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TRIBUTE TO GORDON AND JILL
MARTENS

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 24, 2013

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Gordon and Jill Martens of Van
Meter, lowa and to commend them on the mo-
mentous occasion of their 50th wedding anni-
versary.

Mr. and Mrs. Martens have been proud to
call Dallas County home for their entire lives.
Gordon and Jill both attended Van Meter High
School and began dating after graduation. On
October 26th, 1963, Mr. and Mrs. Martens ex-
changed vows at Booneville United Methodist
in Booneville, lowa and began their lives to-
gether.

Together, Gordon, a veteran of the lowa Air
National Guard, and Jill, a Registered Nurse,
raised two children, Daniel and Valerie, who
have given them five grandchildren. They now
reside in Van Meter after building a home in
2007 on the farm where Gordon was raised.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. and Mrs. Martens’ lifelong
commitments to each other, their family, and
their state truly embody the values lowans are
renowned for and it is a great honor to rep-
resent them in the United States Congress. |
invite my colleagues in the House to join me
in congratulating this wonderful couple on their
50th year of life together and | wish them
many more years of happiness in the future.

RECOGNIZING JAMES M. “JIM”
SCOTT ON HIS RETIREMENT
AFTER FOUR DECADES OF PUB-
LIC SERVICE

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 24, 2013

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to join with my colleague, Rep. JIM MORAN, to
recognize and commend James M. “Jim”
Scott on the occasion of his retirement after a
distinguished career in public service to the
residents of Fairfax County and the City of
Falls Church. For more than 40 years, Jim has
been a passionate advocate for our commu-
nity on issues such as education, affordable
housing, technology, health care, and trans-
portation. He spent 14 years representing the
Providence District on the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors and then 22 years rep-
resenting the 53rd District in the Virginia
House of Delegates.

Jim’s true public service began in a local
classroom, when he was a teacher for Fairfax
County Public Schools. He taught at Edison
High School among others before leaving the
schools to take the lead on Fairfax County’s
anti-poverty efforts. In 1971, he was elected to
the Board of Supervisors representing the
Providence District, which encompassed the
central part of the county. During his 14-year
tenure on the Board, Jim played a central role
in drafting the county’s Human Rights Ordi-
nance and launching the School Aged Child
Care Program, which continues to provide
safe, fun, and educational before- and after-
school activities for local elementary school
children.
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During his tenure as Providence Supervisor,
Jim took an active role in regional organiza-
tions, serving as chairman of the Northern Vir-
ginia Transportation Commission, member of
the Northern Virginia Planning District Com-
mission (now known as the Northern Virginia
Regional Commission), member of the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
(Metro) Board of Directors, chairman of the
Metropolitan Washington Water Resources
Planning Board, and president of the Virginia
Association of Counties.

He also served on the Board of Directors for
the Metropolitan Washington Council of Gov-
ernments, which in 1985 recognized Jim with
the Elizabeth and David Scull Award, the high-
est honor for regional service in the National
Capital Region. Fairfax County also recog-
nized Jim by creating the James M. Scott
Community Spirit Award, which is presented
annually as part of Celebrate Fairfax, the sum-
mertime fair he helped champion. Jim left the
County Board in 1986 to become the director
of community affairs for Inova Health System,
the region’s largest health care provider.

Throughout his career, Jim has served as
an invaluable mentor and partner to a number
of community leaders, including his successor
in the Providence District, Katherine K. “Kate”
Hanley, who was later elected chairman of the
Board of Supervisors. | too was proud to fol-
low in Jim and Kate’s footsteps in Providence
District when | first joined the Board in 1994
and then during my tenure as Chairman.

In 1992, Jim was elected to represent the
53rd District, which includes Merrifield and the
City of Falls Church, in the Virginia House of
Delegates. He won that first race by a single
vote, earning him the moniker “Landslide
Jim.” He stayed true to his local government
roots in the General Assembly, introducing
legislation allowing cities and counties to im-
plement affordable dwelling unit ordinances to
increase the availability of low-cost and work-
force housing.

During my tenure in Fairfax, Jim worked
closely with us to advance the county’s Afford-
able Housing Initiative and the 10-year Plan to
Prevent and End Homelessness. Working with
the faith, nonprofit, and business communities,
we have created a safety net to provide wrap
around support services and move people off
the streets into stable housing. Thanks to
those ongoing efforts, Fairfax was one of the
few metropolitan localities to see a decline in
its homeless population during the Great Re-
cession. In recognition of his tireless work in
this field, Jim was named the Virginia Housing
Coalition’s Public Official of the Year in 1992,
and he was inducted into the AHOME (Afford-
able Housing Opportunity Means Everyone)
Hall of Fame last year.

