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Carol and | are still talking about the con-
gressional trip that Bill organized and invited
members of the CBC to travel with his
CODEL. You and Bill were wonderful, gra-
cious host and hostess. We saw the Mideast
in style with that old gang of ours in the Con-
gressional Black Caucus.

The Pyramids in Egypt and the Wailing Wall
in Jerusalem had special meaning to us. Who
could ask for more history in one region? But
there was more—sitting with President Hosni
Mubarak at his home in Alexandria and meet-
ing with Prime Minister Menachem Begin in
Tel Aviv.

Sailing down the Nile. Shopping in the an-
cient markets. Meeting with the Knesset. See-
ing the Dome of Rock, the 3rd holiest of spot
of the Muslim world where Mohammad alleg-
edly ascended into heaven.

The Israelis and Egyptians watching the
CODEL led by Bill and you were left in a won-
derland. The warring factions paused while
going to the Torah and Koran to answer,
“What kind of threat is this band of despera-
does raiding our land?” The invading “posse”
included such noted rabble-rousers as Charlie
and Alma, George and Modean, Bill and
Carol, Ed and Gwen. Jehovah and Allah,
Abraham and Ishmael were in awe at the sight
of such celebrities.

An eerie silence fell over the land. All hos-
tilities ceased as the delegation rushed into
the restaurants, markets and shops splurging
U.S. Aid on receptive merchants. There was a
great calm even though none laid down their
arms. But it was obvious that Bill and Andrea
had brought a temporary peace to the Mid-
east.

How can Carol and | forget my 50th birthday
celebration sailing down the Potomac on a
very large yacht? There was Bill donned in a
naval officer's dress jacket, including a cap-
tain’s garrison hat. It was almost an official
outfit except his chest was only filled with
imaginary combat medals.

As usual, he was the life of the party, giving
orders and telling old salt’s tales about the ad-
ventures at sea.

THREE DEGREES OF SEPARATION

| introduced Bill to Perry Jones, the first
black captain with Pan Am. He later became
a captain with Delta Airline when Pan Am
went out of business. Jones was a co-founder
of the Organization of Black Airline Pilots
(OBAP).

Perry and Bill became close friends. Perry
invited Bill to speak at an annual convention
jointly sponsored by OBAP and the Tuskegee
Airmen.

Talk is usually about 5 degrees of separa-
tion but the more | meet people the more | be-
lieve it is now only 3 degrees. | find that peo-
ple have more in common than thought and if
the conversation lasts long enough a personal
relationship is established that neither knew
existed.

In this one case, | had a conversation with
Bill years later. It might have one of the last
ones we shared. | happened to mention being
in the first church he pastored after finishing
theology school. | told of meeting the minister
in Montclair, New Jersey, at the Union Baptist
Church.

Of course he asked under what cir-
cumstances and | responded at the funeral of
a friend’s mother. He remembered her and in-
quired who was my friend. When | said Perry
Jones, he was stunned, replying, “l have
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known him all these years and he never men-

tioned his mother was a member of my old

church.”

In closing this short journey, Carol and |
would like to reference a poem by Bob
Schieffer that surely was written with Bill in
mind. He wrote,

Yes, the Pearly Gates had two lines—first
class to the left, everybody else on the
right . . .

I didn’t see a bold face name . . .

But the gate keeper knew all their faces . . .

He was on first name basis

With those he waved through heaven’s door

The second line was mighty long,
Cheaters, schemers, lying lovers,
A creep, a con, an operator.

This line has not moved in years.

It must be of great comfort for you to know
that Bill Gray didn’t have to show ID. He had
a special place in line right up front. The gates
automatically opened upon his arrival. He was
escorted into the Promised Land by a delega-
tion of distinguished freedom fighters. The en-
tourage led by Martin and Rosa included Tip,
Barbara and Shirley. There stood Frederick,
Harriet, and Eleanor. Abe, Harry, and Lyndon
were nearby. Of course who would omit Garri-
son, and Sumner?

A host of others who fought the good fight
for equal rights and human dignity made up
the multitude of well-wishers.

Bill traveled the gold paved streets as
cheering crowds chanted, “Well done. Well
done my son.”

