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His passion for justice never let up—even in
his final months when many would have been
understandably preoccupied with their own
condition, he would rail about the NSA and the
great civil liberties challenges and disappoint-
ments of our time.

The litany of cases and clients Will handled
over the years, while impressive, are eclipsed
by the legion of students he educated and in-
spired. Following Hurricane Katrina, Will co-
created and co-taught Katrina and Beyond:
Disaster Law at the University of the District of
Columbia’s law school. The course included
field trips to New Orleans where students
were exposed first hand to the devastation
and human suffering left in Katrina’'s wake.
Will’'s legal expertise was multidimensional
and superior to most of his peers. But his abil-
ity to impart knowledge in digestible and ac-
cessible terms to his students and to motivate
them to, not only learn but also, yearn was
simply unmatched. He was the consummate
professor, teaching wherever he found an au-
dience. Will made learning fun, but he was not
always gentle. He had an uncanny mix of
southern charm, always greeting women with
a peck on the wrist, and an unapologetic irrev-
erence, keeping everyone on their toes (and
sometimes knocked a bit further back than
that!) with his incorrigible, irascible, withering
wit. He was passionate, and as many who've
worked in these halls know, that comes hand-
in-hand with being brutally direct and unwilling
to suffer fools gladly. In fact, Will gladly made
fools suffer! He was also old fashioned, draft-
ing his briefs by hand on yellow legal pads.
He often “held court” at the Tune Inn, a Cap-
itol Hill institution, where swarms of law stu-
dents, colleagues, and more than a few mem-
bers of our own Institution would parade in
and out hungry for the opportunity to gain his
insights on law, life, and the future.

Will's future was cut short when in the win-
ter of 2011 he received the agonizing diag-
nosis that he had terminal cancer. Like he did
with all of his legal battles, Will did not take
the diagnosis lightly. As he fought through
chemo treatments that weakened his body, he
altered his routine very little. He continued to
teach the students he loved. He read the
Washington Post and the New York Times
daily. He played Gin Rummy at the Tune Inn
sipping vodka and watched the Saints and
Redskins on Sundays with his young grand-
son, Sam, with whom he enjoyed a special re-
lationship. As his body grew weary, Will
hosted his own farewell party held in the back-
yard of what would become his final home in
Rockville, Maryland. Over one hundred people
attended, including Will’s big, complicated, ex-
tended family—a world of people from all
walks of life brought together by their shared
love and admiration of Will. That was the thing
about Will—he mattered to the people whose
lives he touched, whether they loved him,
grudgingly respected him, or found him simply
infuriating (but irresistibly so).

Will was elated when his former student,
Stephen Mercer proposed marriage to Will’s
oldest son, Wiliam. He never thought he
would see the day when same-sex marriage
would be a legal reality for his first born. He
simply willed himself to find the strength to
see that day. And he did. Will was alert, lucid
and enthusiastic at the wedding, just weeks
ago. Although he had become very frail, he
independently raised a glass to toast their
union. In his final days, Will spoke sporadi-
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cally, clutched his New York Times, gripped
the hands of his family and friends, and al-
ways provided a kiss followed by the words, “I
love you.” Will passed away five days after
the wedding he never thought possible. He
was surrounded by the three most important
people in his life—his now son-in-law, Ste-
phen, his oldest son, William, and his young-
est son, Pierce.

Will McLain lived his life with vigor, commit-
ment and generosity of mind, heart and spirit.
On September 6, 2013, the world lost an un-
sung legal giant. | lost a treasured friend. And
his family and close personal friends lost the
center of their universe.

| am honored to rise today to salute his
memory and leave this permanent record in
the annals of our nation of the great man who
was Will McLain.

————

IN HONOR OF RICK A. GRECO, DO,
FACOI, 71ST PRESIDENT OF THE
AMERICAN COLLEGE OF OSTEO-
PATHIC INTERNISTS

HON. DAVID B. McKINLEY

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Rick A. Greco, DO, FACOI, who
will be inaugurated as the American College of
Osteopathic Internists’ (ACOI) 71st President
on October 13, 2013. The ACOI, which rep-
resents the nation’s osteopathic internists,
medical subspecialists, students, residents
and fellows, is dedicated to the advancement
of osteopathic internal medicine through edu-
cation, advocacy, research and the opportunity
for service. Dr. Greco embodies the mission of
the ACOI as evidenced by his commitment to
his patients and local community.

