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in community centers located in affordable
housing communities throughout Fairfax Coun-
ty. Programs for youth focus on academics,
self-esteem, substance abuse prevention,
healthy relationships and college or career
planning. Approximately 450 youth participate
in these programs. Nearly 90 percent of chil-
dren who received homework and tutoring
help improved their GPAs or overall academic
performance. Last summer, FACETS served
1250 lunches, sent 7 children to camp, and
hosted additional activities designed to keep
children and teens safe.

Programs for adults include computer and fi-
nancial literacy, career development and ESL.
Residents can participate in individualized
case management, focusing on eviction pre-
vention and emergency food and financial as-
sistance to keep them stable and in their
homes. In FY12, nearly 60 adults participated
in FACETS’ community programs. Of those
who received case management, 40 percent
became actively involved with life skills class-
es and 60 percent gained employment assist-
ance, including résumé development and in-
creasing earning power.

FACETS has earned well-deserved recogni-
tion for these efforts. The Dulles Regional
Chamber of Commerce honored FACETS as
its 2013 Large Nonprofit of the Year. In June
2013, the Housing Association of Nonprofit
Developers recognized the FACETS Edu-
cation and Community Development Program
as the Best Community Life Program in the
Washington, D.C., metropolitan area. Last
year,

FACETS earned a Team Excellence Award:
Leadership Role in the Fairfax County Family
Shelter In-take Redesign.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing FACETS for its 25 years of
service to our community and in extending our
sincere appreciation to the dedicated staff and
volunteers for their commitment to ending pov-
erty in Fairfax County as well as to the indi-
vidual, corporate, non-profit, and government
agency sponsors for supporting the critical
work of this organization.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE WATER
TRUST FUND ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, there is
nothing more essential to quality of life, to the
health of our families and of our communities
than water. Water, at its most basic level, is
life. Safe drinking water and basic sanitation
make the difference between health and sick-
ness, between a family thriving or struggling
just to exist.

Water quality and quantity are serious
issues in communities across the country, es-
pecially now, when changing weather patterns,
extreme drought, continued growth combine to
put an even greater demand on our aging, in-
adequate infrastructure. To ease these pres-
sures, | am introducing the Water Trust Fund
Act, which would establish a trust fund to help
local communities meet their water infrastruc-
ture needs.

Over a thousand communities across the
country are struggling with combined sewer
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overflows as well as inadequate and aging
sewer pipes. Small communities in particular,
which already face huge questions of water
supply and quality, have few resources with
which to pay the bills and are seeing sky-high
monthly costs for consumers.

The Water Trust Fund Act creates a deficit-
neutral, consistent, and firewalled trust fund to
help states replace, repair, and rehabilitate
critical wastewater treatment facilities. It will be
financed by voluntary fees from companies
that participate, in exchange for the use of ad-
vertising materials indicating their support for
America’s water systems.

We face unprecedented challenges to our
water infrastructure. More and more products
are designed to be flushed down toilets and
drains, placing them in systems that are al-
ready stressed. Pharmaceutical residues are
showing up in treated wastewater and be-
cause they are difficult to treat, I'm afraid we
are slowly medicating vast numbers of Ameri-
cans against their will. Aging water systems—
some still made out of brick or wood, some
dating from the century before last—mean that
America also faces old-fashioned system reli-
ability issues. Unpredictable weather means
that water systems are dealing more fre-
quently with sewage overflow, flooding, and
overwhelmed systems. Reports indicate that
each year an average of six billion gallons of
drinking water leaks from these inadequate
and ancient pipes. Six billion gallons is
enough to fill 6,000 Olympic sized swimming
pools—if lined up, these pools would stretch
from Washington, D.C. to Pittsburgh, PA.

These aging and outdated systems are not
just a local problem, relevant only to a single
neighborhood, city, county, or even state.
Water does not obey county boundaries or
even state lines, and it is a resource on which
we all rely. The federal government should
help fill the funding gaps that local commu-
nities and states cannot. The opportunity is
now: There is significant state and local in-
vestment, interest rates are low, and the
Water Trust Fund will help leverage billions of
additional dollars to repair our aging infrastruc-
ture.

The American public is already paying a dis-
proportionate share of the costs of water infra-
structure. Residential households have the
least capacity to absorb additional costs dur-
ing these difficult times, and they already face
wildly escalating costs to deal with problems
that they did not create. The voracious water
demands of industry far outstrip household
needs. Clean water is absolutely essential for
these industries and the rest of the business
community to function. Water infrastructure
upgrades will provide the business community
far more in benefits than it would cost, and it
could be used to leverage a broader range of
investments.

This bill will help communities deal with their
water infrastructure needs in a stable,
proactive way, and will provide significant ben-
efits for those who rely on our water system,
the local government officials charged with
making the system work, and the industries
who rely on a clean, consistent source of
water for their products.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF JOE F.
ALVERNAZ

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Joe F. Alvernaz. His
character exemplified that of a role model and
true community leader—he placed others
ahead of himself, made family his first priority,
and possessed a strong work ethic.

