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Endy, and Alli Bakken were selected for the 
all-tournament team. The Skippers allowed 
only two goals throughout the playoffs and 
shutout Lakeville North in the championship 
final. The only goal of the game was scored 
in the 56th minute by junior forward Ellen 
Mau, solidifying the championship for the Skip-
pers. Showing true sportsmanship, Mau later 
stated, ‘‘We are proud of ourselves for getting 
one past that defense because we know how 
tough they are. It’s also exciting we could get 
this result against an equally as good of a 
team.’’ 

The ladies of this team exemplified hard 
work, sportsmanship, and dedication the entire 
season and portray what it means to be a stu-
dent athlete. I would also like to commend the 
coaches for leading their team to the Skipper’s 
first championship since 2001. 

Finally, a special congratulation goes out to 
senior Elizabeth Endy for being named Girls’ 
Soccer Metro Player of the Year and Min-
nesota Ms. Soccer. 

Mr. Speaker, the Minnetonka Girls Soccer 
Team displayed a positive standard for all of 
their classmates and the community. It’s an 
honor to be able to represent, and recognize, 
such all-star athletes. To the entire team, 
coaching staff, and school: congratulations 
and go Skippers! 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2013 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
590, I was not present for the vote due to a 
family emergency. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO THE RICHARDSON 
FAMILY 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2013 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to tell 
the story of the Richardson family and honor 
them for the strength they display to overcome 
obstacles and continue to be a loving family. 
Through adoption they have welcomed their 
children into their home and created a loving 
family unit. 

Patti Richardson is dedicated to serving her 
nine children, no matter their background. 
When Patti comes across a child in need, she 
is always there with open arms willing to wel-
come them home. She invests significant 
amounts of time and money in these children, 
filling her home and yard with toys, exercise 
equipment, and other tools. 

The Richardson family consists of Ragina, 
22, who was born with Fetal Alcohol Syn-
drome and ADHD. Also born with congenital 
heart disease, Ragina required surgery to fix it 
at the age of one. As the eldest child in the 
house, Ragina looks after her younger sib-
lings. Next is 10 year old Wesley. Wesley has 
ADHD as a result of being exposed to meth-
amphetamine before birth. Aidan, of 7 years 

old, is the next oldest child in the house. 
Aidan has a congenital heart disease and had 
open-heart surgery when he was only two 
months old. Anahla, 5, and Lasia, 4, complete 
the long list of adopted children in the Rich-
ardson household. Patti also has three birth 
children, William, Jeffery, and Mikayla, all of 
whom are now adults. 

Sadly, the family has suffered through the 
loss of two of their own. Corey, a shaken baby 
who Patti fostered and then adopted, passed 
suddenly at the age of three. Andrew, Patti’s 
youngest birth child, has also passed from 
brain cancer. The family thinks of Andrew fre-
quently and Patti believes that he gives her 
guidance to help her through the stress and 
heartache that she sometimes faces while car-
ing for her children. 

The Richardson family illustrates the hope 
and love we know exists in our communities. 
It is my privilege and honor to represent the 
Richardsons and others like them in my com-
munity. 
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AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2013 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, this year, our 
nation will celebrate the 92nd annual Amer-
ican Education Week, which is a week running 
from November 18–22, 2013. 

This special week serves as a wonderful op-
portunity for all Americans to celebrate public 
education and honor those individuals who 
dedicate themselves to ensuring that every 
child receives a quality education. 

American Education Week is intended to 
recognize all who make a difference in our 
education system—from teachers to education 
support professionals to parents. 

In Ohio public schools, we have 112,845 full 
time equivalent teachers, 3,642 guidance 
counselors and directors, 3,196 librarians and 
staff, and 104,394 administrators and support 
staff. 

It is these individuals who ensure that our 
students gain the necessary skills and edu-
cation for a productive and bright future. 

As a supporter of these great Americans 
and as a former college administrator, I be-
lieve it’s essential to raise public awareness 
about the importance of public education. 

I am proud to show my appreciation for the 
key role educators play in the lives of every 
child in America. 

We must ensure that we all do our part in 
making public schools a great foundation for 
every child, so they can achieve and succeed 
in the 21st century. 

I celebrate the teachers in kindergarten 
classrooms, high school labs, and university 
halls. 

I celebrate the school counselors who coun-
sel adolescents and help students carve out 
career aspirations. 

I celebrate the coaches, school nurses, so-
cial workers, and special education teachers. 

I also celebrate those who transport stu-
dents to and from schools and extra-curricular 
events because our students also need the 
opportunity to learn outside of the classroom. 

Thank you to all who make our public 
schools better and improve our public edu-
cation system. 

I look forward to working in partnership with 
parents, community leaders, and elected offi-
cials to help improve our nation’s public edu-
cation. 

I know firsthand the difference a quality edu-
cation makes in a child’s life. 

The foundation of a strong democracy is 
high quality public education that is accessible 
to all. 