In addition to those accomplishments, Jim
worked closely with the local Northern Virginia
business community. He introduced the legis-
lation that created the office of Secretary of
Technology in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
More recently, he worked with me, Rep.
MORAN, and our colleague, Rep. FRANK WOLF,
on both federal and state legislation to facili-
tate the increased use of telework. Our bill,
the Telework Enhancement Act, was signed
into law in 2010 and federal agencies continue
to expand their use of telework and mobile
work strategies.

In announcing his intention earlier this year
to retire, Jim cited the passage of the bipar-
tisan transportation funding bill by the General
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Assembly. The long-sought infusion of new
funding for the regional and state transpor-
tation network is something Jim and his col-
leagues have been working on for the past
decade.

Mr. Speaker, Jim Scott's commitment to our
community will be sorely missed and he
leaves behind a legacy that will enrich our
community for generations to come. On a per-
sonal note, he has been not only a mentor but
also a wonderful friend, and | have admired
his graciousness and his knack for avoiding
the spotlight to focus on getting things done.
His career in public service is truly commend-
able and deserving of our heartfelt gratitude.
On behalf of myself and Rep. MORAN, we wish
Jim, his wife, Nancy, and their family the best
of luck in this well-deserved retirement, and |
ask my colleagues in the House to join me in
expressing our appreciation for his commit-
ment and service to this community and our
nation.

RECOGNIZING THE HUMBOLDT
COUNTY FARM BUREAU ON THE
OCCASION OF THE CENTENNIAL
YEAR

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 24, 2013

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to recognize the Humboldt
County Farm Bureau on the occasion of their
centennial year.

One hundred years ago, in July of 1913, the
Humboldt County Farm Bureau was estab-
lished as a center for local farmers and ranch-
ers to exchange information and industry prac-
tices. The oldest Farm Bureau in the State of
California and the second oldest in the nation,
it is a membership-based, grass-roots organi-
zation dedicated to promoting and preserving
agriculture in Humboldt County.

The establishment of the Humboldt County
Farm Bureau provided the opportunity to host
a Farm Advisor from the University of Cali-
fornia, a position that changed many of the
agricultural practices and provided scientific
research to improve production in the county.
With the development of the UC Extension Of-
fice also came the 4—H Program, and in both
cases Humboldt's were the first in California.

The Farm Bureau is Humboldt County’s sin-
gle largest general agricultural organization
representing and supporting all aspects of ag-
riculture from dairy to timber, cattle, produce,
oysters, wineries, and the floral industry. A
non-profit organization working towards posi-
tive solutions to the problems faced by farming
and rural communities, it collaborates with
other local, county, and state agriculture orga-
nizations to promote and protect family farms
and develop better methods and practices in
farming and management.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the Humboldt
County Farm Bureau on their centennial anni-
versary and ask my colleagues and the North
Coast community to join me in wishing them
all the best for another 100 years.
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COMMEMORATING THE 102ND AN-
NIVERSARY OF TAIWAN’S DOU-
BLE TEN NATIONAL DAY

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 24, 2013

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, as co-chair
of the Congressional Caucus on Taiwan, it is
my pleasure to congratulate Taiwan on the re-
cent 102nd anniversary of its Double Ten Na-
tional Day.

A vibrant democracy and dynamic economy
in Taiwan foster a strengthened society that
values the benefits that come with a wide ex-
change of goods, services, and ideas. Amer-
ica’s rebalance to Asia highlights the impor-
tance of close diplomatic ties, strengthened
economic relationships, and continued en-
gagement with our neighbors in the region.
The United States is both an Atlantic and a
Pacific nation. We are pleased and proud to
have a friend and ally in Taiwan.

Recently, Taiwan pledged to buy 62.5 mil-
lion bushels of U.S. wheat, committed to de-
veloping exchange programs and joint re-
search projects with the Thurgood Marshall
College Fund, and declared its strong interest
in joining the Trans-Pacific Partnership, once
again demonstrating the advantages of strong
ties between the United States and Taiwan.

The United States also has demonstrated its
commitment to Taiwan. In July, President
Obama signed a law which directs the Sec-
retary of State to develop a strategy to obtain
observer status for Taiwan at the International
Civil Aviation Organization Assembly. In Au-
gust, the House Committee of Foreign Affairs
passed the Taiwan Policy Act of 2013 which
again expresses support for Taiwan and pro-
vides for continued political, economic, and
security assistance.

It is an honor to serve as co-chair of the
Congressional Caucus on Taiwan and cele-
brate the thriving democracy in Taiwan. | ask
my colleagues to rise and join me in congratu-
lating Taiwan on this anniversary of its Double
Ten National Day.

———

RECOGNIZING MENTAL HEALTH
AWARENESS MONTH

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 24, 2013

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, mental health is
a core part of our overall wellness. A commit-
ment to a positive state of mental health is an
essential part of keeping happy and healthy. |
applaud the efforts of our nation’s mental
health advocates who are working hard to pro-
mote National Mental Health Awareness
Week. Serious emotional and mental health
disorders are real and treatable—and aware-
ness is what makes that treatment possible.