Joe began his life of service at an early age.
After the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941, he
enlisted in the United States Marine Corps
and it was there that he received the nick-
name “Sweet Potato Joe” from his fellow ma-
rine and close friend, actor Brian Keith. It was
while Joe was in boot camp, that he would
come to marry the love of his life: Florence
Cardoza of Merced in 1942. As the war went
on, he served our country proudly during a pe-
riod of history that seemed as if it would never
pass; a period that forever changed our nation
and the world.

After the war ended, Joe became as busy
as ever. He came back to California to once
again farm sweet potatoes. He later served as
President of the California Sweet Potato
Council, and U.S. Sweet Potato Council,
where he was a Director for over 20 years. To
say that Joe was busy is an understatement;
he also served as President of the Merced
County Farm Bureau and was on the Board of
Directors of the Nisei Farmers League.

Joe’s involvement in the community could
not be described in one word or even in one
sentence. From 1946 to 1996, “Sweet Potato
Joe” announced all the Livingston High School
football games, parades, and even radio pro-
grams. This is where Joe earned another
name for himself: “The Voice of Livingston.”
However, his talents did not end there; Joe’s
acting skills also benefited the Livingston Little
Theater group, where he starred in several
productions, most notably as Elwood P. Dowd
in “Harvey.” Adding to his list of accomplish-
ments, Joe also organized the first kid’s
hardball team in Merced County in the early
50’s. Joe was particularly drawn to baseball,
and served as coach, sponsor, announcer,
and booster for over fifty years. Later, he
would become the third Area Commissioner of
Baseball. From this, he achieved perhaps his
greatest accomplishment; having a local base-
ball field be renamed the “Joe F. Alvernaz
Baseball Field.”

Joe was predeceased by his parents, Joe
and Mabel Alvernaz, brothers, Arthur and
John Alvernaz, and sister, Mary Geyer. He
was also predeceased by his oldest son, Joey
Alvernaz, in 1980 and by his wife of 64 years,
Florence, in 2007. Although Joe has passed
on from this life, Heaven is a little bit brighter
today because he has joined Florence, the
true love of his life. He is survived by 5 chil-
dren, 17 grandchildren, and 13 great grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that |
ask my colleagues to pay tribute to the life of
a truly amazing father, coach, neighbor, and
everyone’s friend, Joe F. Alvernaz. His service
to his country, community, and to his family
will be painfully missed, yet celebrated, hon-
ored and never forgotten.
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HONORING TEELA MICKLES

HON. LEE TERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today be-
cause | want to honor Teela Mickles for being
an advocate for the youth of Omaha. She is
an inspiration for change by creating opportu-
nities for young people to remain active and
accountable members of the community.

Teela’s interest in helping people return to a
successful life after incarceration comes from
her own experiences. Teela was involved in a
marriage where domestic abuse was prevalent
and was finally able to break away after four-
teen years. She was able to start a new life
for herself and her five children. Her faith in
God and desire to do what was right con-
vinced her that she could help others to re-
store their lives as well.

Teela founded an organization called Com-
passion in Action in 1994 to provide a holistic
approach to family restoration and community
re-establishment for incarcerated individuals
and their families. The program is designed to
address the specific needs of individuals com-
ing out of incarceration by offering them pre-
release and re-entry services, advocacy and
mentoring services, and transitional and inde-
pendent living preparation for youth.

Currently, Teela is leading Compassion in
Action in a $300,000 fundraising campaign to
renovate the former Wesley House building in
North Omaha and begin operations there. She
is especially enthusiastic about the R.A.W.
D.AW.G.S. Youth Corps Gang Prevention
Program clubhouse that will be in the lower
level of the building working to replace the de-
sire for gang membership. Teela is working
around the clock to recruit a community-wide
network of concerned families and community
leaders who believe in the importance of in-
vesting in our children, rather than building
more prisons.

Teela believes that the main key to success
is prevention. She is convinced that the best
way to prepare someone for the outside world
after their release is to prepare them prior to
their release.

I's my privilege to recognize Teela’s com-
mitment to building up our community and her
efforts to bring it together.

——

IN HONOR OF THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CLEVELAND’S RIDNA
SHKOLA

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, Ukrainians have
been coming to the United States since the In-
dustrial Revolution when immigrants came to
cities like Cleveland for jobs. Here they estab-
lished communities with their own churches,
businesses and social clubs. Many also felt
the need to perpetuate the language and cul-
ture of their ancestral home. And so, starting
in the first decade of the 20th Century, the first
Ukrainian Heritage Schools were born.

The current Heritage School, “Ridna
Shkola,” whose 60th anniversary we celebrate
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this year, was founded in 1953 by immigrants
who found refuge in America after they had
been driven from their homeland by the dev-
astation of the Second World War and the re-
pressive policies of Nazi Germany and the So-
viet Union. Because they had been active in
cultural institutions in their Homeland, the So-
viets who conquered Western Ukraine in 1939
targeted them for execution or deportation to
Siberian labor camps. Also targeted were the
“Ostarbeiters,” Ukrainians forced to work as
slaves in the Nazi economy. Stalin saw them
as tainted by Western influences and after the
war assigned them to a similar fate.

