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I want to thank President Barack Obama for 

weighing in on this issue just last week and I 
hope NFL Commissioner Goodell will seriously 
pursue this matter. If Commissioner Goodell 
feels that if the name were offending one per-
son, we should listen, listen to the leaders of 
the National Congress of American Indians the 
oldest and largest organization which Native 
American Indians that represents the vast ma-
jority of some 5.2 million Native American Indi-
ans today. 

I also want to thank Mr. Ray Halbritter, lead-
er of the Oneida Indian Nation, Ms. Suzan 
Harjo a member of the Cheyenne and 
Hodugee Muscogee tribes, Ms. Amanda 
Blackhorse from the Navajo Nation, former 
U.S. Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell and 
members of our Native American Congres-
sional Caucus for raising this issue of not 
using this derogatory racial slur the word ‘‘red-
skin’’. 

Again, it is time for NFL Commissioner 
Roger Goodell and the NFL to do the right 
thing and take steps to end the use of a de-
rogatory name for the NFL franchise in our na-
tion’s capital. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE TROY AREA 
TEA PARTY 

HON. KERRY L. BENTIVOLIO 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, October 14, 2013 

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the Troy Area Tea Party of Oak-
land County, Michigan, who like so many 
grass-root organizations throughout our coun-
try have diligently educated our citizens on 
various public issues facing us today. Exer-
cising their Constitutional right to peacefully 
assemble and in many cases petition their 
government for a redress of grievances in 
support of the restoration of liberty, not in re-
stricting it; shrinking our bloated government, 
not expanding it; who want to reduce taxes, 
not raise them; abolish costly government pro-
grams, not create them; expose the abuses 
and oppressions of tyrannical dictates; and 
promote the freedom and independence of our 
citizens, not the interference of government in 
their lives; and observe the limited, enumer-
ated powers of our Constitution, not ignore 
them. 

Mr. Speaker, these truly American patriots 
of every cultural, religious and ethnic back-
ground have found a common cause in fight-
ing back today’s proliferating big government 
rules and regulations imposed by costly bloat-
ed government bureaucracies who are ac-
countable to no one at the expense of indi-
vidual rights. 

They are God-fearing, freedom-loving Amer-
icans who desire nothing more than to rein in 
big government’s tendency toward excessive 
coercion and the insidious spread of govern-
ment overreach. They question when the va-
lidity of laws and morality contradict each 
other. They desire nothing more than the ex-
tension of individual freedom in a Democracy 
that attaches all possible value to citizens 
rather than making each citizen a mere agent, 
a mere number; a Democracy that seeks 
equality in Liberty rather than in restraint and 
servitude. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a great political awak-
ening taking place in our country today, the 

roots of which are solid stock and American 
made; they are visionary individuals who un-
derstand the moral foundations of a Constitu-
tional Republic, the benefits of free markets, 
and individual liberty. May they continue to 
strive valiantly and dare greatly. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few short minutes to give this testimony in 
support of a truly American grass-roots organi-
zation. 
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IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF DR. 
CLAUDE ROBERT PLATTE 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 14, 2013 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of Dr. Claude Robert 
Platte, a man who dedicated his life in service 
of his family, community and nation. Dr. Platte 
grew up in Fort Worth, Texas where he at-
tended James E. Guinn elementary and grad-
uated from Fort Worth’s historic I.M. Terrell 
High School. Mr. Platte went on to Tuskegee 
Institute where he received a Degree in Me-
chanical engineering with a Minor in Aero-
nautics. 

Dr. Platte joined the military where he was 
assigned to the 301st Fighter Squadron. Dr. 
Platte served as primary flight instructor, train-
ing over 400 blacks to solo and fly PT13s, 
PT17s and PT19s. The pilots he trained 
amassed an unmatched military record as 
fighter pilots. He broke racial and educational 
barriers in the military as the first black officer 
to be trained and commissioned in the newly 
reopened Air Force Pilot Training Program. He 
was trained at Randolph Field AFB Texas. He 
retired from the Air Force with the rank of 
Captain in 1965 after 18 years of service. 

After his military service, Dr. Platte contin-
ued his work in the community as a Member 
of Guardianship Services, an organization that 
supplies court appointed guardians for people 
in need, and the Knights of St. Peter Claver 
Court 89, a Catholic organization that provides 
community services nationwide. 

He was Founder of the DFW Tuskegee Air-
men Chapter established in May 2005 to pro-
vide educational assistance to youth. Dr. 
Platte along with other Original Tuskegee Air-
men traveled around the world sharing their 
story with children, inspiring them to reach 
their goals. In 2008 the Claude R. Platte Fu-
ture Pilots Flight School was established to 
continue the legacy of all of the Tuskegee Air-
men by teaching different aspects of aviation 
which includes flying, building, designing and 
maintaining aircraft to the youth. 

