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I, the date of November 11 holds historic and 
patriotic significance as a day of thanks and 
remembrance for all veterans. The law change 
brought widespread public protest and 46 
states refused to recognize any day other than 
November 11 to honor the sacrifice made first 
by World War I veterans and subsequently by 
all veterans. 

The restoration of the observance of Vet-
erans Day to November 11 not only preserves 
the historical significance of the date, but 
helps focus attention on the important purpose 
of Veterans Day as a celebration to honor 
America’s veterans for their patriotism, love of 
country, and willingness to serve and sacrifice 
for the common good. 

Likewise, we need to restore the observ-
ance of Washington’s Birthday to February 22 
to preserve the date of his birth for history and 
to focus attention on his life of service and 
duty to his country. Even George Washing-
ton’s home state of Virginia, where he was 
born and raised, which he served in elected 
office, where he accepted General Cornwallis’ 
surrender, and where he is buried, celebrates 
Washington’s Birthday in accordance with the 
Uniform Monday Holiday Act. I believe all 
school children in every state should dedicate 
February 22 each year to learning about our 
greatest leader, foremost patriot, first president 
and the only six-star general in the nation’s 
history. 

Posterity has shown that the traditions he 
started, including civilian control of the military 
and presidential term limits, have distinguished 
our government from so many failed countries 
born in revolution from the colonial powers of 
the 18th century. President Washington exem-
plifies the best that America and Americans 
have to offer the world; principled leadership, 
personal bravery, a sense of duty and public 
service, patriotism, recognition of our unique 
role in world history, and a reverence for his 
Creator. His enduring service deserves to be 
remembered on his actual birthday. 

My legislation is supported by George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate. Executive 
Director Jim Rees said, ‘‘The holiday was far 
more meaningful when it revolved around 
George Washington, and schools were able to 
focus on his sterling example of character and 
leadership.’’ 

I am extremely pleased that David 
McCullough supports my legislation as well. 
His letter, copied below, says ‘‘Celebrating 
George Washington’s Birthday on February 22 
is a simple, solid, self-evident statement of re-
spect for one of the greatest of all Americans, 
for his whole founding generation, and for so 
much that we owe them.’’ 

The legislation is also supported by other 
prominent authors and scholars that have pub-
lished extensive works on Washington’s life. 
Scholar and history professor Gordon Wood 
stated ‘‘I agree wholeheartedly that Washing-
ton’s Birthday ought to be separated from the 
Uniform Monday Holiday Act. He is unique as 
a president and founder.’’ In addition, my leg-
islation is supported by noted Washington his-
torian Ron Chernow, historians Peter 
Henriques and Richard Brookhiser and history 
professors from the University of Georgia, La-
Salle University, James Madison University 
and Brandeis University. 

Mr. Speaker, it is only right that we hold 
February 22 as a date of reverence to com-
memorate the unique person without whom 
the tide of American history may well have 

taken a different turn. I urge my colleagues to 
join in cosponsoring this legislation to forever 
honor President George Washington’s Birth-
day. 

JANUARY 19, 2012. 
DEAR MR. WOLF: The place of George Wash-

ington in the American story, his all-impor-
tant example of courage and integrity in 
leadership, can hardly be overstated and 
must never be taken lightly. 

Nor should we celebrate his birthday on 
any day but February 22, any more than we 
would wish to move July 4 about to suit 
some convenience of the moment. 

How can it reasonably be argued other-
wise? 

Celebrating George Washington’s birthday 
on February 22 is a simple, solid, self-evident 
statement of respect for one of the greatest 
of all Americans, for his whole founding gen-
eration, and for so much that we owe them. 

Sincerely, 
DAVID MCCULLOUGH. 
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WE MUST TAKE STRONG ACTION 
ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, John F. 
Kennedy said, ‘‘When written in Chinese, the 
word ‘crisis’ is comprised of two characters. 
One represents danger and the other rep-
resents opportunity.’’ Those words ring true 
with regard to perhaps the greatest crisis fac-
ing our world: climate change. We face immi-
nent and continuing danger, but we also have 
an opportunity to change course and leave be-
hind a better planet for future generations. 

Global warming is happening. The ten hot-
test years on earth since 1880 have all oc-
curred since 1997. According to the New York 
Times, 2012 was the hottest year ever in the 
continental United States, a full degree hotter 
(in terms of average temperature) than the 
previous record. More than 60 percent of the 
country, including much of the Midwest, expe-
rienced severe drought. Wildfires spread 
throughout areas of the western United States, 
and severe storms ravaged the east coast. 

