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policy advisor for Democratic presidential
nominee Walter Mondale and as counsel to
Edwin Meese lll, one of President Reagan’s
closest aides.

Throughout his years in Washington, Max
left his deep imprint on the city and its com-
munity. He was a founder of the DC National
Bank, a chairman of WETA-TV, and founding
president of Friends of the National Zoo. For
many years, Max was an active supporter of
Jewish community organizations, such as the
Anti-Defamation  League, the American
Friends of Lubavitch, and others. In 1989, Max
received the Presidential Citizens Medal from
President Reagan, and, ten years later, Presi-
dent Clinton awarded Max the Presidential
Medal of Freedom.

| came to know Max well when | served as
Chairman of the Helsinki Commission in the
1980s, and we worked together on human
rights and disarmament issues. In the process,
we became great friends. Max led the U.S.
Delegation to a Human Dimension meeting of
the Helsinki process in Copenhagen in 1990,
where, thanks in no small part to his able
stewardship, breakthrough achievements were
reached on democracy, the rule of law, and
free and fair elections. A year later, he led a
U.S. delegation to another Human Dimension
meeting in Moscow—on the heels of the Au-
gust 1991 Soviet coup attempt—and nego-
tiated an agreement explicitly recognizing that
human rights are the direct and legitimate con-
cern of all countries.

Max was a true believer in the power of di-
plomacy to shape a safer, freer, and more just
world, and he will be missed terribly by all
those in Washington and throughout the coun-
try who came to know him as | did—smart,
thoughtful, and creative in the pursuit of a bet-
ter life for all.

Marjorie, Max’s wife of fifty-eight years,
passed away in 2007, and they were pre-
ceded in death by two of their children, David
and Anne. Max is survived by their three re-
maining children, Jeffrey, Julia, and Sarah,
along with five grandchildren.

| join in saluting Ambassador Max
Kampelman’s life of service to our nation as a
diplomat, as a Marine Reserve officer, as a
philanthropist, and as a model citizen. The fur-
therance of peace in our world and freedom
for millions who had suffered behind the Iron
Curtain will be his lasting legacy.

———

IN HONOR OF BOY SCOUT
TROOP 88

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Audubon’s Boy Scout Troop 88.
This troop was founded in 1965 by Eagle
Scout Chairman Bob Beetle, along with Al
Murray, Joe Kranz, Bill Holland, and Jack Rex.
At last Thanksgiving’s Audubon football game,
the troop and the tireless work of the founder
Bob Beetle, was honored as the Troop 88
banner was dedicated and raised at halftime.
The true legacy of Mr. Beetle and this troop is
the perpetuation of resourceful skills and the
instillation of strong leadership values. The
boy scouts are an outstanding opportunity for
the young gentlemen of South Jersey to de-
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velop through service to their community.
Troop 88 initiates many projects within the
community including: Food Drives and help
with the South Jersey Food bank, a 9/11
Ceremony at Mt. Ephriam, railroad clean-ups,
the Mansion Ave. school map playground
project, and Masons Wheel chair Push in Bur-
lington. On behalf of town of Audubon, and
the First District of New Jersey, | want to ex-
press my sincere appreciation and pride to
have such a great organization operating in
my district.

HONORING TOMMY TRAXLER, JR.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable veteran,
Tommy Traxler, Jr. Mr. Traxler has shown
what can be done through hard work, setting
goals, and aiming high.

Tommy Traxler, Jr., was born January 17,
1945 in Crystal Springs, Mississippi to the late
Charlean Traxler and Tommy Traxler, Sr. He
was reared by his grandmother, the late
Gussie Hudson.

He was a 1963 graduate of William H.
Holtzclaw Memorial High School in Crystal
Springs, Mississippi and 1965 graduate of
Utica Junior College, Utica, Mississippi. On
September 6, 1966, Tommy was killed in Viet-
nam.

Tommy had two siblings; one brother,
Charles E. Pickett and one sister, Cynthia
Traxler of Crystal Springs, Mississippi. His
hobbies included football, basketball and
drawing.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Tommy Traxler, Jr. for his dedi-
cation to serving our great country and his
community.

————

MADISON COUNTY CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2013

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to congratulate Madison County on its
100th anniversary as an organized county in
the great state of Idaho. Significant events
over the past century have made for a colorful
history, and this commemoration is a note-
worthy event for both past and present resi-
dents of Madison County.

Madison County, located in Idaho’s Upper
Snake River Valley, was officially established
February 18, 1913, by signature of Governor
John Haines, with its county seat at Rexburg.
The new county was named for President
James Madison, fourth president of the United
States. The region was first settled by mem-
bers of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, (Mormons) from nearby Utah.
Early families were industrious farmers who
built the first irrigation system in the state.
Madison County is now the eighth largest po-
tato growing county in the nation and also
grows significant acres of grain.
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Brigham Young University Idaho, formerly
Ricks College, now the second largest univer-
sity in Idaho, was named after one of the early
settlers, Thomas E. Ricks. Madison County
was declared a national disaster area after the
ruinous Teton Dam flood of June 5, 1976.

