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appointed by President Clinton as a Commis-
sioner on the National Commission on Librar-
ies and Information Science, where he served 
until 2005. 

His passion for Texas was only surpassed 
by his love for God, his family, his church, and 
Freemasonry of Texas. Jack was an active 
member of the First Baptist Church, not only 
in Vernon, Texas, where he spent most of his 
life, but also in Austin, Texas, the latter part of 
his life. 

Jack was a member for over fifty years and 
Past Master of Vernon Lodge #655, Vernon, 
Texas. He also belonged to University Lodge 
#1190, Austin, Texas, and the Texas Lodge of 
Research. He served the Grand Lodge of 
Texas as District Deputy Grand Master, Grand 
Orator, member of the Masonic Jurisprudence 
Committee, and was elected to serve as 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Texas in 
1972. 

Jack was also a Knight of the York Cross of 
Honor, a member of the Red Cross of Con-
stantine, and a Thirty Third Degree, Scottish 
Rite Mason, and served as the Sovereign 
Grand Inspector General of Texas. Jack was 
also a member of the Maskat Shrine, Wichita 
Falls, Texas, and served on the boards of the 
Scottish Rite Hospital in Dallas, Texas, and 
the Scottish Rite Dormitory at the University of 
Texas, Austin, Texas, and the Scottish Rite 
Education Association of Texas. 

Jack is survived by his wife, Colleen, and 
his three daughters, Ann Thornburg; Amy 
Brees; and Alison Suttle. 

With more than 50 years of public service, 
Jack Hightower will always be remembered for 
his selfless devotion to the people of his State 
and his country. Whether holding a position at 
a local, state, or national level, he always put 
the interests and considerations of his country 
above all else—the living embodiment of a 
public servant. He will surely be missed. 
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HONORING OUR GOLD STAR 
MOTHERS OF UTICA, NEW YORK 

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 27, 2013 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of this Nation’s Gold Star Mothers, es-
pecially those in New York State and in par-
ticular in New York’s 22nd Congressional Dis-
trict. 

It is fitting that we recognize the American 
Gold Star Mothers, whose sons and daughters 
have died in defense of the ideals of individual 
liberty. On Sunday, September 29, 2013, our 
Utica chapter will host its Gold Star Mother’s 
Day at 2 p.m. at the CPT George A. Wood 
Postal Facility at 100 Pitcher St. in Utica, New 
York. 

This day is made possible in large part due 
to the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 
944, which annually honors our Gold Star 
Mothers and families during this event com-
plete with Color Guards, a rifle salute, the 
singing of our national anthem, and a wreath- 
laying at Gold Star Mothers monument. 

Our Gold Star Mothers should be honored 
and offered respect and gratitude for their per-
sonal sacrifice. Gold Star Mother’s Day is in-
tended to honor women who deserve special 
recognition and gratitude for their tremendous 
personal loss on behalf of our country. 

During the early days of World War I, a Blue 
Star was used to represent each Soldier in 
military service of the United States, and as 
the war progressed and Soldiers were killed or 
wounded in combat or died from wounds or 
disease, a Gold Star superimposed over the 
Blue Star designated the loss of these individ-
uals. This tradition recognized Soldiers for 
their ultimate sacrifice to our country and the 
Gold Star offered families an outward symbol 
by which to honor the loss of a loved one. 

Our Gold Star Mothers serve as the 
strength and inspiration for this country. They 
are part of an exclusive group—one that no 
one ever hopes to belong. One can imagine 
that there is no pain more far-reaching or 
deeper than losing a child. 

While it’s not possible to ever find solace in 
losing a child, our Gold Star Mothers find com-
fort in the women standing beside them. Their 
hurt may be soothed by knowing the lives of 
their sons and daughters live on through them. 
Their children live not only in their hearts, but 
in the heart of this Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe to serve one’s coun-
try—particularly during times of war—is one of 
the most noble and selfless acts available to 
man. I urge all of my colleagues to appreciate 
the services rendered to the United States by 
the mothers of America who have strength-
ened and inspired our Nation throughout his-
tory. May we always honor the Gold Star 
Mothers of America for their courage and their 
strength. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF GENE RUDDY 
FOR RISKING HIS LIFE TO SAVE 
THE LIVES OF OTHERS 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 27, 2013 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Patrolman Gene Ruddy, whose 
heroic action saved the lives of at least eight 
people in Dunmore, Pennsylvania on Satur-
day, September 21, 2013. Patrolman Ruddy 
was on patrol just after 2:00 a.m. Saturday on 
Chestnut Street when he smelled smoke near-
by. He immediately searched the area near 
Chestnut and Drinker Street and looked for 
the source. He saw smoke coming from 113 
Chestnut Street, a building that housed five 
apartments and a business. 