We face serious danger. Over the next few 
centuries, sea levels could rise an average of 
12 feet, swallowing coastal areas in the U.S. 
and around the world. According to the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change, 
drought and famine could lead to decreased 
water availability, increased starvation, and 
new instability in many regions of the world— 
particularly Africa, Southeast Asia, and Latin 
America. 

This crisis presents an opportunity. This 
Congress has a unique ability to take leader-
ship in addressing what is a planetary problem 
for us right now. We can act now, or we can 
let our opportunity pass by. The choice should 
be clear. 

I support a comprehensive approach to cli-
mate change. I was a strong proponent for the 
American Clean Energy and Security Act, 
which passed the House in 2009. That legisla-
tion would have introduced a renewable en-
ergy standard, subsidized important research 
and development of clean technologies and 
energy efficiency, and created a cap and trade 
system to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
It would have had a significant impact in curb-

ing the warming of our planet, and I believe it 
should be the model for action taken in the 
current congress. 

As a member of the Environment and the 
Economy subcommittee and of the Waxman- 
Whitehouse climate change task force, I will 
continue to push for comprehensive and im-
mediate action. I promise to collaborate with 
anyone from either side of the aisle to work to-
ward constructive and meaningful solutions. 
We must act together to forge a legislative so-
lution to this crisis while we can still do some-
thing about it. 

The time is now. This is our moment—all of 
us—Republicans and Democrats. We must act 
to preserve and protect the planet for our chil-
dren and grandchildren, and for their children 
and grandchildren. We cannot afford to be on 
the wrong side of history. 
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HONORING CHASE LEE BEELER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Chase Lee Beeler. 
Chase is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 314, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Chase has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Chase has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Chase has led his troop in various positions 
including Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, has 
earned the rank of Foxman in the Tribe of 
Mic–O–Say and is a Brotherhood Member in 
the Order of the Arrow. Chase has also con-
tributed to his community through his Eagle 
Scout project. Chase designed and con-
structed six benches out of recycled telephone 
poles and installed a flag pole for Hillcrest 
Transitional Housing in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Chase Lee Beeler for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING LTC WILLIAM ANTON 

HON. JOSEPH J. HECK 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Mr. HECK of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor today to recognize the exemplary 
service and outstanding achievements of LTC 
William Anton, a member of the Army Ranger 
Hall of Fame and a resident of southern Ne-
vada. 

LTC Anton was recently awarded the pres-
tigious Knowlton Award—an honor recognizing 
significant contributions in the field of Army in-
telligence—by our nation’s Military Intelligence 
Corps. 

After serving with distinction in Vietnam, 
service which earned him a 2009 induction 
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into the Army Ranger Hall of Fame, Bill began 
a career in Army intelligence. 

In 1979, while in command of an electronic 
warfare company, Bill developed a key intel-
ligence-gathering tool that was still being used 
a decade later during Operation Desert Storm. 

The details of the intelligence system Bill 
developed are still considered classified but 
rest assured it was an asset to our troops in 
battle and may have saved American lives as 
it gathered intelligence on our enemies. 

The Knowlton Award was named after Rev-
olutionary War hero LTC Thomas Knowlton of 
Connecticut who was commissioned by 
George Washington to raise a regiment to per-
form desperate and delicate intelligence serv-
ices and LTC Bill Anton has exemplified this 
tradition with his service to our country. 

I congratulate LTC Bill Anton on this well- 
deserved honor. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF RICHARD SCHNELLER 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with great solemnity to share with you the re-
cent death of Richard Schneller. 

Richard ‘‘Dick’’ Schneller, a tireless Con-
necticut resident who celebrated his 90th birth-
day just last March, leaves behind a storied 
life of service to his family, his state, and his 
country. A native of Essex, Dick attended 
Mount Hermon School and went on to receive 
a Bachelor of Science degree from Yale Uni-
versity in 1943. Following graduation, Dick 
served his country with the United Sates Navy 
as a Lieutenant and participated in several 
South Pacific D-Day island invasions. After his 
military discharge, Dick applied his skills to his 
family’s business, becoming President of The 
Verplex Company in 1952 and serving until 
1972. 

Dick proudly served his community and his 
government as a five-term State Senator rep-
resenting Connecticut’s 20th Senatorial dis-
trict. From the time he entered the State Sen-
ate in 1975 until his departure in 1984, Dick 
maintained a fierce dedication to service of his 
state and his community. As a State Senator, 
Dick served successively on a number of com-
mittees, including the Education Committee 
and the Appropriations Committee. He served 
as chairman of the State Urban and Develop-
ment Committee. Dick also held the title of 
Senate Majority Leader for the final three 
years of his tenure in the State Senate. 