Dr. Claude R. Platte received several hon-
ors for his service. He received the Good Con-
duct Medal and Service in The European War 
Medal while in the military. On February 23, 
2006 he received an Honorary Doctorate in 
Public Service from Tuskegee University. On 
March 29, 2007 he was awarded the Congres-
sional Gold Medal by the President of the 
United States for his service to the country as 
an Original Tuskegee Airmen. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues please join me 
in honor and remembrance of Dr. Claude Rob-
ert Platte whose kind spirit and dedicated 
service touched many lives. He is survived by 
his wife Erma Bonner Platte; stepson Alfred 

M. Williams; Marie Platte Godsey; cousins, 
Edwina Higgins and Lois Platte, Nathaniel 
George Hagler, Dr. Nathaniel G. and Royace 
Hagler, Jr. and the Rev. Gaylan Hagler; 
nieces Alyssa Godsey, Ginger Platte, Attral 
and Arwa Platte, Jr., Gary Platte; sister in law 
Johanna McCully Bonner; and a host of great 
nieces, great nephews, other relatives and 
friends. I offer my condolences and deepest 
sympathy to his wife and family. May he rest 
in peace. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE RATTLE 
WITH US TEA PARTY 

HON. KERRY L. BENTIVOLIO 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 14, 2013 

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the Rattle with Us Tea Party of 
Plymouth, Michigan who like so many grass- 
root organizations throughout our country have 
diligently educated our citizens on various 
public issues facing us today. Exercising their 
Constitutional right to peacefully assemble and 
in many cases petition their government for a 
redress of grievances in support of the res-
toration of liberty, not in restricting it; shrinking 
our bloated government, not expanding it; who 
want to reduce taxes, not raise them; abolish 
costly government programs, not create them; 
expose the abuses and oppressions of tyran-
nical dictates; and promote the freedom and 
independence of our citizens, not the inter-
ference of government in their lives; and ob-
serve the limited, enumerated powers of our 
Constitution, not ignore them. 

Mr. Speaker, these truly American patriots 
of every cultural, religious and ethnic back-
ground have found a common cause in fight-
ing back today’s proliferating big government 
rules and regulations imposed by costly bloat-
ed government bureaucracies who are ac-
countable to no one at the expense of indi-
vidual rights. 

They are God-fearing, freedom-loving Amer-
icans who desire nothing more than to rein in 
big government’s tendency toward excessive 
coercion and the insidious spread of govern-
ment overreach. They question when the va-
lidity of laws and morality contradict each 
other. They desire nothing more than the ex-
tension of individual freedom in a Democracy 
that attaches all possible value to citizens 
rather than making each citizen a mere agent, 
a mere number; a Democracy that seeks 
equality in Liberty rather than in restraint and 
servitude. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a great political awak-
ening taking place in our country today, the 
roots of which are solid stock and American 
made; they are visionary individuals who un-
derstand the moral foundations of a Constitu-
tional Republic, the benefits of free markets, 
and individual liberty. May they continue to 
strive valiantly and dare greatly. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few short minutes to give this testimony in 
support of a truly American grass-roots organi-
zation. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 14, 2013 

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today regarding two missed votes on Oc-
tober 12, 2013. Had I been present for rollcall 
545, expressing the sense of the House of 
Representatives regarding certain provisions 
of the Senate amendment to H.R. 2642 relat-
ing to the Secretary of Agriculture’s adminis-
tration of tariff-rate quotas for raw and refined 
sugar offered by Mr. PITTS of Pennsylvania, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall 546, on the motion to instruct con-
ferees offered by Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota 
to H.R. 2609, the Federal Agriculture Reform 
and Risk Management Act, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE LAKES AREA 
TEA PARTY 

HON. KERRY L. BENTIVOLIO 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 14, 2013 

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the Lakes Area Tea Party of 
Commerce, Michigan who like so many grass- 
root organizations throughout our country have 
diligently educated our citizens on various 
public issues facing us today. Exercising their 
Constitutional right to peacefully assemble and 
in many cases petition their government for a 
redress of grievances in support of the res-
toration of liberty, not in restricting it; shrinking 
our bloated government, not expanding it; who 
want to reduce taxes, not raise them; abolish 
costly government programs, not create them; 
expose the abuses and oppressions of tyran-
nical dictates; and promote the freedom and 
independence of our citizens, not the inter-
ference of government in their lives; and ob-
serve the limited, enumerated powers of our 
Constitution, not ignore them. 

Mr. Speaker, these truly American patriots 
of every cultural, religious and ethnic back-
ground have found a common cause in fight-
ing back today’s proliferating big government 
rules and regulations imposed by costly bloat-
ed government bureaucracies who are ac-
countable to no one at the expense of indi-
vidual rights. 