Yes, there were a few big named celeb-
rities, but the vast majority in the chorus sing-
ing Hallelujph—Glory Be To God were
custodians, secretaries, school teachers, Pell
Grant students, welfare recipients, Nobel
Peace Prize winners, truck drivers, minimum
wage workers, and the list goes on and on
with the hardworking poor, underfed children
from numerous third world countries, and ne-
glected ghetto residents constituting a major
part of the welcoming party.

Bill Gray was so honored because he was
a minister who believed that God’ grace was
meant to exist on both sides of the River of
Jordan. He was a leader who followed the rec-
ommendations of the greatest prophet of all
time as outlined in His Sermon on the Mount.

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF THE STUDENTS AND
FACULTY AT STEVENS INSTI-
TUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

HON. ALBIO SIRES

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 2013

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
draw attention to the accomplishments of the
students and faculty at Stevens Institute of
Technology in Hoboken, New Jersey and con-
gratulate them on being part of such a pres-
tigious research institution.

Since its founding in 1870, Stevens has cre-
ated a legacy of innovation and its research
projects have garnered federal recognition and
funding. It is home to three national research
centers as well as joint research programs in
a variety of critical fields. These projects help
to advance current scientific knowledge and
capabilities and provide more understanding to
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confront the challenges faced everyday on
both a domestic and global scale.

Stevens Institute of Technology has, and
continues to, receive grants from numerous
federal agencies such as the Department of
Defense, the National Institutes of Health, and
the National Science Foundation. The projects
that have received grants recently are focused
on creating useful and impactful solutions to
current issues. One such project, ADVANCE
Stevens, aims to increase the representation
and advancement of women in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematic (STEM)
careers by providing the environment and re-
sources necessary to foster relationships be-
tween underrepresented groups of faculty and
students. Projects such as this impact not only
students at Stevens, but the nation as a whole
by creating a greater understanding about the
challenging problems facing our nation and
working towards the solution.

Once again, congratulations to Stevens In-
stitute of Technology for their accomplish-
ments.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 2013

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, on September
25th | missed two recorded votes. | would like
the RECORD to indicate how | would have
voted had | been present. On rollcall No. 484,
H.R. 1961, | would have voted “no.” On roll-
call No. 485, H. Res. 354, | would have voted
“yea.”

——————

HONORING LOGAN MCINTOSH LEE
JAMES

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Logan Mclntosh
Lee James. Logan is a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
261, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Logan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many Scout activities. Over the
many years Logan has been involved with
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
Logan has earned the rank of Brave in the
Tribe of Mic-O-Say and has become a Broth-
erhood member of the Order of the Arrow.
Logan has also contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project. Logan made
significant landscaping improvements to the
Edgerton Christian Church in Edgerton, Mis-
souri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Logan Mcintosh Lee James for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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THE RETIREMENT OF REV. DR.
HELEN D. JACKSON LEADER,
MENTOR AND FRIEND

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 2013

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the constituents of the Fifth Congres-
sional District of Florida, it gives me great
pleasure to stand with the multitude of well-
wishers and admirers of this great leader, hu-
manitarian and my friend, Dr. Helen Jackson.
We gather to acknowledge the breadth and
depth of her leadership and guidance on the
occasion of her retirement after 39 years of
faithful service within the Florida Department
of Health, Detroit Department of Health and
many other healthcare related fields. Since
1990, Helen served as Director of Nutrition
and Chronic Disease Prevention Services for
the Duval County Health Department and held
many positions of leadership within the
healthcare community that includes the State
of Florida.

Dr. Jackson has served the people of Jack-
sonville, Northeast Florida, the Duval County
Health Department and a host of other en-
deavors with pride, determination and per-
sonal professionalism. She has been that fa-
miliar and friendly face and voice, many have
come to depend upon during her enduring ca-
reer. She has been a friend, mentor, surro-
gate, gentle motivator, and the very fabric that
has kept many on course. She is the embodi-
ment of service and dedication to a set of
ideals that supports the common goal of serv-
ice to and for others, a consummate profes-
sional dedicated to doing the right thing, every
day, in service to the citizens of this commu-
nity.