Dr. Greco is a life-long resident of West Vir-
ginia. He obtained a Bachelor of Arts in Biol-
ogy from West Virginia University and a Doc-
tor of Osteopathy degree from the West Vir-
ginia School of Osteopathic Medicine. Fol-
lowing medical school, Dr. Greco completed
his residency training at Ohio Valley Medical
Center in my hometown of Wheeling, WV.

He has spent his entire career working to
improve access to high-quality care in under-
served areas. Recognizing the need for a new
medical training program in Wheeling, Dr.
Greco established an osteopathic internal
medicine residency program in 1999 at Ohio
Valley Medical Center. In 2003 he became the
Director of Medical Education and the large
numbers of residents who complete their train-
ing and remained in the area to provide es-
sential primary care services in an under-
served area are testament to the quality of his
training program. As a result of Dr. Greco’s ef-
forts, many more West Virginians have access
to high-quality care where and when they
need it most.

Dr. Greco has held numerous leadership
positions. He served as president of the West
Virginia Society of Osteopathic Medicine and
the Ohio County Medical Society and was a
state delegate for the West Virginia Medical
Association. In addition to his many other du-
ties, Dr. Greco continues to serve on the
ACOI Board of Directors, where he has served
since 2004 and serves on numerous commit-
tees at the Ohio Valley Medical Center. His
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commitment to his patients, trainees, church
and community is unmatched.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 1st Congres-
sional District of West Virginia, | ask all my
distinguished colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating my friend, Dr. Rick Greco, on his
inauguration as the 71st President of the
American College of Osteopathic Internists.

————

SUDAN ADVOCATES EXPRESS
GRAVE CONCERN AT PROSPECT
OF BASHIR VISIT TO THE U.S.

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to submit a
letter sent today to President Obama by
leading Sudan advocacy groups and individ-
uals expressing great concern over the re-
ports that Sudanese President Omar al-
Bashir has requested a visa to visit the U.S.
for the upcoming United Nations General As-
sembly meeting.

September 19, 2013.
THE WHITE HOUSE,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW.,
Washington DC.

DEAR PRESIDENT OBAMA: We write with
great concern over reports that Sudanese
President Omar al-Bashir has requested a
visa from the U.S. government in order to
participate in next week’s UN General As-
sembly meeting. Our immigration laws pro-
hibit admitting perpetrators of genocide and
extrajudicial killings into our country and it
is unprecedented for someone wanted by the
International Criminal Court for the crime
of genocide to travel to the United States.
While we recognize that the U.S. government
is obliged to facilitate President Bashir’s
visit under the UN Headquarters Agreement,
we urge you to do everything in your power
to prevent the trip.

We deeply appreciate that the administra-
tion has already publicly voiced concerns
about this proposed trip and write to suggest
additional steps that could dissuade Presi-
dent Bashir from persisting with his travel
plans. The administration should consider
announcing that, if President Bashir lands in
New York, the U.S. Department of Justice
will explore filing a criminal case against
him under 18 USC 1091. This law, which codi-
fies the Genocide Accountability Act of 2007,
allows for anyone present in the United
States to be prosecuted for genocide, even if
their crimes were committed abroad. By pub-
licly raising the threat of such a prosecution
and the specter that President Bashir’s privi-
leges and immunities may not extend to gen-
ocidal acts, your administration would make
an important statement about the U.S. gov-
ernment’s commitment to atrocity preven-
tion and accountability.