Sugar City is another thriving city in Madi-
son County, located only a few miles from the
county seat. The four federally protected areas
in the county are: Caribou Targhee National
Forest, Cartier Slough and Deer Parks Wildlife
Areas, and the volcanic Menan Twin Buttes.

Visitors to Madison County can tour two
buildings listed on the National Historic Reg-
ister: The Rexburg Tabernacle and the Madi-
son County Courthouse. Other attractions in-
clude the Teton Dam Flood Museum, Yellow-
stone Bear World, Brigham Young University
Idaho Campus, the Idaho Centennial Car-
ousel, and the famous International Dance
Festival.

The citizens of Madison County dem-
onstrate unity and a sense of pride through
their deeply sown roots. Family traditions,
farms, entrepreneurship, and a willingness to
extend a helping hand to others appropriately
characterize this community and its time-hon-
ored Idaho lifestyle.

It is a privilege to represent Madison County
and the people who structure its prominence.

——————

HONORING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PHEASANTS FOREVER

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2013

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to pay tribute to the founders, members and
staff of Pheasants Forever on the occasion of
the 30th anniversary of the organization.

The Minnesota roots of this organization go
back to day one and its 500 original members
in the early 1980s. Residents of Minnesota’s
Fourth Congressional District share great pride
that for most of those years, the organization
has worked to protect the habitat for this
beautiful bird throughout North America from
its home base in White Bear Lake. Today,
Pheasants Forever boasts more than 125,000
members in more than 600 chapters in both
the U.S. and Canada, from Pennsylvania to
Washington and Minnesota to Texas.

Minnesota has a long and distinguished his-
tory of wildlife conservation, and is the birth-
place of several organizations dedicated to
protecting wildlife and other natural resources.
Born out of a crisis when our state suffered a
dramatic decline in pheasant numbers, Pheas-
ants Forever is a vital part of this proud tradi-
tion. The organization first took flight when a
group of conservation minded hunters rose to
meet the challenge presented by Dennis An-
derson, St Paul Pioneer Press outdoor editor,
as he wrote about the devastation of grass-
land habitat in Minnesota.

The grassroots origins of Pheasants Forever
have remained critical to its success, and
each chapter is empowered to determine how
their funds are used. Members directly partici-
pate in the decisionmaking process and see
firsthand the conservation impact of their con-
tributions. Over the years, this strategy has
produced real progress in protecting habitat.
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In 1985, members of Pheasants Forever
helped form the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram, CRP, as part of the Department of Agri-
culture. The CRP implemented a land set-
aside program that paid landowners to keep
their environmentally sensitive areas unused,
creating more natural habitat for pheasants
and other wildlife.

To this day, Pheasants Forever continues to
work closely with the Department of Agri-
culture, partnering with USDA service centers
and local landowners to create and improve
vital habitat on private lands. More recently,
Pheasants Forever launched the “Build a
Wildlife” program to create public hunting
grounds and outdoor recreation areas. In
2005, Quail Forever launched to focus on im-
proving habitats for quail populations. To date,
Pheasant Forever's various initiatives have
protected and improved more than 8 million
acres of wildlife habitat. These significant
achievements have reversed the trend toward
vanishing grasslands, and made Minnesota a
premier example of upland habitat conserva-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, | honor the 30th anniversary of
Pheasants Forever and the hunters and out-
door enthusiasts who make this organization
successful.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF SAVAS
TSIVICOS

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2013

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Savas Tsivicos as he is
celebrared-by AHEPA Chapter #287 with a
Testimonial Dinner in his honor. As Past
President of the Chapter and Past District
Governor of AHEPA District 5, Savas is truly
deserving of this recognition.

A native of Cyprus, Savas immigrated to the
United States in 1982 to pursue educational
and work opportunities. He earned a Bach-
elor's Degree and MBA in Management from
Fairleigh Dickinson University and a Masters
Certificate from George Washington Univer-
sity. In 1989, Savas founded Tsivicos Enter-
prises, Inc., a consulting and construction
management company, and continues to
serve as its President today.

Active in the Greek community, Savas has
been a tireless advocate for the people of Cy-
prus. He co-founded the Panpaphian Associa-
tion of America in 1987 and twice served as
its President. He also served as Chairman of
the American Hellenic Institute Public Affairs
Committee for 3 years. In addition, Savas has
been a member of countless other Greek or-
ganizations, often holding leadership positions,
including the Cyprus Federation of America,
which represents all Cypriot Americans. Like-
wise, Savas has served on the Board of Direc-
tors for the NJ Greek-American Chamber of
Commerce and Cosmos FM, a Hellenic public
radio station. Savas also serves on the Cyprus
Children’s Fund and is an active member of
the St. George Greek Orthodox Church in
Ocean, NJ.