Our need to address mental health affects
every family. There are so many individuals
deeply in distress who need someone to reach
out to them. That is why | am a proud member
of the Congressional Mental Health Caucus, a
bi-partisan caucus dedicated to promoting
education and awareness of mental health
issues. We here in Congress need to do our
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part to reduce the stigma surrounding those
who are suffering, as well as increasing the
availability of mental health services to people
who need them.

However, real mental health care starts at
home. There are tragic losses that may never
have occurred, if certain individuals had better
resources to improving their mental health. If
friends and families were better able to recog-
nize symptoms of mental distress and act to
help their loved ones in need, we could pre-
vent certain incidents that cause great harm to
the individual and to the society-at-large. The
support of one’s community can be paramount
in helping to improve the mental health of our
nation.

| commend the outstanding work of our
community organizations in addressing this
problem. Organizations such as the Union
Settlement Association, and their Johnson
Counseling Center have served the Harlem
area since 1895 and promote treatment and
awareness for New Yorkers suffering from
psychological distress. Other groups such as
the New York State Coalition for Children’s
Mental Health Services, the New York Mental
Health Assessment Partnership, and the Chil-
dren’s Aid Society can all serve as models to
us for the future. | encourage everyone to sup-
port such groups’ efforts so that they can bet-
ter serve our communities, and do away with
any stigma attached to acknowledging a dis-
order and seeking help.”

———

COMMEMORATING THE 30TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF INFANT TODDLER
FAMILY DAY CARE

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 24, 2013

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate the 30th Anniversary of Infant Tod-
dler Family Day Care. Founded in 1983 by
Phyllis Cassell and lleene Hoffman, Infant
Toddler Family Day Care (ITFDC) is now run
by Phyllis’s daughter, Wynne Busman. This
501-(c)(3) non-profit corporation serves the
early education needs of parents and children
throughout Northern Virginia. ITFDC connects
families with licensed professional early child
care educators who provide high quality family
child care in private home settings.

This network of caregivers and educators is
committed to the principle that learning begins
at birth and the understanding that experi-
ences in the first years of a child’s life strongly
influence their development into productive,
well-adjusted adults. The ITFDC model pro-
motes the development of long term relation-
ships between the caregivers and the children
in each small, mixed age group, greatly bene-
fiting each child. This environment nurtures
the cognitive, emotional, and social skills nec-
essary for school and beyond.

ITFDC has also committed itself to raising
the standards of professionalism for the early
child care and education workforce. It encour-
ages teachers to pursue the Career Studies
Certificate and/or the Child Development As-
sociate credential and provides guidance to
those who seek to open their own licensed
child care businesses. Some providers in the
ITFDC network participate in the USDA Child
Care Food Program which helps make sure
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children in need receive the healthy meals
they need to be ready to learn. Finally,
through the Navy/Marine Respite Program,
ITFDC administers professional respite care
services to Navy and Marine Corp families
who need critical time to schedule appoint-
ments, meet other obligations they have or
take a break knowing their children with spe-
cial medical or behavioral needs are being
cared for by trained providers.

ITFDC’s longevity is a testament to the ef-
fectiveness of its philosophy and its programs,
and to its first-rate reputation among parents
and educators.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating ITFDC on 30 years of suc-
cess and thanking the many caregivers who
have participated in its programs years for
their efforts in caring for our most precious re-
source.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 24, 2013

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | was
absent due to the passing of a close friend
and was not present for rollcall votes on
Wednesday, October 23, 2013. Had | been
present, | would have voted in this manner:

Ordering the Previous Question—H.R. 3080,
the Water Resources Reform and Develop-
ment Act of 2013: “no.”

H. Res. 385, Rule Providing Consideration
of H.R. 3080, the Water Resources Reform
and Development Act of 2013: “no.”

Amendments to H.R. 3080—No. 2. Reps.
Peter A. DeFazio, Earl Blumenauer, Sheila
Jackson Lee, Et al.: “yes”; No. 3. Rep. Bill
Flores: “no”; #6. Rep. Alcee L. Hastings: “no”;
and No. 16. Reps. Cedric L. Richmond and
Steve Scalise: “no.”

Final Passage of H.R. 3080—The Water
Resources Reform and Development Act:
“yes.”

Journal Vote: “yes.”

———

COMMEMORATING THE 60TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE KOREAN WAR
ARMISTICE

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 24, 2013

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate the 60th anniversary of the Korean
War Armistice and to thank the men and
women who served in uniform, as well as
commend the members of the Korean War
Veterans Association and the National Unifica-
tion Advisory Council (Washington Chapter)
for their efforts on behalf of the veterans of the
Korean War and their families.

More than 1.7 million Americans served in
Korea during the 3-year war and more than
44,000 never returned home. Racial integra-
tion efforts in the U.S. military began during
the Korean War, where more than 100,000 Af-
rican Americans fought in integrated units for
the first time. Twenty-one other countries from
the United Nations also supplied assistance to
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