As he approached the building, Patrolman 
Ruddy saw flames and he knew he needed to 
act quickly. He called 911 and ran into the 
building through a stairwell. Patrolman Ruddy 
went to the second-floor apartment that ap-
peared to be the source of the growing blaze. 
He yelled into the apartment, pounding on the 
door, but no one responded. Undaunted, he 
ran up to the third floor to make certain the 
building was completely evacuated. Fortu-
nately, he found a group of several young 
adults who were completely unaware the 
building was on fire and guided the group to 
safety. 

Patrolman Ruddy ran to the neighboring 
apartment, breaking down the door and evac-
uating a family of three. Shortly thereafter, the 
situation escalated and the building became 
too dangerous to re-enter. Thankfully, by that 
time fire fighters had arrived on the scene. 

Patrolman Gene Ruddy is, in every sense of 
the word, a hero. Without a moment of hesi-

tation, he risked his own life to remove several 
people from grave danger. Patrolman Ruddy 
deserves full recognition from his community 
and country for his acts of valor in the line of 
duty. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTORS 
TO THE UPDATED GUIDELINES 
FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF 
ACUTE CERVICAL SPINE AND 
SPINAL CORD INJURIES 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 27, 2013 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, there are an 
estimated 12,000 spinal cord injuries every 
year in the United States. These injuries most 
often result in temporary or permanent loss of 
sensation and paralysis, and they can forever 
change the lives of those who have been in-
jured. However, thanks to the dedication of top 
scientists and medical professionals across 
the country, we hold out hope for more effec-
tive treatments, and one day, a possible cure. 

In recognition of September as Spinal Cord 
Injury Awareness Month, we’d like to take this 
time to acknowledge the leadership of several 
neurosurgeons who worked diligently to review 
and update the Guidelines for the Manage-
ment of Acute Cervical Spine and Spinal Cord 
Injuries, published in the March 2013 edition 
of Neurosurgery. This work describes the 
‘‘state of the literature’’ with regard to the 
treatment of patients with cervical spine and 
spinal cord injuries and is a useful guide to 
help clinicians make important decisions in the 
care of their patients. 

The contributing members of this work in-
clude Mark N. Hadley, Division of Neurological 
Surgery, University of Alabama at Bir-
mingham; Beverly C. Walters, Division of Neu-
rological Surgery, University of Alabama at 
Birmingham and Inova Health System in Falls 
Church, Virginia; Bizhan Aarabi, Department 
of Neurosurgery, University of Maryland; 
Sanjay S. Dhall, Department of Neurosurgery, 
Emory University; Daniel E. Gelb, Department 
of Orthopaedics, University of Maryland; Mark 
R. Harrigan, Division of Neurological Surgery, 
University of Alabama at Birmingham; R. John 
Hurlbert, Department of Clinical Neuro-
sciences, University of Calgary in Alberta, 
Canada; Curtis J. Rozelle, Division of Neuro-
logical Surgery, University of Alabama at Bir-
mingham and Children’s Hospital of Alabama; 
Timothy C. Ryken, Iowa Spine and Brain Insti-
tute, University of Iowa; Nicholas Theodore, 
Division of Neurological Surgery, Barrow Neu-
rological Institute. 

Mr. Speaker, the standardization and refine-
ment of surgical techniques over the last dec-
ade embodied in this work is a substantial ac-
complishment. It is a testament to the experi-
ence and dedication of its contributors, and I, 
along with Representatives TERRI A. SEWELL, 
ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, JOHN LEWIS, BRUCE L. 
BRALEY, and ED PASTOR, hope you will join us 
in recognizing them for their impressive work. 
Due to their commitment, numerous lives are 
improved daily through the increased under-
standing and treatment of spinal cord injuries. 
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REMEMBERING MR. NELSON 

DRAPER, SR. 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 27, 2013 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to re-
member Mr. Nelson Draper, Sr. of Barstow 
California who passed away on Sunday Sep-
tember 22, 2013. 

After being recruited to join the U.S. Marine 
Corps in 1944, Draper joined the ranks of 420 
others who used their native language to aid 
the United States military in World War II. At 
the age of 25, Draper left his home on the 
Navaho Indian Reservation in Chinle, Arizona 
to become a Navajo Code Talker. At the time 
of his passing, aged 93, Mr. Draper was the 
sole Code Talker veteran in San Bernardino 
County. The Navajo language was chosen as 
a secret weapon in the United States’ war ef-
forts because it was impossible for a non-Nav-
ajo speaker to learn and it had no written 
form. Before the use of Code Talkers, it would 
take military personnel up to two hours to 
encrypt and decipher secret codes. In 2001, 
Draper was recognized with one of the highest 
awards bestowed by this body, the Congres-
sional Silver Medal. After his retirement from 
the Marine Corps, Mr. Draper and his wife 
moved to Barstow where he worked at the 
Marines Corps logistics base for more than 
thirty years. 

Today, I join with the City of Barstow and 
the whole country in remembering a great Ma-
rine, citizen, and family man. My thoughts and 
prayers are with Draper’s wife, Lena, their 
seven children, thirty-five grandchildren, and 
forty-nine great grandchildren. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE 
AND LEGACY OF GLORIA JOHNSON 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 27, 2013 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great sorrow that I mourn the passing of 
one of San Diego’s greatest advocates for 
women’s and LGBT equality, Gloria Johnson. 

