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Federal building in the intervening years. That
said, we must do more to ensure that Federal
buildings are secure and that the Federal Pro-
tective Service can effectively fulfill its mission.
Enactment of my legislation will bring about
long-overdue and necessary reforms and help
FPS become the agency that Congress envi-
sioned and the American people deserve.

HONORING CONNOR JAMES DERRY
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Connor James
Derry. Connor is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 314,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Connor has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Connor has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned 33 merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community. Most notably, Connor
has led his troop in various positions including
Patrol Leader, has earned the rank of Warrior
in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say and is a Brother-
hood Member in the Order of the Arrow. Con-
nor has also contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project. Connor led a
team of 15 scouts in removing and recon-
structing a swing set at Hillcrest Transitional
Housing in Kansas City, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Connor James Derry for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE ACCESS TO
BIRTH CONTROL (ABC) ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2013

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, today | am proud to introduce
the Access to Birth Control (ABC) Act with my
colleagues DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, JOHN
CONYERS, JR, GWEN MOORE, DAVID CICILLINE,
BARBARA LEE, CHELLIE PINGREE, JANICE HAHN,
SAM FARR, CHARLES RANGEL, JERROLD NAD-
LER, KEITH ELLISON, DIANA DEGETTE, JAMES
MORAN, RUSH HOLT, and SCOTT PETERS. Spe-
cial thanks go to Senator FRANK LAUTENBERG
for introducing the Senate version of the bill.

This legislation ensures women’s timely ac-
cess to basic, preventative health care and
ensures that women of age will not be denied
birth control or emergency contraception by
their pharmacist. The ABC Act also requires
pharmacies to help a woman obtain medica-
tion by her preferred method if the requested
product is not in stock and protects women
from being intimidated when requesting con-
traception.

Family planning is central to women’s basic
health care. Thanks to the Affordable Care Act
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women can receive contraceptive coverage
and other preventative services without a
copay. While this is great news to the millions
of women using some form of birth control,
barriers to contraceptive access still persist.
According to the National Women’s Law Cen-
ter, at least 24 states across the country have
reported incidents where pharmacists have re-
fused to fill prescriptions for birth control or
provide emergency contraception to individ-
uals who do not require a prescription. Fur-
thermore, six states permit refusals without
patient protections such as requirements to
refer or transfer prescriptions and seven states
allow refusals but prohibit pharmacists from
obstructing patient access to medication.

Denying contraception to women represents
an erosion of a woman'’s constitutional right of
access to contraception and a threat to wom-
en’s basic health care. Access is especially
important for women living in rural areas who
may not have multiple pharmacies near them
and low-income women who lack the re-
sources to find an alternative pharmacy in the
appropriate time frame.

The use of birth control is widespread, with
99 percent of women having used contracep-
tives at some point in their life. Now that insur-
ance plans are required to cover birth control,
Congress must act to make sure that women
receive timely access to both prescription and
over the counter contraception at the phar-
macy counter.

———

TRIBUTE TO TURKISH AMBAS-
SADOR NAMIK TAN AND TURK-
ISH EMBASSY

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2013

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, in the early
30’s the Turkish Embassy began a journey to
heal racial integration through jazz in our Na-
tion’s Capital. Today, | wish to pay tribute to
the continuing efforts of Turkish Ambassador
Namik Tan and the Turkish Embassy for
proudly telling this great story of racial integra-
tion in Washington, DC’s history. This story in-
volves an intriguing combination of jazz music,
a foreign embassy, and race relations in the
Nation’s Capital in the 1930s and 1940s.

In 1934, Mehmet Munir Ertegun was named
Turkish Ambassador to the United States. He
moved to Washington with his family, including
his sons Ahmet and Nesuhi, who were then
17 and 11 years old, respectively. Ahmet
would eventually become the founder of Atlan-
tic Records, while Nesuhi would run the Atlan-
tic Records jazz department, producing al-
bums for such legendary figures as John
Coltrane, Ray Charles, Bobby Darin, and Ro-
berta Flack.

In those early years after moving to the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Ertegun brothers be-
came active in the local jazz scene and even-
tually invited local performers to the Embassy
for what would later be described by a 1943
Newspaper article as “Washington’s most fa-
mous private jam sessions.” In a 1979 inter-
view with the Washington Post, Nesuhi de-
scribed the mindset behind these sessions,
“You can’t imagine how segregated Wash-
ington was at that time. Blacks and whites
couldn’t sit together in most places. So we put
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on concerts . . . Jazz was our weapon for so-
cial action.”