Those who could fled—first to the Displaced
Persons Camps of post-war Austria and Ger-
many and ultimately to a new life in Cleveland
and other cities in the U.S. and Canada. The
bitter circumstances of their immigration rein-
forced the refugees’ determination to perpet-
uate their identity and culture.

There is no exact English correlative for the
term “Ridna Shkola.” Roughly it means, “Our
own native school” and already in 1950, infor-
mal classes began at Cleveland’s Ukrainian
National Home in Tremont.

In the fall of 1953, educators and leaders
formally established the “Ridna Shkola” Asso-
ciation led by Ivan Fur, a grocer whose real
vocation was the Ukrainian community. In Jan-
uary 1954, “Ridna Shkola” was incorporated
as a non-profit organization in the state of
Ohio and joined the Educational Council of the
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America
(UCCA) which to this day coordinates a na-
tionwide network of Ukrainian Heritage
Schools. The first director of Cleveland’s
“Ridna Shkola” was the distinguished scholar,
Volodymyr Radzykevych, author of the three-
volume “History of Ukrainian Literature” and
several children’s books. For many years, Pro-
fessor Radzykevych was the librarian at the
Ukrainian section of the Jefferson Branch of
the Cleveland Public Library.

Once it was established, “Ridna Shkola”
met every Saturday during the school year at
Tremont Elementary School before moving to
Merrick House a few blocks away. Enrollment
grew from 95 students in 1954 to 307 in 1963.
That's when the school moved to Parma, fol-
lowing the demographic trends of the Ukrain-
ian-American community to the suburbs. Since
then, several thousand Ukrainian-American
students have attended “Ridna Shkola” with
more than a thousand completing the rigorous
“Matura” which tests students’ knowledge of
Ukrainian language, history, literature, geog-
raphy and culture.

From the very beginning “Ridna Shkola”
was distinguished by a highly-qualified faculty:
Hryhoriy Golembiowsky, Mykhaylyna
Stavnycha, Olena and Marian Dub, Mykhailo
Zhdan, Yaroslava Pichurko, Myroslava
Mychkovska, to name a few. There have been
scores of others over the past 60 years—all
deserve mention, but they are too many to list.
Directors (principals) included Vasyl lvanchuk,
Stepan  Wolanyk, Viroslav Kost, Petro
Twardowsky and George Jaskiw. Today, the
majority of teachers and students at Ridna
Shkola are from the most recent Fourth Wave
of immigrants to the U.S.

Critical to its operation are the administra-
tors, people who make sure children have
books, collect tuition, pay faculty and resolve
a thousand details. For many years, Lida Parc
in Cleveland fulfilled this role, insuring a
smooth operation. The school also depends
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on a solid corps of volunteers and, of course,
parents who wake their children every Satur-
day morning and drive them to school.

The school is supported by the Ridna
Shkola Society, a group of parents and other
supporters who raise money, take care of ad-
ministrative tasks and organize events associ-
ated with the school year—weekly classes,
graduation exercises, annual celebrations.
Today, Chrystine Klek heads the Society, fol-
lowing such dedicated leaders as Kost
Melnyk, Vasyl lichyshyn, Evhen Nebesh,
Evhen Palka, Bohdan Milan, Luba Mudriy and
George Jaskiw.

It is impossible to assess the importance of
Ridna Shkola. Many a college application and
professional resume lists Ridna Shkola and
the “Matura.” Untold numbers of Ridna Shkola
graduates have gone on to careers in jour-
nalism, politics, government, medicine, law,
business, media, diplomacy, etc. where they
applied their knowledge of Ukrainian, as well
as the lessons and skills they acquired in
“Ridna Shkola” something their parents forced
on them and they unwillingly accepted, only to
later acknowledge how beneficial it all was.
And now a quarter century after Ukraine’s
independence, it's clear the huge difference
Ridna Shkola made not only in the lives of its
graduates, in the Ukrainian-American commu-
nity but also the positive impact on the country
their parents and grandparents left under such
bitter circumstances.

Best wishes to Ridna Shkola on its 60th An-
niversary and all the best in the years to
come!

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
603, | was not present for the vote due to a
family emergency. Had | been present, | would
have voted “nay.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TOM MARINO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
583, | was unable to make it to the floor in
time for this vote due to the hearing in the
subcommittee on Reform, Commercial & Anti-
trust Law running over. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea.”

————
IN HONOR OF THE 45TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FARMINGTON

MINE DISASTER
HON. DAVID B. McKINLEY

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. McKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, this week
marks the 45th anniversary of the explosion at
Consolidation Coal's No. 9 Mine in Farm-
ington, WV. We remember the 78 miners who
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