Thank you, Dr. Jackson for all your love and
support and for the work you have done and
continue to do for so many. Retiring, yes, but
we know you will remain forever with our
reach and in our hearts.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 26, 2013

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 485, | was unable to be present for the
vote on H. Res. 354. | strongly support enact-
ment of H.R. 527. Had | been been present,
| would have voted “yes.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 2013

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, due to a me-
chanical problem with my flight to Washington
yesterday, | was unavoidably detained and
missed the following votes. On rollcall vote
No. 484, passage of H.R. 1961, to amend title
46, United States Code, to extend the exemp-
tion from the fire-retardant materials construc-
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tion requirement for vessels operating within
the Boundary Line, | would have voted “yes.”
On rollcall vote No. 485, passage of H. Res.
354, Providing for the concurrence by the
House in the Senate amendment to H.R. 527,
with an amendment, | would have voted “yes.”

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 26, 2013
Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.

485, had | been present, | would have voted
“vea.”

———

HONORING NATHAN FOSTER
BROWN

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Nathan Foster
Brown. Nathan is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 271,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Nathan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many Scout activities. Over the
many years Nathan has been involved with
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Na-
than has earned the position of Tom-Tom
Beater in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Nathan has
also contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Nathan completed a
much needed landscaping project at the North
Cross United Methodist Church in Kansas
City, Missouri, replacing a deteriorating retain-
ing wall outside the preschool entrance.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Nathan Foster Brown for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. JAMES
MANDELL’S SERVICE AS CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF BOSTON’S
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 2013

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Dr. James Mandell's achievements as
the Chief Executive Officer of Boston Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Dr. Mandell has served as the
CEO of Boston Children’s Hospital since 2000.
| often talk about how proud | am to have Bos-
ton Children’s in my district: the institution is
unmatched in terms of reputation for clinical
care, research, teaching and dedication to the
Boston community. Today, | want you all to
know t how proud | am to call Jim Mandell a

E1383

friend, and to represent him and his remark-
able hospital in Congress.

Throughout his long and distinguished ca-
reer as a pediatric urologist, a surgeon, a pro-
fessor of medicine, and hospital executive, Dr.
Mandell has advocated tirelessly for children.
He has a unique ability to both understand
and explain the impact of public policies on
the day to day work of the hospital, its staff
and the many families who rely upon them for
care. For the past thirteen years, | have relied
on him as a partner in ensuring that the best
interests of children are represented in the
legislative process.

In the past thirteen years, Boston Children’s
Hospital has survived some challenging eco-
nomic times and adapted to a changing envi-
ronment for health care. Under Dr. Mandell’s
leadership, the institution has provided the
highest quality care for children and he leaves
it prepared to continue its scientific and clinical
excellence well into the future. It is also impor-
tant to note that his advocacy efforts have
gone beyond the walls of the hospital and in-
deed, beyond the city of Boston, particularly
through his leadership as a past Board Chair
of the Children’s Hospital Association.

Children’s hospitals across the nation face
many shared challenges, in areas which range
from research to workforce stability, and Dr.
Mandell has been at the forefront of bringing
those challenges to the attention of lawmakers
and working collaboratively on solutions. Early
in my tenure as a Member of Congress and
Dr. Mandell’s tenure as CEO, we worked to-
gether to establish the Children’s Hospital
Graduate Medical Education program. This is
an important program that continues to make
it possible for children’s hospitals to train the
next generation of pediatricians and pediatric
specialists.

The children of Boston, Massachusetts and
the nation have benefited tremendously from
Dr. Mandell's service. Those of us who
worked alongside him have also benefited
from his passion, his commitment and his
thoughtful leadership.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the all
of those who had the honor of knowing and
working with Dr. Mandell during his remark-
able tenure at Boston Children’s Hospital, |
want to thank him for his tireless service and
dedication to the healthy well-being of our chil-
dren. We will undoubtedly miss him and wish
Dr. Mandell the very best in his future endeav-
ors.

TRIBUTE TO SUNY PLATTSBURGH
STUDENT ASSOCIATION’S 50TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. WILLIAM L. OWENS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 2013

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 50th Anniversary of the State
University of New York at Plattsburgh Student
Association.

Since its modern founding in 1963 under
then-President Martin Mannix, the SUNY
Plattsburgh Student Association has enhanced
student life by developing quality services, en-
gaging programing, and enjoyable activities on
campus. In doing so, the Association has suc-
ceeded in its vision to be an active and visible
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