That is what helps promote a fair and just 
society. 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on 
the importance of American Education Week 
and public education. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF ALVIN J. 
QUIST 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2013 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Alvin J. Quist, who 
passed away on October 29, 2013 at the age 
of 89. Alvin exemplified the very best of what 
our nation has to offer. He was a hard working 
dairyman, proud World War II veteran, and an 
American hero devoted to military and public 
service. 

Alvin was born into a Danish immigrant fam-
ily and grew up on a dairy farm. He was active 
in 4–H and later became involved in the Fu-
ture Farmers of America at Central Union High 
School where he also played football and 
served as student body president. Upon grad-
uating from high school, Alvin attended Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo (Cal Poly) to major in 
Dairy Science. 

In 1943, Alvin’s studies were interrupted as 
he proudly joined the United States Marine 
Corp during World War II. When the war 
ended, Alvin returned to Camp Pendleton to 
help wounded soldiers transition back to civil-
ian life. 

Alvin met the love of his life, Mary Briggs, 
in July 1946, and they married a year later. He 
finished his degree, and graduated from Cal 
Poly in 1947. Alvin and Mary moved to the 
Kearney Park area so Alvin could join his fa-
ther on the dairy farm. They milked 90 cows 
and farmed 300 acres. 

A distinguished community leader in the ag-
ricultural industry, Alvin sat on a wide range of 
boards including Fresno Irrigation District, 
California Milk Advisory Board, Fresno County 
Farm Bureau, and Big Fresno Fair Board. 
Alvin gave back to his community uncondition-
ally based on his faith and love for God. 

Family was most important to Alvin. He was 
an extremely loving husband and father to his 
son, Jim, and daughters, Debbie and Marsha. 
Alvin cherished spending time with his grand-
children and gladly attended their school func-
tions, sporting events, and dance recitals. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I 
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to pay tribute to the life of Alvin J. 
Quist. He was a proud American and leaves 
a legacy of hope and faith for many genera-
tions to come. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2013 

Mr. SCHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 600 I was not present for the vote due to 
a family emergency. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KERRY L. BENTIVOLIO 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2013 

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
Nos. 588 and 589, I was unable to be present. 
My wife had surgery that day, November 18, 
2013, and I needed to be by her side. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on all said votes. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAVID LAVERY AND 
THE MARS SCIENCE LABORA-
TORY TEAM FOR RECEIPT OF 
THE SAMUEL J. HEYMAN 
SCIENCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
MEDAL 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2013 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize and congratulate my constituent David 
Lavery, as well as his colleagues on the Mars 
Science Laboratory Team for being awarded 
the Samuel J. Heyman Science and Environ-
ment Medal. The Samuel J. Heyman Service 
to America Medals (referred to as the 
Sammies) pay tribute to America’s dedicated 
federal workforce, highlighting those who have 
made significant contributions to our country. 
Honorees are chosen based on their commit-
ment and innovation, as well as the impact of 
their work on addressing the needs of the na-
tion. 

As Program Executive for Solar System Ex-
ploration, Mr. Lavery leads the Curiosity rover 
mission to Mars that is exploring the Red 
Planet’s geology and climate and assessing 
whether conditions are favorable for microbial 
life and future human exploration. This historic 
mission is the culmination of more than a dec-
ade of perseverance, engineering break-
throughs, and scientific innovations. The mis-
sion’s findings will rewrite the textbooks on the 
geology of Mars and shed light on the possi-
bility of life-supporting environments there. 

Working on the cutting edge of space explo-
ration at NASA was Mr. Lavery’s childhood 
dream. Although unable to become an astro-
naut, he has twice helped place American 
technology on the surface of another planet. 
His first flight project was Sojourner—a rover 
sent to Mars in 1997. For the Curiosity mis-
sion, Lavery carefully supervised every step of 
the process leading to the launch. According 
to Jonathan Rall, assistant director of NASA’s 
Planetary Science Division, ‘‘Without Dave’s 

constant oversight for this mission, it would 
not have been successful.’’ 

This award is just the latest achievement in 
an amazing public service career that extends 
beyond NASA to include his years mentoring 
the robotics team at Herndon High School, 
guiding them in national competitions and in-
spiring generations of young Americans to 
pursue careers in science and technology. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in extending our highest praise and congratu-
lations to the Dave Lavery and the eight other 
public servants from around the country who 
have been honored with Samuel J. Heyman 
Service to America Medals this year. Their 
achievements range from working to eradicate 
polio in India to landing an exploratory vehicle 
on Mars to saving the Air Force more than $1 
billion in 2012 by reducing energy consump-
tion. It has been my great privilege and honor 
to represent tens of thousands of exceptional 
Federal workers who hail from Virginia’s 11th 
Congressional District. They all deserve our 
thanks and respect. 
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SHARING STORIES IN SUPPORT OF 
COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM 

HON. JOE GARCIA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2013 

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, the following are 
stories of individuals affected by our nation’s 
broken immigration system: 

Story 1: Legalization is necessary. There 
are many things that people don’t know that 
the authorities do. In my case, I’ve lived 
through three or four accidents that I saw, 
and I am the only one who saw and I didn’t 
testify because I’m scared. I think that be-
cause of that they closed a lot of cases. I’d 
like something to be done. Also, at work, 
there are three or four companies that 
haven’t paid me and discriminate in a lot of 
things that happen. We, who work with 
meat, know a lot of things that aren’t easy 
to say to anyone for fear of what that infor-
mation would do and because of that, reform 
is necessary. 