Gloria Johnson has moved on but her leg-
acy as a San Diego champion of limitless 
equality will not be forgotten. Gloria has par-
ticipated and organized civil rights and peace 
movements for more than 50 years. She has 
received many awards and honors that make 
evident her commitment to equality for all. 

Gloria’s commitment to humanity was not 
only apparent in her volunteerism, but also 
through her professional career as a social 
worker. While working for the County of San 
Diego, Gloria was one of the first in San Diego 
County to work with people diagnosed with 
HIV/AIDS in the AIDS Case Management Pro-
gram. 

After Gloria retired from her 30 years as a 
social worker with San Diego County, she was 
just getting started. Not only was Gloria com-
mitted to equality for women and LGBT 
issues, she was committed to working closely 
with elected officials on all levels to create the 
progress she so deeply sought. 

Gloria was even more in life than the im-
pressive list of her accomplishments on paper. 

Having worked closely with her for decades, I 
remember her energy and her unforgettable 
smile. She was just so vibrant. Gloria was al-
ways there at big events in San Diego and 
small ones wearing stickers and buttons pro-
claiming loud and clear what she thought 
needed to happen. I can remember so many 
times pulling up in the parking lot for an event 
and seeing her tiny car covered in clever 
bumper stickers already there and knowing 
that Gloria would be there as always, early 
and enthusiastic. Gloria’s positive vibe and 
commitment to justice year in and year out 
were simply contagious. 

I’m glad she got to bear witness to so much 
progress in her lifetime. She was so proud of 
the women and gay and lesbian people in 
public office in San Diego and of all the mile-
stones those two movements achieved in the 
past half century thanks to Gloria and those 
like her. 

As we all remember Gloria’s strong commit-
ment to equality, let’s commit to working hard 
for women and members of the LGBT commu-
nity so we can ensure that Gloria’s life work 
will not be in vain. 
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HONORING MR. EDGAR B. HATRICK 
III 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 27, 2013 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor Mr. Edgar B. Hatrick III, who 
will be receiving a Loudoun Laurels Medal for 
his lifetime of civic leadership in the Loudoun 
County community. 

Mr. Hatrick is receiving the award in the cat-
egory of ‘‘Extraordinary Stewardship’’ on Octo-
ber 11th, 2013 at the River Creek Club in 
Leesburg, Virginia. The Loudoun Laurels 
Medal recognizes individuals who have made 
outstanding contributions to the common good 
in our region. 

Mr. Hatrick has been a tireless advocate for 
quality public education in Loudoun County. 
His tenure with the Loudoun County Public 
School System began in 1967 as an English 
teacher at his alma mater, Loudoun County 
High School. He worked in a variety of roles 
within the Loudoun County Public School Sys-
tem, including chair of the English Department 
and Assistant Principal at Broad Run High; 
principal of Loudoun County High School, then 
director of special education, guidance super-
visor, foreign language supervisor, director of 
instruction, and assistant superintendent for 
planning and pupil services. He has served as 
the superintendent of the Loudoun County 
Public School System since 1991. 

I want to commend Mr. Hatrick for his work 
to make public education in Loudoun County 
a model for the Commonwealth of Virginia and 
the Nation. 

UNITED NATIONS ARMS TRADE 
TREATY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MIKE KELLY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 25, 2013 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to thank my staff, especially Mr. 
Isaac Fong, for his dedication and hard work 
on the issue of the United Nations Arms Trade 
Treaty. 
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RECOGNIZING DR. LOURDES 
FERRER 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 27, 2013 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to recognize Dr. Lourdes 
Ferrer, a nationally recognized scholar and re-
searcher with an extraordinary life story. 

Growing up in a disadvantaged family in 
Puerto Rico, Dr. Ferrer came to value the im-
portance of education at an early age. She 
knew that the way for her to get out of the 
cycle of poverty was through education. 

After completing her undergraduate degree 
in mathematics she moved to Guatemala, 
where she established schools, an orphanage, 
feeding centers and clinics. When she later 
moved to the United States to pursue the 
American dream, she overcame enormous fi-
nancial, linguistic and cultural barriers and be-
came a teacher. Despite all of these obsta-
cles, she continuously prevailed and com-
pleted a doctoral degree in leadership and 
took a position to help schools implement im-
provement programs. 

Today, she works as an academic consult-
ant for numerous school districts throughout 
the state of Illinois and the nation, designing 
programs to increase the academic achieve-
ment of all students and close the academic 
achievement gaps between diverse student 
populations. Notably, she has also started a 
$1,000 scholarship to help female Hispanic 
students who excel in mathematics, attend 
college and have the same opportunities that 
she had. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Dr. Ferrer for her remarkable 
dedication to helping our students and our 
community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 27, 2013 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, on 
Wednesday, September 25, 2013, I missed 
the following votes: H.R. 1961, H. Res. 354. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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