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Bryant, Carl Carter, Isabella Connearney, 
Chelsea Moore, Julia Rafferty, Victoria 
Delgado, Alaina Foy, Emma Fisher, Danica 
Godshall, Ethan Kindt, Mya Christian, Michael 
Faulls, Julia Guevara, Yukta Narayan, Simran 
Kaur, Olivia Voit, Xavier Woods, Briana 
Culbert, David Maturo, Bellarose Bostwick, 
Ashlee Jarmen, Malcolm Miller, Zachary Mor-
gan, Morgan Warren, Amaris Bussie, Olivia 
Jaci, Ileanna Jones, Daisy Schreiner, Jade Ri-
vera, Farrah Sacharok, Ciara Blas, Joshua 
DeGuzman, Alina Hoover, Jania Long, Juliana 
Pit, Hailey Fair, Alexandra Lowry, Santos 
Diaz, Tehya Dickinson, Anaya Jones, Jac-
queline Reagan, Emily Reed, Chloe Reyes, 
Donovan Clement, Brendan Connor, Gianna 
McIntyre, Tianna Smith, Rocco Laltrella Bruce, 
Asiya Robinson, Kimberly Sorbello, Marco 
Viloria, Gianna Wolfe, Olivia Devine, Camryn 
Ransom, Hunter Young, Colin Schumacher, 
Angel Mangini, Nicholas Marengo, Hailey 
Parker, Sydney Shute, Ashley Baresich, Chris-
topher Deeley, Jaiana Ray, Ashley Scheld, 
John Cooper, Megan Grace, Nathan Jackson, 
Mariela Dimalaluan, Deziree Faith 
Johannesen, Devon Moss, Millicent Sannoh. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SHRI 
NARENDRA MODI ON HIS RE- 
ELECTION AS CHIEF MINISTER 
OF GUJARAT 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, in one 
of my first acts of the 113th Congress as the 
Ranking Member of the Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee on Asia and the Pacific which has 
broad jurisdiction for U.S. policy affecting the 
region, including India, I rise today to con-
gratulate Shri Narendra Modi on his reelection 
as Chief Minister of India’s Gujarat state. 

Shri Modi’s new term as Chief Minister will 
be his fourth—an historic achievement for the 
Honorable Narendra Modi and his some 60 
million constituents, as no other CM has 
served Gujarat for as many terms. Shri Modi 
became the longest-serving CM of Gujarat in 
2007. 

Since 2001, CM Modi has led a decade of 
unprecedented growth and development in 
Gujarat. Because of his extraordinary leader-
ship, Gujarat is now an economic powerhouse 
with companies like Ford and General Motors 
also setting up factories in a move that prom-
ises to strengthen U.S.-India trade and invest-
ment. 

I thank Mr. Sanjay Puri, founder and Presi-
dent of the Alliance for U.S.-India Business 
(AUSIB), for the outstanding work he has 
done and continues to do in the U.S. Con-
gress to promote U.S.-Gujarat trade and the 
Vibrant Gujarat initiative which has become an 
example of CM Modi’s visionary approach for 
inclusive development. 

CM Modi’s philosophy of bringing develop-
ment to ‘‘the doorstep of every poor person, 
every farmer, every worker’’ is a philosophy 
that resonates beyond the boundaries of Guja-
rat because it is a philosophy that transcends 
caste, culture, regional and religious dif-
ferences. 

I believe CM Modi’s approach to empower-
ment is why Gujarat is now the global gateway 

to India. His philosophy of inclusiveness is the 
reason why delegates from more than 121 
countries attended the Vibrant Gujarat 2013 
Summit to explore business opportunities and 
forge strategic partnerships. It is the reason 
why voters support Shri Modi time and again. 

Shri Modi’s vision is rare. His leadership is 
remarkable. But his connection to Mahatma 
Gandhi is what strikes me most. Gujarat is 
Gandhi’s land. By providence or otherwise, it 
is also the land where Shri Modi serves. As 
such, it is little wonder that Gujarat State, hav-
ing historically given leadership to the entire 
Nation and now ranked first in economic free-
dom in India, continues to brighten the hopes 
and dreams of so many. 

With such accomplishment, it is my sincere 
hope that the United States will take a new 
look at Gujarat and support more openly and 
fully the ideas of CM Modi as he works for the 
betterment of the world’s economy by creating 
jobs at home and abroad for purposes of im-
proving the lives of people across the globe. 

f 

HONORING JORDAN K. DONNER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Jordan K. Donner. 
Jordan is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jordan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jordan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Jor-
dan has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jordan K. Donner for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE BIPAR-
TISAN VOLUNTARY PROTECTION 
PROGRAM ACT 

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, today, Rep. GENE 
GREEN and I are introducing the bipartisan 
Voluntary Protection Program (VPP) Act to 
make permanent one of the federal govern-
ment’s most successful workplace health and 
safety programs. 