Declaring that the U.S. will only offer the
Sudanese delegation the minimum amount
of protection mandated by the UN Head-
quarters Agreement could also affect the Su-
danese government’s decision making proc-
ess. Invoking the ‘‘security reservation’ at-
tached to the Headquarters Agreement
might even offer our State Department a jus-
tification for a visa denial. The U.S. govern-
ment could defend this decision by citing
Presidential Study Directive-10, which un-
equivocally declares that the prevention of
mass atrocities is a core national security
interest. Limiting the number of visas grant-
ed to President Bashir’s security detail and
imposing specific geographic constraints on
those visas could also circumscribe the dele-
gation’s mobility and raise the reputational
costs of the trip.
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In the event that President Bashir remains
steadfast in his intent to travel to United
Nations headquarters despite these actions,
there are a number of steps that can be
taken to impede his travel. Our diplomatic
corps should encourage countries along
President Bashir’s planned flight path to
refuse landing rights for his aircraft for re-
fueling and restrict access to their airspace.
The U.S. delegation to the United Nations
and Ambassador Samantha Power should
also encourage senior UN officials and dele-
gations from other countries to publicly
refuse to meet with President Bashir or his
delegation. Drawing on the precedent set by
a similar rejection of former Iranian Presi-
dent Ahmadinejad in 2011, our diplomats
could also coordinate a walk-out of the UN
General Assembly session in protest of Presi-
dent Bashir’s presence.

Former President Bush paved the way to
refer the situation in Darfur to the Inter-
national Criminal Court, and your adminis-
tration has increased U.S. cooperation with
the Court, including facilitating the recent
transfer of Bosco Ntaganda to the Hague.
Since the UN Security Council acted under
Chapter VII when urging all states to cooper-
ate with the Court in Resolution 1593, and
the Court has requested U.S. cooperation
with President Bashir’s case in 2009, 2010 and
most recently on September 18, 2013, we ask
that the administration consider the impact
that this trip has on our broader commit-
ment to international justice and account-
ability.

As Americans concerned by the ongoing
atrocities in Sudan, we support your admin-
istration’s thoughtful response to this
unique diplomatic challenge. Along with the
Sudanese diaspora, celebrity activists,
human rights organizations, and student
groups, we will be amplifying these efforts
through our own public activism. The U.S.
government’s continued attention to this
issue will be instrumental in finding a holis-
tic solution to the challenges facing the Su-
danese people.

Sincerely,

George Clooney and Don Cheadle, Not on
Our Watch; Mia Farrow, UNICEF Good-
will Ambassador; John Prendergast
and Omer Ismail, Enough Project; Tom
Andrews, United to End Genocide;
Randy Newcomb, Humanity United;
Amir Osman, Sudan Democracy First
Group; Ted Dagne; Bahar Arabie, Unite
for Darfur; Jimmy Mulla, Voices for
Sudan; Ruth Messinger, American Jew-
ish World Service; Gabriel Stauring,
iActivism; Eric Reeves, Smith College;
Raymond M. Brown, International Jus-
tice Project; Faith McDonnell, Insti-
tute on Religion and Democracy; Mi-
chael Lieb Jeser, Jewish World Watch;
Rabbi David Kaufman, Help Nuba; Eric
Cohen, Act for Sudan; Esther Sprague,
Sudan Unlimited; Sharon Silber, Jews
Against Genocide; Eileen Weiss, New
York Coalition for Sudan; Kimberly
Hollingsworth, Humanity Is Us; Han-
nah Finnie, STAND.

———

HONORING RAFAEL  ‘“CHAPITO”
CHAVARRIA ON HIS YEARS OF
SERVICE TO THE PHOENIX MEXI-
CAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

HON. ED PASTOR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mr. Rafael Chavarria on the
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upcoming documentary chronicling his cul-
turally impactful life and career as a musician
in the State of Arizona. Rafael Chavarria was
born in April 1914, in Solomonville, Arizona.

For more than 60 years, Rafael Chavarria,
affectionately known as “Chapito” by all who
know him, contributed his style of music to the
Hispanic community of Phoenix, Arizona, pro-
viding a cultural cohesiveness for Hispanics in
Arizona at a time when many establishments
openly discriminated against them.

Mr. Chavarria’s illustrious career started in
1923 at the tender age of nine years old when
he began playing with his fathers band at
weddings. Mr. Chavarria’s style of music high-
lights the influences of Latin music and Mexi-
can culture that he was exposed to when he
was growing up in East Los Angeles during
the 1930s. Mr. Chavarria’s most important
contribution to the genre was incorporating as-
pects of American swing and the jitterbug to
the tropical rhythms that were popular in Mex-
ico City during the 1940s and ’'50s.