Despite the complaints from certain “out-
raged southern senators” to the Turkish Am-
bassador, the jam sessions at the Embassy
continued for several years, playing to a ra-
cially diverse audience and featuring such per-
formers as Johnny Hodges, Harry Carney, and
Barney Bigard from the Duke Ellington Band,
Lester Young, Benny Carter, Meade Lux
Lewis, Leadbelly, members of the Count Basie
band, and many others.

To commemorate this tradition, the Turkish
Embassy initiated the Ertegun Jazz Series in
March, 2011, and has hosted ten perform-
ances since that time that have featured both
up-and-coming artists and well-established
performers such as Roy Hargrove and Jona-
than Batiste. This series will continue in 2013
with a concert on February 26th at the Em-
bassy. As we celebrate Black History Month,
| wish to congratulate Ambassador Tan and
the Turkish Embassy for recognizing the im-
portant role that Ahmet and Nesuhi Ertegun
played in advancing racial integration and
bringing jazz music to the world.

HONORING MR. VYRLE DAVIS

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2013

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and accomplishments
of Mr. Vyrle Davis. His contributions to edu-
cation and social reform in the Tampa Bay
community and throughout the state of Florida
are worthy of recognition by all.

Mr. Davis, a native of the Tampa Bay com-
munity, attended Florida Agricultural and Me-
chanical University, before beginning his
teaching career at 16th Street Elementary and
Junior High School in 1960. Inspired by both
his grandfather, a teacher who established the
first school for African-American children in
Jackson County, and his mother, who taught
African-American students in a one-room
schoolhouse within the Citrus Park community,
Mr. Davis broke both racial and social barriers
within his profession.

In 1971, Mr. Davis was named assistant
principal at Gibbs High School and two years
later he became principal at St. Petersburg
High School. In 1986, he overcame countless
obstacles to become Pinellas County’s first Af-
rican-American superintendent, a position he
held for nine years.

Mr. Davis was also an advocate for social
reform. In 1984, he established the Ebony
Scholars program, providing institutional and
financial support to high-achieving African-
American students. Not only did Mr. Davis
participate in raising money for his organiza-
tion, he also contributed a significant amount
of his own time and money. To date, the pro-
gram has allocated over $500,000 to students.

By 1990, Mr. Davis had left an indelible
mark by reforming the role of African-Ameri-
cans in political office. He founded multiple or-
ganizations, such as the African-American
Voters Registration and Education Committee,
that advanced both the political and edu-
cational causes of African Americans. He
formed a coalition of other activists, whose
mission was to help minorities attain elected
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positions within their neighborhoods. Specifi-
cally, he played a momentous role in the cam-
paign of Mary Brown, a woman who became
the first elected African-American Pinellas
County School Board member.

Although he was diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s disease in 2004, he never let his illness
deter him from doing that which he truly loved.
He was admired by the Tampa Bay commu-
nity, and those who knew him, revered him.

As | join with Mr. Davis’s family and friends
in mourning the passing of an outstanding in-
dividual, | know they are incredibly proud of
the contributions he has made to the Tampa
Bay area. The entire Pinellas County commu-
nity honors and remembers the 76 year life of
Vyrle Davis. Mr. Vyrle Davis molded the lives
of generations of students through his dedica-
tion to education and to the community as a
whole. His example will continue to live
through those that worked with him and those
who learned from him. | ask that you and all
Americans recognize such a remarkable cit-
izen for his service to our community and our
State.

———

HONORING ROBERT “BOB”
ABRAMSON OS SONOMA COUNTY,
CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today along with my colleague Con-
gressman JARED HUFFMAN to recognize and
honor the life and tremendous social contribu-
tions of my late friend, Mr. Robert “Bob”
Abramson of Sonoma County, California.

Mr. Abramson was an exemplary and up-
standing member of his community and a
longtime resident of the Northern California re-
gion. After his extraordinary, storied career as
a B—29 bomber pilot during WWII, flying as
many as 30 missions over the Pacific, he
would be decommissioned from the military in
1945.

He would go on to graduate from University
of California, Berkeley with a Masters in Phi-
losophy and Social Welfare. He then worked
as a parole officer in Oakland before taking a
job at the University of Southern California
through which he was stationed in Pakistan for
a program funded by the U.S. Agency for
International Development. This led to larger
diplomatic posts with the United Nations and
the World Bank.

Mr. Abramson cared deeply for his commu-
nity and the people in it. He was an open
book and loved talking to new people, always
looking to learn new things and always going
into every conversation with an open mind. He
was especially active with the World War Il Pi-
lots Association, the Prostate Cancer Support
Group and the Democratic Clubs of Petaluma
and Santa Rosa. He was liked by all who
knew him in the community.

