in 1998; Final 4 Competitions;
Elite 8 appearances as well as seven Area
Championships participating in tournaments all
over the United States.

Coach Maxey’s special talents, strong lead-
ership and expertise led to his mentoring and
coaching many outstanding athletes in the
Selma City Schools including many All-State
players as well as an All-Tournament player.

Notably, we are celebrating Coach Maxey’s
accomplishments and retirement from high
school sports; but, his illustrious career and
dedicated service to the youth of our commu-
nity will continue in his current role as Assist-
ant Coach at Wallace Community College
Selma. His career shows the heart of Coach
Willie E. Maxey, Jr. and the positive influential
role he has played to develop athletic abilities
in young people.

Coach Maxey continues to demonstrate an
exemplary commitment to community service
through his long-time membership in the New
Shiloh Baptist Church in Sardis, Alabama
where he is Chairman of the Trustee Board.
Also, he serves on the International Paper Ad-
visory Board, is a member of the Board of Di-
rectors for Kittie Kastle Daycare and has been
involved in numerous civic and community en-
deavors in Sardis and Selma, Alabama.

On a personal note, | have known Coach
Maxey all my life. A close family friend, | un-
derstand that | was the first newborn baby he
ever held. He served as assistant coach under
my father Coach Andrew A. Sewell and gra-
ciously succeeding him as head basketball
coach at Selma High School when my father
had a stroke in 1990. My father was proud to
mentor and work with Coach Maxey and he
was so elated over his successful coaching
career. It was with tremendous pride that
Selma High gymnasium was dedicated and re-
named the “Sewell-Maxey Gymnasium” in
honor of the outstanding legacy of both coach-
es. The retirement of Coach Maxey is truly the
end of a golden era in Selma High basketball.
| know that his legacy lives on in the hearts of
all the young men he coached.

On behalf of the 7th Congressional District,
the State of Alabama and this nation, | ask my
colleagues to join me in celebrating the ac-
complishments and retirement of Coach Willie
E. Maxey, Jr. We pay tribute to his distin-
guished career and contributions for the bet-
terment of youth in our society and extend
deep appreciation for his distinguished serv-
ice.

RECOGNIZING PESACH OSINA
HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 2, 2013

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Pesach Osina. Mr. Osina learned
from a young age the importance of working
on behalf of the community. Born in Brooklyn
to parents who were well known for their kind-
ness and charity, Pesach moved to Far Rock-
away in 1999.
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Pesach immediately got involved in Far
Rockaway community life—as an active board
member of the Jewish Community Council
(JCCRP) and a founding member of the Rock-
away Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT). He started a holiday toy collection
and distribution organization that provides toys
to hundreds of needy families. In addition,
Pesach used his love for politics to advance
the needs of the community by actively advo-
cating with local elected officials.

After helping elect Phil Goldfeder to the
New York State Assembly in September of
2011, Pesach joined Goldfeder's government
staff as Community Liaison and put his experi-
ence and skills to work for the community at
the government level. Pesach has carved out
a name for great work, responsiveness and
community service.

Pesach’s passion for helping others has
been most evident during the last few
months—prior to and in the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Sandy. Pesach worked with government
officials and community leaders doing to pre-
pare the community, as much as possible, for
the impending storm. As the storm was raging,
he worked throughout the night with local or-
ganizations to communicate with and to meet
the needs of stranded families. In the days
and nights following the storm, Pesach trav-
elled throughout the community visiting relief
sites and working with community leaders to
ensure that all of the community needs were
met.

Pesach has provided a beacon of hope and
an exemplary standard of community service
to the entire district. On behalf of New York
State’s 5th District, | commend Mr. Pesach
Osina and thank him for all his contributions to
our community.

IN RECOGNITION OF ROBERT
BLOMQUIST

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 2, 2013

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mayor Robert G. Blomquist who has
proudly given 14 years of public service to the
residents of Olmsted Falls in the great State of
Ohio. Mayor Blomquist graduated from
Olmsted Falls High School in 1973 and served
in the United States Navy from 1976-1981.
Mayor Blomquist is a graduate of Baldwin
Wallace College where he earned a Bachelor
of Arts in Finance. He also is a graduate of
Culinary Institute of America. As a public serv-
ant, Mr. Blomquist served on Olmsted Falls’s
City Council for six years before being elected
as Mayor of the city in 1999. Under his leader-
ship, Olmsted Falls has made incredible
progress. Under Mayor Blomquist’s direction,
the city initiated construction of a railroad un-
derpass on State Route 252, installed quiet
zones on seven railroad crossings on both
CSX and Norfolk Southern railroads and con-
struction of a new fire station serving the peo-
ple and businesses of the community. Mayor
Blomquist has also served as a board member
to the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating
Agency and Cuyahoga County Planning Com-
mission as well as on the Olmsted Economic
Development Committee.

I would Ilike to acknowledge Mayor
Blomquist’s achievements throughout his long
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career of public service and thank him for his
outstanding contributions to the people of
OImsted Falls and the 16th District of Ohio.

——————

“REMEMBERING PRESIDENT JOHN
F. KENNEDY’ INSPIRATION TO
MILLIONS, AMERICAN HERO, EN-
DURING SYMBOL OF THE GREAT-
EST GENERATION, AND THE 35TH
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 2, 2013

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, in the life
of this nation there have been a few events of
such consequence and moment that they
have a transformative impact on the people of
the country. For my parents’ generation the
death of President Franklin Roosevelt was
such an occasion.

The explosion of the Shuttle Challenger in
1986 left a traumatic and indelible impression
on my children’s generation. The morning of
September 11, 2001 is a day no living Amer-
ican will forget.

For my generation, however, the assassina-
tion of President John F. Kennedy on Novem-
ber 22, 1963 is the moment that lives with us
forever. For on that day, my generation lost its
leader, its hero, its champion. And its inno-
cence.

None of us can forget where we were and
how we felt when we learned the terrible
news. | was a young schoolgirl when my
teacher, wiping away tears, announced to the
class that President Kennedy had been shot in
Dallas, Texas and was dead. | was stunned
and shocked and sad and heartbroken. | cried
all the way home. When | got there | went to
my room and prayed.

A half century later, | still remember that day
as if it were yesterday. And every year on this
day for the last 50 years, | always pause to re-
member the man who inspired me to devote
my life to public service and who, along with
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, taught me by
their example that the greatest calling in life is
the call to serve others.

And | still say a prayer for President Ken-
nedy each November 22 but they have not
been prayers of lamentation for many years.
They are prayers of thanks to the Lord for his
infinite wisdom and grace in blessing our
country with a captain as perfectly suited to
lead our ship of state during the epochal time
that was the 1960s as was Abraham Lincoln
to the 1860s.

The year 1963 is one of the most momen-
tous in the life of our nation. It was in August,
50 years ago, that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. challenged and inspired a nation by
sharing his dream about its future at the larg-
est peaceful demonstration in American his-
tory.

The year 1963 also marked the centennial
of the Gettysburg Address, which redefined
and reenobled the meaning of the American
experience and is the only other American
speech that can stand with Dr. King’s and not
suffer in the comparison.

At Gettysburg, President Lincoln delivered
the words that consoled and helped to heal
and reunite a divided nation. He reminded us
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