I’m Mexican and I’ve been here for 21 
years. Ultimately, the truth that I’ve seen a 
lot of things that shouldn’t exist for human 
beings to practice these types of things. Be-
cause realistically, all of us deserve to live 
as best as possible and I think that there is 
a way that we can live and do whatever type 
of work, without being treated the way they 
treat us. We want to be welcome wherever 
we want to go. 

Story 2: I arrived in the United States ap-
proximately 25 years ago. Thank God I am 
now an American citizen, but I have many 
friends who suffer because they do not have 
their documents. One of the hardships is that 
they are not allowed to work or go to many 
places. For example, there are jobs that they 
are able to do, but they’re not allowed into 
those places. So they can make $20 or $25 per 
hour, but they’re making $15 or less because 
they can’t go to the place, even though they 
can do the job. So I say yes to immigration 
reform because it helps the government as 
well. The government makes money for giv-
ing out papers. People are going to buy cars, 
they’re going to buy houses, they’re going to 
travel within the United States. So, the 
money that they’re going to pay to get their 
papers is more than they contribute to the 
United States now. They will travel to their 

home countries to visit their parents, their 
siblings—I think that will be something very 
good for the country as well. 

Story 3: I arrived 22 years ago from San 
Marcos, Guatemala. Thank God we had the 
opportunity to have papers, but we are here 
to support our people. We want everyone to 
be equal and to have the opportunity that we 
had. So it is great that there is a possibility 
at reform for all. The only thing we can do 
is support in any way we can—by meeting 
and being with them. I think that people can 
work legally and do many things. 

Story 4: I’m from Guatemala. I’ve been 
here with my wife for nine years and we are 
nothing in this country. We came here for 
the purpose of allowing our family to suc-
ceed. In Guatemala, the circumstances over 
there don’t allow for success. For that rea-
son, we came here to have a life a little bet-
ter than what we had there. All we are ask-
ing is for the Senators and the people listen-
ing to this recording to support us because 
the majority of Hispanics that are in the 
United States are here to work and support 
this country. For that, we want to be heard 
and we want to say yes. We want to arrive to 
citizenship because we need it. You see on 
TV and in the news that many families are 
suffering and many families are crying. 
There have been many deportations, and we 
don’t want that that continue. We want all 
families to feel happy and live happily here, 
but they’re scared. We don’t want people to 
continue living in fear. For that we make 
the invitation to collaborate, because every-
thing we can do, we will do. We don’t want 
racism, for example. Here there are various 
nationalities from various countries, and we 
are unified for this cause. We will continue 
uniting, for whatever work there is. I work 
in landscaping, cutting branches on trees, on 
palms, cleaning gardens. Right now, we don’t 
have kids and my wife and I have been mar-
ried for seven years. 

Story 5: I am originally from Guatemala. I 
immigrated to the United States in 1987 at 
age 18. I turned 18 while crossing the desert. 
There I celebrated my birthday. From there 
I went to work on a farm for three or four 
years. In that time, the situation was much 
more difficult, but I had the opportunity to 
work in different jobs. Around that time I 
was a beneficiary of the NACARA law, which 
allowed me to apply. I saw that the NACARA 
law benefitted me a lot because I was able to 
have some economic stability for my family. 
I have been married for 22 years, and I have 
a 19-year-old son. The NACARA law has al-
ways helped me, so of course I feel like there 
is a need for immigration reform because it 
would benefit my community so much. The 
people who are here can grow economically 
and help their families. They can create 
businesses and jobs in our country. That is 
why people emigrate here, because there are 
no jobs in their home countries. I don’t 
know, governments don’t invest in creating 
jobs and so people in immigration limbo 
don’t want to invest because they don’t 
know what will happen. I feel that it’s a ne-
cessity, and I think we deserve it. We are 
working people. The majority that come 
here come for work. We don’t come for public 
benefits. In my community, very few are the 
type to try to get social assistance. The ma-
jority, like my case, came and paid taxes, 
and they have been paying taxes since com-
ing to the United States. 

They deported me in 1987 after I was de-
tained in Krome. I was held in Krome for a 
month or a month and a half before they 
sent me to my land. It’s very frustrating, be-
cause I’m from a town very far from the cap-
ital. At that time, it was about eight hours 
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