E1484

Church doors opened 175 years ago, St.
Peter's has always been a place that the
Phoenixville community could look to for sup-
port and assistance in times of need.

Mr. Speaker, in honor of its 175th anniver-
sary, | ask that my colleagues join me today
in recognizing St. Peter's Episcopal Church,
Phoenixville, Chester County, Pennsylvania,
and its long and storied heritage of worship,
fellowship, and community service.

IN TRIBUTE TO HAROLD SHARP
HON. DAVID SCHWEIKERT

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mr. Harold Sharp for his 44
years and 3 months of dedicated government
service. Arizona is in sincere gratitude for the
assistance, guidance, and leadership you
have provided for the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration for so many years.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE
NATIONAL DAY OF TAIWAN

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of 102nd anniver-
sary of National Day for the Republic of China,
commonly known as Taiwan.

October 10th, or Double Ten Day, as it is
better known in Taiwan, commemorates the
first day of the Chinese Revolution, which
overthrew the Qing Dynasty and lead to the
founding of the Republic of China on January
1, 1912.

National Day is celebrated throughout the
island of Taiwan and in many Chinese-Amer-
ican communities here in the U.S., including in
my hometown of Houston, Texas. National
Day is commonly celebrated with large pa-
rades, entertainment and folk performances,
fireworks, and recognition of Sun Yat-sen, the
first president and founding father of the Re-
public of China.

It is important that this chamber and Amer-
ican people join the Republic of China and the
Chinese-American community in celebrating
this day. The Republic of China was an impor-
tant ally to the United States in World War I
and the Cold War and has continued to be
one of our country’s biggest partners in peace
and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific Region.

Today, Taiwan and the United States enjoy
a dynamic trading relationship in both goods
and services. Taiwan was the 11th largest
U.S. trading partner in 2012 and is a major in-
novator and producer of information tech-
nology products. Taiwan is an important mar-
ket for our Nation’s agriculture, chemicals, and
semiconductor industries.

In 1996, Taiwan became the first Chinese
democracy in the world when it held its first di-
rect presidential elections and had held suc-
cessful presidential elections every four years
since then and acts as an important example
that democracy can flourish for the Chinese
people on both sides of the Taiwan Straits.
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America should continue its strong support
for the people of Taiwan and we can do this
by supporting Taiwan’s entrance into inter-
national and multilateral organizations and
agreements. Earlier this year, this House
passed legislation supporting Taiwan’s en-
trance into the International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization. Mr. Speaker, | encourage this
chamber to continue to vote on similar legisla-
tion, voice the American people’s support for
a prosperous and democratic Taiwan, and
congratulate Taiwan on its National Day.

———

HONORING THE CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION OF I.C. NORCOM
HIGH SCHOOL IN PORTSMOUTH,
VIRGINIA

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Centennial Celebration of
I.C. Norcom High School, located in Ports-
mouth, Virginia. This weekend, members of
the 1.C. Norcom High School Alumni Associa-
tion, Inc. are gathering for a parade and ban-
quet celebration honoring their alma mater’s
100th anniversary.

I.C. Norcom High School was founded as
the High Street School in 1913 as the first
high school for black students in Portsmouth.
The school was originally located in the True
Reformers Building at 915 High Street and
graduated its first class of just nine students in
June 1915. After the end of World War |, the
school was relocated to a facility at the corner
of Chestnut and South Street and again in
1920 to the corner of Chestnut and Clifford
Street. In 1937, the school relocated to a larg-
er building nearby, sharing the facility with
George Peabody Elementary School. Sixteen
years later in 1953, a new facility was built at
the cost of 2 million dollars on Turnpike Road,
to honor the legacy of its first supervising prin-
cipal, Israel Charles Norcom. In 1998, the
school relocated to its present location, a new,
state-of-the-art facility located at 1801 London
Boulevard.

The school carries the name of the pioneer
educator Israel Charles (“I.C.”) Norcom, who
was born in Edenton, North Carolina on Sep-
tember 21, 1856. Norcom attended Yale Pre-
paratory School in Connecticut, graduated
from Andover Preparatory School in Massa-
chusetts, and studied at both Yale and Har-
vard Universities. He also took courses at
Howard University, Hampton Institute (now
Hampton University) and the University of Vir-
ginia. Norcom taught for several years in Bed-
ford County, Virginia before relocating to
Portsmouth in the 1880s. Norcom served as a
teacher and supervising principal until his
death in 1916. Norcom was described as a
pioneer educator, civic leader, churchman,
businessman, fraternalist, guidance counselor
and an outstanding citizen. It has been said
that Norcom guided with unmatched intel-
ligence, wisdom and greatly expanded the
educational opportunities for young African
Americans in Portsmouth.

Norcom’s successors have faithfully carried
on his tradition. William E. Riddick served as
principal of the High Street School until 1942.
William E. Waters followed Mr. Riddick as
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principal from 1942 to 1966. Mr. Waters built
on Norcom’s educational methods and tailored
the school's operations to meet the special
needs of its students. Waters was so proud of
1.C. Norcom High School that he often claimed
that it was the best high school in the South.
Albert T. Edwards succeeded Waters as prin-
cipal in 1966 for 14 vyears. By then the
school’s total enrollment exceeded 1,900 stu-
dents for a facility built to only accommodate
1,400 students. Since Edwards’ retirement,
many more have committed themselves to en-
hancing the educational opportunities of I.C.
Norcom’s students. These principals include
Mr. Eugene Blair, Mr. Lindell Wallace, Mr.
Vernon Randall, Dr. DeWayne F. Jeter, Jr.,
Mr. Walter Taylor, Jr., Mr. Timothy E. Johnson
(acting) and Ms. Lynn F. Briley. It was under
the tenure of Ms. Briley that I.C. Norcom’s
basketball team won both the 2010 and 2011
AAA Virginia state championship—something |
remember fondly having personally attended
many of those games. Today, Dr. Rosalynn
Sanderlin serves as principal of I.C. Norcom
High School and continues the tradition of ex-
cellence set by her predecessors.