Thanks to Mr. Chavarria’s tireless efforts,
genres of music from the waltz, polka, and bo-
lero to the cha-cha, and rumba, among others,
became popularized in Arizona.

Despite experiencing a childhood full of dis-
crimination and segregation, when the country
went to war in World War Il, Mr. Chavarria,
like many in his generation, served his coun-
try. He was drafted as a firefighter for the
Army Air Corp in 1943 and served in the
South Pacific—eventually earning the Good
Conduct Medal, American Campaign Medal,
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal and the World
War Il Victory Medal for his service.

Through his music, Mr. Chavarria became
one of most important cultural icons for the
State of Arizona, serving as the catalyst that
brought together the Arizona Hispanic commu-
nity—helping to maintain their culture and arts.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Rafael
“Chapito” Chavarria on his documental debut
highlighting his contribution to the vibrant his-
tory of the Hispanic community in Arizona and
ask my colleagues to join me in praising his
commitment to his music, his family, and his
community.

—

PROCLAIMING THE STATE OF NE-
VADA RECOGNIZE CHIEF MAS-
TER SERGEANT KENNETH D.
GRAY’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN
SERVICE IN HONOR OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE UNITED
STATES AIR FORCE ON SEP-
TEMBER 28, 2013

HON. MARK E. AMODEI

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. AMODEI. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
recognition of the retirement of Chief Master
Sergeant Kenneth D. Gray.

Ken Gray served for 26 years in the Air
Force medical field achieving the rank of Chief
Master Sergeant. During his service, he
served several years overseas including two
tours in Irag. As a decorated officer, he re-
ceived many awards including the Meritorious
Service Award and the Air Force Commenda-
tion Medal.

Ken Gray has always had a mind for public
service and | thank him for his duty to his
community.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask that our colleagues join
me in praising the accomplishments of Chief
Master Sergeant Ken Gray and recognize his
achievements in service to our Nation.

———

HONORING CHIEF PETTY OFFICER
MICHAEL A. NELSON

HON. E. SCOTT RIGELL

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and pay tribute to Chief Petty Offi-
cer Michael A. Nelson, United States Navy, on
the occasion of his transfer from the U.S.
House of Representatives Liaison Office for
the Department of the Navy’s Office of Legis-
lative Affairs, while serving as Legislative
Chief. I, and many other members of this
chamber have had the pleasure of working
with him over the past four years, and | am
honored to commend Chief Nelson’s achieve-
ments and recognize his service and devotion
to our great nation.

Every day he served in direct support of not
only the Navy's Office of Legislative Affairs,
but every Member of Congress. His keen abili-
ties in organization, interpersonal relation-
ships, and communication were extremely crit-
ical to the successful accomplishment of the
Navy’s Office of Legislative Affairs mission of
serving the U.S. Congress.

While serving in the Liaison office, Chief
Nelson routinely turned broad guidance into
action, which energized the Office of Legisla-
tive Affairs and Members of Congress alike.
His actions allowed the Navy to engage Mem-
bers of Congress and their staffs, directly fa-
cilitating the increased emphasis on improving
congressional relationships.

During Chief Nelson’s tour, he accomplished
the full spectrum of the Navy’s legislative mis-
sion. He exemplified the candor and knowl-
edge that we have come to expect from the
Navy and he played a key role in maintaining
superb relationships between the Navy and
the House of Representatives.

Throughout his tour, Chief Nelson effectively
responded to several thousand congressional
inquiries, many of which gained national level
attention. During his time on Capitol Hill, Chief
Nelson successfully planned, coordinated, and
escorted over 50 international and domestic
congressional and staff delegations. His de-
tailed coordination with foreign government of-
ficials, U.S. State Department, and senior mili-
tary officials ensured that each delegation was
conducted professionally and flawlessly. His
attention to detail and anticipation of require-
ments allowed Representatives to focus on
fact-finding and gleaning new insights to
make informed critical decisions to support the
interests of the people of the United States.
He has made lasting contributions to the
House of Representatives and for that | am
eternally gratefully.

| wish Chief Nelson continued success and
fulfillment as he transitions to his next duty
station. His loyal dedication to duty reflects the
highest standards of Naval Service.
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