Savas has received many awards for his
tremendous work on behalf of the community.
In 1988, the Government of Cyprus recog-
nized his contributions with a Certificate of
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Recognition. He has also been honored with
the Greek-American Chamber of Commerce of
NJ Achievement Award, the NECO Ellis Island
Medal of Honor Award, and the Evagoras
Pallikarides Award of Merit. Savas has twice
been recognized as Ahepan of the Year, first
by the John G. Thevos Fifth District and most
recently by Chapter #287.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
congratulating Savas Tsivicos for his immeas-
urable contributions to the community and
thanking AHEPA Chapter #287 for hosting the
Testimonial Dinner in his honor.

———

REMARKS OF GOVERNOR DANNEL
P. MALLOY AT THE INTERFAITH
VIGIL FOR FAMILIES OF SANDY
HOOK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2013

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in memory of the lives lost at Sandy
Hook Elementary School. | submit the remarks
of Connecticut Governor Dannel P. Malloy, at
the Interfaith Vigil for the families and commu-
nity of Newtown, CT with the President of the
United States.

Pat, thank you for all of the great work
that you have done for this community in
the last three days. To the police chief and
to the superintendent of schools, thank you
for your great service, as well. To all of the
first responders, thank you.

When I came into the hall, one of the first
songs to be played on the piano was ‘‘Amaz-
ing Grace,” which is fitting for any number
of reasons. Its become an anthem for first re-
sponders. It has great words. It also speaks
of the power of faith.

‘“‘Amazing Grace’ was written by a former
sea captain engaged in the slave trade. And
those profound words that ‘I once was lost
and now am found’ speak to us on a day like
today when we are called upon—dare I say
required to be invested in our faith.

A faith so evident in this room and in this
community at this time. A faith that is,
after all, at its very core a gift from God. A
faith in which we find comfort and hope and
compassion. A faith in which we are given
the power to go on, to survive that which has
befallen this community, these families,
these spouses. That which has happened and
is unimaginable and unthinkable and was
never, we thought, intended to be upon us
here in Connecticut, or in Newtown, or in
Sandy Hook.

I choose to think about the fact that in the
coming days we will officially enter winter.
And that is always to be followed by the
spring. Let me assure you that in winter,
each time I see the beginning of a snowfall,
I will be thinking of those 27 souls lost just
a few days ago.

Each time the day gets a little longer, I
will think and dream of the lives that might
have been and the lives that were so full of
grace. And when the flowers start to come
out of the ground, and when they rise up, I
will know that we are in touch with those
that we have lost in the last few days.

We will go on, we will find strength. Faith
is a gift, as is our ability to support one an-
other in our greater community.

To all of you, I extend my most profound
condolences on behalf of all of your fellow
citizens for what you have seen, for what you
have witnessed and for what have you per-
sonally experienced.
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We will move on, we will never forget, we
will in many ways be made stronger for what
has transpired and we will get better.

We are blessed today to have with us the
President of the United States, who upon
meeting with Pat and me just a little while
ago said that the most difficult day of his
presidency was Friday, when he heard the
news of that which had befallen this commu-
nity. I assured him that Connecticut, New-
town and Sandy Hook are strong, and I wel-
comed him on your behalf to our commu-
nity.

I now introduce the President of the
United States.

———

RECOGNIZING THE KHOJALY
MASSACRE

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2013

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | join my
colleagues and people all over the world in
recognizing the tragedy known as the Khojaly
Massacre which occurred on February 26,
1992 in the small Azerbaijani town of Khojaly.
The attack resulted in the massacre of 613
Azerbaijani civilians and is one of the most
devastating acts of violence in the South
Caucasus in recent history. According to some
accounts, the fate of 150 Khojaly inhabitants is
still unknown, even after twenty—one years.

The numerous casualties and acts of torture
in the war between Armenia and Azerbaijan
underscore the need for a political-rather than
a military—solution to the Nagorno—Karabakh
conflict. A fair and comprehensive settlement
is the only effective tool to encourage stability,
prosperity, and a lasting peace in the region.
As co—chair of the Minsk Group, the United
States remains committed to working with both
sides to that end. With that goal in mind, we
remember and mourn the 613 victims of
Khojaly and work together to safeguard the
human rights of all.

——

HONORING THE JACKSON,
MISSISSIPPI FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the Jackson, Mis-
sissippi Fire Department. The Jackson Fire
Department is the largest fire department in
the State of Mississippi. The Jackson Fire De-
partment currently consists of 7 divisions with
433 budgeted positions. The 7 divisions that
make up the Jackson Fire Department are Ad-
ministration and Finance; Arson and Internal
Affairs; Community Relations and Fire Safety
Education; Emergency Services; Training,
Safety, Research and Development; Office of
the Fire Marshal; and Fire Loss.

Emergency Services is the largest division
which consists of 21 fire stations and 32
pieces of emergency equipment. In 2006, they
upgraded all of their Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatuses (SCBA) along with new ultralite
facepieces. The Jackson Fire Department con-
stantly strives for improvement and the highest
level of firefighting by updating and purchasing
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