Mr. Abramson never lost his love for inter-
national public service. Despite retirement and
an extremely active role in his local commu-
nity, he accepted special consulting contracts
in Maldives and Sri Lanka. He consistently
represented the American people with grace
and civility.

His family however, always came first. Mr.
Abramson is survived by his wife Barbara, his
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son Bruce, his daughter Julie Morrison, his
brother Albert, his sister Carol, and his four
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, Robert Abramson served his
country with distinction both as a member of
the armed services and as a civilian. He was
an active, vital member of his community and
it is therefore appropriate that we celebrate
and honor his life and committed service and
extend our deepest condolences to his friends,
family and community.

————

HONORING SPENCER HARRISON
GRANGER

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Spencer Harrison
Granger. Spencer is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 314,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Spencer has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Spencer has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned 33 merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community. Most notably, Spencer
has led his troop in various positions including
Patrol Leader, has earned the rank of Warrior
in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say and is a Brother-
hood Member in the Order of the Arrow.
Spencer has also contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project. Spencer
constructed nine disc golf tee boxes for a pub-
lic disc golf course at Fox Hill Elementary
School in Kansas City, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Spencer Harrison Granger for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

HONORING JERRY PRICE
HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2013

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Officer Jerry Price, an important figure
in Central Valley law enforcement, on the oc-
casion of his retirement.

Jerry graduated from the California Highway
Patrol Academy in 1983 and was assigned to
service in his hometown of Santa Ana. In
1986, he was transferred to Bakersfield where
he patrolled the eastern part of the city and
began aggressively seeking DUI drivers.

In 1988 Jerry transferred to Hanford, where
he served for 24 years. Jerry was appointed
the PAO/Court liaison in 1997 and held this
position until December of 2012.

Jerry was a member of the county’s first
gang task force established in 1998, where he
served as an Intelligence Agent.

Jerry has a passion for education and was
instrumental in the establishment of many
educational programs for local students. He is
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credited with reorganizing high school senior
ethics days in all local high schools and start-
ing “character conferences” in junior high
schools. He also helped launch “Every 15
Minutes” programs in high schools across
Kings County to educate young people about
the dangers of drunk driving.

Jerry enthusiastically spread this safety
message at Lemoore Navy Air Station for over
18 years. He led more than 550 safety pres-
entations for approximately 200,000 Navy per-
sonnel.

In addition to his CHP service, Jerry has
been heavily involved in numerous community
service commitments including Relay 4 Life,
the March of Dimes, and the Central California
“Battle of the Badges” Blood Drive. He has
coached several youth sports teams and
taught at Kings Christian High School, College
of the Sequoias, and West Hills College.

Most recently Jerry assisted the co-founders
in organizing the “Buckle Up for ltzy” Fest, an
event to raise seat belt safety awareness.

Jerry has mentored many local youths and
has dedicated his life to improving the safety
of the people of Central California. He has
given his time and effort to numerous non-
profits and charities over the decades. Please
join me in congratulating Mr. Price on his in-
valuable service to the Central Valley, as he
retires from the California Highway Patrol.

———

HAPPY 108TH BIRTHDAY, MISS
ROSE RUSH

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2013

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit these remarks in honor of Miss Rose
Rush of Clintwood, Virginia, who celebrated
her 108th birthday on Thursday, February 7.

Miss Rush was born in 1905 in the house
her father built in Dickenson County, the very
home she lives in today. She was valedic-
torian of her graduating class at Honaker High
School, and attended the University of Vir-
ginia, Emory and Henry College, my alma
mater, and she also attended Vanderbilt Uni-
versity so she could receive her teaching li-
cense.

Miss Rush taught various subjects in dif-
ferent school systems in Virginia until her re-
tirement. She didn’t rest for long, though—the
year after she “retired,” Miss Rush returned to
the classroom as a substitute teacher.

To this day, Miss Rush remains up to speed
on current events and politics. | have been
told Miss Rush is a huge fan of our political
system, and that she particularly enjoys voting
on the new voting machines.

She has never been seriously ill or hospital-
ized, nor has she been married or had chil-
dren. Some in Clintwood even say that’s the
secret to her longevity!

Miss Rush has been approached from time
to time for interviews or photos since she
turned 100. The Coalfield Progress notes that
she has refused them all, “stating with a
sense of humbleness that she has done noth-
ing to receive recognition.”

Well, here’s to Miss Rose Rush, and to her
family, friends, and students in Virginia whose
lives she changed. Happy 108th birthday, Miss
Rush.
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