In addition to his commitment to the better-
ment of Connecticut government, Dick also 
played significant administrative roles in a 
broad range of local institutions. In his home 
town of Essex, Dick served for seven years as 
Chairman of the Essex Democratic Town 
Committee, was a member of the Essex 
Board of Finance, and was a member and 
chairman of the Regional District #4 Board of 
Education. He was also Charter President of 
the Essex Rotary Club and Founding Treas-
urer of the Essex Community Fund. Some of 
his other involvements in local organizations 

include his work as Trustee of the University 
of Connecticut, the Connecticut Conservation 
Association, Middlesex Hospital, Connecticut 
College, Yale-New Haven Hospital, Mount St. 
John’s School and the Middlesex County 
Y.M.C.A.. Dick proudly served as the Presi-
dent and Chairman on the Board of the 
Goodspeed Opera House. 

Dick recognized the importance and inher-
ent value in serving in a community, through 
his commitment to service in government, and 
also through his devotion to his local con-
gregation, the Congregation Beth Shalom, of 
which he was a lifelong member. 

On a personal note, Dick was a generous 
mentor for me and many others of a younger 
generation, serving in the Connecticut General 
Assembly. He imparted experience and good 
judgment to us all and was a great inspiration 
for those of us thinking about entering public 
service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the life and service of Dick 
Schneller, and sharing our condolences with 
the family he leaves behind. 
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HONORING JIM SWEENEY 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
alongside my colleagues, Representative 
COSTA and Representative VALADAO, to honor 
the life and career of Jim Sweeney, who 
passed away on February 8, 2013. Mr. 
Sweeney was the legendary coach of the 
Fresno State football team, leading the Bull-
dogs for nearly two decades and leaving an 
indelible imprint on his team, his school, and 
his community. 

The son of a hardscrabble miner, Mr. 
Sweeney worked in the mines during his col-
lege summers. Afterward, he coached high 
school football for several years in his native 
Montana and then became an assistant coach 
of the Montana State Bobcats in 1960. Ap-
pointed head coach in 1963, he served five 
years in that position and eight years as head 
coach of the Washington State Cougars be-
fore becoming head coach at Fresno State, 
the position that would define his career. 

During his nineteen years at Fresno State, 
interrupted by a two-year stint on the coaching 
staffs of the Oakland Raiders and St. Louis 
Cardinals, Mr. Sweeney elevated the Bulldogs 
to national prominence. A charismatic, no-non-
sense leader, he brought an infectious enthu-
siasm to the entire community and inspired 
fierce loyalty in his players. He implanted an 
enduring team spirit with his resounding ren-
ditions of team fight songs and his inception of 
the ‘‘Bulldog born, Bulldog bred’’ chant that 
players still invoke today. In Fresno, Mr. 
Sweeney won eight conference titles and five 
bowl games on his way to amassing 144 vic-
tories, the most of any head coach in Bulldog 
history. Among his many well-deserved acco-
lades, the team’s football field was renamed in 
his honor. 

Personifying excellence, hard-work, and in-
tegrity, Mr. Sweeney was well-loved in his 

community and is a true California icon. His 
trademark wit and unceasing passion will be 
missed by the legions of fans and admirers he 
has left behind. 

HONORING CRAIG SCOTT 
GRISWOLD 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Craig Scott Gris-
wold. Craig is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 345, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Craig has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Craig has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Craig 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Craig designed and con-
structed new stairs and landings for the One– 
Room Schoolhouse operated by the Putnam 
County Historical Society at the City Park in 
Unionville, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Craig Scott Griswold for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING MIKE WALKER 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, the mark 
of a great community is found in its leader-
ship. Hard working, always professional, and 
dedicated to long-term vision are the key 
qualities of a strong local leader. For the past 
23 years, Brentwood, Tennessee has had the 
great honor of Mike Walker’s leadership as 
City Manager. 

Mike Walker has a strong history in leading 
and leading well. Serving as the administrative 
head of Brentwood’s municipal government, 
Mike has been responsible for full service gov-
ernment including a $60 million annual budget 
and 250 employees. In addition to his out-
standing service to the City of Brentwood, 
Mike’s legacy of excellence reaches to Oak 
Ridge, Knoxville, and the International City/ 
County Management Association. 

It takes a great number of talented people 
to keep a city running. Keeping such an excel-
lent city like Brentwood on the right track re-
quires more than talent; it requires excellence, 
dedication, and leadership. The City of Brent-
wood has been lucky to have Mike Walker 
leading the way. I ask my colleagues to join 
with me, Linda, Lauren, Evan, and Travis, in 
celebrating Mike’s outstanding legacy of serv-
ice and commitment. 
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