They are God-fearing, freedom-loving Amer-
icans who desire nothing more than to rein in 
big government’s tendency toward excessive 
coercion and the insidious spread of govern-
ment overreach. They question when the va-
lidity of laws and morality contradict each 
other. They desire nothing more than the ex-
tension of individual freedom in a Democracy 
that attaches all possible value to citizens 
rather than making each citizen a mere agent, 
a mere number; a Democracy that seeks 
equality in Liberty rather than in restraint and 
servitude. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a great political awak-
ening taking place in our country today, the 
roots of which are solid stock and American 
made; they are visionary individuals who un-
derstand the moral foundations of a Constitu-
tional Republic, the benefits of free markets, 

and individual liberty. May they continue to 
strive valiantly and dare greatly. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few short minutes to give this testimony in 
support of a truly American grass-roots organi-
zation. 

f 

IN OPPOSITION TO THE REPUB-
LICAN PIECEMEAL BILLS TO 
FUND THE GOVERNMENT 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 14, 2013 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I continue to 
oppose the Republican piecemeal bills to fund 
the government. While I support funding the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Bureau of Indian 
Education, and the Indian Health Service 
(IHS), the bill provides less than 50% of the 
funding that Tribes receive from the Federal 
Government. Native American tribes and fami-
lies will not have services restored for the 
USDA’s Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations, HUD’s Native American Hous-
ing Block Grant, law enforcement programs 
under the Violence Against Women Act, and 
other critical education and environmental pro-
grams across the government that this legisla-
tion does not fund. I continue to stand ready 
to vote for a clean continuing resolution to end 
the Republican Shutdown and fund the entire 
Federal Government. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE INDEPEND-
ENCE TEA PARTY OF WATER-
FORD, MICHIGAN 

HON. KERRY L. BENTIVOLIO 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 14, 2013 

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the Independence Tea Party of 
Waterford, Michigan who like so many grass- 
root organizations throughout our country have 
diligently educated our citizens on various 
public issues facing us today. Exercising their 
Constitutional right to peacefully assemble and 
in many cases petition their government for a 
redress of grievances in support of the res-
toration of liberty, not in restricting it; shrinking 
our bloated government, not expanding it; who 
want to reduce taxes, not raise them; abolish 
costly government programs, not create them; 
expose the abuses and oppressions of tyran-
nical dictates; and promote the freedom and 
independence of our citizens, not the inter-
ference of government in their lives; and ob-
serve the limited, enumerated powers of our 
Constitution, not ignore them. 

Mr. Speaker, these truly American patriots 
of every cultural, religious and ethnic back-
ground have found a common cause in fight-
ing back today’s proliferating big government 
rules and regulations imposed by costly bloat-
ed government bureaucracies who are ac-
countable to no one at the expense of indi-
vidual rights. 

They are God-fearing, freedom-loving Amer-
icans who desire nothing more than to rein in 
big government’s tendency toward excessive 
coercion and the insidious spread of govern-

ment overreach. They question when the va-
lidity of laws and morality contradict each 
other. They desire nothing more than the ex-
tension of individual freedom in a Democracy 
that attaches all possible value to citizens 
rather than making each citizen a mere agent, 
a mere number; a Democracy that seeks 
equality in Liberty rather than in restraint and 
servitude. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a great political awak-
ening taking place in our country today, the 
roots of which are solid stock and American 
made; they are visionary individuals who un-
derstand the moral foundations of a Constitu-
tional Republic, the benefits of free markets, 
and individual liberty. May they continue to 
strive valiantly and dare greatly. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few short minutes to give this testimony in 
support of a truly American grass-roots organi-
zation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, October 14, 2013 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, during 
rollcall 546 on the Peterson Motion to Instruct 
on H.R. 2642, the Federal Agriculture Reform 
and Risk Management Act of 2013, my vote 
was incorrectly recorded as ‘‘aye.’’ I intended 
to vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE 
‘‘SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE RE-
PUBLICANS’’ OF MICHIGAN 

HON. KERRY L. BENTIVOLIO 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, October 14, 2013 

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the ‘‘Schoolcraft College Repub-
licans’’ of Michigan, who like so many organi-
zations throughout our country have diligently 
educated our citizens on various public issues 
facing us today. Exercising their Constitutional 
right to peacefully assemble and in many 
cases petition their government for a redress 
of grievances in support of the restoration of 
liberty, not in restricting it; shrinking our bloat-
ed government, not expanding it; who want to 
reduce taxes, not raise them; abolish costly 
government programs, not create them; ex-
pose the abuses and oppressions of tyrannical 
dictates; and promote the freedom and inde-
pendence of our citizens, not the interference 
of government in their lives; and observe the 
limited, enumerated powers of our Constitu-
tion, not ignore them. 

Mr. Speaker, these truly American patriots 
of every cultural, religious and ethnic back-
ground have found a common cause in fight-
ing back today’s proliferating big government 
rules and regulations imposed by costly bloat-
ed government bureaucracies who are ac-
countable to no one at the expense of indi-
vidual rights. 

They are God-fearing, freedom-loving Amer-
icans who desire nothing more than to rein in 
big government’s tendency toward excessive 
coercion and the insidious spread of govern-
ment overreach. They question when the va-
lidity of laws and morality contradict each 
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