This legislation would codify a successful 
program, the Voluntary Protection Program, 
operated by the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) that recognizes 
and rewards employers who voluntarily work 
to improve the health and safety of their work-
sites. The program is currently operating but 
has never been authorized in law and was 
proposed to be cut by the Obama administra-

tion’s fiscal year 2011 budget. While the ad-
ministration backed away from those cuts in 
its more recent budget proposals, this legisla-
tion would put the program on a more solid 
foundation by specifically authorizing it in law. 

Since the VPP was created in 1982, it has 
grown to include more than 2,200 worksites 
and more than 921,000 employees. A 2007 
report noted that federal VPP worksites saved 
the government more than $59 million by 
avoiding injuries and that private sector VPP 
participants saved more than $300 million. 
Participating workplaces have an illness and 
injury rate that, on average, is 50 percent 
below that of their industry. 

Business owners in my district have re-
ported to me that the relationship between 
OSHA and businesses has become more ad-
versarial over the past couple years. While 
OSHA does have a responsibility to enforce 
workplace safety laws, it has been my experi-
ence that most employers want to run safe 
workplaces. The VPP program provides a 
mechanism for OSHA to build a more con-
structive relationship with employers who have 
demonstrated a willingness to invest in work-
place safety. This creates an incentive for 
other employers to follow suit, improving safe-
ty and saving money on enforcement costs at 
the same time. 

I hope that our colleagues will join us in au-
thorizing this bipartisan and successful work-
place safety program. 

f 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE INDO-
NESIAN FAMILY REFUGEE PRO-
TECTION ACT OF 2013 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, today I am introducing legislation 
with my colleagues, Rep. FRANK PALLONE JR., 
Rep. CHRIS SMITH, Rep. LUIS GUTIERREZ, Rep. 
MADELEINE BORDALLO, Rep. RUSH HOLT, which 
would simply allow Christian Indonesian citi-
zens fleeing persecution, many of whom ar-
rived during a five-year timeframe (January 1, 
1997–November 30, 2002) and were denied 
asylum solely for missing the one-year filing 
deadline, the opportunity to reopen their 
claims during the two-year period following en-
actment. 

Beginning in 1997, many Indonesian Chris-
tians fled religious persecution in Indonesia, 
where extreme violence and destruction of 
churches drove them from their homes. These 
individuals came to this country, seeking relief 
from extreme violence and persecution for 
their religious beliefs, but were unable to make 
the one-year filing deadline. They deserve the 
opportunity to have their claims heard. 

The United States has long sought to pro-
tect refugees fleeing persecution and provide 
a process to fairly consider their claims. This 
bill does not, in itself, grant asylum, but merely 
removes a procedural barrier to their claims 
being considered. These individuals seeking 
asylum deserve a second chance to avoid the 
persecution they have fled and remain united 
with their families. 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CITY 

OF PORTAGE, MICHIGAN 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 50th anniversary of the City of 
Portage, Michigan—A Natural Place to Move. 

On February 18, 1963, residents of Portage 
Township voted 3,762 to 2,315 in favor of be-
coming a city. On December 31, 1963, the 
City of Portage was formally incorporated. 
From just over 20,000 residents in 1963, Por-
tage is now home to over 46,000. Historically, 
Portage grew as a crossroads for traders in 
the 19th century and benefitted from fertile 
farmland and abundant natural resources. 

Today, Portage is a vibrant community with 
affordable, safe housing in well-maintained 
neighborhoods; hundreds of successful com-
mercial and industrial businesses; and is the 
retail crossroads of southwest Michigan. This 
strong, diverse community is family-focused 
and proudly boasts over 2,000 acres of park 
and recreational space, 56 miles of bikeways, 
three nature preserves and seven lakes that 
connect its citizens and visitors to each other 
and the natural world. 

The City of Portage is a robust community 
that excels with an accredited public safety 
department, low tax rate, accredited senior cit-
izen center, comprehensive and efficient city 
services, diverse employment opportunities, 
an excellent public school system, award-win-
ning district library and world-class healthcare 
that together facilitate an economic climate 
that allows Portage residents to thrive. Quite 
simply, it is a great place to live, work, and 
play. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize the 
City of Portage and applaud the city on its 
50th anniversary. A momentous milestone for 
a remarkable community. 

f 

HONORING ADAM E. COCKRIEL 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Adam E. Cockriel. 
Adam is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 351, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Adam has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Adam has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Adam has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Adam E. Cockriel for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

BELLAIRE HIGH SCHOOL YOUNG 
REPUBLICANS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, last No-
vember, we once again witnessed a remark-
ably low turn-out among this nation’s youth. 
Sadly, the majority of the youngest demo-
graphic group, our nation’s future, Republican 
and Democrat alike, failed to take part in the 
democratic process. I met a group of young 
high school students trying to buck that trend. 