The world has changed dramatically since
I.C. Norcom High School’s founding in 1913.
But one thing has not, and that is the commit-
ment of the faculty and staff to ensuring that
every student that enters the doors of I.C.
Norcom has every opportunity to succeed,
graduate and go onto college or into the work-
force. | commend the Mighty Greyhounds on
their Centennial Celebration and 100 years of
educating the young men and women of
Portsmouth. They have so much to be proud
of and so much to celebrate.

———

HONORING AN AMERICAN HERO:
SFC CEDRIC KING

HON. RENEE L. ELLMERS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor one of North Carolina’s most heroic
sons: Airborne Ranger SFC Cedric King of
The United States Army.

On July 25, while out on patrol during his
third tour, SFC King nearly lost his life in an
IED explosion in Azickzia Afghanistan. After
losing both of his legs and sustaining numer-
ous other life-threatening injuries, Cedric has
in so many ways come back from the dead. In
just a few months, he has come so far and so
fast it is beyond words. With the help of his
lovely wife Khieda, and his two beautiful
daughters Amari and Khamya, he charges for-
ward each day towards recovery. He is also
an instructor and pathfinder graduate Ranger.

Mr. Speaker, | submit this poem, penned in
his honor by Albert Carey Caswell.

IF I WERE KING
(By Albert Carey Caswell)

If. . .IwereKing . . .
I'd be one splendid thing!
I'd be the one to freedom bring!
If I were King!
I'd wear that uniform . . .
of such brave hearts who walk with hearts so

very bold and warm!
Who are Airborne!
And I'd be a Ranger who freedom so forms!
As over the enemy I so swarm!
If I were King . . .
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To bring hailing down upon our enemy,

such a most magnificent deadly force all at
light speeds!

And if I were King,

I'd be an American Hero from who freedom
so breathes . . .

All with that is so inside of me!

And so live by such a creed,

and so march off to war to such places where
angels so fear to be!

To so say what must so be said!

To do what must so be done!

If I were King!

I'd so sing what must so be sung!

If I were King

I'd be a United States Ranger . . .

Who would so laugh at danger . . .

Who mountains can so climb!

All for love of country so sublime!

For only the few can so say!

That they so wear that beret . . .

Who with all of my most courageous Broth-
ers In Arms,

have so watched our Brother’s blood so run
as they died that day!

With tears in eyes as their fine lives are now
so done,

as he’d kneel and pray!

And if were King,

as an Airborne Ranger over evil I would so
reign!

For Rangers lead in all things!

And if I were King,

all for God and Country I would have so bled!

For in history Rangers have always led!

As its life and death in what is said!

And if I were King,

I would have given up my two strong legs,

as from out of the darkness armed but with
only my courage and faith!

To so awake from such harm!

As my tears so brake,

as my heart so tells me to somehow move on!

As with each new day,

I.must wade through such pain and heart-
ache formed . . .

With the help of a great wife Khieda who
stands by her man so very warm!
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And my two beautiful daughters Amari and
Khamya,
who lovingly call out my name each morning

If I were King!

And though my task is great . . .

These new giant steps I would now so
take . . .

For time for no man so waits . . .

And pity will only weak hearts so create!

So wipe all of your tears away . . .

As I stand here much more than a man on
this very day!

As my strides have gotten stronger and
much more great!

Look at me,

because I'm Airborne as it’s up out ahead
you’ll find me leading the way!

To So Teach You!

To So Beseech You!

To So Reach You and All Of Your Hearts
This Day!

As Hero I was not trying to be,

but this is what my Lord God has so made
me. . .

So get out of my way!

For I've got mountains to so climb!

And hearts to so heal all in my time!

And I've got Blue Skies up ahead of me . . .

When, I g0 back home to my most beloved
Carolina someday!

If I were King how proud I would so be . . .

In life,

most people never reach so high!

And jump so heroically from the skies!

Who are Rangers who are Airborne,

all so selflessly to so live and die!

And so live by such a heroic creed,

ith but such tears in eyes!

And so bury their dead up on high!

For its far . .. far better to live a noble
life . . .

Than, just to do the ride!

Better, to give up your strong fine legs . . .

Then, in the end so wish somehow better
choices you had made!

And die with such regret as you so ask your-
self,
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what did I do all in my life?

For I'd much rather live like a King,

and know that my life had meaning in every
way!

Then die just marking time day after day!

If I were King!

I'd hold my head up high until my dying
days!

Knowing full well,

what to this world I gave!

For in life,

only a few Kings so lead the way!

If I were King,

heaven would me await.

———

NATIONAL DAY OF THE REPUBLIC
OF CHINA, COMMONLY KNOWN
AS TAIWAN

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 10, 2013

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the National Day of the Republic of
China, commonly known as Taiwan. National
Day commemorates the beginning of the
Wouchang Uprising in 1911, which led to the
establishment of Taiwan.

Taiwan has been a friend of the United
States and a shining example of democracy in
the Asian-Pacific Region. They share our val-
ues and respect for human rights, freedom,
and a market-based economy. Taiwan is a
key trading partner and trusted ally. The rela-
tionship between our two countries continues
to grow along with the cultural and economic
benefits it creates.

| am pleased to recognize Taiwan’s National
Day and voice my support for our nations’
continued friendship.
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