The Bellaire High School Young Repub-
licans, led by Michelle Knesbach, Jennifer 
Knesbach, and Michael Scheinthal, push to 
create a spirit of activism at their high school, 
in the city of Houston, and around the state of 
Texas. At the age of fourteen, these three stu-
dents began working on local campaigns, 
block walking on weekends and helping 
fundraise on school nights. Soon after, the 
three started the High School Republicans of 
Texas, an official auxiliary of the state party 
which focuses on giving a voice to those too 
young to vote, and encourages activism 
among their schoolmates. Through voter reg-
istration drives and get out the vote cam-
paigns in their community, the Bellaire High 
School Republicans engage young people in 
the political process, making a difference on 
Election Day. 

I met this group at a dinner I spoke at and 
was impressed by their initiative. I was invited 
to speak at their school, and when I walked 
into the building, taking me back to the days 
of too much homework and pop quizzes, I was 
surprised that around 300 students came to 
the event during their lunch break. We had a 
discussion, about Hamas, about drug cartels, 
about policy and bipartisanship, topics that I 
often find bore people twice their age; yet they 
were intrigued. An age group, often over- 
looked, often deemed to not care, was just as 
fascinated, cared just as much, about these 
vital topics as anyone. The Bellaire Young Re-
publicans and the High School Republicans of 
Texas are changing the status quo by inspir-
ing their classmates to avoid being a part of 
another disappointing statistic. 

Campaign events of the future will be full of 
young faces. Students too young to vote learn 
that they can make a difference, impact their 
state, and impact their country. Further merit 
should be credited to the Bellaire Young Re-
publicans as they fight for ideas that are wide-
ly rejected by their peers as they work to end 
the ‘‘youth involvement drought’’ slowly erod-
ing the Republican Party and the Conservative 
Movement. Looking into the young crowd, I 
knew there was hope for my party and for my 
county. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING THE LEGACY OF 
GEORGE WASHINGTON 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to re-
introduce legislation that would reestablish the 

legal public holiday for Washington’s Birthday 
from the third Monday of February to the ac-
tual date of George Washington’s birth on 
February 22. 

I have long admired President Washington 
and have found inspiration in public service 
from studying his life. Unfortunately, I have 
found that students today have a dearth of 
knowledge about our nation’s beginnings and 
the man from Virginia who led the colonies to 
form the union known as the United States of 
America. 

In 2011, two-time Pulitzer Prize winning his-
tory author David McCullough observed, 
‘‘We’re raising young people who are, by and 
large, historically illiterate.’’ How can we ade-
quately explain the importance of George 
Washington to our children when we do not 
even take time to recognize his actual birth-
day? We must reestablish Washington’s Birth-
day on the 22nd to honor his legacy and in 
doing so call upon schools across the nation 
to focus on Washington as the soldier, legis-
lator and president who shepherded our young 
nation through war, political turmoil, rebellion 
and expansion as no other single individual 
was capable of doing. 

I believe Congress has unwittingly contrib-
uted to this lack of historical understanding by 
relegating Washington’s Birthday to the third 
Monday of February to take advantage of a 
three-day weekend. We need to change the 
focus from celebrating sales at the mall to 
celebrating the significance of President 
Washington’s birth to the birth of our nation. 

There is a reason the birthday of President 
George Washington is the only legal federal 
holiday observed for a president of the United 
States. He is called the ‘‘father of our country’’ 
because he is without compare in our nation’s 
history. 

Washington’s Birthday has been celebrated 
since the final days of the Revolutionary War. 
French and American troops paraded through 
Newport, Rhode Island, in 1781 and celebra-
tions were held in Richmond, Virginia, in 1782. 
Organized by French General Rochambeau 
and others who knew him personally, these 
celebrations drew special attention to the brav-
ery, courage, leadership and perseverance of 
the Revolutionary War hero. 

From the beginning of our country, the im-
portance of this day has been recognized. As 
President James Buchanan said in 1860, 
‘‘. . . when the birthday of Washington shall 
be forgotten, liberty will have perished from 
the earth.’’ In response, President Rutherford 
B. Hayes signed legislation in 1879 that made 
Washington’s Birthday a holiday for District 
federal workers. The holiday was extended to 
all federal workers in 1885. 

This legislation I reintroduce today is not 
without precedent. In 1975, Congress amend-
ed the Uniform Monday Holiday Act and Presi-
dent Gerald R. Ford signed legislation into law 
returning the annual observance of Veterans 
Day from the fourth Monday in November to 
its original date of November 11, beginning in 
1978. 

The Uniform Holiday Bill signed in 1968 and 
effective in 1971 was intended to ensure 
three-day weekends for federal employees by 
celebrating four national holidays on Mondays: 
Washington’s Birthday, Memorial Day, Vet-
erans Day and Columbus Day. Originally 
called Armistice Day to mark the signing of an 
Armistice on the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of 
the 11th month in 1918 that ended World War 
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